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part 1 is this study which examines the operational history of RAF Oakington and part 2 
is the gazetteer of extant buildings and structures. Both parts are stand-alone 
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A/ 

AAC 

ADGB 

AFTS 

AID 

AML 

AM 

AMWD 

AOC 

AOC-in-C 

AP 

A/P 

ARP 

API 

AS I 

ASP 

ASO 

ATC 

AVM 

BAFO 

BC 

BCF 

C&M 

CF 

CHS 

CHL 

Cookie 

CP 

CUOTC 

DHS 

DF 

DMB 


Glossary of Terms 

Acting (as in rank) 

Army Air Corps 
Air Defence Great Britain 
Advanced Flying Training School 
Aeronautical Inspection Directorate 

Air Ministry Laboratory (usually used to describe the synthetic bombing trainer 
found on most bomber airfields) 

Air Marshall, Air Ministry 

Air Ministry Works Department 

Air Officer Commanding 

Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief 

Armour Piercing (bomb) 

Aiming Point (for bombing) 

Air-raid precautions 

Air Position Indicator 

Air-speed Indicator 

Aircraft Servicing Platform (concrete apron) 

Administrative Staff Officer 

Air Training Corps, or Air Traffic Control 

Air Vice-Marshall 

British Air Forces of Occupation 

Bomber Command 

British Concrete Federation 

Care and Maintenance 

Conversion Flight 

Central Heating Station 

Chain Home Low (coastal radar system) 

Term used for the 4,000-lb HC (high capacity) blast bomb, often termed 
‘blockbuster’. It was basically a cylindrical container filled with high explosive, 
intended to be used against build up areas and factories. 

Cluster Projectile - an assembly of small bombs or flares which disperse when 
dropped. 

Cambridge University Officer Training Corps 
District Heating Scheme 
Directional Finding 

Deputy Master Bomber - see Appendix I 




DR, or D/R Dead Reckoning, or Distant Reading - see Appendix I 

ENSA Entertainments National Service Association - an organisation set up in 1939 

by Leslie Henson and Basil Dean to provide entertainment for British armed 
forces personnel during WWIII. 

ETA Estimated time of arrival 

EVT Educational and Vocational Training (for returning to civilian life) 

Flak Anti-aircraft fire, originally from the German Fliegerabwehrkanone(aircraft 

defence cannon). 

F/Lt Flight Lieutenant (later ‘Fit Lt’) 

F/O Flying Officer (later ‘Fg Off, sometimes ‘FO’) 

FRS Flying Refresher School 

F/Sgt Flight Sergeant (later ‘Fit Sgf) 

Freshmen Bomber Command crews who had just joined an operational squadron from 

their Training Units (OTUs). They were given lightly defended targets close to 
the enemy coast to gain experience. 

GAF German Air Force (Luftwaffe) 

Gardening Mine laying operations were given the code-name 'gardening' and the 

minefields or areas were called after vegetables or flowers such as carrots, 
Hollyhocks and Nasturtiums. 

G/Cpt Group Captain (later ‘Gp Capf) 

Gee A device that enabled a bomber's navigator to fix his position by consulting with 

an instrument known as a Gee Box. See Appendix I. 

GP General Purpose (as in bombs) 

H 2 S The H 2 S set carried in the aircraft was a crude navigational aid and aiming 

device which showed a ‘map’ of the ground beneath the aircraft on a cathode- 
ray monitor with unlimited range. It was the first such device which could be 
used at great distances from the UK. 

HE High Explosive 

HQ Headquarters 

H&V Heating and Ventilation 

HSL Height above sea level 

IFF Identification Friend, or Foe. Transreceiver (transponder) carried by an RAF 

aircraft which transmits a signal to a UK ground radar station when in range. 

ILS Instrument Landing System 

KG Kommanditsgesellschaft (Limited Partnership) 

LAC Leading Aircraftsman 

LNER London and North Eastern Railway 

LNSF Light Night Striking Force . Mosquito aircraft who would typically perform very 

effective nuisance raids in small numbers - they could carry a 4,000-lb Cookie 
all the way to Berlin. Another function was ‘spoofing’ with the Pathfinder force - 
see Appendix I. 



Loran 

Main Force 

Manna 


Manston 

MAP 

MB 

M&E 

Met 

M/G 

MO 

Momentum 

MQ 

MT 

MU 

NAAFI 

NATO 

NCO 

NFE 

Nickel 

Noball 

Oboe 

OC 

OCU 

ORB 

OTU 

O/R 


LOng RAnge Navigation. An American improvement to the earlier British Gee 
system. By using a lower frequency, the effective range was increased from 
400 miles to 1,200 miles. 

Bombers attacking a target who were not pathfinders and who would arrive 
shortly after the latter. 

Operation Manna took place from 29 April to the end of World War II in Europe 
on 8 May 1945. The USAAF ran Operation Chowhound in parallel. These two 
operations dropped a total of 11,000 tons of food into the occupied western 
part of the Netherlands, with the acquiescence of the occupying German 
forces, to help feed civilians who were in danger of starvation in the Dutch 
famine. 

(Kent) One of three emergency landing airfields with a huge runway and all 
facilities. (Woodbridge, Suffolk, and Carnaby, Yorks were the others). 

Ministry of Aircraft Production 

Master Bomber - see Appendix I 

Mechanical and Electrical 

Meteorological 

Machine gun 

Medical Officer 

The Exercise in September 1953 relating to a comprehensive testing of the UK 
air defences. 

Married Quarter 

Motor Transport (strictly Mechanical Transport) 

Maintenance Unit 

Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes - an organisation created by the 
government in 1921 to run recreational establishments needed by the British 
Armed Forces, and to sell goods to servicemen and their families. 

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 

Non Commissioned Officer 

Night Flying Equipment 

Propaganda leaflets dropped over enemy occupied territory 
Codename for attacks on the VI missile launch sites 

A blind bombing system which used two radar stations in the UK. One kept the 
(single) aircraft on a fixed path, the other indicated the bomb release point. An 
earlier version was used in Operation Trinity. 

Officer Commanding 

Operational Conversion Unit 

Operations Record Book - the day-to-day ‘diary’ required from all RAF units, 
also known as Form 540. 

Operational Training Unit - took trained aircrew from various disciplines, e.g. 
pilot, navigator, air-gunner, and formed them into an operational crew which 
would later join a squadron. 

Other Rank 


iv 



Pampa Unarmed Mosquito sorties into enemy territory undertaken typically by a single 

aircraft of 1409 Met Flight, were codenamed PAMPAS (Photoreconnaissance 
And Meteorological Photography Aircraft). 

PDM Period Delay Mechanism. This mechanism was in the circuit to the Firing Unit 

and 'counted' the number of times that the FU electrical relay operated before 
actually passing the firing current. This was to permit the sea area covered by 
that mine to be crossed by vessels a number of times implying that it was safe 
before firing the mine. '50% PDM meant that half of the mines were 'long delay' 
armed and the other half 'instant'. The PDM could not operate with some types 
of fuzing. 

PFF Pathfinder Force. The dedicated unit whose purpose is to find the target and 

then illuminate it in order that the Main Force to accurately bomb it. PFF was 
also known as 8 Group, Bomber Command. See Appendix I 

Pinetree This was the code-name for the USAAF 8th FIQ at Daws Flill near High 

Wycombe. It was adjacent to Naphill where HQ RAF Bomber Command was 
located. 

P/O Pilot Officer (later ‘Pit Off, sometimes ‘PO’) 

PoW Prisoner of War 

PRU Photographic Reconnaissance Unit 

PSA Public Services Agency (previously Ministry of Works - became Department of 

the Environment) 

PVM Primary Visual Marker - see Appendix I 

QFI Qualified Flying Instructor 

RA Royal Artillery 

RAE Royal Aircraft Establishment 

RLG Relief Landing Ground 

RSJ Rolled Steel Joist 

RSO Repair and Salvage Organisation / Unit. 

R/T Radio Telegraphy (speech) 

SAA Small arms and ammunition - typically rifle / machine gun. 

SAP Semi Armour Piercing 

SAO Station Armaments Officer 

SCI Smoke Curtain Installation. A storage tank mounted in an aircraft which could 

be used to spray chemical weapons, especially mustard gas 

SDO Station Defence Officer 

Sgt Sergeant 

SHQ Station Headquarters 

S/Ldr Squadron Leader, (later ‘Sqn Ldr’) 

SMO Senior Medical Officer 

SNCO Senior Non-commissioned Officer 

Spoof An attack (typically target marking) by a very small number of aircraft on a 

particular (genuine) target in an attempt to convince the enemy that it was 
about to become the real thing and thus draw the defences. Conversely it could 
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SSQ 

Stooge 

Tl 

Torch 

TRE 

Trinity 


u/s 

USAAF 

USAF 

UXB 

VC 

VCR 

VE 

Veg(etable)s 

WAAF 

W/Cdr 

Window 

W/O 

WOp/AG 

Woodbridge 

WRAF 

W/T 

WWI 

WWII 


consist of dummy ground markers triggered by the enemy in an attempt to 
redirect bombing. 

Station Sick Quarters 

RAF slang for a routine / ‘aimlessly flying-about’ sortie. 

Target Indicator (See PFF above) 

(Operation) The British-American invasion of French North Africa during the 
North African Campaign, started on November 8, 1942. 

Telecommunications Research Establishment 

The attack on the German warships Scharnhorst and Gneisenau at Brest from 
December 1941, using electronically equipped Stirlings. Non-equipped Stirlings 
would formate on the Trinity aircraft’s bombing. The actual system used 
consisted of a Baillie Beam at Helston or Bolt Head, and a CHL station at West 
Prawle in the UK and would be later developed to become ‘Oboe’. 

Unserviceable, (occasionally unsuitable) 

United States Army Air Force 

United States Air Force 

Unexploded bomb 

Visual Centerer - see Appendix I (Also Victoria Cross outside this document) 
Visual Control Room 
Victory in Europe 
Sea mines 

Women's Auxiliary Air Force 
Wing Commander (later ‘Wg Cdr’) 

Bundles of small metallised paper strips dropped from aircraft to jam enemy 
radar. 

Warrant Officer 

Wireless Operator, Air Gunner 

(Suffolk) One of three emergency landing airfields with a huge runway and all 
facilities. (Manston, Kent, and Carnaby, Yorks were the others) 

Women's Royal Air Force 

Wireless Telegraphy (Morse) 

World War One 

World War Two 
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1. Introduction 


1.1 Historical Summary 

Arguably the most distinctive features of Britain’s 20 th Century military defences are the 
profusion of aerodromes, landing grounds, communications and other associated defences. 
These aerodromes had many functions which included, training; active defence of the United 
Kingdom against aerial attack and for use as tactical bases for bomber aircraft carrying out 
raids against enemy targets in Europe. These sites also required a vast network of supply 
chains covering essential commodities such as fuel, ammunition, bombs, aircraft and trained 
personnel. In addition food and barrack equipment would be needed for personnel. There are 
over 1,200 such sites in the UK which accounts for over 0.75% of the land surface. 

Aerodromes developed during the pre-WWII revival were almost all the result of the RAF 
Expansion Scheme (1934-1940), implemented in response to the rise of Nazi Germany. 

Most of the permanent Expansion Period aerodromes are located within a short distance of a 
bus route or close to a railway station. They are found close to principal towns or cities with all 
the advantages of joint road and rail communications and centres of population to serve the 
RAF Volunteer and Special Reserve Schemes. 

RAF Oakington is five miles north-west of the City of Cambridge, located on the northern edge 
of the village of the same name, with the village of Long Stanton St Michael immediately to the 
west. The LNER Cambridge and St Ives branch railway (now closed) forms its eastern 
boundary with Oakington Station at NGR TL 418 650. The Cambridge to Huntingdon road (the 
old A604) is about 1.5 miles to the south of Oakington village. The centre of the airfield is at TL 
412 659. 

1.2 Notes on Sources 

Primary sources at the National Archives on RAF Oakington are preserved in fairly small 
numbers and are part of a much larger collection of documents relating to expansion of RAF, 
Bomber Command, as well as squadron and station Operational Record Books (ORBs). These 
are mainly found under the Letter code ‘AIR’. A complete list can be found in Appendix X. 

Based on primary sources, this study is an overview of the planning, construction and 
development of the RAF station; it also contains a brief operational history, plus a more detailed 
day-to-day diary of wartime RAF Oakington. 

There are very few preserved files on Oakington barracks in TNA, and the only archives found 
on the Immigration Centre can be found locate online at: 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/inspectorates/hmi-prisons/oakington-rem.htm 
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2. Airfield Development 


2.1 RAF Expansion (Schemes ‘A’ to ‘M’) 

Introduction 

By the end of 1932 Germany had commenced to re-arm, Hitler became Chancellor on 1 
February 1933 and in the next few years equipped an air force of major proportions. In an 
attempt to achieve parity with Germany’s increasing air strength, the British (National) 
Government introduced a number of schemes for the expansion of the RAF, which followed in 
quick succession between 1934 and 1939. Five schemes were passed by the Cabinet: ‘A’, ‘C’, 
‘F’, ‘L’ and M. Another three ‘H’, ‘J’ and ‘K’ were formulated but never went beyond the 
proposal stage although many new RAF stations proposed under these schemes did become 
part of the next scheme to be passed by the Cabinet. Schemes ‘B’, ‘D’, ‘E’ and ‘G’ never 
reached the point of formal submission. This expansion through the successful schemes, led to 
a large-scale re-building programme with existing stations being modernised in keeping with 
numerous new RAF aerodromes then being built between 1934 and 1940. 

Scheme ‘A’ 

The first scheme (Scheme ‘A’), adopted in July 1934, called for a front-line strength of 1,544 
aircraft (within five years) of which 1,252 were for home defence. The ADGB air-fighting zone of 
the old 52-squadron scheme was expanded from Gosport in the south to Usworth in the north 
so that for the first time since 1918, fighter squadrons were again based in the north-east. 

Scheme ‘C’ 

Scheme ‘C’ replaced Scheme ‘A’ when the size of Germany’s air force became known in 1935 
and came about as a result of Hitler personally stating to Sir John Simon and Mr. Eden in 
March 1935 that the German Air Force had already reached parity with the RAF. Scheme ‘C’ 
was implemented on 22 May 1935 - to provide a Metropolitan Air Force of 123 squadrons with 

1.500 aircraft within two years and was also known as the ‘100-squadron’ Scheme. 

Scheme ‘F’ 

Scheme ‘F’ came about due to further German expansion and working up to a programme of 

2.500 first-line aircraft by March 1939. Another reason was the outbreak of the Abyssinian War. 
It was approved in February 1936. This replaced Scheme ‘C’ before it was completed and 
allowed for 124 squadrons with 1,750 front-line aircraft. The programme of aircraft construction 
of the previous schemes was not beyond the capacity of the firms existing in the industry. 
Scheme ‘F’ was however, too large for these firms to undertake unaided. It was therefore 
decided to bring into operation a number of ‘shadow factories’. The factories in question were 
the large motor car plants in the Birmingham and Coventry districts where new factories were to 
be erected in close proximity to the parent works (hence the term shadow factory). Later the 
scheme was expanded to Blackpool, Manchester and Liverpool. 

Probably the most significant aspect of Scheme ‘F’ was the importance placed on increased 
aircraft production and the provision of new sites for holding aircraft and components which 
were to be held in reserve. This therefore directly led to the setting up of Aircraft Storage Units 
(ASU) on many of the new Flying Training Schools (FTS). These were for the storage of 
finished aircraft from the manufacturing plants and their subsequent final preparation, 
acceptance and delivery to the flying units. Designed on similar lines to the ASUs, Equipment 
Depots (ED) were to hold stocks of every conceivable item ready for despatch to the airfields - 
aircraft components (excluding complete aircraft) as well as barrack equipment for the 
aerodromes. 
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By the end of the year, Scheme ‘H’ was proposed which would have increased the front-line 
strength at the expense of the reserves but was soon rejected. 

Between 1 May and 10 July 1936, the Air Council reviewed the system of command and 
administration prevailing in Home Commands. As a result ADGB, with its three sub-ordinates, 
Western Area, Central Area, Fighting Area, and No. 1 Air Defence Group, Coastal Area and 
Inland Area, were all disbanded. Instead, the first four new commands, each with an Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief were formed: 

• Training Command formed out of the old Inland Area on 1 May 1936 - to control all 
training units at home including the RAF Reserve and Inspector of Civil Schools. 
Headquarters established at Buntingsdale Hall, Market Drayton. 

• Bomber Command formed on 10 July 1936 - controlling bomber squadrons and 
organised under a number of Groups. Headquarters established at Hillingdon House, 
Uxbridge. 

• Fighter Command formed on 10 July 1936 - controlling fighter squadrons under a number 
of Groups, Army Co-operation squadrons and the Royal Observer Corps. Headquarters 
established at Stanmore Park, London. 

• Coastal Command formed out of the old Coastal Area on 10 July 1936 - controlling flying 
boats and general reconnaissance squadrons, administration and shore training of the 
squadrons of Fleet Air Arm. Headquarters established at Lee-on-Solent. 

Schemes ‘L’ and ‘M’ 

Scheme ‘J’ would have given the RAF by the summer of 1941, nearly 2,400 first-line aircraft, 
including 900 heavy bombers. But this would have entailed considerable financial expenditure 
which was not acceptable to the Government, who instructed the Air Ministry to prepare a 
cheaper version, which it did in the form of Scheme ‘K’. 

Scheme ‘K’ came before the Cabinet in March 1938, but by this time the German move into 
Austria had occurred and it therefore became necessary for an accelerated programme. 
Scheme L was the result, passed by the Cabinet on 27 April 1938 and this involved a 
programme of aircraft construction which represented the maximum output from industry within 
a two year period. Long before the first year had passed, came the Munich Crises and Scheme 
‘L’ was replaced by Scheme ‘M’. Scheme ‘M’ was approved on 7 November 1938 for 2,550 first- 
line aircraft in the Metropolitan Air Force and this was scheduled to be completed by 31 March 
1942. 1 

2.2 RAF Station Building Fabric 

Introduction 

The expansion of the RAF provided the Works Directorate with its first real opportunity to 
design and construct permanent buildings of character and uniformity. The expansion 
programme was achieved through careful planning and design, based around a system of 
standardised ‘Type’ designs. Standard buildings of this nature were erected at the majority of 
stations and in respect of facing and clothing materials were modified only in keeping with local 
conditions. The architectural style was required to be appropriate to the locality and conform to 
the rural surroundings in which the RAF station was situated. A style of simple well proportioned 
Georgian architecture was adopted with the use of hand-made facing bricks of the same colour 
and texture for all buildings and roofing tiles which were selected for colour, texture and pointing 
to be appropriate to the district. Generally roofs of the first schemes were covered with red 


1 Maintenance, p.1-2 
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sand-faced tiles - double Roman interlocking types for technical buildings and plain or pan tiles 
for domestic buildings. Steel windows were employed for technical buildings and double-hung 
sashes with timber frames showing on the outside were installed in domestic buildings. 
Windowpanes and bars were of the same proportion throughout and originally painted ‘broken 
white’. The architectural treatment therefore was of formal fenestration using a standard style of 
windowpane. 

Under Scheme ‘C’, came a requirement for buildings to have better protection against bomb 
blast and incendiary devices and this necessitated a change from brickwork to concrete 
construction for technical buildings. Domestic accommodation continued to be built in brick but 
generally had flat roofs of concrete slab with a brick parapet wall. 

Under Scheme ‘L’ (1938) came another change, this time monolithic concrete was replaced by 
brick and for new stations the brick parapet walls were replaced by a new protected roof 
arrangement with flat roofs of clean design having overhanging concrete slabs. For domestic 
buildings timber double-hung sashes were replaced with multi-pane steel casements. It is within 
this and the subsequent Scheme M category that the majority of buildings at Oakington belong 
although there are some designs originating from Scheme ‘A’. 

2.3 RAF Stations Erected Under Schemes ‘L’ and ‘M’ 

At the outbreak of war in September 1939 many of the new stations built under Schemes ‘L’ 
and M as well as those that were being extended for an increase in establishment, were still in 
various stages of construction. Many operational stations that were required for the war effort 
had to be completed with modifications in the interest of immediate economy. This is 
characterised Scheme ‘M’ stations by the following: 

• Type ‘J’ aircraft sheds instead of type ‘C’ 

• Surface air-raid shelters instead of underground basement refuges 

• Absence of pre-war married quarters 

• Absence of permanent decontamination centre and annexe to sick quarters 

• Absence of petrol tanker sheds 

• Absence of a permanent bomb stores 

During 1939 new permanent stations of standard functions were investigated, planned and 
commenced under ‘L’ and ‘M’ expansion schemes. 

Whilst the planning and layout of these stations are basically similar and adopt the same 
compact camp layouts, the most striking difference between the two schemes is the numbers 
and type of aircraft sheds used. Scheme ‘L’ stations were furnished with an austerity type ‘C’ 
aircraft shed which were erected under the peacetime concept of five hangars for a heavy 
bomber station. The exception to this rule is Middleton St George which appears to be caught in 
a transition between Schemes ‘L’ and ‘M’ and as a result has a single type ‘C’ and one type ‘J’ 
aircraft shed. 

Stations planned under Scheme ‘M’ were the last of the permanent pre-war planning schemes, 
all have type ‘J’ aircraft sheds but by now the war had overtaken construction and with it came 
the Air Ministry restriction on keeping aircraft inside hangars. Consequently the numbers of 
sheds on stations belonging to this scheme was reduced and the contracts already awarded to 
the engineering firms for sheds of this type were either cancelled or more likely, the steelwork 
was manufactured and redirected elsewhere. 
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Table 1 -: 

Scheme ‘L’ and ‘M’ Stations 



Scheme ‘L’ 


Scheme ‘M’ 

Station 

Opened 

‘C’ 

Sheds 


Station 

Opened 

■j’ 

Sheds 

Binbrook 

26-06-40 

5 


Colerne 

18-05-40 

2 + 

Bramcote 

04-06-40 

5 


Coningsby 

04-11-40 

2 

Coltishall 

00-05-40 

4 


North Luffenham 

00-12-40 

2 

Horsham St Faith 

04-06-40 

5 


Oakington 

01-07-40 

2 

Leeming 

03-06-40 

5 


Ouston 

unknown 

1 

Lindholme 

03-06-40 

5 


Swanton Morley 

00-09-40 

1 

Middleton St George 

00-04-41 

1* 


Swinderby 

01-08-40 

2 

Middle Wallop 

unknown 

5 


Syerston 

01-12-40 

2 

Newton 

unknown 

5 


Waterbeach 

01-01-41 

2 

St Eval 

02-10-39 

3 


* Middleton St George also had a single ‘J’ 

Topcliffe 

00-09-40 

5 


+ Colerne also had 3 ‘K’ type sheds, being 

Wick 

22-09-39 

4 
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Immediately at the outbreak of war, austerity measures were further applied to all stations then 
still uncompleted. Wherever the state of construction permitted, all building refinements were 
omitted and the construction of married quarters discontinued. Buildings yet to be commenced 
were erected either in temporary brick (such as latrine blocks) or sectional hutting while others 
were never built (petrol tanker sheds). 

All Scheme ‘M’ stations shared buildings of similar architectural style and design, the main 
difference being the extent of the austerity measures employed. The construction of 
Waterbeach for example was started earlier than Oakington and therefore it has the 
appearance of being more of a permanent station than Oakington. The tarmac parade ground 
and small differences such as roof to the squash racquets Courts are examples. Waterbeach 
had another advantage over Oakington in that it opened with hard surface runways and 
although this delayed the opening to 1 January 1941 it meant that its operations could be 
conducted regardless of local weather conditions - a problem that plagued Oakington until the 
summer of 1942. 

Scheme M buildings typically had cavity brick walls with 9 in internal walls and or open plan 
rooms with concrete beams supporting a flat roof of reinforced concrete slab. The roof projected 
slightly beyond the walls and parapet walls were not used (which were a feature of previous 
schemes) although a few buildings such as the operations block are of earlier designs. Another 
characteristic of the scheme is the continuous perimeter pre-cast concrete band set above the 
window line. Window openings are usually grouped together (in pairs or threes) and share the 
same pre-cast concrete sill. 
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3. RAF Oakington - Planning and Construction 


3.1 Location 

The camp buildings and part of the aerodrome were built on part of Inholms Farm with the 
boundary of the camp located between Rampton Road and Long Lane. The farm stood on the 
southern edge of the bomb stores area and a portion of the farm buildings survived the war into 
the late 1950s but have since been demolished. A public road between Oakington village and 
Long Stanton St Michael was later incorporated into the airfield and so was Wilson Lane; both 
were closed to the public. The road between the two villages was stopped just beyond Keeble 
Cottage at the Oakington village end. During the war Rampton Road was also closed because 
of the WWII expansion of the bomb stores. 

3.2 Proposed Camp Layout 

The first contract site plan 10827/39 (which does not survive) was superseded by a detailed 
1/2,500 scale plan 15344/39 drawn in October 1939 by architect Frank Hawbest ARIBA. At this 
time the proposed station was considerably smaller than the 1945 Air Ministry plan 785/45. 
Humphreys Ltd of Knightsbridge, London was the main contractor for both Oakington and 
Waterbeach. The Oakington to Long Stanton St Michael road formed the southern boundary 
and in the north by the track leading to Inholms Farm. It did not include three fields between this 
lane and the railway on the eastern side of Inholms Farm later used for the construction of the 
bomb stores, sewage disposal works and a runway extension. 

Altogether twelve trial bore holes were sunk which showed that there was an average of six 
inches of top soil followed by between one and two feet of clay, then two to four feet of sand 
and gravel followed by water. The camp area sloped slightly east to west, the landing ground 
was also slightly bowl-shaped, draining towards the perimeter in all directions with about a ten 
feet drop. 


Table II - Borehole data 

Hole No. 

Top Soil (ins) 

Subsoil 

3 

6 

1ft 6 in of clay, 3 ft 6 in course sand, 6 in water 

4 

6 

1 ft 6in of clay, 3 ft sand & gravel, 6 in water 

5 

6 

1 ft clay, 2 ft 9 in gravel, 6 in water 

6 

6 

1 ft 9 in sandy clay, 1 ft sand & gravel, 2 ft sandy gault 

7 

6 

2 ft clay, 2 ft 6 in sand & clay, 3 ft sandy gault & gravel 

8 

9 

1 ft 8 in clay 4 ft sand & gravel, 7 in water 

10 

6 

2 ft 6 in clay, 2 ft sand & gault, 2 ft sand, 6 in water 

11 

6 

1 ft 6in clay, 5 ft 6 in sand & gravel. Water level at 7 ft 6 in 

12 

6 

1 ft 8 in clay, 2 ft 9 in sandy clay, 6 in water 


The most significant difference between the original planning of the camp area and what was 
actually built is the number of ‘J’ aircraft sheds allocated for both Oakington and Waterbeach. 
Four were proposed at each of the two stations with contracts let, and space was allowed for 
another two. At Oakington one of these would have been allocated to the RAF Special Reserve. 
Two were to be built at the north-east end of the crescent and three at the south-west end. The 
northern pair even had access roads built from the perimeter track but the sheds were never 
built. In the end two sheds were cancelled and the allotted spaces for the others were left empty 
for a while. 
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Other buildings shown on drawing 15344/39 which were never built are as follows: 

• Field Force MT Shed - a large MT garage for storing vehicles and equipment belonging to 
a mobile squadron which was part of the Field Force for active service in France 

• Petrol Tanker Sheds - four 3-bay and three 2-bay sheds were planned to be built 
positioned between the aircraft sheds for garaging the station's aviation petrol tanker fleet. 

• Church and Gymnasium 

• Airmen's Married Quarters 

• Officers' Married Quarters 

• Parade Ground - although a parade ground was provided it is in the form of a grass 
surface not tarmac. 

• Decontamination Centre and Annexe to Sick Quarters. Although these two buildings were 
built, the October 1939 drawing identifies permanent ‘L’ Scheme buildings and not the 
austerity ‘M’ Scheme versions which were actually built. 

3.3 As-Built Camp Layout 

Although the smaller camp area of the pre-war planning of RAF Oakington is largely due to the 
omission of the two married quarters groups (officers and other ranks), its street arrangement is 
similar to stations belonging to the older expansion schemes but on a smaller scale. It consists 
of a single main entrance at right-angles to Rampton Road with an Air Ministry driveway 
(running north-west / south-east) of sufficient length (no other buildings were permitted along 
this route) so as to allow unobstructed views from the officers' mess and quarters. It finishes at 
the guard and fire party house and station headquarters (SHQ). The planning of these two 
buildings is typical of pre-war RAF stations with the guard and fire party house on one side and 
set back from the main access route. This gives a clear view of the SHQ which occupies a 
formal position at the head of the main driveway. 

The officers' mess and quarters is accessed halfway along the main driveway in a position that 
is also in-keeping with pre-war RAF station planning. It faces south-west and overlooks an open 
field allocated for sports. What is missing however, are the officers' married quarters as these 
were not built until after the war, firstly in prefabricated form followed by more permanent two- 
storey dwellings in the late 1940s. 

In front of the SHQ is a roundabout with a flag staff at its centre and from here roads branch off 
as two main streets that run in parallel (400 feet apart) one on either side of the SHQ. These 
continue on through the domestic part of the camp to connect with the technical area. The main 
roadways are 18 feet wide and subsidiaries are 15 feet wide - all roads are lined on both sides 
with various species of trees which today form attractive avenues. The concrete of all roads and 
paths was toned down with a thin coat of tarmac to make them less conspicuous from the air. 
The central portion of the parallel street arrangement has three formal areas formed by a series 
of roads at right-angles to the main streets. The central area is the parade ground with barrack 
blocks aligned along both sides, the north-east end has the combined dining room and institute 
with the sergeants' mess and quarters at the south-west end (both of these face south-west). 
The domestic street arrangement is therefore symmetrical in planning; it is based on a grid 
arrangement with generous separation between buildings and plenty of tree planting for 
concealment. 

The street arrangement of the technical area is quite different to the domestic part. Here the 
positions of buildings are worked out from setting out lines originating from the watch office as 
the focal point. Although the grid arrangement is also used for the technical area the roads are 
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laid out in a crescent formation with buildings arranged symmetrically including the four aircraft 
sheds as originally planned on drawing 15344/39. As events turned out the station ended up 
with just two ‘J’ aircraft sheds, which were erected in positions as shown on the original 
drawing, but the others were never built. 

Separating the two formal groups (domestic and technical) is a sub-group of buildings and 
structures necessary for the day-to-day running of the station's services. These were the 
responsibility of the Clerk of Works and Station Engineer of the Air Ministry Works Department 
(AMWD). The services provided included mains electricity supply, central heating, water, 
sewage disposal and building maintenance. All major buildings on the camp were connected to 
the station's domestic heating scheme provided by the central heating station. A steam heating 
service was fed via an underground main to buildings connected to the scheme. One important 
building which came under the Clerk of Works was dispersed away from the centralised area - 
this is the stand-by set house which could provide, in an emergency, a minimal electric supply 
to essential buildings requiring such a service. 

Between this centralised facility are the main stores, main workshops and armoury which 
dominate the technical buildings. Smaller technical buildings include the parachute store and 
Link trainer. Another sub-group is the MT vehicle sheds and yard, which is placed in an 
awkward position between the main workshops and the domestic area. 

The change from parallel to a crescent street layout not only formally defines the two main 
areas of the camp layout but there is a functional component too in the form of passive defence. 
The station is a relatively compact non-dispersed layout but the buildings enjoy a fairly large 
amount of separation from each other despite their symmetrical planning. Furthermore many 
are designed on internal dispersal whereby they have a plan-form based either on an ‘E’, ‘H’, ‘L’ 
or ‘O’ shapes and some adopt a link-detached arrangement with a central block and two wings. 
Breaking up a building into units that occupy different directions prevents large concentrations 
of personnel within the same area at the same time. In the event of an air-raid personnel stood 
a better chance of survival caught inside a building that is planned against such an event. 

Technical buildings were provided on a three-squadron scale to take account of the possibility 
that up to three bomber squadrons might be based at Oakington simultaneously. Austerity 
measures of Scheme ‘M’ required that certain non-essential buildings were not needed and this 
meant that the station's mobile aviation petrol fleet were not garaged in individual blocks of 
garages. Two aviation petrol installations were provided but only one is in its original October 
1939 position (99). The other (58) occupied the vacant space planned originally for the Field 
Force MT shed. Both of these had a capacity of 72,000 gallons. 

The hangar arrangement was originally based on four ‘J’ aircraft sheds with space allocated for 
another two, arranged in a crescent for accommodating (on pre-war scales) three squadrons. 
Under wartime conditions just two sheds were seen as adequate to meet the station's needs as 
aircraft were now forbidden to be stored indoors and instead they had to be dispersed around 
the airfield. It was not until late 1942 when this rule was relaxed that Oakington received its 
extra hangars. Two T2 hangars were erected instead of the additional ‘J’ aircraft sheds as these 
sheds were no longer being built. The combined floor area was still far less than originally 
intended and the hangars were placed on an alignment different from the original pre-war 
planning. 

A Ministry of Aircraft Production B1 hangar was also erected on a site away from the main 
technical area, but this was for a civilian aircraft repair party and had nothing to do with the 
operational side of the RAF station. 
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Building types are mainly designs from previous schemes that have had austerity modifications, 
either to offer better protection against bomb blast or were quicker to erect than the older 
designs. This took the form of extra sets of deviation drawings that were issued for each 
building effected. The main modifications were: 

• the omission of the parapet wall erected above the perimeter of the roof 

• lower ceilings (SHQ) 

• the use of Smith's patent flooring 2 - using the latest technology for fire-proof floors. 

Some designs were completely new and unique to Scheme ‘M’ such as the ‘J’ aircraft shed, 
while others were built to the same standards as earlier schemes such as the operations block. 
The final group is represented by buildings and structures which were a product of WWII such 
as the Marston sheds, Nissen huts and the synthetic navigation classroom. 

Scheme M stations only had one design of barrack block while stations of previous schemes 
had more than one type (as they were extended during Schemes ‘L’ and ‘M’). At Oakington 
each barrack block and communal building also had one surface air-raid shelter within running 
distance of the two main exit routes, while the same design built at station of older schemes 
had basement refuges instead of detached air-raid shelters. 

To the north of the runways is the bomb stores area which is based on a wartime dispersed 
layout but originally contained elements of pre-war designed structures supplemented by typical 
WWII storage areas, necessary as stocks of weapons held at bomber stations increased 
dramatically during WWII. 

A dispersed Sewage Disposal Site was placed at the northernmost point of the camp. Raw 
sewage is pumped from the camp by an air compressor located at the AMWD complex. As the 
station had opened before the camp buildings had been completed a number of temporary huts 
and tents had been erected. 

The following opening dates in 1940 are known: 


• 

01 July 

Station opened 

• 

16 July 

First Bomb Store ready 

• 

6 September 

Main Stores 

• 

1 September 

Barrack Blocks 

• 

6 October 

Guardroom and Fire Party House 

• 

28 October 

Officers' Mess and Quarters 

• 

11 November 

Operations Block 

• 

24 December 

Air Ministry Bombing Teacher (Armoury) 

3.4 Airfield Defence 


During the late summer of 1940 as part of an Air Ministry enquiry into formulating an airfield 
defence policy, an inspection was carried out at 41 RAF stations by Major General GBO Taylor 
(Inspector General of Fortifications at the War Office). During September 1940, Taylor’s 
conclusions were published in a paper known as the Taylor Report' and this became the main 
guide for the planning of airfield defences. He divided his proposals into three main categories 
according to the likely scale of attack from German forces. 


2 Smith's Fireproof Floors Ltd of Imber Court, East Molesey, Surrey. 
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The three classes were as follows: 

• Class I - airfields located within 20 miles of a port that could potentially be used by enemy 
parachutists who would capture the landing ground for use by their troop-carrying aircraft. 
They could then operate a shuttle-service to deliver large numbers of infantry. These men 
might then advance upon the nearby port, so that once captured it could then be used to 
off-load more troops and fighting vehicles. 

• Class II airfields defined as those 'liable to intensive attack, but mainly confined to air and 
parachute attack'. Class II airfields were further divided into: 

■ Class lla - fighter and bomber stations that could be used for refuelling and re-arming 
RAF aircraft engaged in operations against positions of enemy forces. 

■ Class lib - stations within five miles of a vulnerable point such as an aircraft factory 

■ Class lie - all Aircraft Storage Units 

• Class III - all remaining RAF airfields. 

RAF Oakington was classified as a Class lla airfield to be used for counter attacks against 
enemy invasion forces. For airfields under this classification the report recommended between 
six and ten pillboxes for inner defence and between nine and fourteen for outward defence. 
Eight dummy pillboxes, and three armoured vehicles were also recommended. Outer pillboxes 
were to command a field of fire into the station's hinterland, engaging parachutists as they 
approached the airfield. Inward firing pillboxes located on the airfield boundary protected the 
landing ground from attack by parachutists. 

Passive defence and concealment were an important factor, using natural cover wherever 
possible, with pillboxes sited on field boundary hedges and otherwise exploiting vegetation to 
break up their geometric forms. 

Although conforming to these guidelines, the pillbox defences at Oakington are mainly 
positioned around the airfield perimeter with some protecting vulnerable points such as aviation 
fuel installations. A number of defence localities were established at the site with groups of 
three pillboxes arranged in a triangle formation. An air-raid shelter and accommodation for the 
defence unit was also provided. 

It had been intended that in the event of an invasion of the UK, that RAF training aircraft should 
proceed by air to certain bomber stations and Oakington was one of these stations. It would be 
these, (known affectionately during the summer of 1940 as the ‘Cooks and Butchers Force’) 
along with the resident squadrons that would be called upon to attack the invading forces. 

The first defence unit consisted of 33 members of Cambridge University Officer Training Corps 
armed with rifles and two Vickers machine-guns. The unit was barracked in the upper storey of 
Inholmes farmhouse, but 155 men of the 6th Royal Sussex Regiment replaced the unit on 13 
July 1940. 
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Plate 5: Oblique aerial views of the main camp area, c.2010 
Photo: Richard Flagg 



Plate 6: Oblique aerial views showing ASP and remaining runway, c.2010 

Photo: Richard Flagg 
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Fig. 1: Site plan, October 1939 
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RAF Oakington Setting Out Plan October 1939 

• Trial Holes (3 to 12) 

Fig. 2: Setting out plan for the main buildings, October 1939 
Note the symmetrical road layout 
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3.5 Runways 

As originally conceived on the Hawbest plan of October 1939, there was no perimeter track just 
four grass strips identified from the air by ‘L’ shaped concrete markers. Under Air Ministry 
criteria for May 1939, the aerodrome was planned using four grass strips: 

• NE/SW 1,400 yards by 400 yards 

• E/W 1,400 yards by 200 yards - roughly following the 45 ft HSL contour but with a steep 
fall to 30 ft at the LNER railway 

• N/S running parallel with the LNER railway rising from 30 ft HSL to 45 ft HSL at the 
Oakington village end 

• NW/SE 1,000 yards by 200 yards - strip probably abandoned after February 1940. 

During 1940 a standard width 50 ft wide perimeter track was built within the October 1939 
boundary, its shape constrained by the location of Long Stanton St Michael and Oakington 
villages and the public road connecting them in the south. 

Within the existing perimeter track three runways each with a width of 50 yards were built along 
the centreline of all but the short NW/SE strip, beginning in September 1941 and completing 
around June 1942. At this time a small number of aircraft dispersals were also built south of the 
Oakington to Long Stanton St Michael road. It was not until 1943, with the extension of runway 
050/230 to the south of this road, that the other southern dispersals were built with access from 
a new southern perimeter track. Runway 010/190 was extended in both directions, beyond the 
northern perimeter track, and at the southern end a narrow access track connecting with 
runway 100/280 was widened to become part of the runway. The third runway 100/280 was 
never extended and remained at its 1942 length. In its final form the airfield met the 1942 RAF 
Class ‘A’ standard for an operational airfield: 

• Runway 050/230 at 6,121 feet 

• Runway 100/280 at 4,609 feet 

• Runway 010/190 at 4,615 feet. 

Because of the location of the bomb stores, the position of the camp buildings and the two 
villages, aircraft dispersals were mainly confined to two groups for two bomber squadrons. 
Each group consisted of fifteen circular hardstandings with one group to the north of Oakington 
village and the other south of Long Stanton St Michael. 

The first runway to be removed 100 / 280 was demolished in the early 1970s and this was 
followed by most of the other two as well as the southern dispersals. A 1,640 feet length of 
runway 050/230 was left in-situ for use by light aircraft. 
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Plate 7: Aerial view of airfield, 03 March 1944 
Photo: PHT Green /Aldon Ferguson 


Plate 8: 7 Squadron Stirling with bombing up trolleys 
Photo: PHT Green/Aldon Ferguson 
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3.6 Dispersed Sites and Married Quarters 

Wartime Dispersed Sites 

Between 1942 and the winter of 1944/5 (the gymnasium / dance hall on Site 4 did not open 
until 8 October 1944), five dispersed domestic sites and a sewage disposal works were built 
between Long Stanton All Saints and Long Stanton St Michael. These were: 

• Site No.2 RAF Living Site - redeveloped as officers' married quarters 

• Site No.3 RAF Living Site 

• Site No.4 Gymnasium / Dance Hall 

• Site No.5 WAAF Living Site - redeveloped as airmen's married quarters 3 

• Site No.6 Sewage Disposal Works. 

Buildings on these sites mainly consisted of prefabricated hutting, the majority being 16 feet 
span Nissen huts and British Concrete Federation (BCF) huts for use as accommodation blocks 
while officers’ and sergeants' messes, dining rooms, institute, latrines and ablutions were all 
constructed of temporary brick. 

Post-War Airmen’s Married Quarter Sites 

The first post-war domestic site to be re-developed as a married quarters was Site 5. In 1946, 
30 semi-detached airmen’s married quarter blocks (60 houses) were planned and constructed; 
this was followed by 7 semi-detached blocks (14 houses) between 1948 and 1949. In 1954 
plans were prepared to include another 34 houses (1 block of six, 2 blocks of semi-detached, 3 
blocks of four terraces and 3 blocks of three houses). 

In 1963 another airmen’s’ married quarters estate was built utilising Site No.4 and land further 
north, which led to the demolition of the station gymnasium and cinema. A new Air Ministry road 
was laid connecting it to the Site 5 married quarters and it is also accessed from School Road. 
The new development allowed for quarters for 89 airmen in a single phase, made up of 17 
blocks of semi-detached houses, 5 terraced blocks of three houses each, 10 terrace blocks of 
four houses each plus, a total of 22 garages. By the mid 1960s, the site had been renamed 
Magdalene Close. By 1967, the original children’s play area had been redeveloped as the site 
for another 20 lock-up garages (the children’s play area was relocated to two new sites, either 
side of the new garages. Also around this time, a NAAFI families shop and messing store was 
built close to the entrance with School Road. 

Post-War Officer’s Married Quarters 

In 1949, the first phase of officers’ married quarters were built on Site No.2 at Bush Close (later 
called Thatchers Wood), these consisted of 10 detached houses. A small development of 4 
semi-detached blocks for eight junior officers followed this at the northern end of the site. To the 
south of this another 10 detached houses were planned and built in 1952 and around the same 
period another small development of 2 semi-detached blocks for four warrant officers was 
added to the west of the junior officer’s houses. 

In 1956, the first phase of married quarters were planned and built at Rampton Drift, it consisted 
of 20 detached and semi-detached houses. This was followed in 1963 by another 10 semi¬ 
detached and a detached house. The final phase of house construction took place in 1976, 
when 55 married soldiers quarters were built on the south-east side of the existing Rampton 
Drift estate, these consisted of 5 terrace blocks of three houses, 5 terrace blocks of four houses 
and 4 terraces of five houses. Another extension of 45 houses was not proceeded with. 


3 Air Ministry drawings 6342/54 and 6343/54 
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Fig. 4: RAF Oakington - Dispersed Sites Nos.2-6 1945 
Based on Air Ministry Drawing 785/45 
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4. Operational History 


4.1 Introduction 

Until 1936 all the bomber and fighter aircraft of the home-based Air Force were included in the 
Air Defence of Great Britain. Continued expansion resulted in the ADGB becoming unwieldy 
and it was therefore split into two separate functions - Fighter Command and Bomber 
Command. 

Fighter Command built up a force of Hurricanes and Spitfires and created an organisation 
involving radar and the Observer Corps that enabled it to face the concentrated might of the 
German Air Force and to win the Battle of Britain. Bomber Command was initially faced with 
solving the problems connected with bombing on a grand scale and learnt how to succeed 
where the German Air Force had failed. 

In September 1939 none of the RAF heavy bombers had been delivered, and the Command 
was mainly equipped with Battles and Blenheims plus a small number of medium bombers in 
the shape of Hampdens, Whitleys and Wellingtons. When war broke out Bomber Command 
was not allowed to bomb targets on land. The only possible targets therefore, were enemy 
warships at sea and at anchor. For various reasons these could only be attacked with any good 
success during daylight and a concentrated effort was therefore made against German 
warships in the Heligoland Bight. At this time a strong force of German fighter aircraft was 
allocated to the defence of the German fleet, and the RAF bombers which had yet to be fitted 
with self-sealing petrol tanks, suffered a high rate of casualties. 

In order to succeed in building up a bomber force equal to the task ahead, the Command 
changed its tactics to concentrate on night bombing. 

On 10 May the Germans invaded France and the Low Countries, Holland and Belgium, and a 
few days later the French Army collapsed. For the time being the full effort of the home based 
bombers was engaged upon the task of supporting and protecting the Army in France. Later the 
RAF had to fight hard to create and maintain the air situation necessary to permit the 
evacuation from Dunkirk. 

Casualties were heavy and the fall of France found RAF squadrons seriously depleted. 
Immediate and energetic action was then required to restore RAF strength and to take on the 
next task. This was the battering of the ports at which the enemy was preparing his invasion of 
the British Isles. The success with which this was accomplished was a further (and often 
overlooked) contribution to the final victory of the Battle of Britain. 

As the chances of invasion receded and the German offensive against this country settled down 
to an attempt to break the morale and industrial capacity of UK cities, there came an imperative 
need for reprisals. This was the beginning, though on a small scale, of genuine strategic 
bombing - i.e. bombing which is intended to realise a specific purpose that fits into the grand 
strategy of war and not to perform an ancillary and complementary role which had been the 
case up to now. 

The aim from this point in the war was to destroy the enemy's industrial centres and their 
associated built-up areas, as well as all public utilities of all kinds so that he no longer had the 
power or will to continue with the war. 
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4.2 RAF Oakington - WWII 
Background 

RAF Oakington was constructed during the last of the pre-war expansion schemes, and as a 
result construction commenced before the outbreak of WWII, but was not completed until 
sometime after. Humphreys Ltd erected a temporary camp first, consisting of a series of 18 ft 
span timber huts and tented accommodation. The temporary station headquarters for example, 
consisted of a pair of 50 ft long huts joined together by a 10 ft wide entrance lobby. 

Building work was far from finished on 1 July 1940 when the station officially opened. Flying 
began soon after, and its very first unit was the mobile (Field Force) 218 Squadron which had 
recently been evacuated from northern France with its Blenheim aircraft. 

218 Squadron 

Conditions at first were consequently very crude but on 18 July the first four Blenheims arrived, 
followed by another twelve on the next day, and this was followed a period of training and 
familiarisation on the aircraft type. This involved cross-country flying and formation flying. The 
squadron became fully operational on 19 August when the first sortie was flown by T1996 (F/O 
Richmond), which took-off early in the morning for an operation to Vlissingen. Soon after T1990 
(S/Ldr House) took-off for De Kooy but had to abort owing to insufficient cloud cover. The last 
sortie on this day took-off for Haamstede but this mission too failed. 

Further south the Battle of Britain was raging and in a situation which was becoming very tense, 
the Blenheims flew a series of short-range bomber attacks in an attempt to disrupt the ominous 
gathering of enemy forces which were being assembled for the projected Nazi invasion of the 
UK. On 7 September HQ 2 Group issued the first No.2 (Yellow) Invasion Alert - signifying an 
invasion of Great Britain within three days. All personnel on leave were recalled; aircraft were 
bombed up and aircrew placed on readiness. The following day Invasion Alert No.1 was issued 
(invasion within twelve hours). On this day a number of reconnaissance sorties were flown, 
firstly to Leeuwarden and Bergen-Alkmaar and then along the coast between The Hague and 
Knocke. Sergeant Clayton piloting L8848 and his crew failed to return. 

The unit’s first real success came on 13 September, when a direct hit on a destroyer was made 
by N6183, piloted by Sergeant Owen who while on a reconnaissance sortie to Ostend, spotted 
a convoy in the Scheldt estuary and dropped his bombs across it. The first bomb dropped by 
the unit on German soil was carried out by Blenheim P6959 (Sgt Hoos) on 3 October. He took- 
off for Sterkrade Holten but was unable to identify the target, he aimed at a small factory and hit 
a house instead! 

Fortunately the launch of the invasion barges was eventually postponed, although German 
uniforms did make a surprise appearance at Oakington on the evening of 19 September, when 
a Ju 88 of 4(F) 121 crash landed on the airfield. This was the first complete example of the type 
to fall into RAF hands and was duly whisked away to the RAE at Farnborough for evaluation. 

On 2 November the unit was notified that it would be transferred to 3 Group and would re-equip 
with Wellingtons. First of all eight Mk.lc and two Mk.la aircraft would be provided, and the 
twenty Blenheims were withdrawn at the rate of two per Wellington. The squadron was then 
classified as non-operational and half the crew were given twelve days leave. By 15 November 
the first ten Wellingtons had been delivered which took a toll on Oakington's grass surface. On 
22 November the unit was ordered to move to Marham within four days. 

While this unit was leaving so too was another beginning to form - No.3 Photo Reconnaissance 
Unit. 
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No.3 Photo Reconnaissance Unit (PRU) 

No.3 PRU's task was to be 'The Eyes of Bomber Command' by photographing targets in enemy 
territory both before and after air-raids. It was equipped with half a dozen camera equipped 
Spitfires, and a couple of Wellingtons for development work involving night photography. The 
unit officially formed at Oakington on 16 November 1940 under the command of Squadron 
Leader Ogilvie. The first sortie (B1) was flown by Ogilvie on 24 November, who acquired good 
photographs from 30,500 feet of bomb damage to Cologne. From this date Spitfires flew almost 
daily sorties as often as operational requirements demanded. 

By 22 January Oakington's grass surface was unsuitable even for the Spitfire, so 3 PRU 
conducted operations from Alconbury instead. By 10 February most had returned although 
some sorties were still conducted at Alconbury until the end of the month. 

By May more aircraft had been received, including Blenheim Z6080 from 1 PRU, and Spitfire 
X4494 on 11 May after the installation of the up-rated Merlin XIV engine. June saw a further two 
more Spitfires bringing the total now to six and these carried a variety of cameras ranging from 
8-in F24 and the 36-in F8. 

On 20 July 1941 the unit was ordered to move to Benson, as this station was to become the 
centre of all reconnaissance work, which was completed by 4 August. 

Meanwhile the first four-engine heavy bombers in the RAF began to enter service towards the 
end of 1940 and Oakington was selected to become a Stirling heavy bomber base. 4 The first 
unit to receive these massive aircraft was 7 Squadron, which had began forming at Leeming in 
Yorkshire, but from 29 October onwards it transferred to Oakington. 

7 Squadron 

The first five aircraft to be flown in were N3636, N3638, N3641, N3642 and N3644 and very 
impressive they looked as they sat purposefully at their dispersals, their noses towering nearly 
23 feet above the muddy grassed airfield. 5 The unit spent a four-month working-up period 
getting to know the aircraft. A lag in the throttle controls allied with a tendency to swing on take¬ 
off, if the throttles were not handled with the utmost delicacy, was one of the many 
characteristics that had to be respected. 

The combination of seasonal weather conditions and the steady increase in flying activities 
soon took its toll of the grass landing ground and to avoid making ground conditions any worse, 
the Stirlings began to make use of Marham for their practice circuit and landing flights. The 
permanent transfer of 218 Squadron at the end of November to Marham eased the situation. 

Compared with all of their predecessors, the Stirlings were very complex machines and their 
first few weeks at Oakington were taken up with the usual trials and tests associated with a 
complex new type, plus of course, the inevitable teething troubles. These were not helped by 
the severity of the 1940/41 winter and by the end of the year the state of the airfield had 
become particularly bad. In January even the comparatively lightweight Spitfires of 3 PRU were 
becoming seriously bogged down and were having to use the satellite airfield at Newmarket for 
operations. 


4 The Short Stirling was the only RAF aircraft of WWIi to be designed from the outset to take four engines; it was therefore, the first 
four-engined 'heavy' to enter service and it carried bomb loads far greater than anything previously contemplated. It frequently 
proved more than a match even for the Me 109. The type became a founder member of the Pathfinder Force and soldered gallantly 
through the invasion of Europe as a glider tug and transport and was still flying at the end of hostilities. Despite all of this the Stirling 
is still dismissed in official histories as 'a disappointment' - a somewhat short-sighted verdict. 

5 The first production Stirling left Rochester for an RAF Aircraft Storage Unit during July 1940, and was delivered to 7 Squadron at 
Leeming during the following month. 
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The Stirlings were not ready for action until the evening of 10 February when three were finally 
despatched in anger for the first time and bombed important enemy oil storage tanks at 
Rotterdam. Each aircraft carried sixteen 500-lb bombs - all were dropped except for two which 
had 'hung-up' in the bomb bay. Other raids followed on Boulogne and Brest, but the big 
bombers’ operations were seriously hampered both by poor aircraft serviceability and the 
atrocious condition of the landing ground, which was being very badly churned up by the huge 
wheels of the heavy aircraft. In consequence, 7 Squadron started using Newmarket for 
operations and temporarily based a detachment there, whilst 3 PRU made use of Wyton’s 
satellite at Alconbury. 

Conditions at Oakington had improved sufficiently by April 1941 for the Stirlings to return and 
operations started again from here to targets such as Hamburg and Berlin, although still on a 
very small scale. As well as bombing German industry, 7 Squadron took part in raids on enemy 
warships, including, in June 1941, the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau at Brest and the Tirpitz at 
Kiel. 

To alleviate the problems with the muddy grass field, a short paved track was laid where the 
take-off run was normally started and was brought into trial use at the end of June. The aim was 
to provide an 'accelerator strip' upon which aircraft taking off could gain speed, but it proved to 
be no more than a palliative, and the usual problem was simply exacerbated where the track 
ended and the grass began. Eventually in September 1941, construction of a proper hard 
runway system began, with the main NE/SW built first and operations continuing from the 
unobstructed eastern half of the airfield. 

The presence of the Stirlings at Oakington had not apparently, escaped the attention of the 
enemy and the station was bombed on the night of 22/23 July. Fortunately damage was light 
with only one person injured and one Stirling damaged. This was the month when it was 
decided to concentrate all photo reconnaissance activity for all RAF Commands in the hands of 
a single specialised unit at Benson so 3 PRU left Oakington and its place was taken by the 
Wellingtons of 101 Squadron from West Raynham. Their first operation from here was the 
major Bomber Command attack on the enemy battleships at Brest on 24 July. 

7 Squadron and 101 Squadron 

During August 1941 the squadrons were involved in regular attacks on German targets such as 
Hamburg, Mannheim, Essen and Duisburg. The following month the weather was often 
unsuitable for operations so 101 Squadron was involved in single-engine training and 
familiarising exercises with the Standard Beam Approach landing system. 

From October onwards the number of aircraft despatched from Oakington on operations 
steadily increased and on the night of 7/8 November for example, a total of 21 aircraft were 
despatched. This was made up of ten Stirlings and five Wellingtons to Berlin and three 
'Freshmen' from each of the two squadrons to Ostend. Industry in Germany remained the 
principal target but the bombers also made a number of attacks on industries in Italy and also 
periodically took part in minelaying operations as well - thus playing another part in the war at 
sea. 

A satellite airfield for Oakington had been under construction at Bourn for most of 1941 and as 
soon this was sufficiently complete in the bad weather of February 1942, 101 Squadron moved 
across to become its first resident unit. This was a time when heavy bombers were at last 
becoming available in significant numbers and to provide for the considerable amount of 
training required. 101 Squadron (at Bourn) therefore would re-equip with Stirlings later in the 
year. 
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Stirling conversion flights (CFs) (7 Squadron CF and 101 Squadron CF) each using four battle- 
weary aircraft were formed at Oakington. This was in order to complete the training of new 
crews turned out by 1651 Conversion Flight at Waterbeach. Fledgling crews were given a two- 
week training course during which time they had completed 35 hours flying, half by night. The 
CF also acted as a pool of reserve aircrew for the operational squadron to enable replacements 
to be made due to sickness or for other reasons. 

The scale of bomber operations, too, was continuing to grow and in April 1942, 7 Squadron flew 
a total of 107 sorties - double their previous average of 40-50 flown each month so far. At the 
end of May came the 'Thousand Bomber' raids and for the three successive operations 
Oakington despatched an unprecedented maximum effort of 19, 18 and 16 Stirlings, these 
numbers including crews and aircraft made available by 7 and 101 Conversion Flights. 

For the Cologne and Essen raids, the station was also used as a forward base by Wellingtons 
with trainee crews from 23 OTU at Pershore. 

Many of the Stirlings in use at this time were 'W' series aircraft built by Austin Motors in 
Birmingham, whilst others included 'BF series machines from Short & Harland at Belfast. 

On 15/16 August 1942 Stirling N3705 'F' (Sgt SC Orrel) took-off for a gardening 6 sortie over 
Heligoland but crashed at 06.58 hours on the Sunday morning due to engine failure near the 
small town of Gorkum, on a flat field close to the River Waal. The crew were captured before 
they could destroy their aircraft and were subsequently sent to Stalag VIIIB. The Germans 
therefore had captured an intact Short Stirling and technicians were sent from the airfield at 
Gilze-Rijen to salvage and repair the aircraft. The Germans succeeded in getting the Stirling 
airborne on 5 September, and flew it to Gilze-Rijen before finally flying off to an unknown 
destination on 18 September. 



Plate 10: The remains of Stirling MG-V 


6 Mine laying operations were given the code-name 'Gardening' and the mine fields or areas were called after vegetables or flowers 
such as carrots, Hollyhocks and Nasturtiums. Mines were to be released between 400 and 1,000ft at a speed not greater than 200 
mph. Absolute certainty of position was required failing which the mine was to be brought back to base. Under no circumstances 
were they to be dropped within a mile of a lightship or surface vessel. In the event of a 'hang-up' in the aircraft, the mine was not to 
be dropped over deep water in an accurately recorded position from 3,000ft so that the enemy could not recover it. Aircraft flying 
over a target area were also to report any shipping seen. 
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7 (Pathfinder) Squadron 


The next important change at Oakington came in August 1942 when 7 Squadron was selected 
to become 3 Group’s contribution to the newly formed Pathfinder Force, whose task was to 
mark each target with pyrotechnics for the benefit of the main bomber force, as well as bombing 
it themselves. The first few Pathfinder led raids were very disappointing, but gradually the 
development of the new techniques began to take effect and a very successful attack was 
made on Nuremberg for example, on the night of 28/29 August. 

This new role of illuminating and marking the target areas resulted in the appearance of a great 
deal of new equipment (see Appendix I) - not least a growing store of pyrotechnics in the bomb 
dump in the north west corner of the airfield. Equally important was the introduction of the new 
radar navigational aid 'H 2 S' and in late October a third flight was specially formed in 7 Squadron 
to train crews in the use of this very effective and top secret device. 



Plate 11: A Stirling of 7 Squadron 
Photo: PHT Green/Aldon Ferguson 


Operations meanwhile, continued to targets as far apart as Hamburg and Turin and losses now 
began to mount. The night of 21/22 December was particularly bad and three Stirlings failed to 
return from a raid on Munich. 

After several weeks of trials, 7 Squadron was ready in the New Year to put its H 2 S equipment 
into service and, together with a number of similarly equipped Halifaxes of 35 Squadron, 
another Pathfinder Force squadron based at Graveley, it made use of it for the first time in a 
raid on Hamburg on 30 January 1943. 
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From then onwards, the bomber campaign against Germany really increased and targets for 
the Oakington bombers included Nuremberg, Berlin, Stettin and Frankfurt. Unhappily the 
Stirlings lacked the height and speed necessary to avoid the worst of the enemy’s flak 
defences, and in April 1943, when 84 sorties were flown, a total of seven aircraft failed to return. 
It was a similar story in June, when in the course of only a week three Flight Commanders and 
their crews were lost, the most costly night raid being an attack on Krefeld on 21/22, which 
claimed no less than four of the Oakington aircraft. 

Help was on the way however, as 7 Squadron was now scheduled to re-equip with Lancasters 
and the first of these splendid new aircraft flew in on 11 May to commence the conversion of 
one flight. The process took several weeks to complete and it was not until the Turin raid on 12 
July that the squadron became operational on Lancasters. Because of this some Stirlings 
continued to operate with 7 Squadron right up to the end of August, but sufficient H 2 S equipped 
Lancasters were available for 17 Oakington crews to play their part in the major raid on 
PeenemQnde on 17 August. The actual pathfinding roles of the 7 Squadron crews that night 
were - one visual markers (the real elite), two Aiming Point Shifters, four Blind Illuminators, four 
Backers-up and five Non-Markers (straight bombers). 

For a few days at the end of the month, there was a temporary increase in the number of 
Lancasters based here when a flight of 97 Squadron was sent here from Bourn, whilst urgent 
repairs were made to the runways there. Despite increasing losses the campaign against 
Germany continued to build up and in November 1943, the 'Battle of Berlin' began. 

1409 (Meteorological) Flight 

Meanwhile, on 1 April 1943, No.1409 (Meteorological) Flight had been formed at Oakington 
with Mosquitoes, to serve as Bomber Command’s own meteorological unit. The nucleus of the 
flight had been provided by 521 Squadron which was in the process of disbandment at Bircham 
Newton. It would be based at Oakington as a lodger unit with eight Mosquitoes plus two in 
reserve. 

On 30 March the necessary equipment and 53 personnel, consisting of the ground staff, were 
moved from Bircham Newton by rail and road under the charge of F/O CR Marshall, Pilot Sgt F 
Clayton and his navigator, Sgt H Ashworth. The establishment of aircraft was to be 8 + 2 
Mosquitoes. On 31 March the following Mosquito IV aircraft took-off from Bircham Newton and 
flew to Oakington: 


Table III - 1409 Met Flight Aircraft 

A/C Serial number 

Pilot 

Navigator 

DZ316 (M) 

S/Ldr DA Braithwaite 

F/O NWF Green 

DZ 363 (Q) 

F/Lt P Cunliffe-Lister 

Sgt J Boyle 

DZ 406 (W) 

F/O GH Hatton 

P/O WC Woodruff 

DZ 388(U) 

F/O PF Hall 

Sgt R Brown 

DZ 479 (R) 

F/O AF Pethick 

Sgt C Bernstein 

DZ 488 (L) 

P/O G Griffiths 

Sgt J Burgess 

DZ 426(P) 

Sgt D Durrant 

P/O R Taylor 


These versatile aircraft flew their first weather reconnaissance sortie (Pampa Flights) on the 
following day over Ushant and Lorient, and it soon became a regular practice to send the 
Mosquitoes ahead of the Main Force to radio back up-to-the-minute weather reports for the 
target areas. They also took photographs of targets for damage assessment purposes 
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On 22 May the unit received its first Mk. IX Mosquito fitted with long-range external fuel tanks. 
Three months later the unit's establishment was reduced to six aircraft plus one in reserve. 

After a nine-month stay at Oakington, orders were received to move to Wyton to be closer to 8 
Group's HQ, which took place between 6-8 January 1944. 

7 and 627 Squadrons 

During 1943, the Pathfinder Force also began to increase the number of Mosquito bomber 
squadrons it was deploying and on 12 November the first of the new units to be formed in 8 
Group was established at Oakington. This was 627 Squadron which was formed from a nucleus 
of crews and aircraft provided by the celebrated 139 Squadron at Wyton. The first five aircraft 
for 'A' Flight were taken on charge on 24 November and that evening they commenced 
operations as part of an attacking force on Berlin. On this raid it joined 139 Squadron in 
spreading 'Window' in order to draw enemy night-fighters away from the main target area. 

The use of these 'Spoof tactics was ultimately developed to a very fine art and as well as 
creating major diversions, the Mosquitoes also dropped bombs themselves - several aircraft 
being modified machines able to deliver the massive 4,000-lb 'cookies'. 

The number of aircraft now based at Oakington was now much increased and during 1943, 
three additional hangars were constructed here. Two of these at the north end of the hangar 
line, were T2’s for use by the station maintenance teams, and the third at the south end, was a 
Ministry of Aircraft Production (MAP) B1 for a civilian damage repair working party. 

1944 saw a still greater increase in the amount of operational activity at the station and the year 
started with a whole series of raids on Berlin, as well as some tough trips to targets such as 
Schweinfurt and Augsburg. On the night of 30/31 March, both 7 and 627 Squadrons took part in 
the disastrous Nuremberg raid. 627 Squadron sent ten Mosquitoes to open the attack and all of 
these aircraft returned safely, but 7 Squadron lost three Lancasters - two over Germany and 
one in a crash landing at Feltwell on the way home. Next day, to make more room available at 
Oakington for the Mosquito unit, 7 Squadron was reduced to two-flight status and sent 'C' Flight 
to Little Staughton to form the nucleus of a new 582 Squadron. Ironically just as this was done, 
the internal politics of Bomber Command demanded that 5 Group should be allowed to form a 
small 'Pathfinder Force' of its own and 627 was sent away to Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire to be 
part of it on 15 April. 

7 and 571 Squadrons 

Just before the departure of 627 Squadron, a new No. 571 Squadron was formed on 7 April 
1944 at Downham Market with Mosquitoes. The unit moved to Oakington two weeks later and 
very quickly became an established part of Pathfinder Force’s Light Night Striking Force 
(LNSF). At first aircraft and personnel were detached to Graveley for a period working up with 
692 Squadron. 

In the early hours of D-Day, 7 Squadron attacked the notorious heavy gun battery at Merville, 
which posed a serious threat to the landing beaches and then went on with a series of ground 
support attacks and raids on railway installations to prevent the arrival of German army 
reinforcements. Very soon afterwards came the beginning of the flying bomb offensive against 
London and the squadron diverted its attention to raids on 'Noball' targets, many of these 
precision attacks being made in daylight. 

The Mosquitoes, meanwhile, kept up the pressure on Germany itself, with Berlin high on the 
target priority list. They also undertook precision mine-laying in the critically important 
Dortmund-Ems and Kiel canals. 
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During the autumn of 1944, the Lancasters were despatched on several more tactical raids, at 
the Falaise Gap, and on targets in Holland plus Le Havre. Before long however, they once 
again began to concentrate their efforts against transport and oil targets in Germany and 
attacked places such as Essen, Bochum, Wanne-Eickel and Opladen. 

Like its predecessor Mosquito unit, 571 Squadron was also equipped to drop 4,000-lb 'cookies', 
and on New Year’s Day 1945 made use of these big bombs to spectacular effect on the railway 
tunnels in the Moselle Valley. The squadron was also chosen to undertake the development 
and introduction of the new 'Loran' navigational equipment and first took this into action in raids 
on Magdeburg and Koblenz on 7 February 1945. 

For the Mosquitoes, the final crescendo came in March 1945 when 571 Squadron attacked 
Berlin on no less than 22 nights during the month. Their last sorties were despatched on the 
night of 25/26 April when 12 of their nimble aircraft attacked a target at Grossenbrode. 

The great majority of Lancaster sorties from Oakington in 1945 were to Germany itself, 
including many more targets in the eastern part of the country, such as Politz and Chemnitz. It 
was mid-April before the end was at last in sight and after raids on Potsdam and Heligoland, 
their very last bombing operation was a daylight raid mounted by ten aircraft on the gun 
batteries at Wangerooge, Frisian Islands on 25 April. 

A very great deal of change had taken place at this Cambridgeshire airfield since those muddy 
days four long years before, when a typical bomber raid would consist of a mere three aircraft. 

As hostilities came to a close the Lancasters remained active and were now engaged in 
Operation Manna, dropping emergency food supplies to the starving Dutch and also marking 
the dropping zones for other bomber squadrons participating in these life saving sorties. 

On VE Day they began to take part in 'Operation Exodus' and for many days helped to ferry 
Allied prisoners of war back from the Continent to centres in England. 

Whilst the war against Germany had at last been won, the war against Japan continued to run 
its bloody course and in June 1945, 7 Squadron commenced training for service in the Far 
East. Air transport to that theatre of war was now in urgent need of expansion and Oakington 
was one of the stations selected to accommodate new transport squadrons. In July therefore 
the unit was transferred away to Mepal and 571 Squadron was sent to Warboys, thus ending 
the station’s role as an important part of RAF Bomber Command. 

4.3 The Immediate Post War Period 
206 and 86 Squadrons 

The post-war years were to see a very large growth in RAF transport activities and from 1945 to 
1950, Oakington was to serve as a Transport Command base, housing a series of different 
squadrons with several different roles. The first requirement was to ferry large numbers of 
troops to and from the Far East, and two squadrons of Liberators arrived here from Coastal 
Command in July 1945 to serve as makeshift trooping aircraft. 86 Squadron arrived from Tain 
and 206 Squadron from Leuchars (both stations in Scotland) 

They spent several months undertaking long trooping flights from Oakington to bases in India, 
taking out replacement troops and bringing back newly released prisoners of war and military 
personnel long overdue for relief. This task took until the spring of 1946 and on 25 April, when it 
had been completed, both squadrons at Oakington were disbanded - 206 Squadron on 1 April 
and 66 Squadron on 25 April. 
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242 Squadron 

In their place came one of Transport Command’s regular route flying units - 242 Squadron, 
which had recently been re-equipped with Avro Yorks, arriving on 2 May 1946 from Merryfield. 
This unit made full use of the accommodation and maintenance facilities at Oakington, but for 
the majority of its services it used Lyneham as a terminal, whilst other airfields were also used 
for the same purpose. The principal route covered was from Lyneham to Singapore, often 
serving places in India such as Mauripur, Calcutta and Palam on the way. Another regular 
commitment was to maintain the link between Holmsley South and Lajes in the Azores, whilst 
flights were also made to Germany, Malta, Greece and the Suez Canal Zone. The work of 242 
carried on until 1 December 1947 when it moved to Abingdon. 

27, 30 and 46 Squadrons 

The increasingly troubled situation in Germany and Eastern Europe during 1947 further 
increased the need for shorter distance air transport units and led to the formation of a number 
of new Dakota squadrons. It obviously made sense for these to be based in Eastern England 
and three units, 27, 30 and 46 Squadrons duly arrived at Oakington in November 1947. 242 
Squadron with its Yorks then transferred to their former base at Abingdon, and Oakington 
embarked on the next phase of its varied history 

Initially the main requirement was to provide frequent services conveying mail, freight and 
personnel to a ravaged Germany which was still being administered by the Occupying Powers, 
and the Dakotas flew regularly to Berlin, BGckeburg and Uetersen (near Hamburg) with some 
flights onward to Warsaw. Oakington also handled the foreign flights made to similar 
destinations provided by the three Dakota squadrons based at adjacent Waterbeach - 18, 53 
and 62 Squadrons. These units also provided practice facilities for airborne forces exercises 
and helped out with transport to other areas such as the Suez Canal Zone in Egypt. 

This was a time when dark clouds were building up in the east with the erection of an 'Iron 
Curtain' around the countries which had fallen under the control of Soviet Russia, including the 
eastern part of Germany itself. In the middle of this lay the capital city of Berlin, occupied by all 
four Allied Powers, but only accessible by passing through eastern Germany. In June 1948, the 
Soviets decided to prevent access by their former allies, closed all ground access routes and in 
effect laid siege to the city. 

It was decided to overcome this blockade by an enormously large and unprecedented air 
operation, which would maintain essential supplies for as long as was needed. The Oakington 
Dakota squadrons played an important part in this 'Berlin Airlift' and initially maintained large 
detachments at Wunstorf, near Hannover, close to the western end of the middle of the three 
air-access corridors which led from (West) Germany to Berlin. On its first day of operations, 30 
Squadron alone flew no less than 19 sorties to the Berlin terminal at Gatow, and a pattern was 
developed whereby each unit undertook fourteen days of operations and then returned to the 
UK for a four day rest and maintenance period. 

To free the shorter distance middle corridor for the high capacity C54’s of the USAF, the RAF 
Dakotas were redeployed northwards at the end of July, to Fassberg and later LQbeck, in order 
to use the northern corridor instead. Carrying a 7,500 lb payload their cargoes were remarkably 
varied and examples included flour, meat carcasses, newsprint and coal. 

On the night of 17 November 1948, a 30 Squadron Dakota KP223 returning to LQbeck from 
Gatow was making an instrument approach to Lubeck when it crashed in the Russian Zone, 
just outside the perimeter of the airfield. Three of the four crew died instantly (P/O Trezona and 
Signaller Louch and the other member, a passenger F Dowling of the Air Movements Section). 
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The third crew member, Fit Lt JG Wilkins, the navigator was picked up by the Russians and 
taken to hospital at Schonberg, but died several days later as a result of his injuries. His wife, 
Mrs J Wilkins was flown out to LQbeck and was permitted to enter the Russian Zone to be at 
her husband’s bedside. 7 

Part of 24 Squadron was absorbed into 30 Squadron before the unit moved to Abingdon 
between 24 and 28 November 1950. 

At the end of 1949, 27 Squadron was given the task of special flights and in the first few months 
of 1950, the unit made flights to Shallufa, Fayid, El Adem airfields as well as Malta. After a brief 
spell in Nigeria for three of the squadron's aircraft, the squadron moved to Netheravon during 
June 1950. 

On 15 December 1948 the bulk of 46 Squadron moved to Northolt to carry out scheduled 
services along the route BQckeburg-Berlin-Northolt, leaving the squadron Headquarters at 
Oakington. By the end of 1949 the situation in Germany had eased sufficiently and the decision 
was made that the squadron was no longer required with the result that the unit disbanded on 
20 February. 

Meanwhile a fourth Dakota squadron joined the other Oakington units when 10 Squadron was 
reformed at Oakington during October 1948. 



Plate 12: Oakington’s watch office 

- with Meteorological Section and c.1948 visual control room. Photo: PHT Green / Aldon Ferguson 


7 Other sources report very different spellings of the crew. Most state Pilot Officer IFI (Francis Ivor) Trezona; but Flight Lieutenant 
John Graham Wilkins or Wilkens: Signaller III BA (or Philip Arthur!) Louch or Lough; Sergeant or Signaller TC or Frank Dowling. 
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Plate 13: Avro York and watch office 
Photo: via John Hamlin 


10 Squadron 

Although officially reformed on the 4 October (from 238 Squadron), the unit actually absorbed 
the Dakotas of 238 Squadron based at Abingdon, but detached to LQbeck and BGckeburg. 10 
Squadron therefore took over the previous unit's responsibilities in Germany, only arriving back 
at Oakington on 2 June 1949 for a rest period. This lasted until 27 July when the squadron 
returned to Germany until the emergency ended and all squadrons were withdrawn from 
Operation ‘Plainfare’ during September 1949. The last unit to leave LQbeck was 10 Squadron 
with the final sorties being carried out on 23 September. From this date the squadron personnel 
enjoyed three weeks leave before the unit’s responsibilities changed for a short while to the 
Middle East. Disbandment took place at Oakington on 20 February 1950. 

Amalgamation 

In order to effect a manpower economy it was decided to amalgamate Oakington and 
Waterbeach; this took effect between 6 and 12 November 1948 with the entire strength of the 
flying and technical wings coming under the operational control of Oakington. The operations 
staff at Oakington, assumed responsibility for routing, finding replacement aircraft and crews for 
the eight squadrons at the two stations in Germany, (10, 18, 27, 30, 46, 53, 62 and 77). It was 
the responsibility of Oakington to maintain a target level of twelve crews per squadron in BAFO 
to operate the scheduled services from Lubeck and Buckeburg. Crews were detached to BAFO 
for fourteen days at a time, followed by four clear days in the UK. 

24 (Commonwealth) Squadron 

The last Transport Command unit to take up residence at Oakington was 24 Squadron, which 
had served for many years both before and during the war as the principal VIP Squadron. 
Equipped with Avro Yorks and some of the very first Valettas, the unit transferred across from 
Waterbeach in February 1950 for a short nine month stay before taking up its permanent peace 
time residence at Lyneham. During its time here it was principally engaged in flying very senior 
military personnel over long distances to countries as far apart as Malaya, Ceylon and Morocco 
and its 'customers' during its stay here included HRH the Duke of Edinburgh, Vice Admiral Lord 
Louis Mountbatten and Field Marshal Lord Montgomery. 

Although its aircraft were based and maintained at Oakington, they normally picked up and 
deposited their VIP passengers at airfields elsewhere, notably Northolt and Lyneham. 
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30 Squadron continued to remain here, alongside 24, and assisted with medium range VIP 
duties. Many flights were made to Germany and some to Poland and the principal users were 
embassy staff and their families and the King’s Messenger with his diplomatic bag. All requests 
for flights behind the Iron Curtain were met with constant obstructionism and demands for 
excessive notice, often weeks in advance, with details of exactly which aircraft was to be used - 
by number. 30 Squadron found it best to quote 'KN222' for virtually all flights and to paint 
whichever aircraft was actually used accordingly! 

As 1950 drew to a close, arrangements were made to concentrate all transport squadrons at 
stations such as Abingdon and Lyneham, and in November, both 24 and 30 Squadrons were 
transferred away, bringing to an end Oakington’s career as a transport base. 

4.4 Flying Training Command 

No.l Flying Training School 

The final phase of the station’s history lasted over twice as long as its existence to date, but 
since it was now to house training units, albeit important ones, there are fewer highlights to 
report. The role of the station passed from the operational control and administrative control of 
Transport Command to Flying Training Command. The first newcomer was No.l Flying Training 
School (FTS) which was reformed here on 1 December 1950 with a large fleet of very noisy 
Flarvards and gave advanced flying training to pilots on single-engine aircraft, who had been 
taught to fly elsewhere on Tiger Moths or Prentices. The aim of 1 FTS was to run three courses 
concurrently with a maximum of 160 students required by the summer of 1951. To ease 
congestion, the former pathfinder base at Graveley was used as a satellite but the school only 
remained at Oakington for eleven months, since the airfield was more urgently required for jet 
fighter training. 

The first course, a special three-week session for fifteen students, was followed by two courses 
of six weeks duration for refresher training to ex-pilots who had left the RAF and rejoined. The 
first of these passed out on 16 January 1951. 

1 FTS did not stay very long as the station was to become a training school equipped with jet 
aircraft. The school therefore moved to Moreton-in-Marsh which began with the advanced 
parties leaving the station on 4 and 19 October 1951, followed by the main parties of 2 officers 
and 65 men and 1 officer and 69 men who proceeded by rail on 25 and 31 October 
respectively. 

206 Advanced Flying School 

On 6 November 1951, with hostilities in Korea at their height, 206 Advanced Flying School 
(AFS) was formed here, the main party arriving from North Luffenham, Rutland on 7 November 
(2 officers and 300 airmen by rail). Other officers arrived in their own private cars. The unit 
formed with Meteors to convert newly commissioned officers and regular officers - who had 
completed their ground tour flying piston aircraft - to fly Meteor aircraft, and thereafter to 
complete their training at an Operational Conversion Unit. 

Students came from Canada, Rhodesia and the UK. The period from 6 November to 
5 December 1951, was utilized in the training and standardising of the instructors and the 
formation of two squadrons under the leadership of S/Ldr Jennings and S/Ldr Bourne. The 
nucleus of instructors had been posted in from 102 FRS when that unit closed down on 
completion of its commitments of volunteer reserve training. 

No.l Course had arrived on 5 November and after a period of ground instruction, under S/Ldr 
Bareham, were posted to 1 Squadron for flying training. Courses arrived every two weeks, and 
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by the middle of June, the unit was working at maximum intensity. In addition ten voluntary 
reserve courses were also carried out in the unit’s first two years. 

After the first two-year period, there came a change of policy and in December 1953 the school 
temporarily ceased training whilst its instructors were converted to the duel-seat Vampire T.11 
and supplemented by the single-seat Vampire FB.5, which would now replace the Meteors. The 
new piston-engined Provost aircraft also replaced the Harvards. Instruction on the new types 
commenced in April 1954. 

During its first two years, 206 AFS had accepted 413 students, of whom 347 had successfully 
'passed out', 51 had been suspended, 5 withdrawn on medical grounds, and 10 were killed in 
flying accidents. 



Plate 14: De Havilland Vampire FB.5 
Photo: G Cruickshank via John Hamlin 



Plate 15: Gloster Meteor T.7 
Photo: G. Cruickshank via John Hamlin 
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4.5 Accidents and Incidents 

There were numerous accidents and incidents throughout the period of 206 AFS tenure at 
Oakington; below are a few examples: 

2 July 1951: Harvard FS854 ‘E’ Flight solo flying. Pilot 2606804 Sgt Moore half swung on 
landing in a cross wind causing damage to the port wing and oleo. 

2 July 1951: Harvard FE756 ‘D’ Flight P/O JS Sands, RAFVR pilot was killed while solo 
flying after a collision in flight over Graveley. 

2 July 1951: Harvard FS815 ‘A’ Flight duel flying. Pilot F/Sgt Buttle and student F/Lt 
Galbraith. Both abandoned their aircraft after collision with Harvard FE756. F/Lt Galbraith 
suffered a broken ankle. 

23 July 1951: Harvard KF413 ‘F’ Flight dual flying. Pilot 1570458 Sgt NJ Fraser and student 
1653586 Sgt WDD Thomas, aircraft stalled and crashed into field 210 at Kimbolton - pilot 
and student killed. 

27 July 1951: Harvard FX198 ‘B’ Flight dual flying. P/O Flewelling and student S/Ldr Chubb 
selected undercarriage up instead of flaps after landing. 

December 1952: P/O Kennet of 14 Course crashed on take-off in a Meteor 4 - the pilot was 
uninjured. 

December 1952: P/O Dowell of 15 Course was killed when he collided with his formation 
leader during solo formation practice. The leader of the formation. F/Sgt Ginger bailed out 
successfully. 

February 1953: P/O Stephens of 20 Course was killed when he lost control of a Meteor 4 
and struck the ground 

February 1953: P/O Hill of 23 Course crash landed on the airfield after running out of fuel 
and escaped injury. 

August 1953: A Meteor NF.11 engaged in Exercise ‘MOMENTUM’ crashed in a field three 
miles from the airfield, both pilot and navigator were killed 8 . 

On 17 December 1953, one of a formation of swans made a forced landing on the main runway 
just as ‘Drumhead 39’ (F/O Fellows) was rolling to a halt after landing. The swan became 
airborne again for a short while but again force-landed on runway 19, and its ‘undercarriage’ 
collapsed. Subsequently the swan was taken into custody by the joint efforts of fire and air 
traffic personnel and was handed over to the local vet surgeon. After a complete check it was 
found that the undercarriage locking gear had been strained due to the heavy landing across 
wind. After remedial action had been taken the bird was collected by the RSPCA on 18 
December and a launching ceremony took place on the Cambridge Backs. 


8 Momentum - The Exercise in September 1953 relating to a comprehensive testing of the UK air defences. 
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Plate 16: Battle of Britain ‘At Home’ 1952 - interior of one of the ‘J’ sheds 
Photo: Crown Copyright TNA 



Plate 17: Battle of Britain ‘At Home’ 1952 - view looking towards the two T2 hangars 

Photo: Crown Copyright TNA 
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Plate 18: Battle of Britain ‘At Home’ 1952 - view of the child’s train 
Photo: Crown Copyright TNA 


Plate 19: Battle of Britain ‘At Home’ 1952 - Combined Dining Room & Institute 

Photo: Crown Copyright TNA 
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Plate 21: Aerial view - Battle of Britain ‘At Home’ 1952 
Control tower, airfield code and signal square. Photo: Crown Copyright TNA 
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No.5 Flying Training School 

On 21 April 1954, twenty students arrived for course No.1 of the Provost-Vampire training 
scheme. It was then decided that all AFSs would be absorbed into the FTS structure, and on 
1 June 1954, 206 AFS was renumbered 5 FTS. This was an administrative move and had no 
effect on operations. 

In January 1954 new airfield lighting was in the process of being installed, and the new visual 
control room on top of the control tower became operational on 26 April 1954. The resurfacing 
of runway 01/19 was also completed during the same month, having been resurfaced with a 
number of experimental mixes using bitumen and blast furnace slag. It was hoped that this mix 
would be as durable as the normal bitumen and granite chips which was more expensive to 
produce. The installation of the airfield lighting was very slow, with sections of taxi -track lighting 
suffering from overheating and burning of contacts. A number of runway elevated uni-directional 
white lights were broken by night flying aircraft, the replacement situation became acute as 
spares were not available, and any damage to lights on the main instrument runway had to be 
made good at the expense of the subsidiary runway. The Contact Lighting Mk.5 approach 
system was completed in February 1955, and two months later the runway lighting was 
‘finished’ but even then there were problems, with the lack of filament lamps - those on the 
perimeter track being used to service the main runway lighting. Even then the instrument 
runway had to be supplemented by the addition of goose-neck flares located 600 yards from 
touchdown, 800 yards from the upwind end, and at the turn-off point to the taxiway. The lighting 
on the main instrument runway only really became completely serviceable in November. 

In July 1954, in order to alleviate a particularly high aircraft unserviceability rate among the 
Vampire fleet, an Intermediate Servicing Flight (ISF) was formed within Flying Wing. 
Undercarriage leg failures were the primary problem and at one time during November 1954, 
twenty Vampires were awaiting attention. By late 1955, ISF was no longer required, the work 
being done by personnel of the Aircraft Servicing Flight. A working party of 58 MU, Flonington, 
and personnel from de Havillands, occupied one of the hangars in order to effect modifications 
to the school’s aircraft fleet. The first Vampire course passed out on 22 December 1954 after 
110 flying hours. 

Two visitor incidents occurred in July 1954, the first involved BBC officials who had intruded 
onto the aircraft movement area and the runway in use, ignoring red signals given by the 
runway controller. A more serious incident happened when a visitor, complete with car and 
caravan, parked on the runway in use and retraced his course on foot to inquire what the panic 
was all about. Fortunately the local controller took the very necessary evasive action to keep 
5 FTS in the air until the obstruction could be removed. 

In early 1955, a period of bad weather probably contributed to a number of aircraft crashes - on 
1 February for example, Vampire FB.5 (WA262) spun in close to Landbeach church and the 
pilot was killed, after bailing out too low. Only fifteen days later, another FB.5 (VZ147) crashed 
near Comberton while the aircraft was rejoining a formation, after a stream take-off, killing the 
pilot (P/O Swallow). 

Passing Out Parades 1955 

Course number and date of parade: 

101-22-12-54 102-unknown 103-23-05-55 

104-20-04-55 105-08-06-55 106-29-05-55 

107-07-09-55 108- 19-10-55 109-30-11-55 
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Accidents and Incidents 


September and October 1956 were typical months for the number of accidents and incidents, 
mainly due to the continuing source of problems associated with the Vampire V: 

3 September: Vampire V (VV460). 117 Course, P/O Cooper - during a high-level formation 
sortie P/O Cooper’s aircraft was observed to enter a spin at 27,000 feet from which 
recovery was not possible and the aircraft struck the ground and exploded, killing the pilot. 

7 September: Vampire V (VZ387). 117 Course, P/O Eden experienced a flame-out on finals 
whilst making the final landing of this sortie. Fortunately he was in a position to continue 
and make a normal landing without damage to the aircraft. 

7 September: Vampire V (VV624). 117 Course, F/O Butterworth - after take-off for a 
formation sortie, the pilot experienced an engine flame-out. A successful forced landing 
was carried out without injury to the pilot. The aircraft sustained Category 5 damage and 
F/O Butterworth was awarded a Green Endorsement. 

7 September: Vampire V (VZ289). 117 Course, F/O Lewarne - whilst carrying out a low- 
level navigation sortie the pilot found that he was unable to obtain more than 7,000 rpm. 
He returned to base without further incident. 

2 October: Vampire T.11 (XD442), F/Lt PO Deferson - hydraulic failure experienced during 
a night ground controlled approach at Wyton. Aircraft returned to base and landed, the 
flaps and undercarriage having been pumped down. 

3 October. Vampire T. 11, F/Sgt GH Smith - engine vibration experienced in flight, with 
subsequent seizure of engine on landing. The rear bearing was found to have failed. 

5 October. Vampire V (VZ214), P/O POS Agar - After a night cross-country sortie, two 
overshoots were carried out at base. The engine flamed out on completion of the final 
landing which was caused by shearing of the fuel pump drive shaft. 

11 October. Vampire T.11 (XD506), F/Lt LD Day - nose oleo collapsed on landing at base. 

26 October. Vampire V (VZ308) P/O TR Hannath - Aircraft dived into the ground and 
exploded, killing the pilot. 

29 October. Vampire T.11 (XZD554), F/Lt AR Twigger - hydraulic failure experienced at 
Swinderby whilst attempting to land on a long-range cross country flight. Undercarriage and 
flaps pumped down by hand. 

It again became necessary to resurface the instrument runway in the summer of 1957, all flying 
was transferred to the Graveley satellite for a period of two months and there were no accidents 
or incidents during the month. This was the first accident-free month since February 1956. The 
relatively small size of the Vampire had been a constant source of problems for pilots with 
particularly long legs and in April 1959 a small number of Meteors joined the school especially 
for their benefit! 

Reorganisation 

On 1 September 1957, the school was reorganised on a two-squadron basis. No. 128 course 
was transferred from 2 Squadron to 3 Squadron and 2 Squadron disbanded. From this point on, 
it was intended to maintain the school at a population of around 84 pupils on four courses. The 
aim was to have intakes spaced at intervals of nine weeks. 
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With effect from 21 September 1959, instructional solo flying in the Vampire V ceased in favour 
of the Vampire T.11. A total of 36 T.lls were treated with fluorescent paint manufactured by 
ICI. In August 1960, the unit at Oakington was asked by HQ Flying Training Command to 
undertake the refurbishing of the Spitfire and Hurricane at Biggin Hill, as these machines were 
in a very poor condition. 

In September 1960 the ‘Safeland’ barrier was erected for operational use and on the first day 
an engagement was made with a Vampire T.11 which had experienced brake failure. 
Unfortunately the engagement damaged the port air intake and the aircraft had to be made 
Category 3. 

The next important change to the Oakington school came about in the spring of 1962. Since 
1954, the advanced training sequence for single-engined pilots had commenced on piston 
Provosts and been completed on Vampires. It was now decided to supersede this with an 'all- 
through' scheme using only Jet Provosts. For the time being 5 FTS would continue Vampire 
training, but on a reducing basis, whilst the school would also henceforth undertake multi- 
engine training using a fleet of Varsities. The first eleven arrived from Valley in March 1962 and 
almost immediately came complaints from local residents about aircraft noise. 

Railway Safety Signalling 

The airfield is adjacent to Oakington railway station and since it had converted into a training 
establishment, the high landing speeds of jet aircraft and the relatively short main runway 
meant that aircraft landing from the east were coming in very low over the railway to make 
maximum use of the runway. There was also a danger that aircraft landing from the west could 
overshoot the runway and foul the railway. 

As runway sterilisation was out of the question, it was proposed in March 1952 that a system of 
trip wires (at a height of ten feet, plus an intermediate one at five feet) should be installed on 
each side and within the funnel approaches. The trip wires would ensure that trains would have 
adequate warning, so that they could pull up in time if an aircraft had crashed on the railway 
line. The runway was only a short distance outside the Up Home signal of Oakington station 
box and a scheme agreed in March 1953 included utilizing this signal to protect the runway. 
Trip wires were installed, which, on being severed by an aircraft, would automatically place the 
Home Up signal to danger and its relative Up Distinct to caution. It would also prevent the 
signalmen from accepting an Up train from the rear signal box. In addition the severing of the 
trip wires would also ring a warning bell in the signal box which would enable the signalmen 
promptly to stop a ‘Down’ train likely to foul any obstruction resulting from a flying accident by 
putting his Down signals to danger; the Down Starting semaphore signal would also be locked 
in the ‘On’ position when the trip wires were severed. Finally there was a direct telephone 
communication between the control tower and the signal box. 

Varsity Courses 

Training on Vampires finally ceased here in August 1963, a period in which the level of Varsity 
training was rising to a new peak. At this time there were RAF transport squadrons based in 
several countries abroad, but the next few years were to see major withdrawals of British forces 
overseas and in consequence the demands for new crews were steadily reduced. 

Once the Vampire task had been completed, the use of Graveley as a satellite airfield ceased 
as it compromised the approach to Thurleigh and it formally ended in July 1964. Relief landing 
facilities at Waterbeach, which had been closed to flying in August 1963, were brought into use. 
On 14 to 16 June 1966, a Beverley aircraft from Boscombe Down carried out taxiing and 
landing trials on a special surface at Waterbeach. The trials were unsuccessful, as the metal 
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runway strip being tested crept and fractured under the weight of the aircraft. Subsequent tests 
over next two years were successful and exercises were carried out there both in support of 
metal tracking trials and loading and loading exercises carried out by 39 Engineer Regiment. 
Range tests were carried out with crash rescue vehicles fitted with a new type of Pye radio 
incorporating an MoD modification for attenuation, but unsatisfactory results were obtained 
owing to a design fault. After a modification was carried out, a subsequent re-test found the 
radios satisfactory. 

On 6 December 1965 a route proving flight was carried out as Airways Training Flights were 
now going to be added to the syllabus. 

In the early part of August 1966, the taxiway between the crossover of runway 19/01 and the 
threshold of runway 23 was resurfaced and the taxiway lights had to be raised to prevent them 
from being obscured. This work was in preparation for slurry sealing exercise carried out at the 
end of October. Contractors began preparing the sites for two new radar systems on 14 
September 1966 - the Standard Telephones and Cables precision approach radar (PAR), and 
a surveillance radar, Cossor CR787A on a site on the southern side of the airfield. Both units 
were handed over to RAF Oakington on 15 November 1968. 

Oakington trained pilots using Varsity aircraft on advanced flying courses before they joined 
Operational Conversion Units to learn to fly Vulcans, Victors, Shackletons, Andovers and 
Hercules. In order to graduate, each pilot had to complete 70 hours flying in six months, 9 of 
these hours were at night of which 5.5 hours were in the airfield circuit; after 1966 it was 
terminated at 01.00 hours and before that date it was 03.00 hours. Each course lasted 24 
weeks and three courses ran concurrently a new course started every 8 weeks. At its peak 
there were 30 pilots on each course making a total of 180 graduates per year. The pattern of 
courses and number of pupils did however change at the beginning of 1967 - prior to this date 
there were four courses running concurrently. The numbers on each fluctuated according to the 
requirements of the operational squadrons and in 1968, it had reduced to 128 pilots per annum. 

Between September 1966 and January 1967 a fitting party had been carrying out the 
installation of the Instrument Landing System (ILS) and after a period of installing GPO 
electrical cabling and minor faults, it was calibrated on 19 March. A cable to allow the runway 
controller to operate a remote multi-barrel Very cartridge discharger was installed on the airfield 
on 13 February and the system was brought into use on 1 March 1967. The runway controller’s 
caravan had to be removed on the 16 February from the left-hand site for runway 23 in favour 
of the right-hand side as it was within the cleared area of the ILS glide path transmitter. 

In October 1968, HRH Prince Charles began his pilot training in a Chipmunk and soloed in 
January 1969, after 13.5 hours of dual instruction. He returned in February 1970 to fly solo in a 
twin-engined Bassett aircraft of the Queen’s Flight. 

On 21 August 1969, Varsity WJ895 (‘C’) survived a mid-air collision with a Cessna 150 
belonging to Marshall’s Flying School, Cambridge, while flying at 2,500 feet over Dry Drayton. 
The Cessna lost its undercarriage, but both aircraft were able to land safely at Oakington. The 
Cessna was dismantled and removed by Marshalls Engineering. 

From October 1973, 5 FTS provided air traffic control and fire / crash services at the Imperial 
War Museums air displays at Duxford. 
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Noise Complaints 

Throughout the late 1960s there had been a fairly steady flow of complaints about the noise of 
aircraft activity at Oakington. Night flying was a particular cause of complaint because the 
passage of aircraft caused TV picture interference. The complaints increased steadily since 
1963 when the task at Oakington changed from Vampire and Meteor aircraft to Varsitys. The 
Varsity was a relatively slow aircraft with a nominal cruising speed of 120-130 knots. A routine 
circuit therefore took eight minutes to complete and the aircraft could be heard sometime before 
and after as it passes over an observer. With a maximum of four aircraft in the circuit at any one 
time, the noise was virtually continuous and continues for an extended period. By comparison 
the Vampire as used previously at Oakington, completed the circuit in about two or three 
minutes and at this speed, this aircraft was quickly out of earshot. 

The prevailing wind at Oakington is westerly, the most frequently used approach was runway 
23, about 75% of the time, while runway 05 was used for the remainder. Runway 01/19 was 
only in use when there was a very strong cross wind (about 2%). At Waterbeach, runway 23 
was used for 80% of the time and 05 for 20%. The same wind considerations applied to 
Waterbeach - the relief landing ground by day and Stradishall by night. The majority of circuits 
were left-handed, this meant that a large number of aircraft followed a fixed left-hand circuit 
pattern most of the time and passed close to the villages of Girton and Histon - they passed 
over the villages of Cottenham, Rampton and Dry Drayton. Nearly all circuits were flown at 
1,000 feet and some were flown at lower levels since, as part of their training, pilots had to learn 
to fly safely below cloud. Circuit training was usually carried out with only one engine on full- 
power to train pilots to be capable of flying safely should one engine fail. 

Nearly all complaints about noise during the late 1960s came from the villages of Dry Drayton, 
Madingley, Girton, Histon, Cottenham and Rampton. The populations of these villages had 
grown considerably since 1951, as shown below: 


Table IV - 

- Village Population Figures 

Village 

1951 

1966 

% increase 

Cottenham 

2,470 

2,525 

2 

Dry Drayton 

380 

520 

37 

Girton 

642 

3,400 

430 

Histon 

1,521 

3,380 

122 

Long Stanton 

427 

960 

125 

Madingley 

222 

240 

8 

Oakington 

449 

890 

98 

Rampton 

229 

260 

14 


In October 1967 Holland Hannen and Cubitts Ltd, the builders of the new village at Bar Hill, 
wrote to the Ministry of Defence, acting under pressure from existing home owners and 
potential house buyers, about the increased flying activity at RAF Oakington. The company had 
been assured before work started on the village, that flying would be discontinued in the 
foreseeable future! 
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Plate 22: Vickers Varsity inside its hangar 
Photo: RA Walker via John Hamlin 


Argosy Feasibility Study 

A feasibility study for deploying Argosy aircraft to Oakington was carried out in January 1969. 
This aircraft meet the requirement for advanced multi-engine pilot training as a replacement of 
the Varsity. At this time the future of Oakington was in doubt as it might be affected by the 
selection of Stansted as London’s third airport and that the station would therefore, close by 
1976. Furthermore, there had been persistent complaints from surrounding villages about 
aircraft noise, so much so that arrangements for night flying had to be transferred elsewhere. 
Nevertheless Oakington was under consideration as the Advanced Flying Training School 
(AFTS), the Central Flying School (CFS) and School of Refresher Flying (S of RF). The 
combined establishment would be 28 aircraft, made up of 18 serviceable and 11 on hangar 
servicing at any one time. The first scheduled AFTS course was due to start around the second 
quarter of 1971. 

At this time the station had three separate Aircraft Servicing Platforms (ASPs). No.1 and No.2 
had already been extended specifically to cater for the Varsity; there was sufficient room for this 
aircraft type to taxi both in front and behind a row of parked aircraft, allowing considerable 
control in the use of the ASP. There was however insufficient room clearance for Argosies to 
taxi on both sides of parked aircraft. Each aircraft manoeuvring under its own power would have 
to turn through 180 degrees, either on entering or leaving the parking area, and a vacant space 
would be would be needed next to each parking slot to allow for the turn to be executed. The 
use of tractors was not a practical one. On this basis Nos.1 and 2 ASPs would each be able to 
accommodate five Argosies, No.3 ASP would have to be kept for essential out of doors 
servicing. The ASPs therefore would have to be extended by 2,000 feet to meet the combined 
AFTS / CFS and S of RF requirement; furthermore, 24 Argosy picketing points would also be 
required. 
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The main runway (23/05) was 6,110 feet long and suitable for the Argosy operation but the 
secondary runway (19/01) was only 4,626 feet long and obstructions on the approach to runway 
01 reduced its effective length to a mere 2,626 feet. For this reason runway 19 could only be 
used by a lightly laden Argosy in a very strong headwind, and these limitations would preclude 
the use of a secondary runway. Crosswind components on the main runway in excess of the 
limitations of the Varsity only occurred on 1 day in 20 for solo flying and on 1.3 days in every 
hundred for dual flying. 

The taxiways were narrow and there were several sharp bends between the south-west end of 
the main runway and the ASP. 

TACAN and VOR beacons would have to be installed as only NDB, ILS, PAR and SRA were in 
operation at Oakington. 9 

The relief landing ground at Waterbeach was unsuitable for Argosies because the circuit 
patterns would infringe the Cambridge Restricted Area. Waterbeach was chiefly used for visual 
circuit training, but much of the AFTS flying syllabus called for training in the use of airfield and 
runway approach aids. This requirement could not be met at Oakington along and a new RLG 
would have to be found either at Stradishall or Bassingbourn (both of these stations were due to 
close). There was no compass swinging platform at Oakington (Varsitys used the end of the 
runway which was not suitable for the Argosy), and a new flight simulator would have to be 
built. 

At this time the Flying Wing Organisation at Oakington consisted of a Flying Wing HQ, two 
flying squadrons, a standards squadron and Air Traffic Control. One of the flying squadrons 
occupied half of the front annexe to No.3 hangar and also used one room in the rear annexe as 
a flying-clothing locker room. The remainder of the front annexe was occupied by the flight 
planning section and Flying Wing HQ. The other squadron was accommodated in a single¬ 
storey building adjacent to No.1 ASP (building 510). The standards squadron had been 
accommodated in Building 100, which was a single brick hut near ASP 1, but the condition of 
this building was so poor that the unit had moved into a barrack block (building 25) where it 
occupied half of the top floor. 

The combined AFTS / CFS / S of RF task would have been based on the three-squadron 
organisation in addition to the standards squadron. At this time there was no suitable building 
available at Oakington to accommodate a third squadron. Therefore the complete Argosy task 
could not be accepted at Oakington unless another two hangars were built (one for the CFS 
and the other for the S of RF). The squadron’s offices could be accommodated in hangar 
annexes. 

Oakington only had 51 married quarters for officers and 206 for airmen; this fell just below the 
estimated requirement for the AFTS but the deficiency would be considerable if the CFS and 
S of RF tasks were included. This could be met by using the married quarters at Bassingbourn. 

Only four of the eight barrack blocks at Oakington were in use as accommodation for airmen 
(400 beds). The sergeants’ mess (building 23) was in use as an officers’ mess annexe to 
provide dormitory and some messing accommodation for officers. A barrack block (building 22) 
had been converted into the ‘new’ sergeants’ mess and quarters (for 24) and another barrack 
block (21) had been converted into sergeants’ quarters with 48 beds. 


9 Navigational and approach radar equipment - Tactical Air Navigation, VHF Omni-directional Radio Range, Non-directional 
beacon, Instrument Landing System, Precision Approach Radar, Surveillance Radar Approach. 
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The pre-war officers’ mess (building 2) could accommodate 38 officers and had a kitchen / 
dining room capacity of 200 / 70. The mess annexe could accommodate 90 with a kitchen / 
dining room capacity of 150 / 74. The rooms in the mess annexe were well below the scales for 
junior officers. It would therefore be necessary to extend the pre-war officers’ mess and release 
the officers’ mess annexe back to sergeants. 

Although it was feasible to adapt Oakington as an interim base for Argosy operations, because 
of the runway limitations it would not be entirely satisfactory for this purpose and furthermore, 
Bassingbourn would have to be retained for use as an RLG. Because of the uncertainty of the 
sitting of the Third London Airport, the increasing intensity of air traffic at Stansted, plus the 
local noise issues, it was felt unwise to consider Oakington as a long term base for Argosies. 

Temporary Runway 

During 1970, the control tower at Waterbeach was being refurbished in preparation for bringing 
it back into use. On several occasions, during the month of May 1971, a BAC 111 used the 
RLG at Waterbeach for trials on a short gravel runway. These flights were controlled and 
organised by Oakington air traffic control. The 1,500 feet long gravel runway had been laid 
down by 39 Regiment Royal Engineers (Airfields). The experiments consisted of taxi trials, 
take-off and landings to examine the feasibility of operating jet passenger aircraft on natural 
strips. The trials were completed on 4 June. 

Flying Flea Project 

In April 1971, the unit took on a project to build a Flying Flea replica to replace a similar one 
destroyed by fire at Finningley. The project was handled by Chief Technician Hatton, it was 
completed in August of that year and was formally handed over on 18 September. 

First Day Cover 

In June 1971, F/Lt G Norton of the Standards Squadron carried 7,000 First Day Covers in a 
Varsity from 5 FTS to Ternhill on behalf of the RAF Museum. The museum had marked the 50 th 
Anniversary of RAF Sealand (formally RAF Shotwick - the birth place of 5 FTS). The aircraft 
flew over Sealand en-route to Tern Hill, and a helicopter from Tern Hill conveyed the mail to 
Sealand. F/Lt Norton signed 500 covers for the RAFM. 

Runway Removal 

In October 1971, contractors began work on the south-west side of the airfield to remove 
concrete hard standings as well as runway 10/28. The work was completed during May 1972 
and all affected areas had been levelled and seeded. 

Freedom of the City of Cambridge 

Royal Air Force Oakington formally received the Freedom of the City of Cambridge on Sunday 
26 March 1972 from the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Cambridge. 

Redeployment 

Under a rationalisation scheme as part of the RAF Cranwell Study redeployments in early 1972, 
it was announced in Parliament that, in 1975, Cranwell was going to undertake general service 
training of all graduate entry scheme officers. As a result, the flying task at Manby was to close 
1974/5 which would then enable the RAF to dispose of Manby’s relief landing ground at Strubby 
in the mid-1970s. However an assessment was then made on the state of the airfield’s main 
runway. As it would require £300,000 of repairs, this figure was deemed too much to spend on 
an airfield with a limited life. As a result The College of Air Warfare Dominie squadron moved 
temporarily to Manby while 5 FTS at Oakington absorbed the Varsity flight from the School of 
Refresher Flying. About 75 civilian employees of Airwork Services Ltd, who were employed on 
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servicing the Varsity aircraft, were made redundant. Eight aircraft therefore transferred from 
Strubby which, when added to Oakington’s complement, made a total of 30 aircraft. An extra 8 
NCOs and 66 airmen were required for the extra engineering task at Oakington to support 
these aircraft (which had previously been carried out by Airwork’s staff). 

By 1973, a more modern replacement for the Varsity was urgently sought and it was decided to 
re-equip the unit with Jetstreams and transfer it elsewhere. Because of technical problems with 
the new type, the conversion became very protracted and had only really started when the 
station became the victim of the latest round of defence cuts. 

Closure 

In 1972, the closure of RAF Oakington in 1975 was recommended on page 80 in the Nugent 
Report. A public announcement was made to civilian staff and employees at RAF Oakington on 
3 March 1972: 

7 have to tell you that as a result of decisions recently taken on the future pattern of 
aircrew training it has been decided, with great regret, that No. 5 Flying Training 
School will be transferred from this station to RAF Church Fenton in 1975. As no 
further RAF task can be found for this station it will then be closed. 

I am sorry therefore that all civilians employed here will become redundant in their 
present posts in 1975’. 

Another official announcement was made on 9 August 1974, which was as follows: 

‘You were informed on 3 March 1972 that the flying training tasks at RAF Oakington 
would be transferred to RAF Church Fenton in 1975 and that this station would then 
be closed. The timetable now agreed, in fact provides for the cessation of flying by 
the end of this year and for the closure of RAF Oakington by 31 March 1975. 

However, the Oakington task will not now be transferred to RAF Church Fenton and 
an announcement on future deployment will be made later. 

The army will be taking over this site from the Royal Air Force and a major army unit 
will move in here in April 1975. It is expected that this unit will provide employment 
for up to forty civilians, mainly in the industrial grades, but precise details of the 
posts are not available yet. 

I am sorry to have to tell you, however, that with the exception of those who are 
taken on by the army, all MOD civilians employed here will become redundant in 
their present posts by 31 March 1975. 

We shall of course do all we can in conjunction with the Department of Employment 
to find other work for all those whose services have to be terminated. 

There was a surplus of multi-engine pilots in the RAF and No.103 Course was cancelled; the 
last full course to complete its training was 102. From mid-October 1974 the Refresher Courses 
would be the only active flying courses and those continued until the end of the year. 

With the closing of RAF Oakington and a run-down in the task, Varsity aircraft were flown from 
the unit to MUs and other bases. Some of these aircraft were scrapped and others used for fire 
practice 

Representatives from HQ Eastern District and the incoming 1 st Battalion of the Royal Regiment 
of Fusiliers; PSA / DOE and station officers, held a series of formal meetings to arrange details 
of the transfer of RAF Oakington in 1975. The unit had to leave Ulster by 6 March which meant 
that the hand-over dated needed to be brought forward, which was agreed to be 10 March 
1975. 
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The Battle of Britain party was held for those on the civilian guest list on 13 September and the 
exercising of the Freedom of Cambridge on 15 September was the last for Oakington. 

On 22 October 1974, a formation fly past of Varsity aircraft took place before the final disposal 
of aircraft was made. The formation led by S/Ldr C Blake (OC Varsity Refresher Squadron) 
consisted of five aircraft. They overflew Cranwell, Linton, Finningley, Brampton, Alconbury and 
Oakington. 



Table V - 

■ Final Varsity Aircraft Movements 


Serial 

Destination 

Date 


Serial 

Destination 

Date 

WL634 

5 MU Kemble 

16-09-74 


WF326 

5 MU Kemble 

16-09-74 

WJ942 

5 MU Kemble 

17-09-74 


WF389 

5 MU Kemble 

17-09-74 

WL670 

Valley 

19-09-74 


WF422 

Catterick 

19-09-74 

WF375 

5 MU Kemble 

20-09-74 


WJ912 

5 MU Kemble 

20-09-74 

WL676 

5 MU Kemble 

24-09-74 


WF409 

5 MU Kemble 

25-09-74 

WL688 

5 MU Kemble 

25-09-74 


WJ947 

5 MU Kemble 

25-09-74 

WL413 

Manston 

14-10-74 


WJ902 

Wittering 

14-10-74 

WL628 

Wattisham 

16-10-74 


WF419 

5 MU Kemble 

17-10-74 

WJ921 

Yeovilton 

28-10-74 


SW371 

Aldergrove 

28-10-74 

WJ892 

5 MU Kemble 

29-10-74 


WJ920 

Finningley 

29-10-74 

WF427 

Shawbury 

29-10-74 


WF429 

5 MU Kemble 

30-10-74 

WF331 

5 MU Kemble 

30-10-74 


WJ901 

5 MU Kemble 

31-10-74 

WJ941 

5 MU Kemble 

31-10-74 




The procurement of spares and the number of engine malfunctions hampered the Jetstream. 
The first AFT course of four students, and the last at Oakington, was completed during October 
without any great difficulty. The Varsity AFT and refresher courses had by now been completed 
and by November the only task left was refresher training on the Jetstream aircraft. All Varsities 
had by now been disposed of. 

On 4 November, the Station Commander flew the last Varsity away from RAF Oakington 
logging a flying time of forty minutes. There was no Jetstream flying during the month owing to 
flying restrictions imposed on the aircraft, due to a crash at Little Rissington. Most QFIs had by 
now received their postings and had left the unit. 

A civic guest night attended by the Mayor and Mayoress of Cambridge and senior council 
officers and their ladies as well as the C-in-C of Training Command was held on 12 November, 
to mark the ending of the association with the city. 

In December, disposal instructions were received for the Jetstream aircraft and they were 
ferried out at the close of the month - a French rectification team having carried out 
modifications on the engines as a result of the crash at Little Rissington. The circumstances 
surrounding the final disposal of the Jetstreams was depressing for all those concerned. The 
aircraft were disposed of as follows: 


Table VI - Final Jetstream Aircraft Movements 

Serial 

Destination 

Date 


Serial 

Destination 

Date 

XX485 

Little Rissington 

18-12-74 


XX483 

Little Rissington 

30-12-74 

XX484 

Little Rissington 

30-12-74 


XX481 

St Athan 

31-12-74 

XX486 

Little Rissington 

31-12-74 


XX479 

Little Rissington 

31-12-74 

XX482 

St Athan 

31-12-74 
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On 4 December, HRH The Duchess of Kent opened the Cambridge Branch of the YMCA, 
arriving and departing from the airfield in an Andover of the Queen’s Flight 

The Flying Wing was disbanded on 20 December and all personnel were transferred to a 
Holding Flight within Admin Wing; the airfield officially closed on 31 December 1974 although a 
RAF Wessex helicopter was based here until 7 May 1975. This brought a rather unsatisfying 
end to its long and distinguished RAF career. 

With the departure of all aircraft to other locations, postings were brought forward for all 
personnel, leaving only 5 officers and 36 airmen on the strength as at 28 February 1975. 

Handover 

The advance party from the 1 st Battalion, Royal Regiment of Fusiliers arrived on 21 January 
1975 and buildings and facilities were gradually handed over. The station farm was transferred 
to RAF Wyton on MOD instructions on 31 January with a ceremonial handover between station 
commanders on 6 February when a piglet was passed across. 

The scroll presented to the station on the granting of the Freedom of the City of Cambridge was 
handed back on loan to the city for display and safe keeping in the Guildhall, in an informal 
ceremony on 13 February. All silver was dispersed to various headquarters and stations, 
residual silver going to 7 MU at Quedgeley on 1 April. 

On 7 March a function was held in the officers’ mess to welcome officers of 1 st Battalion, Royal 
Regiment of Fusiliers, and to introduce them to local civilian and military personalities. 

On 10 March a helicopter from Odiham flew in and flew out the commemorative stamps at 
09.30 hours, this being the morning that the station was handed over to the army. A formal 
ceremony was held outside the station headquarters when, following the lowering of the RAF 
Ensign to the strains of The Last Post’ and the fly-past of a Victor aircraft, the flag of 1 st 
Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers was raised to the playing of ‘Reveille’. Group 
Captain PB MacCorkindale handed over the station to Lieutenant-Colonel G Straw. From this 
point on the station was to be known as Oakington Barracks. 

2524 (Oakington) Air Training Corps Squadron 

2524 Squadron ATC formed on 1 April 1975, before that it was known as 104 Detached Flight 
(DF) being part of 104 (City of Cambridge) Squadron. From 1968 its headquarters was located 
within the Cambridge and Hunts ATC Wing HQ at The Mount’, Longstanton. The unit stayed 
there until the house was sold and 104 DF moved into Building 17 at RAF Oakington where it 
became 2524 Squadron. In April 1999 it moved into the NAAFI shop (building 147) on the 
married quarter estate, Longstanton which it shares with an Army Cadet unit. 
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Plate 23: Aerial view, July 1970 

Showing the three ASPs. Photo: PHT Green Collection via Aldon Ferguson 



Plate 24: Handley Page Jetstream with Varsitys 
Photo: Crown Copyright TNA 
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4.6 Post RAF Oakington 

Oakington Barracks 

Following the closure of RAF Oakington, the airfield became a 'Green Jacket' Infantry Battalion 
Barracks, followed by the newly renumbered (since 1-04-78) 657 Squadron, Army Air Corps 
who arrived here as a lodger unit during January 1979 from McMunn Barracks, Colchester. This 
unit was equipped initially with the Scout and the Sioux helicopters; the Gazelle then replaced 
the Sioux beginning February 1978. Re-equipment with Lynx AH.1 helicopters then took the 
place of the Scout, the first of the new helicopters arriving at the end of February 1984. 
Oakington Barracks finally closed in May 1999. 


Around 1978 the remaining runways were removed for hard core for the Ml 1 motorway, leaving 
an 500 metre length of runway 23 at the north-east end for AAC light aircraft. 


Table VII - Army Units 1976 to 1999 

Unit 

From 

Deployments 

To 

1 st Battalion 

The Royal Regiment 
of Fusiliers 

Northern Ireland 

10 Mar 1975 

Mar 76 to June 76 N Ireland 

May 77 to June 77 N Ireland 

Dec 77 Bermuda 

May 78 to Nov 78 Cyprus 

Germany 

8 Aug 1979 

657 Squadron 

Army Air Corp 

Kirklee barracks 
Colchester 

January 1979 

Unknown 

Topcliffe / Devereaux 
barracks, Ripon 

March 1992 

3 rd Battalion 

The Royal Green 

Jackets 

Northern Ireland 

09-08-79 

May 80 to Nov 80 Cyprus 

Germany 

05-05-82 

1 st Battalion Royal 
Anglian Regiment 

Germany 

06-05-82 

Unknown 

Northern Ireland 

04-12-84 

2 nd Battalion 

Queen’s Regiment 

Northern Ireland 
07-12-84 

Jul 85 to Sept 85 Canada 

Nov 85 to Mar 86 Falklands 

Germany 

08-08-86 

1 st Battalion 
Worcestershire and 
Sherwood Forresters 

Warminster 

08-08-86 

Unknown 

Cyprus 

19-10-90 

Royal 

Highland Fusiliers 

Edinburgh 

19-10-90 

Apr 90 to Oct 90 Belize 

Jan 91 to Mar 91 Persian Gulf 

Dec 91 to Feb 92 N Ireland 

Nov 92 to May 93 Belize 

Germany 

14-02-94 

1 st Battalion 

Cheshire Regiment 

Germany 

14-02-94 

Unknown 

Northern Ireland 

22-07-96 

1 st Battalion Royal 
Anglian Regiment 

Colchester 

22-07-96 

Oct 96 to May 97 

Northern Ireland 

Northern Ireland 

May 1999 

Note: dates shown are unconfirmed 


Immigration Reception Centre 

Around January 2000, the barracks site was acquired by the Home Office; four barrack blocks 
were refurbished by Balfour Beatty and put into use as residential accommodation within a 
secure area by fencing. Three blocks were for single males and the other for single females 
(which had additional security fencing). There was also a family block (former officers’ mess) 
outside the secure area which provided 42 family rooms. Over the course of its history the 
centre has been operated by different ‘companies’ but since 2008 they have all been part of the 
G4S group. The first contractor was Group 4 Securicor, then Global Solutions Ltd, followed by 
GSL UK Limited (after a name change) and finally by G4S (formally Group 4 Securicor). 

The unit therefore opened as an Immigration Reception Centre on 20 March 2000 for a 
maximum of 400 residents at any one time, and could accommodate families as well as single 
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applicants. On opening Oakington was the only centre in Europe that processed asylum 
seekers on a fast track basis. Its purpose was to deal quickly and fairly with claims which after 
initial screening, appeared as straightforward asylum claims. Legal services were available on 
site, consisting of a Refugee Legal Centre and an Immigration Advisory Service. 

While at Oakington, applicants were not permitted to leave the site. When operating at full 
capacity, the weekly cost of housing an asylum seeker was around £800. 

Between 1 April 2000 and 31 March 2001, there were 5,064 principal applicants received at 
Oakington, these consisted of 4,430 single applicants and 634 families (with 1,210 
dependents). 

Applications were generally considered and decided on within seven to ten days. If a decision 
could not be made within that time scale the applicant was transferred to a detention centre or 
given temporary admission. At full capacity the centre could deal with 13,000 applicants per 
year. 

About a third of applicants who had been taken into detention while in the UK had been picked 
up without warning whilst voluntarily reporting to Lunar House in Croydon or at other reporting 
centres. In contrast those detained on entry to the UK had some expectation as to what was in 
store for them and had written ‘Oakington Reception Centre’ on their landing cards. On arriving 
at Stansted, Heathrow or Gatwick, they had to wait in the airport holding area until they could 
be transported by bus to Oakington. Some of those arriving had been before, returning for a 
second claim and if recognised by staff were referred to as ‘BB’s or ‘Been Before’ and their BB 
status was marked on boards in their accommodation units. 

A maximum daily influx of 36 principal applicants was allowed (a family was counted as one 
applicant), so the actual number arriving was often higher than 36. Applicants went first to the 
reception centre for processing before being allocated rooms. 

There were two dining areas, one in the main amenities block (former airmen’s dining room and 
institute) and the other in the families unit. People from different accommodation units were 
called to the dining area at different times which minimised waiting times. The catering was sub¬ 
contracted to Aramark, which also ran a shop in the amenities building and provided all the 
cleaning services on site. 

Taking 12 May 2003 as a typical day, the unit held 302 persons. They were from the following 
countries (listed in highest number order): 


Turkey 

Jamaica 

Serbia and Montenegro 

India 

Albania 

Sri Lanka 

Afghanistan 

Moldova 

Pakistan 

Bangladesh 

Romania 

Czech Republic 

Poland 

Nigeria 

Ukraine 

Cameroon 

China 

Uganda 

Latvia 

Tanzania 

South Africa 

Rwanda 

Macedonia 

Brazil 

Botswana 

Bulgaria. 

Ivory Coast 

Algeria 

Cyprus 


In October 2005 the Family Unit closed down and on 4 June 2006 the last female applicant left 
the centre when it became a removal centre for adult males only and all of the detainees were 
facing the possibility of removal from the country. Many of these were long-term residents, the 
average stay being around 56 days. The centre closed down on 27 November 2010. 
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Appendix 1 - Pathfinder Force Techniques 


Principal source: ‘Pathfinder Force. A History of 8 Group’. Gordon Musgrave, 1976 

The Pathfinder Force was generally considered to be the elite group in Bomber Command. 
Their primary function was to accurately identify and mark the target using coloured flares, 
known as Target Indicators (TIs) which would allow the Main Force to attack using a mixture of 
High Explosive and Incendiary bombs. 

In order to understand how the Pathfinders worked, it is useful to know: 

• Flow they found their target 

• Flow the target was marked 

• The functions of various member of the team. 

Navigation 

Three electronic systems were in general use throughout WWII, two of which used ground 
stations in the UK sending signals to the aircraft. 

The first was ‘GEE’ which used a number of synchronised transmitters in the UK. The aircraft 
equipment compared the time delay from at least three signals to obtain the aircraft’s true 
position. It was very easy to use and was christened the ‘Goon Box’. In essence it was similar 
to today’s sat-nav / GPS systems. However since ground stations were used, reception was 
limited by distance. Many aircraft could use GEE at the same time; as expected the signals 
were soon jammed by the Germans. Since the aircraft used the information passively they 
couldn’t be traced by the enemy. 

OBOE used a pair of signals in the UK (several pairs were available). The ‘CAT’ station was 
responsible for keeping the aircraft on a constant radius from it, which would eventually pass 
directly over the target. The ‘MOUSE’ station monitored the progress of the aircraft and 
determined when the bombs, or target indicators should be released. Only one aircraft could 
use the system at a time. It was extremely accurate. 

Both these systems were limited in range owing to the curvature of the earth. The Ruhr was 
well within capability, whereas distant targets such as Berlin were not. After D-Day Oboe 
stations were installed on mainland Europe as the Allies advanced. 

The Third system was H 2 S which was self-contained in the aircraft and hence could be used 
outside GEE and Oboe range. A scanner beneath the aircraft flooded the ground below with 
radar signals which produced a ‘map’ of the ground on a cathode-ray tube display inside the 
aircraft. It worked particularly well with water features, such as the coast, rivers and lakes. By 
mid 1944 the Luftwaffe had produced a receiver for their night fighters which could home in on 
the aircraft’s radar transmissions, limiting the usefulness of the device. 

Bomb / Target Indicator Aiming 

Oboe was unique in that it released the weapons automatically. Other systems required a 
bombsight, of which the Mk XIV ‘computer sight’ was seemingly the most successful. Originally, 
in the absence of GEE or H 2 S the navigator had to locate the target from conventional 
navigational principles. Known as ‘Dead Reckoning’ it was severely flawed, in particular as it 
relied on forecasted, rather than actual wind speed, but later in the war the introduction of the 
DR Compass, the Air Mileage Units and Air Position Indicator improved the situation 
considerably. 
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DR (Distant Reading) Compass 

This was a gyro compass mounted on gimbals in the rear of the aircraft, and was an extremely 
accurate device, unaffected by acceleration and magnetic deviation It provided directional 
displays / readings to: 

■ pilot 

■ navigator 

■ bomb-aimer 

■ auto-pilot 

■ air and ground position indicators 

■ H 2 S display 

■ Mk XIV bombsight. 

Air Mileage Unit 

The AMU, located in the port wheel-well of a Lancaster, balanced the air pressure from the pitot 
head (proportional to speed through the air), against an artificial pressure from a small fan. It 
allowed the true airspeed to be calculated. 

Air Position Indicator 

The API was an electro-mechanical computer which gave a read-out in latitude and longitude of 
the aircraft’s current position. It combined the distance flown from the AMU, with the direction 
component from the DR compass. It was reasonable accurate and could cope with evasive 
moves such as the ‘corkscrew’. 

The API was later modified by enabling a set wind-velocity to be added. It was then known as 
the Ground Position Indicator (erroneously sometimes called Group Position Indicator). 

Marking Techniques 

The system used would depend on the location of the target, availability of recognisable 
landmarks and weather, in particular cloud-base. 

Broadly defined as ‘Visual’ and ‘Blind’ marking, a number of codenames were allocated to the 
techniques used. The target would have an Aiming Point (A/P), however due to numerous 
factors, the point at which most bombs hit was known as the Mean Point of Impact (MPI). On 
large targets there could be several aiming points, e.g. A/P ‘AT, A/P ‘C’. 

Markers, alias Target Indicators (Tl s) would be dropped. These were pyrotechnic devices of 
many different types, as it was important not to establish a pattern which the Germans could 
easily reproduce and thus create dummies. Pink Pansies, Red Blobs, Red Spots, Smoke Puffs 
were typical of those used. 

Parramatta was blind bombing using H 2 S. The Primary Blind Marker would locate and mark the 
target, usually before ‘zero hour’. Secondary markers would follow up using different coloured 
TIs. It was used principally against large targets, such as cities. The Main Force was instructed 
to bomb initially the secondary markers. 

Musical Parramatta was similar to the above, except that it used Oboe as the navigational 
device. Since only one marker aircraft was involved at a time, there would be delays between 
successive markings, and this would continue during the raid. Backers-Up would ensure that 
there was always some marking in evidence. 
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Controlled Oboe was a variation on the above used typically against precision targets, and 
would involve a Master Bomber advising on the accuracy of the successive Oboe TIs. 

Newhaven was visual marking, used against smaller precision targets, e.g. factories. Flares 
would first be dropped to light up the target area by the Illuminators. The Primary Visual 
Markers were amongst the most experienced pathfinders, and if the target was confirmed 
visually, would then drop their TIs using the Mk.XIV bombsight. They would be followed by 
Visual Centerers, or Backers-up who would estimate the MPI of the primaries, then drop 
different coloured TIs keeping the target constantly illuminated. Recenterers would return the 
MPI as crept back away from the A/P. 

Wanganui was blind marking when the target was cloud covered. Similar to Parramatta the TIs 
dropped by the Blind Sky Markers would be suspended from flares, taking a long time to fall 
until they disappeared below cloud. Some aircraft would always carry these TIs which they 
would use if requested by the Master Bomber, typically on the unexpected appearance of cloud, 
or more likely a smoke screen. 


Examples of Target Indicators 


Type 

Contents 

Effect 

2 

56 non-delay and 4 explosive candles, 
(yellow , green, red, or white as ordered). 

Gives a cascade of 60 candles which continue to burn 
on the target with a total time of approx 3 minutes 
(red / green / yellow), or 5 minutes for the white. 

Three series of explosions at intervals. 

7 

210 Flash Units, each containing a delay 
fuze, (red or green as ordered). 

Gives a succession of flashes at intervals of approx 

1.5 seconds. Duration of each flash 1/10 sec. 

Total functioning time, approx 5 minutes. 

8 

Cotton bale saturated in solution of 
metallic perchlorate dissolved in alcohol, 
(red / green / yellow as ordered). 

Gives a single spot of colour on the ground which 
burns for 15-20 minutes. 

11 

One 4.5 photo-flash, 
plus concrete weighting rings 

Ejects photo-flash unit which ignites after delay of 2 
seconds. 

17 

60 non-delay candles, each with 
alternate coloured increments 
(red/green, or red/yellow, or yellow/green 
as ordered). 

Gives a cascade of 60 candles in first colour. After 
approx 30 seconds colour changes, then alternates 
every 15 seconds. 

Total Burning time 3 minutes. 

Note: all the above are 250-lb devices. Source AIR10/3349 


Roles in the Pathfinder Force 

Aircraft despatched to a particular target would be a mix of skilled crews and supporters. The 
actual roles of the skilled crews would vary depending on the target, but would include some or 
all of the following. 

The Master Bomber (MB) 

Some sorties would have a Master Bomber and Deputy. These were very skilled and 
dangerous jobs and would frequently involve flying low over the target area to accurately 
assess the situation and initiate re-marking if necessary. Flight Magazine described the 
qualities of the MB as, ‘proven ability, possessing leadership skills, flexibility of outlook, clear 
judgement and capable of immediate reaction to changing circumstances’. They were used 
typically on precision targets where it may be necessary to adjust the MPI as it tended to drift. 

The Main Force would only commence their bombing when instructed by the MB. The Deputy 
would assist and take over the duties of the MB if necessary. 
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Illuminators / Blind Illuminators 

Several aircraft would arrive early at the target and having identified it would drop a number of 
white flares over the area to assist the Markers which would arrive shortly. When the 
identification was done by H 2 S, it was known as Blind Illumination 

Primary Visual Marker (PVM) 

This function needed a very experienced crew and was frequently performed by the Deputy. 
They would fly over the target, which was illuminated by flares, and having positively identified 
the Aiming Point, drop Indicators on it using the Mk.XIV bombsight. Several PVMs were usually 
employed 

Primary Blind Marker 

Again very experienced crews would be needed, but the TIs would be dropped as a result of 
H 2 S interpretation. 

Visual Centerers (VCs) / Backers Up 

These were slightly less experienced markers who attempted to drop their TIs on the MPI of 
those already dropped by the Primaries. A different colour indicator would be used to avoid 
confusion. Many VCs would take part to ensure the target was permanently illuminated. 

Recenterers 

These were similar to the VCs but their objective was to keep the target on the A/P as the MPI 
would tend to drift with time. 

Long Stop 

Originally this referred to yellow markers carried by the Master Bomber; it then became a ‘job’ in 
its own right. These markers would be dropped in a line to indicate a limit or boundary, or in 
many cases on top of bad markers to cancel them. 

Route Markers 

The advanced navigational equipment carried by the PFF enabled them to drop route-marking 
and turning-point indicators which would assist the less experienced Main Force, especially in 
adverse weather conditions. However the German night-fighters began to use these markers to 
their advantage and the PFF technique then changed to dropping route markers purely as 
‘spoofs. 

Windowers 

In order to confuse the defences, especially at the very beginning of a raid when there were 
only a small number of aircraft flying, bundles of ‘Window’ (thin metallised paper strips) would 
be dropped from a number of aircraft to blind the enemy radar. 

Supporters 

Remaining members of 8 Group would be classed as ‘supporters’; typically they would be the 
most recent and inexperienced crews, but would often arrive at the target early, i.e. with the 
illuminators, and drop conventional bombs (as per the Main Force) to saturate and harass the 
defences. In particular they would dissuade fire-fighting services from extinguishing the 
markers. Their photographs of the target were later analyzed, as were all the logs and camera 
pictures taken during all training flights. On all these flights a high standard of H 2 S operation 
was required. As they became more efficient they could be qualified for a higher ranking, and 
assigned to more demanding marking duties with bombs and flares. 
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Appendix 2 - Summary of Operations 1940 

Notes relating to these Appendices can be found on page 183 

31 Jun 

W/Cdr LB Duggan, OC 218 Squadron, proceeded to Oakington from Mildenhall - where 218 Sqn 
had been located since its return from France - to investigate the site of, and to form the new 
station. 

01 Jul 

W/Cdr Duggan took over command of RAF Station Oakington. F/Lt JE Furness and F/O RW Head 
were posted from Wyton as Station Medical Officer and Equipment Officer respectively. About 150 
men also arrived, all of whom were accommodated at Wyton, pending erection of tents and the 
obtaining of preliminary stores. 

02 Jul 

No entry between 02 and 04 July 1940. 

05 Jul 

F/Lt CC Brill was posted from 71 Wing and took up duties as Station Adjutant. F/Lt JF Sanders was 
posted from 218 Squadron and took up duties as Intelligence Officer, and P/O BB Johnson was 
posted from Wyton as Assistant Equipment Officer. Arrival of F/Sgt Neep to commence Armament 
Section. 12 Lewis guns, 32 rifles and 2,000 rounds of ammunition formed the nucleus from which 
the section had to be built. 

06 Jul 

Officers and personnel moved from Wyton to Oakington to live in the tented camp. P/O GC Rhoden 
was posted from the Air Ministry as assistant adjutant. 

07 Jul 

Tie-line (B1489) to HQ 2 Group, and line to Willingham Exchange (Willingham 13) connected. 

Mobile ground station erected. F/Lt JF Sanders was placed in charge of operations pending posting 
of operations officer and P/O GC Rhoden was appointed as temporary defence officer. F/O RW 

Head promoted to acting F/Lt. The defence equipment consisted of 28 rifles and 2 Vickers guns 
manned by the CUCTC (possibly Cambridge University Cadet Training Corps?) situated at Inholms 
Farm to the east side of the permanent buildings. 

08 Jul 

42 men arrived from Blackpool. 

09 Jul 

F/Lt JHJ Williams posted from 71 Wing as Station Signals Officer. 

10 Jul 

Stakes taken up from aerodrome landing ground. W/T Watch opened in mobile ground station. 

The SMO, 11 Group, W/Cdr Knight visited the camp. 

11 Jul 

Arrival of Armament Officer (F/Lt LR Robinson posted from 71 Wing) and WO Tolfrey to assist. 

F/Lt Napier for operations. This officer was attached to Lossiemouth for temporary duties before 
arrival at Oakington. 

12 Jul 

Hastening of equipment in order to carry out correct training and the manning of defence posts. 
Hastening completion of temporary bomb dumps. 

13 Jul 

W/Cdr AR Combes, OC 218 Squadron, arrived and took up residence at Oakington. F/O WA Covill 
was posted from Wattisham as Senior Accountant Officer, and promoted same day to the acting 
rank of F/Lt. 33 men of the CUOTC arrived to take up duties on the station.155 men of the 6 th Royal 
Sussex Regiment arrived to take up defence duties. 

14 Jul 

P/O GW Thompson was posted from Wattisham as Defence Officer. 

Ground defence telephone system working (field wiring). 

15 Jul 

S/Ldr RDC Gibson was posted from 21 Squadron, Watton as Operations Officer, and took over 
duties from F/Lt Sanders. P/O SA Bishop was posted from 1 RAF Depot as Codes and Cyphers 

Officer. P/Os Skinner, Mitchell and Meek arrived to take up duties with 218 Squadron. 

F/Lt JH Cotton posted from 71 Wing as Station Defence Officer and took over duties from P/O GC 
Rhoden. P/O GW Swanton posted to Oakington from Codes and Cyphers School to take up duties 
as Codes and Cypher Officer. PBX installed and commenced functioning. Second exchange line 
(Willingham 12) connected. The MO visited the ARP HQ in Cambridge and discussed problems 
connected with the disposal of wounded in an emergency. 

16 Jul 

Operations and Intelligence provided with PBX extensions as a temporary measure. 

One bomb dump completed. 

17 Jul 

Stocks of bombs drawn in accordance with Group letter. F/Lt JH Cotton Defence Officer arrived to 
take up duty as Defence Officer of this station. Mr Clarke, Senior Regional Officer visited the camp. 
Arrangements were made for the inclusion of the camp in the mutual assistance scheme. 
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Appendix II (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1940 

18 Jul 

F/O GS Morris posted from 6 RSO, Henlow as Engineer Officer and promoted to Flight Lieutenant. 
Inspection of the SSQ and camp by Air Commodore Smartt, Principal Medical Officer, Bomber 
Command. It was emphasised at this visit that the SSQ is at present unsuitable for bed cases. 

Three defence posts were set up and manned with 8 LA sights (?) for ranges located on outlying 
ground. This was so that firing of arms could be carried out, owing to the 25-yard range not being 
completed. Stocks of ammunition and pyrotechnics for the squadron’s use were drawn. Ammunition 
was belted and magazines filled at Wyton, as no facilities were available at this unit. Two ranges 
had been built, one of 25 yards, and another that could be used up to 100 yards. These have been 
in constant use for the completion of training personnel in the use of the rifle and Lewis gun. 

19 Jul 

Mobile ground station ceased to function. Watch opened in temporary quarters. Ground station 
consists of two receivers R1082, W/T transmitting hut operating with a transmitter T1087 and two 
transmitters T1083. Phonograms in use in lieu of teleprinters. 

20 Jul 

No entry for 20 to 21 July 1940. 

22 Jul 

Teleprinter watch opened. S/Ldr FCW Taylor arrived from Binbrook and took up duties as Admin 
Officer. 

23 Jul 

P/O HE Blaiberg was posted from Air Ministry for duties as defence officer. First aircraft watch 
opened. Arrangements made with Wyton for training gunners in the use of the turret. 

24 Jul 

P/O Engledue and P/O Manson arrived to take up duties as defence officers. P/O EA Tilling was 
posted from Air Ministry for duties as intelligence officer. ASO BIMG Nicholls was posted from the 
Codes and Cyphers School, Oxford as C&C officer and was billeted at Oakington. 

25 Jul 

Second transmitter T1087 and a receiver R1084 collected from Old Catton. The MO visited the 
Pathological Institute, Cambridge and the question of grouping volunteers for blood transfusions 
was considered. It is hoped to arrange a blood transfusion scheme for use on the camp. 

26 Jul 

No entry. 

27 Jul 

P/O Bunton was posted from Loughborough for instruction in signal duties. 

28 Jul 

A clay pigeon trap and shot gun were purchased from Wainfleet bombing range, for fitting to the 
training turret to give gunners further instruction in the use of the turret and aiming. 

29 Jul 

Professor Pyal of Addenbrooke’s Hospital was contacted by the MO. Permission was kindly given 
for the MO to attend out-patient clinics and teaching ward rounds. 

30 Jul 

First attempt by 218 Squadron at practice bombing on Wainfleet Ranges; 108 bombs were dropped. 
Great difficulty was experienced in getting a spotlight for fitting to the turret. Second T1087 and 

R1084 installed and working. 

July 

1940 

SSQ Report: The SSQ opened on 5 July and the first sick parade was held on the following day. 

The accommodation consisted of three tents (hospital type small 20 ft by 20ft). These tents are not 
provided with floor boards, and owing to the unsatisfactory nature of the ground, a portion of the 
floor space was covered with boards borrowed from the stores. Z1 scale consisted of three panniers 
(medical and reserve), one gas pannier, six cases of first aid equipment and medical comforts was 
issued for first aid use. It was evident that this equipment would not suffice for treating common 
medical problems such as tonsillitis etc. Moreover a fairly high incidence of these complaints was 
considered likely under the tented accommodation conditions operating at the camp. Arrangements 
were therefore made for obtaining a supply of essential drugs from Wyton SSQ. Any serious cases 
were transferred to Wyton SSQ. Hospitals to be used: RAF Hospital Littleport, Addenbrooke’s, 
Cambridge, County Hospital Huntingdon and RAF Hospital (special cases). Medical staff: Two 
medical officers, one Sgt, two corporals and six A/Cs. 

01 Aug 

P/O BB Johnson was promoted to the rank of F/O. A try out of the defence section took place at 

14.30 hours as laid down in the Defence Scheme. Some faults were noted and will be altered. 

02 Aug 

Flying crews of 218 Squadron were instructed in the use of first aid (aircraft outfit). 

03 Aug 

Arrangements made for bombing practice at the Wainfleet Range. 

04 Aug 

A new Mk.ll Armadillo arrived at the station. 

05 Aug 

A demonstration of the method of dealing with casualties likely to occur in the event of an air attack 
on the camp was held. Instruction was given to stretcher bearers and nursing orderlies. ‘Cases’ 
were labelled and an observation was made as to how the orderlies diagnosed cases, assessed 
their severity, and what action was taken. 

Practice bombing carried out all day at Wainfleet Range - 138 bombs dropped. 
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06 Aug 

Received blister gas training stand from West Raynham. 

07 Aug 

Air firing carried out at Wainfleet ranges by 218 Squadron. 

21 details fired, 580 rounds expended and 274 hits achieved. 

08 Aug 

100 ground defence personnel arrived. 

09 Aug 

Bombing practice by 218 Squadron carried out at Wainfleet Range - 120 bombs dropped. 

P/O AL Thompson was posted from Little Rissington for duties as accountant officer. 

10 Aug 

81 men arrived from Blackpool and 44 men from Padgate. Air firing carried was out on Wainfleet 
Range by 218 Squadron, 22 details fired, 8,400 rounds fired but only 42 hits obtained. 

CUOTC took over training of 54 Ground Defence. 

11 Aug 

No entry. 

12 Aug 

A/C keying fitted to transmitter T1087. 

13 Aug 

Sports committee meeting. 

14 Aug 

Two wireless operators returned from Wyton where they were training in D/F duties. 

Temporary D/F station completed. 

15 Aug 

No entry. 

16 Aug 

P/O WH Allen posted from Air Ministry as messing officer. 

17 Aug 

A cricket match was played against Willingham. 

18 Aug 

No entry. 

19 Aug 

Guard mounted on the D/F hut. 

20 Aug 

Calibration of D/F station completed and first watch opened. 

21 Aug 

F/Lt Morris was posted from Oakington to Flooton Park. Fie also relinquished his acting rank. 

22 Aug 

No entry. 

23 Aug 

F/O HP Matthews was promoted to the rank of Acting F/Lt. 

24 Aug 

Cricket match played against a team from Cambridge. 

25 Aug 

Church Parade was held in the NAAFI. Use of D/F station for operational flying suspended due to 
severe local interference and low signal strength. 

Second tie-line (B1490) connected. Operations room now permanently connected to 2 Group HQ. 

26 Aug 

No entry. 

27 Aug 

ENSA provided an extremely good concert party at which the station band made its first 
appearance. 

28 Aug 

P/O Tilling was promoted to Acting F/O. Ten type ‘F’ field telephones received and put into use. 

W/T interference traced to a DC generator in one of the contractors’ huts 

29 Aug 

The first official entertainment was given in the officers’ mess, in the form of a sherry party. 

D/F station resumed full working on rectification of the receiver and interference troubles. 

30 Aug 

At 16.30 hours ENSA rang up to offer an ‘A’ concert party for the evening. It took place at 19.00 
hours. Guard on the petrol dump and hangar taken over from 6 th Royal Sussex, and all but 12 of the 
CUOTC left the station. 

Aug 

1940 

Medical Report: During the month increased use has been made of Addenbrooke’s Hospital. It has 
been noticed that among the 180-odd men of the Royal Artillery detachment stationed at Hardwick, 
there has been an extremely high incidence of boils. 

01 Sep 

The AOC paid a visit arriving at 17.30 hours. 

02 Sep 

Group Captain RW Field arrived on posting to Oakington to command the station. 

03 Sep 

Entertainments committee meeting. 

04 Sep 

NAAFI whist drive. 

05 Sep 

Operations key-board installed. 68 th Medium Artillery replaced by 64 th . 

06 Sep 

The equipment section and stores took up residence in the permanent camp. 

07 Sep 

Cricket match against Histon 

08 Sep 

No entry. 

09 Sep 

Visit of 2 Group SMO (W/Cdr Wright). 

A new site for the SS2 tents was chosen in view of the old position from gun fire. 


61 




Appendix II (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1940 

10 Sep 

Amateur entertainers from Cambridge give a concert in the NAAFI tent. 

11 Sep 

64 th Medium Artillery left the station. 

12 Sep 

No entry for 12 to 14 September, as well as 16 and 18 September. 

15 Sep 

Tested W/T communications. 

17 Sep 

Power unavailable over a wide area of East Anglia and communications were dependent on W/T 
telephone and SD45, HQ 2 Group. Temporary power back on at 14.00 hours - teleprinter service 
available. No stand-by power plant available at Oakington, but the GEC floodlight was connected to 
operations block mains, and teleprinter and type ‘X’ machine facilities were restored. Mains power 
was restored at 21.20 hours. ASO Walker arrived to take up duties as Codes and Cypher Officer. 

19 Sep 

A Junkers 88 medium bomber was forced down to the aerodrome by two Hurricanes. The crew of 
four were all uninjured and were taken prisoner. 

Demonstration of Bren Carriers was given by the 6 th Royal Sussex. 

20 Sep 

Visit by the AOC 2 Group, Air Commodore Robb (later ACM Sir James M Robb). Visit by Flt/Lt 

Paskett of Air Ministry (tech unit) in connection with the crashed bomber and also by Chief 

Constable of Huntingdon. Visits also by G/Cpt Taylor, AVM NDK McEwen, Lord Lieutenant of 
Cambridgeshire, and W/Cmdr Basil Embry. Circular telephone circuit on aerodrome completed to 
provide telephone communication between floodlight and PBX. 

21 Sep 

Owing to disappearance of a clock from the wireless set of the Ju 88, all personnel were confined to 
camp until 19.45 hours. A Court of Enquiry resulting from the clock’s disappearance is to be held. 

The civilian police were called in to search the workmen as they left the permanent camp. 

22 Sep 

Church Parade in All Saints Church, Longstanton. 

23 Sep 

No entries for 23, 25 and 26 September. 

24 Sep 

Amateur concert party with Alice Reynolds from Cambridge gave a show in the NAAFI tent. 

27 Sep 

W/Cmdr LB Duggan returned from Thorney Island. 

28 Sep 

W/Cmdr LB Duggan posted to Swanton Morley. 

29 Sep 

P/O DHS Cameron arrived on posting. 

30 Sep 

P/O Atkinson arrived to take up duties as Defence Officer. All equipment was transferred to the 
main equipment section in the new camp from the tented camp. Storage racks were not available 
and equipment had to be arranged in boxes. Barrack blocks have been furnished and occupied, but 
owing to the breakdown of machinery, the furnishing and occupation of the airmen’s dining hall has 
been delayed. 

01 Oct 

Station visited by Air Ministry Technical Advisor on Fire Services. 

02 Oct 

P/O Swinton posted to No.6 Recruitment Centre, Wilmslow on posting overseas. 

03 Oct 

Operations - 27 off 250-lb and 28 off 40-lb bombs. One hung up but no trace of fault. 

Visit of Mr Watts, AID Explosives Inspector. 

04 Oct 

Station dance band performed at the institute, Longstanton. 

1,600 off 40-lb and 20-lb bomb pistols modified. 

05 Oct 

First four-gun mounting installed for ground defence. Move of HQ to permanent camp for sleeping 
accommodation and sanitation purposes. Visit by Colonel Collier, CO Beds & Herts. 

06 Oct 

A guard and Church Parade was held in the permanent camp. Booking in and out of the new 
guardroom commenced and leave was restarted. Practice bombing, eight details attempted. 

Two crews of ten men completed SCI training after a practical demonstration. 

07 Oct 

Operations - four 250-lb bombs and 79 rounds. Second four-gun mounting installed. 

08 Oct 

Practice bombing by 218 Squadron, 48 bombs expended. Gunnery practice on 25-yard range by 
ground defence personnel - 425 rounds fired. Bad weather cancelled night bombing programme. 

09 Oct 

Four 250-lb and four 40-lb bombs, plus 212 rounds expended. Work commenced on a permanent 
telephone exchange. Two more classes commenced SCI training. 

10 Oct 

Service police took over the guardroom. 

11 Oct 

Practice bombing by 218 Squadron; seven details took part and 55 bombs were dropped. 

12 Oct 

The site for decontamination of aircraft and SCIs approved by G/Cpt Field. 

13 Oct 

No entry for 13 and 14 Oct 1940. 
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15 Oct 

The Ritz Concert Party gave a show in the NAAFI, assisted by the station band. 

Practice bombing by 218 Squadron, eight details attempted and 30 bombs dropped. 

16 Oct 

Sergeants moved to their permanent building. 

17 Oct 

Musketry training commenced. 

18 Oct 

Bombing Leaders conference at Wyton. Sergeants’ mess and quarters furnished and taken over. 
Airmen’s dining room and kitchen completed and in use. 

A dance was held at the Longstanton Institute, attended by the station band. 

19 Oct 

Dance held at Dry Drayton, with station dance band in attendance. Armourers moved into three 
rooms of the new armoury. Musketry training and ground gunners training on the range. 

20 Oct 

218 Squadron carried out practice bombing at Grimston Warren bombing range. 

21 Oct 

ASO Stocks reported arrival from C&C School Oxford. Colonel McGregor of the SHLI (Shropshire 
Light Infantry?) and Captain Mackehose ‘D’ Company visited the station. 

22 Oct 

Establishment now corrected by arrival of one sergeant, one corporal and two AC armourers. 

23 Oct 

Gun mounting photographed. 

24 Oct 

Nineteen off 250-lb and twenty 40-lb bombs dropped. 

Station sick quarters moved to new accommodation, airmen’s dining hall opened for tea. 

25 Oct 

Ground gunners commenced training (camera gun). 

26 Oct 

218 Squadron practice bombing at the Grimston Warren range. Ground gunners on camera gun. 

A cinema show was held in the old NAAFI, (Sweethearts) featuring Nelson Eddy and Jeanette 
Macdonald. 

27 Oct 

Fifteen 250-lb and eight 40-lb bombs dropped, and 1,017 rounds of ammunition expended. 

28 Oct 

Officers moved into their new building. 

29 Oct 

One aircraft dropped four 250-lb and four 40-lb bombs. 6 officers and 142 airmen arrived on posting 
of 7 Squadron from Leeming with two Stirlings. Airmen were housed in ‘H’ Block. 

30 Oct 

Twelve 250-lb and twelve 40-lb bombs were dropped. Another Stirling arrived. 

31 Oct 

One aircraft dropped four 250-lb and four 40-lb bombs. 218 Squadron practiced bombing on 

Grimston Warren range. A show was held in the new institute (Girls in Uniform). 

Oct 

1940 

All airmen of 7 Squadron were medically examined. The Sussex Regiment moved into barrack 
blocks which has diminished sickness amongst these men. During the period from July to October 
the operational, intelligence and signal staffs were all housed in a wooden hut in the field in which 
the officers’ mess lines and SHQ huts were situated. The operations room was used for all manner 
of purposes owing to a lack of space, such as operational control, briefing and crew interrogation. 
During this period, the photographic section has worked in a mobile trailer. The output of operational 
films of value has been fairly good considering that 218 Squadron had very little experience of 
operations in Blenheim aircraft. The permanent section above the armoury will soon be available. 

01 Nov 

The balance of 7 Squadron personnel arrived - 5 officers and 72 airmen. 

02 Nov 

Cinema show held in the NAAFI ( Stable Mates) with Wallace Beery. 

03 Nov 

Visit by AVM Robb, AOC 2 Group. 

04 Nov 

Workmen’s entrance to camp closed - workmen to use the new main entrance. 

05 Nov 

No entry. 

06 Nov 

Army moved into a new barrack block. 

07 Nov 

Accounts moved into the SFIQ. 

08 Nov 

Ground defence and MT moved to SHQ. The 4 th Norfolk Regiment rook over the army aid from HLI 
(Highland Light Infantry?). Internal telephones in the new SHQ were connected. 

09 Nov 

HQ staff moved into the new SHQ. Cinema show held in new NAAFI (Serenade). 

10 Nov 

Church Parade, 1 officer and 50 O/Rs. 118 LAA battery arrive at the camp with four Bofors guns. 
Station Engineer moved into his new office. 

Two Bofors guns and 30 men of 393 Troop, attached to 118 LAA Regiment, RA arrived 

11 Nov 

Two more Bofors guns and 30 additional men arrived - CO, Lt Robertson. 

12 Nov 

G/Cpt MacNorton (MAP) visited the station. 
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13 Nov 

No entry. 

14 Nov 

G/Cpt Taylor, CO, RAF Bassingbourn paid a visit to the station. 

Cinema show in the NAAFI by 16-mm projector (My Son, My Son) 

15 Nov 

Operations and intelligence sections move into SFIQ. 6 th Royal Sussex Regiment move out of the 
training camp. 1 and 5 Platoons, 3 Company, 70 th Battalion Beds and Herts Regiment moved in - 
strength 2 officers, 5 corporals and 67 men. 

16 Nov 

The NAAFI opened for business with a cinema show (The Man in the Iron Mask). 

17 Nov 

No entry for 17 to 24 and 27 November 1940. 

22 Nov 

Surprise visit by AOC 3 Group, AVM Baldwin (later AM Sir John EA Baldwin). 

23 Nov 

Advance party of 218 Squadron moved to Marham. 

Cinema show in the NAAFI (Stronger than Desire) with Virginia Bruce. 

24 Nov 

473 Troop, 118 Battery, 30 th LAA Regiment arrived at 20.00 hours, consisting of Lt Shaw and 69 
men. (Note - chronologically 24th, but entry states 20th) 

25 Nov 

The main party of 218 Squadron left for Marham. 

26 Nov 

W/Cdr Harris assumed command of RAF Oakington, vice G/Cpt RM Field on leave. 

28 Nov 

Rear party of 218 Squadron left for Marham. 

29 Nov 

First sortie by a Spitfire of 3 PRU (3PRU / B1), took place cover Cologne, pilot S/Ldr Ogilvie. 

30 Nov 

Second sortie, 3 PRU / B2 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne - aborted. A cinema show in the NAAFI 
(Blackmail) with Edgar G Robinson took place. Equipment of 218 Squadron transferred to Marham. 

7 Squadron re-equipped. No. 3 PRU transferred to this station. 

Transfer to the new exchange completed and the old one closed. 

Signal section moved into permanent accommodation and temporary office dismantled. 

01 Dec 

3 PRU / B3 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne - no photographs taken. Hispano guns dismantled. 

02 Dec 

3 PRU / B4 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne - obscured by cloud, photos taken of the Rotterdam area. 

03 Dec 

Gp/Cpt RM Field returned from leave and assumed command of RAF Oakington. 

Training turret installed on 25-yard range. 

04 Dec 

F/Lt JF Sanders assumed command of HQ unit whilst S/Ldr FC Taylor is on leave. 

05 Dec 

3 PRU / B5 (1 Spitfire), target an aqueduct on Dortmund-Ems canal, pilot S/Ldr Ogilvie. 

The weather was unsuitable so photos of Maastricht were obtained instead. 

06 Dec 

3 PRU / B6 (1 Spitfire), target aqueduct on Dortmund-Ems canal - no results. 

07 Dec 

3 PRU / B7 (1 Spitfire), target aqueduct on Dortmund-Ems canal - no results, pilot F/O Hood. 

NAAFI cinema show (Andy Hardy Out west) (actually ‘Out West with the Hardys’). 

08 Dec 

AML installation partly arrived. Air Commodore Smartt visited the station and inspected the Stirlings. 

09 Dec 

P/O TH Teare arrived from Wyton for education duties. 

10 Dec 

W/Cdr White of HQ 3 Group visited the station. 

11 Dec 

3 PRU / B8 (1 Spitfire), target aqueduct on Dortmund-Ems canal - no results, pilot F/O Blount. 

12 Dec 

3 PRU / B9 (1 Spitfire), target Ruhr area - no results, pilot S/Ldr Ogilvie. 

S/Ldr FCW Taylor assumes control of HQ, vice F/Lt JF Sanders, on return from leave. 

13 Dec 

F/Sgt Neap and Sgt Crockford attached to 149 Squadron Mildenhall and 115 Squadron Marham 
respectively for armament instruction. 

14 Dec 

NAAFI cinema shows (The Gladiator). 

15 Dec 

Air Commodore APM Sander visited the station. 

(Air Ministry Director of Ground Defence, later ACM Sir Arthur Sander). 

16 Dec 

3 PRU / B10 (1 Spitfire), target aqueduct on Dortmund-Ems canal - details unknown, pilot S/Ldr 
Ogilvie, W/O Haywood and the area specialist arrived to fit the equipment inside the AML as per 
Stirling aircraft. 

17 Dec 

W/Cdr GIL Saye, Command Navigation Officer Bomber Command, with F/O Mitchell visited the 
station. 

18 Dec 

No entry. 
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19 Dec 

3 PRU / B11 (1 Spitfire), target synthetic oil works at Gelsenkirchen and docks at Duisburg - 
weather unsuitable but photos obtained of Brussels area instead. 

3 PRU / B12 (1 Spitfire), target Manheim, pilot F/O Blount - no results owing to poor weather. 

20 Dec 

No entry. 

21 Dec 

3 PRU / B13 (1 Spitfire), target docks at Duisburg and oil targets at Gelsenkirchen - good results. 

3 PRU / B14 (1 Spitfire), target Manheim - good results, pilot F/O Blount. Both sorties used wing- 
mounted 8-inch F24 with 20-inch F8 rear cameras, the latter providing images on a scale of 

1:17,000 - large enough to show details of bombing damage. 

3 PRU / B15 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne but was obscured by cloud. Good photos taken of St Trond- 
Malines - first use of 30-inch lens (scale 1:12,000), pilot F/Lt Marshall. 

22 Dec 

No entry. 

23 Dec 

3 PRU / B16 (1 Spitfire), target docks at Duisburg and oil targets on the Ruhr, pilot S/Ldr Ogilvie - 
weather poor so photographed Tilburg instead. AC2 Howorth received gunshot wounds to chest, 
head and arm whilst on duty at No.8 gun post. Life was extinct on arrival of a medical officer. 

The shooting was the result of an accident with a Lewis gun. 

24 Dec 

3 PRU / B17 (1 Spitfire), target oil works on the Ruhr and oil works at Horst and Gladbeck - good 
results, pilot F/O Hood. 

3 PRU / B18 (1 Spitfire), target Hamm marshalling yards which were a ‘no-go’ so photographed The 
Hague area instead, pilot F/O Blount. 

3 PRU / B19 (1 Spitfire), target oil works at Wesseling south of Cologne, pilot F/Lt Marshall. Good 
results but aircraft force-landed at Colchester on return owing to poor visibility. Camera magazines 
were brought back to Oakington. 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling) - no operations, aircraft bombed up with sixteen 500-lb bombs - as a 
demonstration for Station CO. 

Private Gyme, (Beds and Herts Regiment) received a gunshot wound through the right lung whilst 
on sentry duty in No.1 Hangar at around 22.00 hours. First Aid treatment was rendered at the SSQ, 
and the patient was then transferred to Addenbrooke’s Hospital, where he continues to make 
progress. The shooting was not due to enemy action. 

Installation of the AML was finally completed and checked. 

25 Dec 

An excellent Christmas dinner was served by the officers and senior NCOs to the airmen at 13.00 
hours, attended by the CO. The station concert party and band gave a very good show in the 

NAAFI. 

26 Dec 

Station concert party gave a performance at Lords Bridge Ammunition Depot. 

27 Dec 

Demonstration by Herts and Beds Regiment of Molotoff cocktail throwing. 

28 Dec 

Revolver shooting practice by SNCOs. 

29 Dec 

Revolver shooting practice by SHQ staff. 

30 Dec 

One quarter of the accommodation earmarked for WAAF personnel was taken over and equipped. 
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01 Jan 

W/O Hayward and area specialist arrived to inspect the AML. 

02 Jan 

3 PRU / B20 (1 Spitfire), target Hamm, pilot F/Lt Marshall - no photographs taken owing to 
complete failure of all electrical instruments. 

3 PRU / B21 (1 Spitfire), target Bremen, pilot S/Ldr Ogilvie - primary no-go, so photographed Dutch 
coast instead. B22 was postponed. Annual revolver practice for SHQ NCOs in the M/G range. 

03 Jan 

3 PRU / B22 (1 Spitfire), target Bremen, pilot F/O Blount, but owing to mechanical this sortie was 
postponed. 

3 PRU / B23 (1 Spitfire), target Hamm, pilot F/Lt Marshall -target area was obscured by cloud, 
Photographs taken of Dutch coast instead. 

Show ‘ 1066 and All That’ by a company of twelve in the NAAFI. 

04 Jan 

3 PRU / B24 (1 Spitfire), targets Bremen and Bremerhaven, pilot S/Ldr Ogilvie. Primary abandoned 
due to 10/1 Oths cloud. 

3 PRU / B25 (1 Spitfire), targets Hamm and Osnabruck, pilot F/O Blount. Primary no-go so photos 
taken of Heligoland and Frisian Islands instead. 

Films show in the NAAFI (The Lightship? and The Strange Case of Dr Meade). 

05 Jan 

Special transparencies arrived for the AML from Mildenhall. One case of severe burns was sent to 
RAF Hospital Ely. 

06 Jan 

Visit of AVM JEA Baldwin from 3 Group. Annual revolver practise for officers and NCOs on the 25- 
yard range. 

07 Jan 

Snow fall today. Visit of Major Bower Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry (who is taking over from 
the 4 th Norfolk). Visit of Major Bryan, OC HQ Home Guard, to discuss collaboration in the training of 
Home Guard personnel. 

08 Jan 

Show named ‘VarietyX was given by ENSA but the talent was rather poor. 

09 Jan 

3 PRU / B26 (1 Spitfire), target Bremen, pilot S/Ldr Ogilvie - aborted due to engine failure. 

3 PRU / B27 (1 Spitfire), target Osnabruck, pilot F/Lt Marshall. Primary no-go, photographs obtained 
of Haarlem, Amsterdam and Dortmund-Ems Canal instead. 

3 PRU / B28 (1 Spitfire), targets Bremen and Bremerhaven, good results, pilot F/O Blount. 

10 Jan 

3 PRU / B29 (1 Spitfire), target Magdeburg. Primary no-go due to fog - photos taken of Antwerp 
docks instead. 

11 Jan 

Visit to the station of S/Ldr Vared, from Intelligence HQ Bomber Command. 

2 nd Lieut WF Chesterton replaced Lieut R Shaw as OC 473 Troop, 118 Battery, 30 th LAA Regiment, 
RA. 

12 Jan 

3 PRU / B30 (1 Spitfire), target Bremen. Aircraft failed to return, pilot F/Lt Marshall. 

3 PRU / B31 (1 Spitfire), target Gelsenkirchen, pilot F/O Hood. Primary no-go due to 10/1 Oths cloud 
- photos taken of Dusseldorf instead. 

13 Jan 

A general meeting of corporals was held. 

14 Jan 

Sgt Parker took over duties as NCO i/c SHQ. 

15 Jan 

No entry. 

16 Jan 

3 PRU / B32 (1 Spitfire), target, Wilhelmshaven, pilot F/O Blount -abandoned in flight. 

HM The King and Queen visited the station; they arrived at 15.25 hours, visited the SHQ to inspect 
air photos taken by 3 PRU, then to a hangar to inspect a Stirling. Tea was later served in the 
officers’ mess. 

17 Jan 

The Mk.ll Lewis gun on the Armadillos was replaced by a .30 American type Lewis gun. 

18 Jan 

It was arranged to use the SAA store room in the guardhouse for the storage of 0.30 American type 
ammunition for ground defence. 

19 Jan 

No entry. 

20 Jan 

Commenced returning all surplus bomb stocks in accordance with the Bomber Command letter 

SD 112/4. 

21 Jan 

W/Cdr Booth visited the station. 

22 Jan 

3 PRU attempted operations, but trip cancelled. 

23 Jan 

Group Captain Young paid a visit to the station. 
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24 Jan 

The fitting of a beam gun to 7 Squadron Stirlings completed by the station armoury. 

Lieut AF Bell became OC 70 th Beds and Herts. 

25 Jan 

No entry. 

26 Jan 

3 PRU / B33 (1 Spitfire), target Bremen, pilot F/O Hood. Cancelled. 

27 Jan 

Air Ministry financial advisors visit the armament section. 

28 Jan 

A show was given in the NAAFI by the Dixie Minstrels Company. 

29 Jan 

3 PRU operations cancelled. Return of surplus bomb stocks to 95 MU Lords Bridge completed. 

The Beds and Herts Regiment left Oakington for Bury St Edmunds. 

30 Jan 

3 PRU / B34 (1 Spitfire), target Gelsenkirchen, pilot F/O Hood. Photographs were obtained but 
cloud obscured most of the target area. 

Station concert party accompanied by the station band entertained RAF Wyton. 

31 Jan 

33 ground defence gunners arrived from Watton. 

Jan 

1941 

During the month the AML and the 25-yard range have been in constant use for training purposes. 

The sick annexe has not yet been completed. 

01 Feb 

A film show was given in the NAAFI ( Angels with Dirty Faces). 

W/Cdr Montgomery visited the station. 

02 Feb 

No entry for 2 and 3 February. 

04 Feb 

Receipt of twelve 2,000-lb bombs (AP) from an MU. Special arrangements had to be made to lift 
and handle these weapons. A crane was loaned by the Repair and Salvage Centre, 54 MU, 
Cambridge for this purpose. A Frazer Nash representative arrived to fit cut-outs on training turrets. 

05 Feb 

3 PRU / B37 (1 Spitfire), target Bremen, pilot P/O Wilkinson. Primary abandoned, so photos taken of 
Amsterdam instead. 

3 PRU / B38 (1 Spitfire), targets Gelsenkirchen, Essen and railway at Hamm, details unknown, pilot 
F/O Hood. 

06 Feb 

Blenheim aircraft de-bombed, four 250-lb GP NDTs removed. 

07 Feb 

Operations cancelled owing to weather. 

08 Feb 

Cinema show (Heart of the North, Danger High Voltage and Pathe News-reel). 

09 Feb 

No entry. 

10 Feb 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target oil at Vlaardingen. (Captains S/Ldr JM Griffith-Jones, S/Ldr Lynch- 
Blosse and F/Lt CH Smith. This was the first operation by 7 Squadron. 

3 PRU / B39 (1 Spitfire), target Bremerhaven, good results, pilot S/Ldr Ogilvie. 

3 PRU / B40 (1 Spitfire), target Osnabruck, pilot F/O Blount. Primary no-go, so Amsterdam and 
Ijmuiden photographed instead. 

3 PRU / SOB142 (1 Wellington), target Hannover, pilot F/Lt Elliott. Aircraft to follow main attack on 
Hannover but the primary was not located. Photos obtained of Lehrte, seven miles east of 

Hannover. 

The station carried out a gas exercise. 

11 Feb 

3 PRU / B41 (1 Spitfire), target Bremen. Unsuccessful, pilot P/O Wilkinson 

3 PRU / B42 (1 Spitfire), target Hannover. Unable to reach target, photographed Amsterdam and 
Ijmuiden instead, pilot F/O Hood. 

3PRU / B43 (1 Spitfire), target Holland. Practice flight, photographed Maastricht, pilot F/Lt evy. 

12 Feb 

Ten Vegs (sea mines) arrived from Priddy’s Hard, marked PDM. The Slipstream Concert Party gave 
a show in the NAAFI. 

13 Feb 

No entry. 

14 Feb 

3 PRU / B44 (Unknown type), target Antwerp to Rotterdam. F/Lt Messervy. 

3 PRU / B45 and B46 (2 Spitfires), target Rotterdam, pilots F/O Blount and P/O Wilkinson. Both 
unsuccessful - one aircraft failed to return (P/O Wilkinson). 

3 PRU / BH291 (1 Wellington), target Ruhr area which was obscured by cloud, pilot Sgt Jones. 

3 PRU - 1 aircraft took three 500-lb bombs, 10 Vegs in, 50% PDM 
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15 Feb 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target oil refinery at Sterkrade and Holten, details unknown. 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Boulogne docks. 32 x 500-lb NDT bombs dropped (captains were 
W/Cdr PI Harris and F/Lt CW Bennett). 

3 PRU / B47 (1 Spitfire), target Hannover, details unknown, pilot F/O Hood. 

3 PRU / B48 (1 Spitfire), target Bremen and Wilhelmshaven but unable to reach targets, pilot F/Lt 
Chisholm. 

3 PRU (1 Wellington), target oil refinery at Sterkrade and Holten. No useful photos taken, captain 

F/Lt Elliott. 

Cinema show (Convoy). 

16 Feb 

No entry. 

17 Feb 

ENSA Concert ‘Laburnum Grove’ by JB Priestley and played by the Bristol Little Theatre Company. 
F/Lt Robinson instructed pilots and observers in the use of the signal mortar and pyrotechnics. 

18 Feb 

3 PRU / B49 and B50 (2 Spitfires), target Ruhr, unsuccessful due to poor weather, pilots S/Ldr 

Ogilvie and F/O Blount. 

19 Feb 

G/Captain Ellwood visited the CO. 

20 Feb 

Night sortie DMU25 (1 Wellington), target Dusseldorf, unsuccessful. 

New barrel fitted to signal mortar. SAC gave a demonstration with the 4-lb incendiary bomb for 
emergency destruction of an aircraft. 

21 Feb 

7 Squadron, (3 Stirlings), target Boulogne) were cancelled, as was a 3 PRU sortie to Dusseldorf. 

PRU / B51 (1 Spitfire), target Ruhr area, unsuccessful - photos of Bergen taken instead, pilot F/O 
Blount. 

22 Feb 

7 Squadron, (3 Stirlings), target Boulogne) were cancelled as well as a 3 PRU Wellington on the 
same target. 

3 PRU / B52, and B54 (3 Spitfires), target Ruhr Pilot F/Lt Chisholm, unsuccessful - poor weather. 

3 PRU / B55 (1 Spitfire), target Hannover, unsuccessful - poor weather, pilot F/O Hood. 

Cinema show (Let George Do It) featuring George Formby and a Pathe News reel. 

W/Cdr Harris assumes the duty of Station Commander. 

23 Feb 

3 PRU - One Wellington sortie was detailed but then cancelled. 

24 Feb 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Brest. 16 x 500-lb bombs on each aircraft (SAP on one, NDT on the 
other). Raid carried out by a total of 57 aircraft of which only 3 were Stirlings. 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Hipper class cruiser in dry dock at Brest, captains S/Ldr Lynch- 
Blosse, F/O Blacklock and F/Lt Bennett. The former force-landed at Boscombe Down on flight out. 

3 PRU / B56 and B57 (2 Spitfires) to Hannover. Photos taken of Rotterdam docks instead. 

A single enemy aircraft bombed the airfield at 23.00 hours. The scene was visited by the SAO in 
conjunction with F/Sgt Neep, Sgt Crockford and the SDO on the following morning to ascertain that 
bombs had all detonated. Two large craters were found 30 feet in diameter and 8 feet deep. 

25 Feb 

3 PRU / B58 (1 Spitfire), target Hannover, details unknown, pilot F/O Blount. 

3 PRU / B59 (1 Spitfire), target Ruhr, unsuccessful, pilot D/Lt Chisholm. 

3 PRU (1 Wellington), unknown flight, unsuccessful. 

One Hispano gun was remounted in the old ‘B’ gun post. 

26 Feb 

No entry. 

27 Feb 

Station bombed at 12.45 hours, nine HE bombs two (100-kg, seven 50-kg), plus 1 -kg incendiaries 
were dropped on airfield perimeter. Airfield defences engaged the enemy and hits were registered. 
The following day bomb disposal personnel removed all UXBs. 

28 Feb 

G/Captain Conybeare visited the SMO. 

Feb 

1941 

The Stirling aircraft making their first operational flights carried a bomb load of 8,000 lbs each. As 
yet the endurance of these aircraft has been limited to six hours. One case of ‘flying stress’ was 
seen and subsequently admitted to Littleport RAF Hospital. The patient, an NCO air gunner had 
taken part in 27 operational flights, and had experienced four rather unpleasant incidents. A 

Hampden crashed near Cottenham on the 4 th , our ambulance with an MO and orderlies proceeded 
to the scene of the crash, three members of the crew were dead and the fourth died shortly at 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital. On the 22 nd a Spitfire crashed on landing, the pilot was killed. 
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01 Mar 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Cologne - cancelled. 

3 PRU / B60 (1 Spitfire), pilot F/Lt NH Messervey, target Cologne. Primary target abandoned, 
photos taken of Haamstede instead. 

3 PRU / B61 (1 Spitfire), pilot F/O Hood, target Ruhr - abandoned. 

3 PRU / B62 (1 Spitfire), pilot S/Ldr Ogilvie, target Hannover - abandoned due to mechanical 
failure. 

3 PRU / B63 (1 Spitfire), pilot F/Lt Blount, primary target Ruhr - abandoned, photos taken of 
Rotterdam area instead. 

Sortie B64 cancelled. 

‘Redlands’, ‘Brookfields’ and ‘Shubbery’ taken over as WAAF quarters (houses in Long Stanton and 
Willingham). 

02 Mar 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings operating from Newmarket), target Hipper class cruiser (eight x 8-in guns) in 
dry dock at Brest. Twelve 2,000-lb bombs carried by each aircraft. 54 aircraft took part to bomb 
warships docked at Brest. The small 1 -ton crane broke in lifting the first bomb but a replacement 
was provided by 54 MU. W/Cdr P Harris landed at Newmarket and F/Lt RP Elliott at Boscombe 

Down. A 3 PRU Wellington was also detailed but the weather was unsuitable for photography. 

New type of round pillbox completed (later known as the ‘Oakington pillbox’). 

03 Mar 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Hipper class cruiser in dry dock at Brest. One aircraft (S/Ldr Griffith- 
Jones) reported as missing - a combined total of seven aircraft took part. 

3 PRU / B65 (Spitfire), target Antwerp, abandoned, pilot F/O RV Whitehead. 

3 PRU / B66 (Spitfire), target Brest. Photos taken of dock area and shipping, pilot F/O OM Hood. 

04 Mar 

3 PRU / B67, B68, B69 and B70 (4 Spitfires) to Hannover, Ruhr, Cologne and Antwerp - all 
cancelled. A search was carried out all day for S/Ldr Griffith-Jones’ machine by Stirlings and 
Wellingtons. No result. 

05 Mar 

No entry. 

06 Mar 

3 PRU / B71 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne. Primary abandoned owing to cloud - photos taken of 

Hague area instead, pilot F/Lt NH Messervey. 

3 PRU / B73 (1 Spitfire), target Hannover. Primary abandoned - photos taken of Dutch coast 
instead, pilot S/Ldr PBB Ogilvie. 

07 Mar 

No entry. 

08 Mar 

3 PRU / B72 (1 Spitfire), target Gelsenkirchen. Primary abandoned - general photos taken of 
Germany instead, pilot F/O JHL Blount. 

09 Mar 

No entry. 

10 Mar 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Le Havre. Cancelled. 

11 Mar 

No entry. 

12 Mar 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Boulogne. 22 x 500-lb bombs carried on operations - the largest load 
carried by a single aircraft to date. Another Stirling was detailed to attack oil storage tanks at 
Rotterdam. Cancelled. 

3 PRU / B74 (1 Spitfire), target, Hannover. Photos taken of Hannover, Osnabruck, Bramasche and 
Den Helder, pilot F/O Hood. 

3 PRU / B75 (1 Spitfire), target Gelsenkirchen. Photos taken of Gelsenkirchen, Gladbach and 

Duisburg docks, pilot F/Lt JH Chisholm. 

13 Mar 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling) & 3 PRU (1 Wellington), target Hamburg. Cancelled. 

3 PRU / B76 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne. Photos taken of Cologne, Rhine and Dusseldorf, pilot F/Lt 

NH Messervey. 

3 PRU / B77 (1 Spitfire), target Hamburg. Photos taken of Hamburg and Stade airfield, pilot S/Ldr 
Ogilvie. 

3 PRU / B78 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne. Primary abandoned - photos taken of Haamstede and 
Rotterdam instead, pilot F/Lt Messervey. 

3 PRU / B79 (1 Spitfire), target Bremen. Photos taken of Bremen and Oldenburg, pilot F/O Blount 
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14 Mar 3 PRU (1 Wellington), target synthetic oil plant at Gelsenkirchen. Target not photographed due to 

intense flak. 

3 PRU / B80 (1 Spitfire), target Berlin. Successful. 

3 PRU / B81 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne. Primary abandoned - photos taken of airfields in East 
Anglia instead! 

3 PRU / B82 (1 Spitfire), target Hamburg. Primary abandoned - photos taken of Hannover airfields 
at Oldenburg and Emden. 

15 Mar 3 PRU / B83 (1 Spitfire), target Hamburg. Photos taken of Hamburg. 

3 PRU / B84 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne. Photos taken of Cologne. 

3 PRU / B85 (1 Spitfire), target Ruhr. Primary abandoned - photos taken of Amsterdam instead. 

16 Mar 3 PRU / B86 (1 Spitfire), target Gelsenkirchen. Photos taken of primary and Dusseldorf. 

17 Mar 7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Bremen and oil storage tanks at Rotterdam. Bremen, 5 x 1,000-lb 

bombs and 8 x 500-lb bombs. Oil storage tank, 22 x 500-lb bombs. This was the first Stirling raid to 
Germany. Aircraft diverted on return to Boscombe Down and Upavon. 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Rotterdam, operations conducted from Newmarket. Aircraft returned 
to base with one bomb hung-up. 

3 PRU / B87 (1 Spitfire), target Stuttgart. Primary abandoned - area south of Dunant photographed. 

3 PRU / B88 (1 Spitfire), target Frankfurt. Primary abandoned - photos taken of Liege and 

Maastrecht instead. 

3 PRU / B89, 3 PRU / B90 (2 Spitfires), targets Hamm and Cologne, no photos obtained. 

3 PRU (1 Wellington), target Bremen. Aircraft accompanied the above Stirling. Diverted on return to 
Bicester’ 

18 Mar 7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Bremen, operations carried out from Newmarket. 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target oil storage tanks at Rotterdam, operations carried out at Newmarket. 
19 aircraft took part, to which Oakington provided one sortie. Other details unknown. 

3 PRU / B91 (1 Spitfire), target Hamm. Primary photographed - testing of infra-red photography. 

3 PRU / B92 and B93 (2 Spitfires), targets Leipzig and Cologne. No photographs taken. 

3 PRU / B94 and B95 (2 Spitfires), targets Stuttgart and Bremen. Photos taken of Bremen and 
Zuiderzee. 

19 Mar 7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target oil storage tanks at Rotterdam. One aircraft successful with 22 x 

500-lb bombs dropped. 

7 Squadron ‘A’ Flight began its move from Oakington to Newmarket - move completed on 28 
March. RAF Stradishall takes over operational control of RAF Oakington. 

3 PRU / B96 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne. Primary abandoned - photos taken of Knocke instead, pilot 
S/Ldr Ogilvie. 

3 PRU / B97 (1 Spitfire), target Wilhelmshaven. Primary abandoned - photos taken of Sylt instead, 
pilot F/O Hood. 

3 PRU / B98 (1 Spitfire), target Magdeburg. Primary abandoned - photos taken of Amsterdam, 
Brunswick area, Schoningen, Oschersleben, Hamm, Hamalin (?) and Arnheim? instead, pilot F/O 
Blount. 

3 PRU / B99 (Spitfire), target Kiel. No photos taken, pilot F/Lt Chisholm. 

3 PRU / B100 (1 Spitfire), target Gelsenkirchen. Primary abandoned - photos taken of Rotterdam 
instead, pilot F/O Whitehead. 

20 Mar 7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Le Havre - cancelled 

3 PRU / B101 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne. No photos taken, pilot F/Lt NH Messervey. 

3 PRU / B102 (1 Spitfire), target Frankfurt. Primary abandoned - photos taken of Kaiserslautern 
Dunkirk, and Trier instead, pilot F/O RV Whitehead. 

21 Mar 7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Ostend area. F/Lt Best (dropping sixteen 500-lb bombs on Lorient) 

and S/Ldr Robertson (five 1,000-lb bombs on Ostend). The other aircraft cancelled. 

22 Mar 3 PRU/B103 (1 Spitfire), target Mannheim. Primary abandoned - photos taken of Basle instead, 

pilot F/O Hood. 
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23 Mar 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Calais. One aircraft cancelled and the other crashed at Aldeburgh on 
return - all crew killed except for wireless operator who was badly injured. 

24 Mar 

3 PRU / B104 (1 Spitfire), target Kiel, pilot S/Ldr Ogilvie. Successful. 

3 PRU / B105 (1 Spitfire), target Magdeburg. Cloud - photos nil, pilot F/O Blount 

3 PRU / B106 (1 Spitfire), target Gelsenkirchen. No photos taken - target obscured by cloud, pilot 

F/Lt Chisholm. 

3 PRU / B107 (1 Spitfire), target Cologne, pilot F/O Whitehead. Unsuccessful. 

25 Mar 

DSO awarded to Squadron Leader Patrick Bruce Bine Ogilvie, CO of 3 PRU. 

26 Mar 

No entry. 

27 Mar 

A’ Flight, 7 Squadron move to Newmarket from where they will operate. 

3 PRU / B108 (1 Spitfire), target Lubeck, pilot F/Lt Messervey. Unsuccessful. 

3 PRU / B109 (1 Spitfire), target Brest, pilot S/Ldr Ogilvie. Unsuccessful 

28 Mar 

No entry between 28 and 30 March. 

31 Mar 

3 PRU / B110 (1 Spitfire), target Brest, pilot F/O Flood. Unsuccessful. 

3 PRU /Bill (1 Spitfire), target Lorient, pilot F/Lt Chisholm. Unsuccessful. 

3 PRU / B 112 (1 Spitfire), target LQbeck, pilot F/O Blount. Unsuccessful. 

March 

1941 

7 Squadron detailed 23 sorties during March - of these eleven cancelled, two aircraft are missing 
and ten sorties were successful. A total of one hundred 500-lb bombs were dropped. 

3 PRU Wellington night photo sorties. Three aircraft detailed, one cancelled, one aborted and one 
was successful. A total of 4,000 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

3 PRU Spitfire day photos. 52 sorties were detailed, 4 cancelled, 32 aborted and 16 were 
successful. 

Establishment - SFIQ: 34 officers and 738 other ranks. 3 PRU: 16 officers and 100 other ranks. 

7 Squadron: 28 officers and 581 other ranks. 

01 Apr 

No entry. 

02 Apr 

3 PRU, (2 Spitfires) planned but cancelled owing to poor weather. 

03 Apr 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), target Brest. Successful. 

04 Apr 

3 PRU (5 Spitfires), targets Brest, Gelsenkirchen, Emden, Bremen and Brest. Unsuccessful due to 
cloud cover. 

05 Apr 

3 PRU (5 Spitfires), targets Gelsenkirchen, Magdeburg, Brest and Emden. Only two aircraft 
successful. 

06 Apr 

3 PRU (1 Wellington), target battle cruisers at Brest. Three 500-lb SAP bombs dropped and photos 
taken. 

07 Apr 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Kiel. One successful, other returned with engine trouble. With 229 
aircraft taking part this was the largest raid to date, but only two Stirlings took part. 

3 PRU (1 Wellington), target Kiel. Four 500-lb bombs dropped. 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), target Brest and Kiel. Both successful. 

08 Apr 

3 PRU (4 Wellingtons), target Brest, Kiel, Cologne and Magdeburg. Three successful - one returned 
with engine trouble. 

3 PRU (1 Wellington), target Kiel -failed due to poor visibility. 

09 Apr 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Berlin. All unsuccessful due to engine trouble and bad weather. One 
aircraft failed to return (F/Lt VB Pike). A total of 80 aircraft took part but only three Stirlings were 
detailed. 

3 PRU (4 Spitfires), targets Ruhr, Bremerhaven, Kiel and Leipzig. F/O JML Blount failed to return. 

10 Apr 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Emden and Delfzijl. Unsuccessful. 

3 PRU (1 Wellington), target battle cruisers at Brest. Failed - ships could not be found. 

11 Apr 

Wing Commander HR Graham assumed command of 7 Squadron, replacing W/Cdr Harris. 


No entries for 12 and 13 April. 

14 Apr 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Brest. Successful - a total of 94 aircraft took part but only three of 
these were Stirlings. 

15 Apr 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Kiel. A total of 96 aircraft took part in this raid but damage was light. 
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16 Apr 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), target unknown. Both unsuccessful owing to engine trouble and condensation 
trails. 

17 Apr 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Berlin. A total of 118 aircraft took part on this raid. 

3 PRU (1 Wellington), target Bremen. On return aircraft force-landed in the sea ten miles off the 
east coast, owing to lack of fuel - crew OK. 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Kiel, Rotterdam and Antwerp. Unsuccessful except for Kiel. 

18 Apr 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target Bremen. Unsuccessful. 

Viscount Trenchard visits the base and interviewed SHQ and flying personnel. 

19 Apr 

ACM Sir Edgar Ludlow-Hewitt, Inspector-General of the RAF, visited the station. 

20 Apr 

No entry. 

21 Apr 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), targets Bremen and Cologne. Bremen unsuccessful. 

22 Apr 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Brest. Both aircraft dropped their bombs but results unknown. 24 
Wellingtons and 2 Stirlings took part. 

23 Apr 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Brest. Unsuccessful due to poor weather. A total of 67 aircraft took 
part. 

24 Apr 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target Kiel, abandoned. 

25 Apr 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Berlin. One aircraft successful, one aircraft diverted to attack Kiel, 
the other developed engine trouble and returned early. 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), targets Kiel and Brest. One aircraft photographed Kiel, Heligoland and a 
convoy, the other abandoned and flew to Guernsey. 

26 Apr 

The Secretary of State for Air, Sir Archibald Sinclair, and staff, together with AOC 3 Group, AVM 

JEA Baldwin visited the station. 

27 Apr 

7 Squadron ‘A’ Flight moved from Newmarket back to Oakington. 

3 PRU (1 Wellington), target Emden. Daylight raid - unsuccessful due to lack of cloud cover. 

28 Apr 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target battle cruisers at Brest. All aircraft successful but no results 
observed due to mist. 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Emden. Successful - only this one aircraft, out of a further six 
Hampdens and three Blenheims detailed, actually reached the target. 

29 Apr 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Emden. Daylight raid - unsuccessful due to lack of cloud cover. 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), targets Brest and Emden. Part successful due to cloud cover. 

30 Apr 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Berlin. Three aircraft successful, three failed to reach the target 
owing to cloud. One aircraft crashed at Southwold owing to lack of fuel. 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Cologne, Emden and Gelsenkirchen. All unsuccessful - technical 
problems. 

April 

1941 

7 Squadron - detailed 31 aircraft during the month - of these 11 sorties aborted (one aircraft 
missing) and 17 were successful, 3 partly successful. 185,000 lbs of bombs were dropped in total. 

3 PRU Wellington (night photos) - 5 aircraft were detailed, 3 sorties aborted and 2 were successful. 

A total of 3,500 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

3 PRU Spitfire (day photos) - 52 aircraft were detailed, 11 sorties cancelled, 24 aborted, 4 were 
partially successful and 13 were successful. 

01 May 

No entry. 

02 May 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Bremen and Hamburg. Bremen failed due to cloud cover but Hamburg 
successful. 

03 May 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target German battle cruisers at Brest - night raid. Three bombers 
succeeded, one failed to reach target. F/Lt Cruickshank crashed when attempting to land at base - 
all crew killed. A total of 22 aircraft took part - but only three Stirlings reached the target (out of 
four). 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), targets Kiel and Bremen. Bremen failed due to cloud cover and Kiel succeeded. 

04 May 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target Hamburg. Failed due to cloud cover. 

05 May 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Mannheim. Night raid, all aircraft located and bombed target. Bomb 
load of each aircraft was 10,000 lbs. 141 aircraft took part but only 4 Stirlings were involved. 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target any suitable one in North Germany - day raid, not successful due to 
poor weather but cargo ships attacked instead. 
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06 May 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target any suitable one in North Germany. Not successful due to cloud 
cover, but a ship convoy was attacked instead. 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target Brest. Successful. 

07 May 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Bremen - night raid. Two aircraft reached the target and dropped 
10,500 lbs of bombs each. The remaining aircraft became unserviceable before take-off. 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target German cruisers at Brest. Successful. 

Eight bombs dropped on landing ground by one enemy aircraft. Serviceability unaffected. 

08 May 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Berlin. One aircraft intercepted by enemy aircraft over Dutch coast 
and returned early, other bomber successful. 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target Brest. Aircraft returned early due to generator trouble. 

09 May 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling) N6019 on test flight crashed and caught fire near airfield during take-off - 
crew safe. Wings and forward fuselage salvaged. 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target Bremen. Abandoned due to engine vibration. 

10 May 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Berlin. Primary target obscured by cloud - secondary at Hamburg 
was successful but F/Lt Williams reported as overdue. 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Hamburg, Bremen and Cologne. Primary abandoned. 

11 May 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), targets Hamburg (1) and Bordeaux (2) - night raid. One aircraft failed to 
take-off and another returned early with electrical trouble. 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target Hamburg. Primary abandoned, photos taken of Den Helder, Texel and 
Ijmuiden instead. 

12 May 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), target Hamburg. One aircraft returned with engine trouble - the other failed due 
to target obscured by cloud. 

Attack on station by single enemy aircraft at 00.12 hours with incendiaries dropped on airfield 
perimeter and damage caused to a Stirling. Airfield defences engaged. 

Acting S/Ldr NHE Messervey assumed command of 3 PRU. 

13 May 

No operations planned. 

14 May 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Hamburg - cancelled owing to weather conditions. 

15 May 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Berlin. Two aircraft successful, one failed to reach primary and 
diverted to Hannover where bombs were dropped. Remaining aircraft dropped bombs on Rotterdam 
airfield. This was a combined Stirling and Manchester raid. 

16 May 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Hannover. Night raid, successful. 

17 May 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), targets Hamburg and Mannheim. Hamburg abandoned but Mannheim 
successful. 

18 May 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Hamburg and Cologne. All failed due to weather and/or engine trouble. 

19 May 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Cologne - cancelled owing to adverse weather. 

20 May 

No operations owing to poor weather over England. 

21 May 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Berlin - cancelled owing to poor weather. 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), targets Hamburg and Bremen. All successful. 

22 May 

No operations planned owing to poor weather over the UK and Europe. 

23 May 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Cologne. Night raid, target covered with 10/1 Oths cloud, two aircraft 
dropped bombs on target area, two diverted to Rotterdam and one attacked Haamstede - all 
successful. A total of 51 aircraft took part. 

24 May 

No operations planned owing to adverse weather. 

25 May 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Hamburg - cancelled owing to adverse weather over the UK. 

26 May 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target ‘Bismarck’ - cancelled owing to adverse weather. 

27 May 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Hipper class cruiser (Prinz Eugen) in the Atlantic. Day raid - all 
aircraft returned to base without siting enemy ship after eight hours flying time. A total of 52 
Wellingtons and 12 Stirlings took part. (The Bismarck was sunk this day at 10.39 hrs). 

28 May 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target Cologne. Failed. 

29 May 

All Stirling aircraft grounded for undercarriage inspections. 

30 May 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Munster. Day raid unsuccessful due to lack of cloud cover. 

3 PRU (one Spitfire), target Kiel - photographs obtained. 
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31 May 

No operations planned. 

May 

1941 

7 Squadron detailed 53 aircraft during the month - of these, 20 cancelled, 9 aborted and 24 were 
successful. A total of 298,500 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

3 PRU detailed 25 Spitfire sorties, three cancelled, 12 aborted and 10 were successful. 

01 Jun 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Hannover, Osnabruck and Antwerp. All successful although one aircraft 
returned early. 

02 Jun 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Berlin. Night raid, two aircraft reached target and dropped bombs, 
one returned early as a result of flak damage, remaining aircraft (F/O Mitchell) is missing. Eight 
Stirlings and three Wellingtons took part in this raid. 

03 Jun 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Tirpitz at Kiel - cancelled owing to the possibility of fog in daylight 
hours. 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target Hamburg. Successful. 

04 Jun 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Bremen - cancelled owing to poor weather. 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Kiel, Cologne and Hamm. All successful. 

05 Jun 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), targets Frankfurt and Dusseldorf. Frankfurt failed due to cloud cover but 
Dusseldorf successful. 

06 Jun 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Kiel - cancelled owing to poor weather. 

07 Jun 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Prinz Eugen in dry dock at Brest B517. Night raid, all aircraft - 
no hit scores and no aircraft lost. 

08 Jun 

In connection with sorties planned under reference B517 on 07-06-41, the following signal was 
received from AOC 3 Group. ‘Successful termination of operations last night reflects great credit to 
all concerned. Flying personnel did extremely well under very difficult and trying conditions, 
navigation in particular must have been of a high standard. Ground organisation also worked 
extremely well, illustrating the benefits of careful preparation and attention to this important aspect 
of operations’. 

09 Jun 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target North Sea in search for enemy shipping. Convoy sighted off Dunkirk 
and Stirlings attacked with bombs without success. A combat took place with five Me 109s - one 
destroyed, one probable, one severely damaged and another damaged. Both Stirlings OK. For this 
raid F/Lts Cox and Stock were awarded the DFC, and the DFM went to Sgt Graham. 

10 Jun 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Kiel. Only two aircraft took part and both failed due to bad weather. 

11 Jun 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), target Brest. Details unknown. 

12 Jun 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target synthetic rubber factory at Huls. Three aircraft attacked the target 
area, two failed to locate Huls owing to bad weather and the other two attacked alternative targets. 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), targets Osnabruck and Brest. Details unknown. 

13 Jun 

No operations planned. 

14 Jun 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target in Germany - cancelled owing to weather. 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), targets Dusseldorf and Duisburg. Details unknown. 

15 Jun 

No operations owing to weather. 

16 Jun 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Dusseldorf. Five attacked the primary target and two attacked 
alternative targets. 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), targets Osnabruck and Duisburg. Details unknown. 

A badly shot up Wellington of 104 Squadron landed on the airfield with second pilot and gunner 
wounded. An enemy aircraft dropped a stick of bombs on the airfield. 

17 Jun 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), target Osnabruck. Details unknown. 

18 Jun 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Brest Gneisenau and Scharnhorst. Only three aircraft attacked - five 
abandoned task owing to poor weather. 

3 PRU (4 Spitfires), targets Frankfurt and Hannover. Details unknown. 

19 Jun 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Bremen, Hamm, Soest and Le Havre. Details unknown. 

20 Jun 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Kiel. Six aircraft took-off, two landed immediately, the remainder 
failed to reach target. A total of 115 aircraft took part. 

3 PRU (4 Spitfires), targets Soest, Emden Canal, Brest and Bremen. Details unknown. 

21 Jun 

W/Cdr Graham went on sea-search for lost aircraft of 115 Squadron, but only found an empty 
dinghy. 
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22 Jun 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), targets Cologne and Dusseldorf. Details unknown. 

23 Jun 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Kiel. All bombed the primary. Sgt Yardley on his first trip as captain 
shot down an Me 110 on the return journey and force-landed at Wattisham. A total of 23 aircraft 
took part (13 Stirlings). 

3 PRU (4 Spitfires), targets Cologne, Dortmund-Ems Canal and Emden. Details unknown. 

24 Jun 

3 PRU (4 Spitfires), targets Albert, Kiel and Bremen. Details unknown. 

25 Jun 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Emden, Bonn and Bremen. Details unknown. 

26 Jun 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings), target Kiel. Night raid - five aircraft attacked the target area, the remainder 
did not find the target due to poor weather. S/Ldr Seale crash landed on aerodrome with 
undercarriage failure. A total of 41 aircraft took part of which 15 were Stirlings. 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), targets Brest and Bonn. Details unknown. 

27 Jun 

3 PRU (4 Spitfires), targets Kiel, Bonn and Brest. Details unknown. 

28 Jun 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Bremerhaven. Day raid, one Me 109 shot down and another 
damaged. F/Lt Collins failed to return. F/O Blacklock escorted Collins aircraft for some distance after 
the attack and saw the aircraft plunge into the sea and sink. F/O Blacklock awarded the DFC. 

29 Jun 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Hamburg. S/Ldr Seale and P/O Hartwright and crews missing. The 
remaining four aircraft attacked the primary target and one aircraft bombed Bremerhaven. W/Cdr 
Graham's aircraft shot down an Me 110. A total of 29 aircraft took part (13 Stirlings). 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target Eckernforde coast. Details unknown. 

30 Jun 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Lille, Bonn and Dusseldorf. Details unknown. 

June 

1941 

7 Squadron detailed 81 sorties during the month - of these, 12 cancelled, 26 aborted and 43 were 
successful. A total of 449,230 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

3 PRU detailed 51 Spitfire sorties of which 9 aborted, and 27 were successful (does not add up). 

01 Jul 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Borkum seaplane base, day raid. One Stirling shot down (F/O 
Kinnane). Two Me 109s probably destroyed and one other damaged. 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target Lille. Unsuccessful - photos taken of Frevent area instead. 

02 Jul 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Bremen. Two night sorties, detailed to attack Bremen. 

Task abandoned but one Me 110 destroyed. One Stirling landed with undercarriage damaged. 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), targets Cologne, Duisburg and Dusseldorf. Unsuccessful, no photographs taken. 

03 Jul 

3 PRU (5 Spitfires), targets Cologne, Brunswick, Lille and Kiel. Photographs taken of the mouth of 
Scheldt, Ijmuiden, Zuiderzee canal, Hazebrouck, Lille and Borkum. 

04 Jul 

Both units stood down. 

05 Jul 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Grisle? (probably Lille /Abbeville). Four night sorties but only three 
aircraft took-off, one bombed primary, the other two failed to locate primary owing to fog and 
returned with bombs. 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), targets Cologne, Brunswick and Bremen. Three daylight sorties. Details 
unknown. 

06 Jul 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Le Trait. Three daylight sorties, one stick fell near to power station, 
the remainder overshot. A fighter escort was provided. 

3 PRU (5 Spitfires), target Cologne. Five daylight sorties, photographed Magdeburg, Munster and 
Dusseldorf. Details unknown. 

07 Jul 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target aircraft factory at Meaulte near Albert. Success confirmed by photos 
taken. Fighters escorted Stirlings. 

3 PRU (5 Spitfires), target Munster. Five daylight sorties, also to Emden, Bremen, Cherbourg, Le 
Havre and Kiel. Details unknown. 

08 Jul 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Bethune. Daylight raid, successful. P/O Morley's aircraft shot down 
and some of his crew bailed out. One Me 109 claimed as damaged. 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Leuna. Night raid - two cancelled owing to mechanical failure and 
the other returned early owing to inability to gain height. 

09 Jul 

101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons), target Osnabruck. First operation from Oakington by this squadron. 

Six bombed target and one bombed railway near Munster. 
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10 Jul 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Chocques power station. Daylight raid - successful but F/O Fraser 
and crew lost when aircraft shot down by flak. Fighter escort provided. Only three Stirlings took part. 
(another report states RAF fighter shot down Fraser). 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), target Le Flavre (Cherbourg). Photographed Nijmeyer (Nijmegen?),The Hague 
and Mazingarbe. Details unknown. 

11 Jul 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Le Trait. Daylight raid. Partially successful but some bombs 
overshot. 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), target Dortmund-Ems Canal. One aircraft returned early with airframe trouble. 

12 Jul 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), target Ijmuiden. Photographed Amsterdam and Munster. Details unknown. 

13 Jul 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), target Bethune. Photographed Chocques, Berlin, Gottingen and Meujeburg? 
(Magdeburg?). 

14 Jul 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Hannover. Night raid. All aircraft bombed primary but F/O Witt and 
his crew were compelled to abandon their aircraft near Norwich owing to lack of petrol. Sgt 

Madgewick was killed when his aircraft crashed in Northampton after the rest of the crew had bailed 
out. A total of 85 aircraft took part but of these, only 6 were Stirlings. 

101 Squadron (3 Wellingtons), target Rotterdam. Night raid, one returned early with Air Speed 
Indicator unserviceable, but others bombed primary target. 

3 PRU (4 Spitfires), target Aachen. Osnabruck, Den Helder, and Gladbach. Details unknown. 

15 Jul 

All units stood down. 

16 Jul 

101 Squadron (5 Wellingtons), target Hamburg and Boulogne. Five night sorties, one bombed 
primary, one Wilhelmshaven, one Bremen and another on Ijmuiden. The ‘Freshman’ on Boulogne 
abandoned the task and brought back bombs. 

3 PRU (3 Spitfires), target Bremen. Photographed Hannover and Cologne. Details unknown. 

17 Jul 

3 PRU (2 Spitfires), targets Rotterdam and Bremen. Unsuccessful. 

18 Jul 

All units stood down. 

19 Jul 

101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons and 3 Wellingtons), targets Hannover and target unknown. All sorties 
cancelled owing to adverse weather. 

20 Jul 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (8 Wellingtons), target Cologne (11 aircraft). Night raid, 
two aircraft successful and the other bombed a fire south of the town. A total of 113 aircraft took 
part, of these only 3 were Stirlings and 46 were Wellingtons. Seven 101 Squadron Wellingtons 
attacked primary - one abandoned and returned with bombs. 

101 Squadron (3 Wellingtons), target Boulogne. All aircraft attacked primary. 

3 PRU (1 Spitfire), target unknown. One daylight sortie, details unknown. 

21 Jul 

3 PRU move to Benson. 

22 Jul 

101 Squadron (6 + 2 Wellingtons), targets Mannheim (6) and Dunkirk / Ostend (2). Night raid - four 
aircraft bombed Mannheim, one brought bombs back (bomb release failure). One abandoned owing 
to inability to gain height, one bombed Darmstadt. A total of 29 Wellingtons took part. Freshmen 
attacked Dunkirk. 

23 Jul 

In the early hours eight small bombs were dropped near station offices, one airman was killed and 
slight damage caused to a Stirling. 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Scharnhorst at La Pallice. Daylight raid without fighter escort. 
Successful attack out of sun, F/O Walker scored a direct hit and his rear gunner shot down two 

Me 109s while another one was damaged by F/Lt Blacklock's crew. 

24 Jul 

101 Squadron (3 Wellingtons), target Brest. Daylight raid. Main formation lost south of Pointe St 
Mathieu whilst waiting for F/Lt Craig to catch up - attack therefore abandoned. F/Lt Craig shot down 
by enemy aircraft. 

101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), targets Kiel (5) and Rotterdam (1). Night raid - three attacked the 
primary, one abandoned and the other attacked Wilhelmshaven. Rotterdam sortie abandoned. 

25 Jul 

7 Squadron (3 Wellingtons), target Berlin. Night raid, one successful, one failed to take-off. Nothing 
heard from F/Lt Sherwood after take-off. 

26 Jul 

Both units stood down. 

27 Jul 

101 Squadron (1 Wellington), target Dunkirk. Freshman night sortie, successful. 
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28 Jul 

F/O Walker awarded the DFC and Sgt Capel awarded the DFM. Information from International Red 
Cross that Sergeants Edwards and Chappell of P/O Morley's crew were PoWs. 

29 Jul 

King Peter of Yugoslavia visited the station. 

30 Jul 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Cologne. Night raid, five attacked primary, one bombed Aachen, 
three abandoned (icing and severe electrical storms). 

31 Jul 

Both units stood down 31 July and 1 August. 

July 

1941 

7 Squadron detailed 57 sorties, of which 13 cancelled, 12 aborted and 32 were successful. 

A total of 137.25 tons of bombs were dropped. 

101 Squadron detailed 72 aircraft, of which 17 cancelled, 13 aborted and 42 were successful. 

A total of 51.5 tons of bombs were dropped. 

3 PRU detailed 39 sorties of which 17 aborted, 15 were successful and 17 partially successful. 

(earlier entries state 40 total, and also success breakdown produces 49) 

01 Aug 

Both units stood down. 

02 Aug 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Berlin. Night raid, two successful, one abandoned owing to sickness 
of rear gunner. No communication received from F/O Rolfe after take-off. A total of 53 aircraft took 
part. 

101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons), target Flamburg. Night raid, five were successful in bombing primary, 
one attacked Bremen and crash-landed in Kent on return. Nothing heard of Sgt Davey and his crew 
after take-off. A total of 80 aircraft took part of which 58 were Wellingtons. 

03 Aug 

At 03.10 hours an enemy aircraft dropped seven bombs (six inside and one outside perimeter). No 
damage or casualties. 

04 Aug 

All operations cancelled owing to bad weather. 

05 Aug 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Karlsruhe. Night raid - successful. A total of 97 aircraft took part, 8 
of which were Stirlings. 

101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons), target Mannheim. Night raid, six attacked the primary and one 
bombed Schifferstadt. A total of 65 Wellingtons and 33 Flampdens took part. 

06 Aug 

Both units stood down. At 00.47 hours an enemy aircraft dropped two sticks of FIE on cultivated land 
near the ‘Q’ Site. 

07 Aug 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Essen. Night raid - three sorties successful. S/Ldr Speare unable to 
locate primary so bombed Homburg instead. A total of 106 aircraft took part of which 8 were 

Stirlings. 

101 Squadron (8 Wellingtons), target Flamm. Night raid, five attacked Flamm, one bombed the 
Rotterdam area. P/O Rickinson returned early after attack by enemy aircraft during which the 
second pilot was wounded in the hand. On landing the rear gunner was found to be missing! 

P/O Robertson's aircraft did not take-off as its undercarriage was damaged. A total of 45 

Wellingtons and a Stirling took part on this raid. 

08 Aug 

Both units stood down. 

At 05.10 hours an enemy aircraft dropped a stick of bombs close to the railway. 

09 Aug 

Operations cancelled owing to bad weather. 

10 Aug 

Operations cancelled owing to bad weather. Telegram received from International Red Cross, 
statinq that Flt/LT Sherwood and all his crew were PoWs all were missinq from operations on 25 

July 1941. 

11 Aug 

Operations cancelled owing to bad weather. 

12 Aug 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Berlin (4) and Essen (2). Night raid - of the four detailed to attack 
Berlin, two were successful but the others failed to locate primary One attacked Brunswick and the 
other brought bombs back. F/Sgt Yardley crash-landed at base after an undercarriage wheel 
collapsed. Both Stirlings detailed to attack Essen were successful. 

101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Magdeburg. Night raid - one failed to take-off, four attacked 
Essen, one bombed Duisburg area and another attacked the Ruhr area. 

13 Aug 

Both units stood down. 
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14 Aug 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Magdeburg. Night raid - cloud over target proved a serious 
handicap but two aircraft bombed primary. Two bombed Hannover adding to the fires already 
burning there. One attacked an aerodrome south of Hannover and the last bombed a heavily 
defended area five miles north of Osnabruck. P/O Crebbin diverted to Wyton owing to presence of 
enemy aircraft at base, but crashed at Graveley - short of petrol. W/Cdr Graham and P/O Witt 
crashed at base - crews all safe. A total of 52 aircraft took part. 

101 Squadron (7 + 1 Wellingtons), targets Hannover (7) and Hannover (1). Night raid, two returned 
early with engine trouble and front turret u/s. Four bombed Hannover. The Freshmen detailed to 
attack Dunkirk found the target completely obscured by cloud and jettisoned his bombs at sea. A 
total of 152 aircraft took part. 

15 Aug 

Both units stood down 15/16 August. 

17 Aug 

No operations for 7 Squadron. 101 Squadron (9 Wellingtons), targets Duisburg (8) and Dunkirk (1), 
night raid. Of the eight detailed to attack railways in Duisburg, seven bombed the target. P/O 

Redmond jettisoned his bombs before reaching the target and returned with engine trouble. A total 
of 41 Wellingtons took part. The Freshmen bombed a flare-path near Dunkirk. 

18 Aug 

Both units stood down. 

19 Aug 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings), and 101 Squadron (8 + 2 Wellingtons), targets Kiel (4) and Le Havre (1), 

Kiel (7) and Le Havre (2). Night raid - Kiel obscured by cloud, three Stirlings brought bombs back 
and the other bombed concentration of flak three miles south of the target. The 7 Squadron 

Freshmen did not take-off owing to W/T failure. Six Wellingtons bombed the target but cloud 
prevented observation of the results. Nothing more was heard of Sgt Fisher and crew after take-off. 
P/O Hardle did not take-off due to engine trouble. A total of 108 aircraft took part. The 101 

Squadron Freshmen crews attacked Le Havre. 

20 Aug 

Both units stood down 20/21 August. 7 Squadron also stood down on 22 August. 

22 Aug 

101 Squadron (8 Wellingtons), targets Mannheim (6) and Le Havre (2) - night raid. Of the six 
detailed for Mannheim, one took-off late and bombed communication masts near Trier, but the 
remainder bombed the primary. 97 aircraft took part. Both Freshmen started fires in dock area. 

23 Aug 

W/Cdr Graham awarded the DSO and F/Sgt Gardiner awarded the DFM. Both units stood down. 

24 Aug 

Operations cancelled. 

25 Aug 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), and 101 Squadron (8 Wellingtons) - target Karlsruhe. Night raid - nothing 
heard from F/O Blunden after take-off. Three Stirling sorties rendered abortive by electrical storms 
although F/Sgt Yardley bombed an aerodrome 18 miles west of Karlsruhe. Two sorties were 
successful - bombs bursting on the aiming point. Six Wellingtons successful, two abandoned 
primary, one through engine trouble the other owing to electrical storms. An alternative target 
attacked was a flare path south of Ostend, and docks at Dunkirk. A total of 49 aircraft took part. 

26 Aug 

Both units stood down. 

27 Aug 

Both units stood down. International Red Cross confirms that F/O Rolfe, Sgts Tout and Merrels are 
PoWs. 

28 Aug 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Duisburg. Night raid - five bombed target. F/Lt Lay caught in 
searchlight cone as he approached his target, jettisoned bombs but was hit by flak. Later enemy 
fighter attacked him. Rear gunner bailed out and aircraft severely damaged and crashed near 
Newmarket. In view of the extensive damage sustained by F/Lt Lay's aircraft, special tribute is owed 
to him for his superb handling of his aircraft, particularly as one burst of cannon fire rendered 
useless several parachutes on the rack. 

Nothing was heard of Sgt Chilvers and crew. S/Ldr Speare too was caught in searchlights over 
Duisburg and had to dive to 1,500 feet to evade them. He flew home at this height and his gunners 
took advantage of this by shooting at flak positions. A total of 118 aircraft took part, of these 13 were 
Stirlings. 

29 Aug 

No operations. 

30 Aug 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), and 101 Squadron (3 Wellingtons) - target Cherbourg. Both 7 and 101 
Squadrons were originally detailed to attack Hannover but this operation was cancelled, due to bad 
weather over the target area. Two sorties of 101 Squadron and the single Stirling attacked the target 
causing fires in the dock area. P/O Reynolds of 101 Squadron crashed at Rampton just three 
minutes after taking-off and his aircraft was burnt out killing Sgt Barlow. P/O Crichton, air observer, 
died later in hospital. The wireless operator Sgt la Nauze escaped with shock and bruises. 
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31 Aug 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons), target Cologne. Night raid - 1 0/1 Oths 
cloud over target so only one Stirling bombed the target causing a huge explosion. S/Ldr Speare 
abandoned primary target owing to cloud and bombed Dunkirk instead. F/O Crebbin brought bombs 
back. F/Sgt Yardley bombed factories near Aachen (actually Liege!). Cloud hampered effort, but 
four Wellingtons attacked primary - one jettisoned bombs in the sea after failing to identify target. 
Nothing more heard from P/O Ashton after take-off. P/O Millson landed at Detling, short of petrol on 
return. A total of 103 aircraft took part including 45 Wellingtons and six Stirlings. 

Aug 

1941 

7 Squadron detailed 48 sorties, of which 2 cancelled, 11 aborted and 35 were successful. 

A total of 130 tons of bombs were dropped. 

101 Squadron detailed 96 aircraft, of which 9 cancelled, 13 were aborted and 74 were successful. 

A total of 94 tons of bombs were dropped. 

01 Sep 

Both units stood down. 

02 Sep 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Berlin. Night raid, one failed to take-off as starter motor was u/s, but 
target was clearly identified and bombed by the other two. F/O Crebbin landed at Manston on 
return. A Stirling from 15 Squadron landed at Oakington and reported that their bombs had started 
fires in the city centre. A total of 49 aircraft took part including 6 Stirlings. 

101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Frankfurt. Night raid, 6 aircraft took-off and 5 of these bombed 
the primary. P/O Bundy bombed Mainz. One Wellington of 150 Squadron landed here after 
successfully bombing Frankfurt. A total of 126 aircraft took part including 71 Wellingtons. 

03 Sep 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), targets Scharnhorst and Gneisenau at Brest. Two Freshmen on night 
sorties. P/O Ellis-Brown saw the bursts of all his bombs which straddled the northern point of two 
dry docks. P/O Flardstaff's bombs dropped north of aiming point - both crews hampered by smoke 
screen, and flak was very intensive. Oakington used again as reception area for returning aircraft - 
five Wellingtons of 149, two of 115 and two of 9 Squadron landed here after attacking Brest. A total 
of 140 aircraft took part including 4 Stirlings. 

101 Squadron stood down. 

04 Sep 

Eleven night sorties against Flamm, (7 and 101 Squadrons) cancelled owing to possibility of the 
aerodrome being fog-bound on their return. 

05 Sep 

Operations cancelled 05/06 September. 

07 Sep 

7 Squadron (5 + 2 Stirlings), and 101 Squadron (7 + 2 Wellingtons) - targets Berlin (5) and Kiel (2), 
Berlin (7) and Kiel (2). Night raid - a Stirling cancelled after take-off and another returned early with 
gyro instruments u/s. P/O Flagstaff saw bomb bursts in target area - S/Ldr Speare and crew were 
enthusiastic at results obtained by 50-lb incendiaries. No signal was received from F/Sgt Yardley 
after take-off. The two Stirlings detailed to attack Kiel - one abandoned with port engine failure but 
the other aircraft bombed the target. Sgt Fooks shot down an attacking Ju 88 near Berlin. 

Owing to bomb release failure P/O Allen (101 Squadron) found bombs hung-up on return to base 
but the remaining six aircraft were successful. The other two sorties were also successful. A total of 
197 aircraft took part on the Berlin raid of which 10 were Stirlings and 51 aircraft bombed Kiel. 

A Stirling of 15 Squadron returning after bombing Lubeck in mistake for Kiel, landed at Oakington as 
well as a Wellington of 99 Squadron. (At this time a dummy airfield (‘Q’ Site) was operating at 
Cottenham - TL 466 697 , to draw enemy bombers away from Oakington. The station also had 
another ‘Q’ Site at Boxworth - TL 330 663 ). 

08 Sep 

A Hampden of 44 Squadron (Waddington) landed after bombing Kassel. 

09 Sep 

Operations cancelled owing to poor weather forecast. 

10 Sep 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target railway station and marshalling yards at Turin. Night raid - three 
aircraft sent back signal 'Mission Completed' and the other four, although failing to pinpoint target, 
bombed the town. W/Cdr Graham’s dinghy came adrift and was lost over the city. It is hoped that 
this further inflation will do much to imperil the financial stability of the Axis. 

It is interesting to note that although petrol per aircraft was 2,177 gallons, average bomb load for 
each Stirling was more than 5,000 lbs. A total of 76 aircraft took part. 

101 Squadron (5 Wellingtons), target arsenal at Turin. Night raid - all aircraft signalled that they had 
bombed the target. P/O Allen signalled that he had bombed target at 23.15 hours but at 01.14 hours 
he sent a SOS saying engine failure and later, propeller lost! Last message received at 01.45 hours 
'Cannot make it - force landing'. Estimated position at this time being a few miles south of Rheims. 
This was the same raid as above 
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11 Sep 

Both units stood down. 

12 Sep 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (7 + 4 Wellingtons), targets railway workshops at 

Frankfurt (11) and Cherbourg docks (4). 7 Squadron, four night sorties - three Stirlings reached 
target, bomb burst observed and fires started. The remaining aircraft were unable to find target 
owing to cloud and bombed a town north-east of Trier instead. Owing to cloud, difficulty was 
experienced finding target but six Wellingtons attacked Frankfurt area including searchlight 
positions. The other aircraft attacked Mainz. Three of the four aircraft detailed to Cherbourg were 
successful, one of these landed at Tangmere on return. The other abandoned mission when 15 
miles from English Coast owing to failure to maintain height - all bombs brought back. 

13 Sep 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Brest - both aircraft successful, though one aircraft hit by flak on 
wings. 

A Wellington of 57 Squadron was diverted to Oakington after attacking the Prinz Eugen at Brest. 

13 Sep 

Notification received that the DFM has been awarded to Sgt Bolshaw of 101 Squadron. 

14 Sep 

Operations cancelled owing to adverse weather. 

15 Sep 

7 Squadron (4 + 1 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (7 + 3 Wellingtons), targets Flamburg (4) and Le 

Flavre (1), Flamburg (7) and Le Flavre (3). Night raid - one Stirling attacked target, one aircraft 
reached Flamburg area and bombed, but results unknown. The two remaining aircraft failed to 
locate target. P/O Crebbin's aircraft was handicapped by defective starboard engine and he had to 
take evasive action for 40 minutes because of heavy flak and searchlight activity. Fie managed to 
bomb a concentration of flak and searchlight batteries about 15 miles west of the city. The other 
aircraft bombed an aerodrome south-west of Bremen then landed at Coltishall on return. Five 
Wellingtons were successful, the others reached the outskirts of the city and bombed there. A total 
of 169 aircraft took part. All the Le Flavre sorties were also successful. 

16 Sep 

Both units stood down. 

17 Sep 

Both units stood down. Notification received - DFC has been awarded to Fl/Lt AA Sanders of 7 Sqn. 

18 Sep 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (2 Wellingtons), target Le Flavre. Operations on long 
target (?) cancelled owing to bad weather, but four Freshmen sorties, two from each unit were 
carried out on Le Flavre. All four reached the target area and attacked although definite identification 
was prevented by thick haze. 

19 Sep 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target railway station at Stettin. The object was to hamper the flow of 

German reinforcements which were being sent to the Russian Front. Three aircraft bombed the 
target area and several large fires were observed. One aircraft abandoned the primary owing to 
petrol-flow failure and bombed Weselburch ( Weselberg7) area. Sgt Martin and F/Lt Lay were 
prevented by cloud cover from identifying the target but still dropped their bombs. A total of 72 
aircraft took part. 

19 Sep 

Information received from No.3 Group Intelligence that German wireless announced that F/Sgt 

Yardley and crew are PoWs. No operations planned for 101 Squadron. 

20 Sep 

7 Squadron stood down. 

101 Squadron (5+1+4 Wellingtons), targets Berlin (5), Frankfurt (1) and Ostend (4). Berlin was 
attacked by one aircraft only. One dropped bombs in searchlight belt about 20 miles south of the 
city, another bombed a flare path at Katwijk and another jettisoned in Ruhr area. Sgt Fooks was 
compelled to abandon trip owing to sickness of rear gunner. The single aircraft successfully 
attacked Frankfurt. Ostend was bombed by all aircraft despatched, but unfortunately Sgt Dill 
crashed near Northampton on return. Only survivor was Sgt Rowbotham the rear gunner. 

20 Sep 

Information received that Sgt Armstrong observer of F/O Mitchell's crew, 7 Squadron, missing from 
operations on 3 June 1941 was killed in crash at Luckenwalde. 

21 Sep 

No operations 21-25 September, owing to fog over Oakington. 

26 Sep 

After a week of abortive preparations, the meteorological forecast seems now to be more favourable 
and 7 and 101 Squadrons were briefed for night operations. 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Cologne. Of the eight detailed, unfortunately a renewal of fog 
necessitated a general recall an hour after take-off, and only three aircraft actually bombed in the 
Cologne area. Alternative targets attacked included a built-up area of Aachen, and a flare-path in 
Northern France. The remaining two aircraft bought their bombs back. 

101 Squadron (4 Wellingtons), target Emden. Night raid - two aircraft bombed Emden area and the 
other pair jettisoned their bombs in the sea. 
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26 Sep 

Six Whitley aircraft from 5 Group detailed to bomb Mannheim, recalled and diverted to Oakington. 

Five brought all bombs back after receipt of recall signal and one bombed Calais dock. 

AM Sir Richard EC Peirse (C-in-C Bomber Command) and AVM JEA Baldwin (AOC 3 Group) 
visited the Station. 

Notification received that the following have been mentioned in despatches: A/S/Ldr RSP Boby - 
Senior Operations Officer, F/O RW Cox, DFC and P/O MA Coote, both of 7 Squadron. 

27 Sep 

Both units stood down. 

28 Sep 

Both units stood down. Information received from International Red Cross, that only one survivor of 
F/O Blunden's crew, missing from operations on 25 August 1941. This was Sgt Lloyd. P/O Wright, 

P/O Drew, AFO Blunden, Sgt Allen, Sgt Nicholson and Sgt Edworthy all killed 

A Wellington of 102 Squadron diverted from 4 Group landed at Oakington. 

29 Sep 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (7 + 3 Wellingtons), target Stettin (Stirlings) and Le 

Havre (Wellingtons). A night raid for both squadrons. Four Stirlings bombed the target and several 
fires started. F/O Hardstaff returned early with compass trouble and jettisoned his bombs in the 

North Sea. Two aircraft missing - Sgt Cobbold and W/O Fletcher. A search was carried out and a 
patch of oil located 60 miles north-east of Wells (-next-the-Sea). 

101 Squadron, seven night sorties, two Wellingtons returned early both with W/T trouble. The 
remaining five aircraft identified and bombed the target. The three Freshmen successfully attacked 
the docks at Le Havre. 

A Wellington of 102 Squadron diverted from 4 Group landed at Oakington after bombing Stettin 
Captain JH Gibson and Lieutenant DH Johnson of the USAAF arrived. 

30 Sep 

Both units stood down. 

Sep 

1941 

7 Squadron detailed 54 aircraft during the month, of which 3 cancelled, 8 aborted, 8 were partially 
successful and 35 were successful, (3 aircraft are missing). 

A total of 297,320 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

101 Squadron detailed 66 aircraft, of which 2 cancelled, 7 aborted, 5 were partially successful and 

52 were successful, (1 aircraft is missing). 

A total of 147,950 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

Establishment: officers 42 (estab 27), airmen 770 (estab 799). 

01 Oct 

Operations cancelled owing to fog. 

02 Oct 

Both units stood down. The body of Sgt Burrows of 7 Squadron, missing from operations on the 29 
September, 1941 was brought to Grimsby by a trawler. 

03 Oct 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings), target battleships in harbour at Brest. F/O Hardstaff returned early with port 
outer extractor failure. The other eight aircraft found the target completely obscured by cloud and 
only two bombed the area. Four aircraft jettisoned part of their load and the rest brought their bombs 
back. A warm reception awaited the bombers on their return - S/Ldr Mcleod while circling to land, 
was attacked by a Ju 88 and his aircraft caught fire and crashed near Bourne. There were two 
survivors, P/O Allverson and Sgt Hunter (second pilot), both bailed out at 700 feet and landed 
safely. The front gunner Sgt Marshall bailed out too low and was killed, the rest of the crew died on 
the plane. Sgt Matkin flying behind the Stirling saw the combat and enabled his gunner to get a few 
rounds at the enemy aircraft. This failed to prevent the Ju 88 and another from bombing the 
aerodrome. On the ground a Wellington was damaged in the attack. 

101 Squadron (9 + 1 Wellingtons), targets Antwerp docks (9) and Dunkirk (1). 1 sortie cancelled and 
another returned with bombs owing to an aileron being defective. Seven aircraft attacked the docks. 
The Freshmen successfully attacked Dunkirk but landed on return at Shrewton with wireless 
receiver u/s. 

04 Oct 

Both units stood down, 04-06 October. 

05 Oct 

C’ Flight 7 Squadron moved to Waterbeach to form nucleus of Conversion Flight. 

06 Oct 

Information received from the International Red Cross, that the crew of F/Sgt Yardley's aircraft, 
missing on 07-09-41 were now prisoners of war (P/O Hall, Sgt Speakman, Sgt Davenport, Sgt 

Sutton and Sgt Owens). The signal made no mention of F/Sgt Yardley. 

07 Oct 

Operations cancelled due to fog. Visit by Deputy Chief of Air Staff, AVM Bottomley, (later ACM Sir 
Norman H Bottomley). 

08 Oct 

Both units stood down 08/09 October. Visit by Major Gullet, USAAF and Group Captain McLeod, 
RCAF. 
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10 Oct 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (9 Wellingtons), target Cologne. Two Stirlings (S/Ldr Lay 
and F/O Hardstaff) cancelled before take-off owing to engine trouble. F/O Crebbin jettisoned his 
bombs south of Liege owing to severe icing and the remaining aircraft bombed the target through 
cloud. Six Wellingtons bombed the target, two abandoned the task and brought all bombs back, one 
Wellington missing (P/O Imeson). A total of 69 aircraft took part. 

11 Oct 

No operations possible between 11 and 12 October, owing to fog. 

13 Oct 

7 Squadron (8 + 1 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons), targets Dusseldorf (8) and Boulogne 
(1) and Dusseldorf (7). Eight Stirlings detailed on a night raid to attack Dusseldorf. F/O Hardstaff's 
run of bad luck persisted and his sortie was cancelled as his plane developed generator trouble. 
Engine problems prevented two aircraft from reaching primary; F/O Crebbin jettisoned bombs south¬ 
west of Sedan and S/Ldr Speare attacked Sieburg area. F/Sgt Hart's aircraft hit by flak, jettisoned 
bombs south of Liege and landed at Detling. Four aircraft bombed Dusseldorf in the face of intense 
flak and searchlight activity. Seven Wellingtons detailed to the same target, two aircraft jettisoned 
bombs, one after being hit by flak north-east of Louvain and the other owing to engine trouble. Four 
aircraft successfully attacked the primary target. Sgt Betts and crew are missing. The Stirling 
Freshmen successfully attacked the dock area of Boulogne. 

13 Oct 

The Duke of Kent accompanied by AVM JEA Baldwin visited the station. 

14 Oct 

Both units stood down. 

15 Oct 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (5 + 2 Wellingtons), targets Cologne (7), Cologne (5) 
and Boulogne (2). Of the seven Stirlings detailed on a night raid to Cologne, two returned early with 
engine trouble and jettisoned part of their bomb load at Berner’s Heath. Five Stirlings bombed the 
target area but intense flak, searchlight activity and cloud prevented observation of results. Sgt 

Taylor landed at West Mailing with W/T trouble. The 7 Squadron aircraft were the only Stirlings on 
this raid. Cloud over target prevented accurate observation but all Wellingtons bombed and started 
fires. A total of 27 Wellingtons took part, to which Oakington provided five sorties. Only one of the 

101 Squadron Freshmen attacked the target, the other brought all bombs back as target could not 
be identified. All aircraft today took-off from Bourne but on return, three landed at Manston and 
another at Coltishall. 

16 Oct 

No operations during the period 16 to 19 October due to unfavourable weather. 

20 Oct 

7 Squadron (6 + 2 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (2 Wellingtons), targets Bremen (6) and Antwerp (2), 
Antwerp (2). Six Stirlings to Bremen on a night raid and although visibility over target was poor all 
sorties bombed the target area. P/O Ellis-Brown jettisoned bomb load over Bremen area when he 
was taking evasive action to shake off enemy fighters. One extremely large explosion may have 
been due to a 4,000-lb bomb dropped by a Wellington which was also over the target at the same 
time. One Wellington abandoned task when eight miles from Dutch coast as his starboard motor 
extractor pipe blew off! Cloud prevented the other aircraft from correctly identifying the target and all 
bombs were brought back. A total of 153 aircraft took part. 

Only one of the Stirling Freshmen attacked the target. Antwerp was the target selected for two 
sorties of both units - all Freshmen crews, but only P/O Pilling of 7 Squadron attacked. P/O Winch, 

7 Squadron did not leave base owing to undercarriage failure. 

21 Oct 

Both units stood down. 

22 Oct 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (1 Wellington), target Le Havre dock. Three aircraft were 
detailed to attack Le Havre. One Stirling cancelled due to engine trouble and P/O Winch, bombed 
Honfleur by mistake. A total of 22 aircraft took part. 

101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons), target Mannheim. Night raid, six aircraft attacked through cloud. P/O 
Pelmore flew into an electrical storm and abandoned task near Lille - jettisoned bombs on Berner’s 
Heath. A total of 123 aircraft took part. 

23 Oct 

7 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target battleships at Brest. Night raid - one aircraft cancelled due to 
intercommunication failure. Sgt Taylor failed to receive signal to set course and landed with all 
bombs. F/O Ellis-Brown was first over target and experienced no searchlight activity or flak until 
after he had bombed. Within 15 minutes of his arrival the usual smoke screen was put into action, 
but it was not as successful as on previous occasions and at no time during the attack was it 
completely obscured. Seven aircraft reported that the docks were bombed with reasonable 
accuracy. F/Sgt Hart, one of the later arrivals, came in for a very warm reception and was 
unfortunately deprived of any means of retaliation as his bombs hung up and would not respond to 
the jettison lever. 
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24 Oct 

101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Frankfurt. Night raid, one sortie cancelled owing to engine 
trouble. There was a strong possibility of 10/1 Oths cloud over the primary so crews were advised to 
bomb targets to the west if they found Frankfurt obscured. Two aircraft attacked Frankfurt. Sgt 

Fooks abandoned primary and bombed Mainz and Sgt Raybould attacked Trier, but crash landed at 
Manston on his return. F/Lt Bundey failed to return to base. His signal 'Operations abandoned' was 
followed by another saying he was experiencing engine trouble which later resulted in the loss of the 
starboard propeller. Two fixes were obtained, the last one being over the sea ten miles west of 
Dunkirk. Two aircraft were sent to look for him but no trace was found. A total of 70 aircraft took part 
in the raid on Frankfurt. 

25 Oct 

Information received that Sgts Neil, Cobbold, Copley and Donaldson of 7 Squadron missing from 
operations against Stettin on 29 September 1941 were PoWs. 

26 Oct 

Both units stood down. 

27 Oct 

Operations cancelled owing to bad weather. 

28 Oct 

7 Squadron (5 + 2 Stirlings) night operation to Pilsen Skoda works (5) and Hamburg (2), and 101 
Squadron (5 + 1 Wellingtons) target Hamburg (5) and Freshman to Cherbourg (1). Ten Stirlings (5 
from Oakington) had been detailed but none found the target. Nickels dropped close to target. 

Bomb loads jettisoned over Germany except for F/O Crebbin who brought back all bombs. 

The Stirlings and Wellingtons detailed to attack Hamburg were cancelled, except for the Freshmen 
which successfully attacked Cherbourg, landing later at West Mailing with W/T trouble. 

29 Oct 

Both units stood down. 

30 Oct 

Information received from International Red Cross that P/O Barrett, Sgts Betts, Cage, Atkinson and 
Bolton were PoWs. The signal did not refer to Sgt Pearman. These were members of the 101 
Squadron crew missing from operations on 13 October 1941. 

31 Oct 

7 Squadron (9 + 3 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (5 + 4 Wellingtons), targets Bremen and Emden (9) 
and Boulogne (3) . Bremen/Emden (5) and Boulogne (4). One Stirling cancelled due to engine 
trouble, F/O Ellis-Brown and P/O Winch returned early, the latter crash landing on return - crew 
safe. Severe icing was encountered and low cloud obscured the target. F/Sgt Hart failed to locate 
either Bremen or Emden and jettisoned bombs in the sea. F/O Crebbin did identify target at Emden 
but could not bomb, his bomb doors refusing to open electrically or manually. 

Four aircraft attacked Bremen starting fires. Engine trouble caused the cancellation of a Freshmen 
but the other two found their targets. A Wellington cancelled owing to boost failure. P/O Hardie was 
intercepted by enemy fighters and jettisoned bombs near Amsterdam. P/O Pelmore abandoned 
target owing to cloud and jettisoned bombs on flak concentration near Vechta. The two remaining 
aircraft found 10/1 Oths cloud over target and bombed docks at Emden instead. One cancelled but 
the other three Wellingtons bombed the target at Boulogne. 

A Wellington of 458 Squadron landed at Oakington after successfully attacking docks at Dunkirk. 

Oct 

1941 

7 Squadron detailed 72 sorties during the month, of which 10 cancelled, 23 aborted, 6 were partially 
successful and 33 were successful. 

A total of 3,776,640 lbs (?) of bombs were dropped. 

101 Squadron detailed 64 aircraft, of which 9 cancelled, 14 aborted, 1 was partially successful and 

40 were successful. 

A total of 109,900 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

01 Nov 

Information received from International Red Cross that P/O Imeson, P/O Carroll, and Sgts Bowden, 
Ritchie and Parkington are PoWs. They were members of a crew of 101 Squadron which failed to 
return from operations on 10 October 1941. 

02 Nov 

Operations cancelled for 02/03 November due to poor weather. 

04 Nov 

101 Squadron (3 Wellingtons), target Ostend. The uncertainty of the weather resulted in a reduction 
of our operational effort and only three Freshmen of 101 Squadron were despatched to attack 

Ostend. Two aircraft bombed their target, the third bombed Nieuport by mistake - fires were started 
at both locations. 

05 Nov 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Ruhr. As the weather offered promise of good cloud cover, three 
Stirlings of 7 Squadron were detailed to attack targets in the Ruhr by day. Task abandoned due to 
lack of cloud cover, part of bomb load jettisoned at Lakenheath. 

06 Nov 

Operations cancelled due to poor weather. 
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07 Nov 7 Squadron (10 + 3 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (5 + 3 Wellingtons), target Berlin (10) and Ostend 
(3), Berlin (5) and Ostend (3). A record number of aircraft detailed for operations for this night raid 
on Berlin. P/O Pilling returned early with engine trouble and jettisoned bombs in the sea. Two 
aircraft (Sgt Morris and F/O Van Buskirk) failed to return to base. Three aircraft bombed alternatives 
at Magdeburg (two), flak near Krefeld (1) and four attacked the primary. 10/1 Oths cloud obscured 
the city and results were not observed. Three Wellingtons attacked primary. Sgt Luin returned with 
bombs. P/O Hardie failed to return to base, force landing in the sea with engine trouble. P/O 
Pelmore discovered a new method of confusing searchlight crews in enemy territory. Over Munster 
he switched on his TR9 and swore lustily in German - searchlights dowsed. 169 aircraft took part on 
the Berlin raid. Of the Stirling raid on Ostend, S/Ldr Jennens jettisoned bombs at Berner's Heath 
and returned to base with rear turret u/s, and the other two Stirlings attacked Ostend creating a 
large fire. Two of the three Wellington Freshmen bombed Ostend, observing fires close to the 
harbour but Sgt Denning failed to locate the target and brought all bombs back. 

(With late reports of bad weather A VM Slessor attempted to transfer the target to Cologne. He was 
over-ruled by AM Sir Richard Peirse, C-in-C Bomber Command; the raid was considered 
unsuccessful with high losses - a contributing factor to the eventual replacement of Peirse by Sir 
Arthur Harris). 

08 Nov Operations cancelled, owing to bad weather. 

09 Nov 7 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Hamburg. Night raid - Sgts Bennett and Taylor abandoned the task, 
unable to gain height. The remaining sorties identified and bombed the town. A total of 103 aircraft 
took part. 

101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Dunkirk. Night raid - One aircraft cancelled but four of the 
others attacked the primary. P/O Pilling after overshooting on trial run up over the target area, failed 
to get sufficient height to bomb and returned with his bomb load. 

Two Wellingtons of 214 Squadron landed at Oakington after attacking Hamburg and Dunkirk 
respectively. 

10 Nov Both units stood down. 

11 Nov 7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target battleships at Brest. All left Oakington and landed at St Eval, 

Cornwall, but operation was cancelled owing to unfavourable weather. All aircraft except one 
returned the following day. 

12 Nov Danger of fog at base and unpromising operational forecast resulted in cancellation of operations 

planned for both units. Six Stirlings returned to base from St Eval. Sgt Taylor’s machine was u/s. 

13 Nov No operations between 13 and 14 November, owing to poor weather. 

15 Nov 7 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Kiel. Out of the five aircraft detailed only two (F/Lt O'Brien and F/O 

Ellis-Brown) actually took-off. F/Sgt Nicholls ’l)’ had rear turret oxygen tube frozen. P/O Pilling 'S’ 
and Sgt Bennett ’V’ were bogged down on the aerodrome. Aircraft 'S’ cancelled but the ground crew 
managed to enable ’V’ to take-off, only for it to crash into a house on the Oakington-Cottenham 
road, not having gained sufficient height to clear it. Sgt Bennett was killed, Sgts Hunter, Topping 
and Ansell were taken to Addenbrooke’s hospital where Hunter died. Sgts Bentham, Hudson and 
Helliwell were sent to the SSQ. 

F/Lt O'Brien abandoned task owing to severe icing causing aircraft to go into an uncontrollable right- 
hand turn at 12,000 feet. All bombs were jettisoned in the sea and he returned to base. F/O Ellis- 
Brown met with severe icing on outward flight and jettisoned three 500-lb bombs in the sea. He then 
proceeded to Kiel and bombed the target, later landing at Marham. Only 47 aircraft took part. 

101 Squadron (1 Wellington), target Emden. Aircraft operating from Bourn, returned after 
operations. 

16 Nov No operations due to poor weather between 16 and 17 November. 

18 Nov 7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target battleships at Brest. This was a most unfortunate day, three crashes 

occurring - two Stirlings, one with the loss of four of the crew and one Wellington at Bourn. P/O 
Pilling failed to take-off as his port inner was defective. F/O O'Brien got into difficulties immediately 
after take-off, smoke was seen issuing from an engine - bombs were jettisoned to maintain height 
but the aircraft crashed near St Ives. F/O O'Brien, Sgt Rose, P/O Lopez and Sgt Comroe were all 
killed. Sgts Ryder and Devlin were injured. Three of the remaining Stirlings bombed the target area, 
W/Cdr Graham and F/Sgt Bayley brought all their bombs back as they could not identify the target. 

19 Nov Operations cancelled owing to poor weather, 19-22 November. 
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21 Nov 

A Wellington of 109 Squadron whilst circling to land, crashed half a mile north-east of aerodrome - 
there were no survivors - Sgts Grant and Archer and a Mr Samsen of TRE, Worth Matravers were 
killed. 

22 Nov 

No operations. 

23 Nov 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Brest. Night raid - F/Sgt Matkin lost the target whilst avoiding 
searchlights and bombed lights instead. Five Stirlings bombed the dock area although only one 
aircraft identified the target. P/O Billing's aircraft sustained several hits from flak but landed safely. 

101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Dunkirk dock. Five aircraft reached the target but it was 
hidden by 10/1 Oths cloud - all aircraft returned with bombs. 

A Stirling of 15 Squadron landed after an abortive flight to Brest. 

24 Nov 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Bremen. Daylight raid - the aircraft were intercepted off Borkum by 
eight Me 109s. In spite of the attention of the enemy fighters W/Cdr Graham bombed a convoy of 
seven vessels although no results were observed. One fighter was shot down by the top gunner of 
W/Cdr Graham's aircraft, despite the bomber being damaged by flak. Sgt Taylor claimed two 
fighters probably destroyed and one damaged. He returned with all bombs. 

25 Nov 

Operations cancelled due to poor weather. 

26 Nov 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Ostend. Unsuccessful due to cloud. 

101 Squadron (5 + 3 Wellingtons), target Emden (5) and Ostend (3). Night raid - the bombers found 
the target completely obscured by cloud but all bombed the primary. Cloud prevented any attack on 
Ostend, some bombs were brought back by both squadrons. 

27 Nov 

No operations. P/O Allen returned to 101 Squadron after returning from France by devious routes 
after forced-landing on his return from Turin on 9 September 1941. 

28 Nov 

Operations cancelled owing to bad weather. A Hampden of 144 Squadron landed after successfully 
bombing Dusseldorf. 

29 Nov 

A Wellington of 214 Squadron returning to base crashed a mile south-west of Oakington at 15.45 
hours. Five members of the crew were killed, one crew member admitted to Addenbrooke’s hospital. 

30 Nov 

7 Squadron (2+2 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (10 + 4 Wellingtons), targeted Hamburg (2+10) and 
Emden (2+4). A break in the weather offered an opportunity to resume our bombing offensive and 
both squadrons were called upon. Night raid - all Stirlings bombed primary target. One Wellington 
returned early with rev-counter trouble, and of the remaining aircraft only three attacked the primary 
target. Cuxhaven, Emden, and a built-up area on Nordstrand Island were attacked as alternatives. 

Sgt Dowling, having failed to locate primary, returned with full bomb load and Sgt Diemer was 
forced to jettison his bombs whilst taking evasive action from three fighters. Two sorties failed to 
return. Sgt Willison's last signal intimated that he was almost down in the sea. Sgt Winfield sent a 
signal ’mission completed' but his last fix was qualified by the message that he was landing in sea 
near the coast. 181 aircraft took part on the Hamburg raid. The Wellington attack on Emden was 
reduced to three due to sickness, and intermittent engine failure prevented P/O Clough from 
reaching the target. The other two aircraft attacked the target successfully. A total of 50 aircraft 
bombed Emden. 

Nov 

1941 

7 Squadron detailed 47 sorties during the month, of these 5 cancelled, 15 aborted, 5 were partially 
successful and 22 were successful. 

A total of 222,440 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

101 Squadron detailed 46 sorties, of these 2 cancelled, 17 were aborted, 2 were partially successful 
and 25 were successful. 

A total of 82,550 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

01 Dec 

Persistent fog throughout the period 01-06 December kept all our aircraft grounded. 

Operations planned for three occasions had to be cancelled. 

07 Dec 

7 Squadron (3 + 4 Stirlings), target Brest (3) and Operation Trinity (4). One of the three sorties 
attacked the dock area in which German battleships were sheltering and the other two bombers had 
to abandon the target due to engine problems. 

101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Boulogne. Five aircraft attacked primary target; two flare-paths 
in the Boulogne area were also attacked. 

08 Dec 

The weather was not very promising and operations planned for 7 Squadron were cancelled early in 
the day, but it was hoped that three Freshmen sorties from 101 Squadron would go ahead, before 
they too were cancelled. 
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09 Dec 7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Ruhr. Daylight raid - primary target abandoned as cloud base too 
low but an attack was carried out on a tanker and two escorting flak ships - both Stirlings were 
damaged. Two attacks were made by F/O Ellis-Brown and one near-miss was seen. The fire from 
the flak ships was extremely heavy and accurate and a hit on the port wing undercarriage resulted 
in its collapse on landing back at base. No casualties were sustained by the crew of this aircraft but 
the navigator on F/Lt Crebbin’s machine was wounded by shrapnel as he was preparing to bomb, 
and no bombing attack was delivered. The flak ships were raked with machine-gun fire 

10 Dec Operations planned but cancelled due to poor weather. 

11 Dec 7 Squadron (4 + 3 Stirlings), target Operation Trinity (4) and Cologne (3). One failed to take-off and 

two returned early. P/O Bayley reached the target and bombed - results unknown. All three reached 
the primary target at Cologne - results unknown. 

12 Dec 7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Operation Trinity. Three aircraft bombed the target area, the other 

flown by P/O Matkin reached the objective but on landing it was found that the bombs had never left 
the aircraft! 

13 Dec 101 Squadron (11 Wellingtons), target Operation Scuttle ‘A’. Cancelled due to poor weather. 

Information received that Sgts Campbell and Worley of 101 Squadron are safe in Gibraltar - the 
entire crew of P/O Allen missing on 10 September 1941 have now been accounted for. 

14 Dec Operations cancelled, owing to poor weather. 

15 Dec 7 Squadron (4 Stirlings + 2 Stirlings formating + 1 Stirling) made up of Operation Trinity (4 + 2) and 

Ostend (1). Three aircraft completed mission and the fourth jettisoned two bombs whilst taking 
evasive action over the target and returned to base with the remaining three bombs. One of the 
formating Stirlings bombed but F/Sgt Nicholls brought back four bombs after failing to see the target. 
One Stirling Freshmen successfully attacked Ostend. 

16 Dec 7 Squadron (4 + 2 Stirlings), target Operation Trinity (4) and Ostend (2). Two bombers found the 

target. P/O Matkin was unable to make bombing run owing to intensity of flak. F/Lt Parnell failed to 
locate target and brought three bombs back. 

17 Dec Notification received of the award of DFM to Sgt Ferguson of 7 Squadron. 

101 Squadron (6 + 2) Wellingtons, targets Brest (6) and Le Havre (2). Five aircraft attacked the 
dock area, the remaining aircraft failed to find target and brought bombs back. Cloud rendered 
abortive the two Freshmen sorties and most bombs were brought back. 

18 Dec 7 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target Brest. The attack on Brest by 101 Squadron on the night of 17 

December was followed up by a heavy bomber raid on the next day (day raid). Sgt Green, pilot of 
the spare aircraft returned to base due to engine trouble. A strong force of enemy fighters awaited 
the bombers a few miles north-west of Brest - despite this the Stirlings pressed home their attack in 
spite of intense heavy flak. Visibility was excellent and W/Cdr Graham saw all his bombs burst 
across the twin docks. An Me 109 that attempted to intercept the bomber was shot down and was 
seen to crash. P/O Bayley turning away after bombing was attacked from dead astern. The enemy 
fighter was hit by accurate fire from the bomber's rear turret, it dived steeply and the pilot was seen 
to bail out. W/O Taylor claimed one enemy aircraft destroyed and one damaged. F/Sgt Heard's 
aircraft was severely damaged by fire from several fighters - the astrodome was shot away and the 
engineer received a head wound. This machine made a crashed landing at base and caught fire but 
the crew escaped. F/Sgt Taylor's aircraft was attacked by three fighters after he had bombed the 
target but by skilful flying he enabled both rear and top gunners to get good bursts at one of them 
which dived steeply in flames. Great credit was also due to P/O Matkin for his crash landing at base. 
After bombing he enabled his gunner to beat off several fighter attacks and although the hydraulics 
system was rendered useless by enemy fire, his gunners probably destroyed one aircraft and 
damaged another. Despite the undercarriage being badly shot up, P/O Matkin still made an 
excellent landing on one wheel. Two Stirlings failed to return to base. S/Ldr Jennes after an attempt 
to format on two Stirlings, was compelled to turn away towards the French coast with his machine 
on fire. The rear gunner and two other members of the crew were seen to bail out and the aircraft 
force landed in the sea. F/Lt Parnell was also missing from this operation. 

19 Dec Operations cancelled due to poor weather. 

20 Dec Information received that Sgts Cooke, Heaton, Winfield, Cleeve, Davis and Johnson, all of 101 

Squadron are PoWs. Congratulatory signal received from Chief of Air Staff on successful operation 
of 18 December. 
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21 Dec 

Further bad weather caused cancellation of operations. Signal received from Flag Officer 

Submarines, via AOC-in-C, HQBC, regarding daylight operation on 18 December 7 do congratulate 
you. 1 do not think 1 will bother to send my submarines to sea next time’. 

22 Dec 

Both units stood down. 

23 Dec 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (8 Wellingtons), target Brest. Yet another night trip to 

Brest for both squadrons. 7 Squadron 'B' cancelled owing to engine trouble. Remaining aircraft 
reached the target area. Three Trinity machines were provided. 101 Squadron ’J’ landed after 20 
minutes with oil-pressure failure. Remaining aircraft reached the target area. 'IT and 'S' landed at 
Boscombe Down and Cranfield respectively after operations. All other aircraft of both squadrons 
reached the target area where a warm reception awaited them The area was bombed and 
searchlights machine-gunned but no definite pinpoints were possible due to a smoke screen. Large 
fires were seen burning in the target area; three sorties reported that these were still visible from the 
English coast. 

A Wellington of 305 Squadron landed at Oakington after bombing Cologne. 

Information received that the following of crew members of 101 Squadron, missing while on 
operations on 30 November 1941, are dead: Sgts Diamond, Taylor, Willison and Williams. 

24 Dec 

Both units stood down. 

25 Dec 

Christmas Day saw both squadrons standing by for Operation Fuller but in spite of this the festivities 
were thoroughly enjoyed by all. (Fuller was the anticipated breakout of the German warships from 
Brest (codenamed Operation Cerberus by the Germans), culminating in the Swordfish attack in 
February 1942). 

26 Dec 

Both units still standing by for Operation Fuller. Three aircraft from 7 Squadron were detailed to 
attack Brest, but operations were cancelled. 

27 Dec 

Signal received notifying the immediate award of DFC the following 7 Squadron personnel to 

W/O NL Taylor and W/Cdr HR Graham, DSO. The DFM was awarded to Sgt DE de Joux. 

27 Dec 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Operation Trinity, Brest. F/O Ellis-Brown abandoned task owing to 
severe icing and jettisoned two 2,000-lb bombs in sea and a 1,000-lb bomb at Berner’s Heath. 

F/Lt Crebbin bombed target area and saw flashes south of the river. 

101 Squadron (12 Wellingtons), target Dusseldorf. 'D' developed engine trouble before take-off and 
cancelled. ’U’ had engine trouble, 'Z oxygen and intercom failure, ’S’ heating failure, ’V’ engine 
trouble - all abandoned task and returned to base with bombs. T also abandoned primary owing to 
engine trouble but bombed Neuss. The other aircraft bombed the target with the exception of ’Y' 

(P/O Pelmore) which failed to return. 

27 Dec 

A Whitley of 138 Squadron landed after attacking the Nordingborg? Island electricity works 
(Vordingbord perhaps). 

28 Dec 

101 Squadron (2 Wellingtons), target Dunkirk. One sortie did not take-off owing to fractured priming 
pipe and the other aircraft jettisoned bombs owing to engine failure. 

29 Dec 

Operations cancelled, owing to poor weather. 

Dec 

1941 

7 Squadron detailed 38 sorties during the month - of these 3 cancelled, 12 aborted, 2 were partially 
successful and 21 were successful. 

A total of 423,150 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

101 Squadron detailed 39 sorties, of which 6 cancelled, 9 aborted, 2 were partially successful and 

22 were successful. 

A total of 80,260 lbs of bombs were dropped. 
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Appendix 4 - Summary of Operations 1942 


01 Jan 

Operation Trinity for two aircraft of 7 Squadron cancelled. 

02 Jan 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Brest. Two aircraft detailed as Trinity operations. No identification of 
target possible but both Trinity and three others bombed Brest area. P/O Hart returned with full 
bomb load and P/O Heard jettisoned part of his load on Berner's Heath. A total of 31 aircraft took 
part. 

101 Squadron: (6 Wellingtons), target German battleships. An airmen at Bourn had the unique 
experience of being run over by a Wellington captained by Sgt House and although he escaped 
without serious injury, the ensuring delay led to the cancellation of this sortie. The other five bombed 
the target but little was seen except for some incendiaries burning. (Note: This raid may be the 
same as the one above). 

03 Jan 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings) - an Operation Trinity raid. P/O Batley bombed through cloud, but P/O 

Pilling abandoned the mission owing to defective instruments. 

04 Jan 

Unfavourable weather caused cancellation of eleven sorties of 101 Squadron 04/05 January. 

06 Jan 

101 Squadron (4 + 1 Wellingtons), target Brest (4) and Freshman (1) Cherbourg. Four aircraft of 

101 Squadron detailed to attack a special aiming point in Brest and one Freshman sortie to attack 
Cherbourg docks. Cloud cover prevented any positive observation of results but all sorties to Brest 
reported a prolonged glow under the clouds after bombing, the Freshmen's bombs started a large 
fire in the dock area. 

07 Jan 

One Freshman sortie of 101 Squadron cancelled. 

08 Jan 

Information received that S/Ldr Jennens, Sgts Webb, Davies, Lister and Smith are PoWs, missing 
on 18 December. 

09 Jan 

101 Squadron (11 Wellingtons), target Brest. Eleven aircraft of 101 Squadron detailed to attack a 
special aiming point on Brest. Icing conditions were encountered which caused temporary engine 
failure of Sgt Attwood’s aircraft and he returned early. The remaining aircraft bombed the target. 

A total of 82 aircraft took part. 

10 Jan 

101 Squadron (8 + 1 Wellingtons), target Wilhelmshaven (7) and Freshman on Boulogne (1). Six 
aircraft dropped bombs on the target - bursts were seen close to the railway station. P/O Fooks 
reported engine trouble as he left the target but he nursed his machine home and landed at 

Oakington. A total of 124 aircraft took part. The Freshman was successful. 

Notification received of the award of the DFC to F/O McLeod and P/O Bayley, both of 7 Squadron. 

11 Jan 

Both units stood down. 

12 Jan 

Operations planned for 101 Squadron cancelled due to fog. 

13 Jan 

101 Squadron at four-hour standby for Operation ‘Fuller Minor’ but this was cancelled due to poor 
weather. ( Fuller Minor was part of the RAF involvement with the warships in Brest) 

14 Jan 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (7 + 1 Wellingtons), target Hamburg (7) and Emden (1). 
Hamburg was the target chosen for seven sorties of 101 and two of 7 Squadron. Two aborted: P/O 

Hart of 7 Squadron returned with engine trouble after jettisoning his bomb load and Sgt Attwood of 

101 Squadron abandoned the mission because his aircraft's heating system failed. One Stirling and 
six Wellingtons bombed the target. A total of 95 aircraft took part. In addition the aircraft detailed to 
attack Emden bombed west of Grosses Lake. On return the starboard engine of Sgt Dowling's plane 
cut out and he landed at West Raynham. 

15 Jan 

Both units stood down. 

16 Jan 

Operations planned for 101 Squadron cancelled owing to poor weather. 

17 Jan 

7 Squadron - unknown number of Stirlings, target Soesterberg aerodrome. P/O Hart's aircraft was 
shot up by one of our own convoys - the port outer engine was hit and the propeller was lost. On 
landing at base, he was unable to throttle back and he overshot the aerodrome, crashing onto the 
railway. The crew sustained no injuries but the aircraft was written-off. 

F/Sgt Taylor's aircraft, (7 Squadron), while flying locally crashed in mid-air with a Hurricane from 

Sutton Bridge - there were no survivors from either aircraft. 

18 Jan 

All operations cancelled. 

19 Jan 

Both units stood down. Information received that Sgts Warburton and Hutton were interned at 

Madrid. They were gunners of P/O Ashton's crew, missing after being detailed to attack Cologne on 

31 September 1941. 
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Appendix IV (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1942 

20 Jan 

101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Emden. Six night sorties of 101 Squadron were briefed to 
attack Emden. Two aircraft aborted, one due to engine trouble and the other due to heating failure. 

Sgt Chapman's aircraft is missing. All other aircraft bombed the target except one (Sgt Hunt) which 
bombed Oldenburg by mistake. A total of 25 aircraft took part. 

Sgt Charles Spencer of 101 Squadron was awarded the DFM. 

21 Jan 

101 Squadron (2 Wellingtons) - two Freshmen were detailed to attack the docks at Boulogne. 

Sgt Ward failed to take-off due to a defective turret and the other sortie abandoned the primary 
target as it was obscured by cloud and bombed a flare-path near Calais instead. 

22 Jan 

101 Squadron (8 + 1 Wellingtons), target Munster (8) and Dunkirk (1). Munster was the city chosen 
for the attention of our bombers. Seven aircraft took-off - visibility was excellent and the target was 
clearly identified and bombed by four of the aircraft. P/O Laing abandoned the mission owing to 
engine trouble and jettisoned his bomb load. Sgt House abandoned the primary and successfully 
attacked the docks at Dunkirk on discovering his rear turret was u/s. The other sortie jettisoned his 
bombs 40 miles west of the primary (engine trouble). Dunkirk was attacked by the Freshman. 

23 Jan 

Both squadrons stood down 23-30 January. 

31 Jan 

Information received that P/O Pelmore, Sgts Anderson, Johnson, Williams all of 101 Squadron were 
killed in action. They failed to return from an operation to Dusseldorf on 27 December 1941. 

Three Whitleys of 4 Group landed here from an operational mission. 

A programme of training had reduced the operational effort by the two squadrons for this month. 

Jan 

1942 

7 Squadron carried out 12 sorties for the month, 5 aborted, 6 partially successful and 2 successful, 
dropping a total of 57,000 lbs bombs. 

101 Squadron - 56 sorties, 3 cancelled, 6 aborted, 8 partially successful and 38 successful, 
dropping a total of 144,160 lbs of bombs 

01 Feb 

101 Squadron began to re-equip with Wellington Mk Ills which replacing the earlier Mk Ic. 

02 Feb 

No operations. Personnel engaged in removing snow from the runways. 

03 Feb 

Squadrons on stand-by 03/04 February 

05 Feb 

Notification received that the body of Sgt Tucker of 7 Squadron was washed ashore on 29 October 
1941 and is now buried in the Municipal Cemetery in Noordwijk. This is the second member of W/O 
Fletcher's crew to be accounted for, after being missing from operations on 29 September 1941. 

06 Feb 

Official German source states that P/O Van Buskirk and entire crew were buried in North Cemetery 
Dusseldorf. P/O Van Buskirk was missing from operations on 7/8 November 1941. 

07 Feb 

Both squadrons available for Fuller Operations between 7 and 11 February. 

11 Feb 

To relieve pressure on Oakington, 101 Squadron from this date operated out of the satellite airfield 
at Bourn. ( Note: for completeness details of this squadron's activities as well as subsequent units at 
Bourn will be covered in this report but only until the satellites become self-accounting.) 

12 Feb 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (4 Wellingtons) - the mission as to search for German 
battleships. The Wellingtons were unable to locate the targets and only a brief glimpse was made by 
the Stirlings. 

13 Feb 

101 Squadron (1 Wellington), a Freshman to attack docks at Le Havre. Aircraft returned early with 

IFF failure. 

14 Feb 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target ‘Exercise Crackers’ (?) Details unknown. 

15 Feb 

A Stirling of 218 Squadron landed at Oakington after bombing Le Havre. 

16 Feb 

101 Squadron (1 Wellington), target Lille. Nickels raid. 

17 Feb 

Both units stood down 17/18 February. 

19 Feb 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Exercise Crackers. Details unknown. 

20 Feb 

2 Freshmen of 7 Squadron cancelled. 

21 Feb 

Both units stood down. 

22 Feb 

Persistent bad weather prevented operations, detailed for the period 22 to 28 February. 

(AM Sir Arthur T Harris became C-in-C Bomber Command today). 

Feb 

1942 

7 Squadron took part in 12 sorties during the month, 10 were cancelled, 2 aborted and none were 
successful. No bombs were dropped. 

101 Squadron took part in 7 sorties - 1 was cancelled, 5 aborted and 1 was successful. 

A total of 3,500 lbs of bombs were dropped. 
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Appendix IV (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1942 

01 Mar Freshmen sorties cancelled between 01/02 March. 

02 Mar All operations cancelled. 

03 Mar 7 Squadron (9 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (3 Wellingtons) target Renault works at Billancourt. The 
factory in the town of Boulogne-Billancourt just west of Paris was making around 18,000 lorries a 
year for the German forces. 235 aircraft were therefore detailed to destroy it. Photographic 
reconnaissance proved conclusively the accuracy of bombing. One aircraft of 7 Squadron failed to 
locate the primary and attacked Dieppe instead. The remaining sorties attacked within a space of 
ten minutes. Hits were claimed on the diesel engine shop and power station. Evasive action was 
necessary from friendly aircraft on their bombing run. (The largest raid by the RAF on a single target 
to date - 235 aircraft). 

Two Halifax aircraft of 35 Squadron attempted to land here after bombing the Renault works, but 
one aircraft had been hit by flak and crash landed at Rampton, both port engines having cut-out on 
the approach. 

04 Mar Both units stood down 04-07 March. 

08 Mar 7 Squadron (8 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (8 Wellingtons), target Krupps works at Essen. Visibility 
over target was good but accurate assessment of results was handicapped by flares which were 
bursting too high. This resulted in the incendiaries being spread over a wide area and the primary 
objective of the raid (intended as a concentrated attack) was defeated. Seven aircraft attacked and 
good fires were started over the target area. Seven aircraft of 101 Squadron attacked the target. 

P/O Luin failed to return. A total of 211 aircraft took part including 27 Stirlings and 115 Wellingtons. 

09 Mar 7 Squadron (10 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Krupps works at Essen. Essen 
was again the target, but avoiding the mistakes of the previous attack, aircraft flew in at a lower 
altitude to drop their flares and the target was well illuminated. Only five out of the ten Stirlings 
attacked. The effort was reduced by engine trouble, failure of special equipment (probably Gee) and 
sickness of the crew. P/O Pilling reported that his incendiaries fell in the centre of the Krupps works, 
starting a fire visible for 60 miles. 

Two out of the six Wellingtons aborted, one owing to engine trouble and the other because of failed 
special equipment. The remaining sorties accomplished their missions. But 'G' (Sgt Ward) was hit 
by flak and was diverted to Newmarket with undercarriage failure. As his compass was also 
defective, he returned to Oakington instead and crash landed, swinging into a Wellington of 304 
Squadron with the result that both aircraft were destroyed. Sgt Ward was seriously wounded and 
the remainder of the crew except the rear gunner sustained burns. The Polish crew of the other 
Wellington had already left their machine and were uninjured. 

187 aircraft took part including 21 Stirlings and 136 Wellingtons. 

10 Mar No operations planned due to bad weather for the period between 10-12 March. 

13 Mar 7 Squadron (8 + 1 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (9 Wellingtons), targets Cologne (17) and Dunkirk 

docks (1). 

To an operation planned on similar lines to the attacks on Essen, 7 Squadron contributed eight and 
101 Squadron nine sorties. The Wellingtons constituted part of the flare force, all dropped their 
flares on the target area which they were able to identify visually. On leaving Cologne, large fires 
were visible as the incendiary aircraft followed them in the attack. Flight Sgt Calendar's machine 
was hit by flak which rendered his undercarriage u/s so he was diverted to Newmarket making a 
successful belly landing there - all crew uninjured. Owing to failure of special equipment or engine 
failure, three Stirlings failed to reach the target, but the other five bombed the target with satisfactory 
results. A total of 135 aircraft took part. The Freshman detailed to attack the docks at Dunkirk, failed 
to locate his primary and attacked an 'aerodrome' six miles south-east of Dunkirk. It is feared that he 
had been sold a ’dummy'. 

14 Mar No operations planned owing to bad weather in the period 14-18 March. 

19 Mar 101 Squadron (5 Wellingtons), target Ruhr. Daylight nuisance raids, with Essen being as specific 

target. One aircraft was ordered to take-off at 13.00 hours and send a signal as to weather 
conditions; this proved to be unsuitable and the aircraft returned and made a successful landing in 
thick fog at Oakington. Three 500-lb bombs were jettisoned in the sea and the remainder was 
brought back. 

Sgt Ward of 101 Squadron awarded the DFM. 

20 Mar No operations planned for the period 20-24 March, owing to poor weather. 
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Appendix IV (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1942 

25 Mar 7 Squadron (11 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (9 Wellingtons), target Essen. 7 Squadron detailed 11 

sorties for the incendiary force in another attack on Essen. Four aircraft abandoned the mission, two 
with engine failure, the others with oxygen and ASI failure respectively. The remaining seven sorties 
attacked the target using a TR fix (Gee) although it could be seen visually. Many fires were started 
as the aircraft turned away. Six Wellingtons carried flares and four of these were satisfied that they 
had illuminated the target; one abandoned the mission with engine failure. The other reached the 
target area but could not definitely pinpoint his position as his special equipment was defective so 
he returned to base with all of his flares. Three sorties were loaded with incendiaries and two 
bombed the centre of the town and one aircraft returned with full load as engine trouble developed. 

A total of 254 aircraft took part including 26 Stirlings and 192 Wellingtons. 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target St Nazaire docks. Two Freshmen found the target and dropped their 
bombs. Unfortunately S/Ldr Leigh-Smith failed to locate St Nazaire and was off-course on his return. 
Petrol ran out and four crew members bailed out over North Wales. The captain and the remaining 
two crews ditched the Stirling in the sea off Barmouth and reached the shore in their dinghy. 

The Permanent Under-Secretary of State for Air, Sir Arthur William Street, G/Cpt Sir Louis Greig 
and AVM JEA Baldwin visited RAF Oakington. 

26 Mar 7 Squadron (3 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Essen. Two of the three Stirlings 

took-off and successfully bombed the target, the Krupps works receiving 24 x 250-lb incendiaries. 
Unfortunately P/O Heard failed to return to base and from reports received from one of the Stirlings 
and a Wellington that were over the target at the same time, there is little doubt that he was shot 
down by a fighter. A Stirling flying on a level course north of Essen was seen to be caught and held 
in searchlights - sprayed repeatedly with bursts of tracer, it dived to the ground and exploded. 

Three parachutes were seen descending. Wing Commander Chapman, succeeding W/Cdr Graham 
in command of 7 Squadron was the 2nd pilot of this aircraft. Three out of six Wellingtons dropped 
their flares. Failure of equipment and inability to identify the target halved the squadron's 
contribution. A total of 115 aircraft took part. 7 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Le Havre docks. 
Successful Freshman sortie. 

27 Mar Both units stood down. 

28 Mar 7 Squadron (10 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (8 Wellingtons), target Lubeck. The island in the centre 

of the town was the aiming point, visibility was perfect. Early arrivals found the target and fires were 
seen raging throughout the area. P/O Taylor was thrown off his course by defective calibration of his 
special equipment and then intercepted by a Ju 88 off Heligoland. The enemy aircraft was shot 
down over the sea. The combat delayed the Stirling plus minor engine trouble, induced the captain 
to return to base. He dropped his bombs on Heligoland and started a fire there. Back over the 
primary the good visibility enabled enemy night fighters to shoot down three Stirlings. All eight of 
101 Squadron aircraft attacked the primary and F/Lt Watts who was detailed to attack the machine 
tool factory, saw his bombs burst near the aiming point. A total of 234 aircraft took part. 

Two ‘nickelling’ sorties for 7 Squadron cancelled. 

The OBE was awarded to G/Cpt Cyril Douglas Adams, Officer Commanding RAF Oakington. 

(One night in November 1941, an aircraft, fully laden with petrol, bombs and several thousand 
rounds of ammunition, crashed shortly after taking off and came to rest in an orchard, where it burst 
into flames. Long grass in the vicinity became ignited from burning petrol and some trees caught 
fire. Group Captain Adams, who was in his car on the aerodrome at the time, immediately drove to 
the scene and was the first to arrive there. With complete disregard of his personal safety he 
entered the aircraft and searched for survivors. While so doing, ammunition was exploding in 
profusion and Group Captain Adams was well aware of the presence of a number of heavy bombs 
under the floor on which he stood. Despite the growing intensity of the heat and the imminent 
danger from the bombs, he extricated and took to a place of safety an airman who was seriously 
injured and then extinguished the flames on the airman's clothing. Group Captain Adams then 
covered the casualty with his own overcoat, returned to the aircraft and, finding no other survivors, 
successfully removed the body of a dead airman. By his gallant action, this officer undoubtedly 
saved the life of the injured airman." [London Gazette -31 March 1942]) 

29 Mar All operations cancelled 30/31 March. 

7 Squadron detailed 65 sorties during the month of which 17 were aborted, 3 were partially 
March successful and 42 were successful. A total of 47,920 lbs bombs were dropped. 

1942 ioi Squadron took part in 55 sorties for the month, of which 5 cancelled, 9 were aborted and 41 
were successful. A total of 43,620 lbs of bombs, plus 742 flares were dropped. 
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Appendix IV (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1942 

01 Apr 

101 Squadron (4 Wellingtons), target Le Havre docks. Four Freshmen took-off but one returned 
early and landed at Feltwell. The remaining aircraft bombed the target. Two Hampdens of 408 
Squadron and 16 OTU landed here. 

02 Apr 

101 Squadron (3 Wellingtons), mission gardening off Quiberon Bay. This was the first mining 
operation carried out by 101 Squadron. One crew successfully planted their 'vegetables', one 
returned after failing to locate the target area. Sgt Weaver and crew missing. 

The DFM was awarded to Sgt Arnold of 7 Squadron. Notification was received that the body of Sgt 
Highfield was found floating in the sea off Blankenberge close to where his aircraft of 101 Squadron, 
returning from a raid on Cologne on 10/11 October had crashed. 

03 Apr 

Operations cancelled, owing to bad weather for the period 03/04 April. 

05 Apr 

7 Squadron (7 + 1 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (9 Wellingtons), targets Cologne (16), Le Havre (1). 

A large scale raid planned against Cologne. Five Stirlings successfully bombed the target. F/O 

Pilling was hit by an incendiary bomb, east of the target and had to jettison his bomb load. Sgt 
Tomkins returned early and jettisoned part of his load over the east coast of England. Great credit is 
due to Sgt Davies for bringing his aircraft back safely. Hit by flak after bombing, his port inner 
propeller was shot away and the other prop was damaged. His machine dropped to 100 feet before 
he could get the aircraft under control but he managed to get it back to base. Two aircraft of 101 
Squadron were bogged and could not take-off. The remaining seven, four carrying flares, two with 
incendiaries and the other with a bomb load accomplished the mission. A total of 263 aircraft took 
part including 29 Stirlings and 179 Wellingtons. 

The Freshman failed to locate Le Havre and returned with full bomb racks. 

06 Apr 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons), target Essen. A late take-off was 
ordered to avoid bad weather and 101 Squadron's effort was reduced by two aircraft. No sortie was 
able to reach the target due to severe electrical storms over the North Sea and all aircraft returned 
to base. 

07 Apr 

Both squadrons stood down. 

08 Apr 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (9 Wellingtons), target Hamburg. Two Stirlings attacked 
the target - results not known. P/O Winch's aircraft was unable to climb above icing cloud so 
bombed Terschelling instead and the remaining four Stirlings returned early due to the icing 
conditions. Two aircraft of 101 Squadron aborted and seven attacked the primary - glow of several 
fires seen through the cloud. A total of 272 aircraft took part. 

09 Apr 

Both units stood down. 

10 Apr 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (10 Wellingtons), target Essen. Four Stirlings attacked 
the primary, S/Ldr Lay while turning away having bombed the target was attacked by an Me 109. 

Both rear and mid-upper turrets fired at the enemy aircraft. The Me 109 dived steeply in flames and 
is claimed as destroyed. Sickness of rear gunner and an injury to a front gunner reduced 7 

Squadron's effort. Seven Wellingtons bombed the target. Engine failure, defective heating and 
oxygen failure caused the three sorties to turn back. Most crews reported 7-9/1 Oths cloud over 
target but definite identification was occasionally possible and many fires were started, two in the 
old town. A total of 254 aircraft took part. 

11 Apr 

Operations planned for both squadrons cancelled owing to possibility of at base on return. 

12 Apr 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Essen. Five Stirlings (part of the 
incendiary force) attacked the target, Sgt Tomkins returned early after jettisoning his bombs and 

W/O Nicholls brought back his bombs as his front turret was u/s. P/O Winch was diverted to 
Newmarket on his return with undercarriage u/s and made a successful belly landing there. The six 
Wellingtons detailed for the flare force all dropped flares over the target area. Unfortunately one 
flare was caught in the bomb doors of Sgt Chaundy's machine after he had landed at Waterbeach 
and ignited on being released - the aircraft was burnt out. Four aircraft of 101 Squadron carried 
incendiaries but Sgt Cowley returned early, the others bombed the target area. A total of 251 aircraft 
took part. 

13 Apr 

101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons) - gardening, target unknown. Five completed the mission, but Sgt 
Cowley brought Vegetables’ back after failing to locate the target area. 

14 Apr 

7 Squadron (5 + 2 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (4 Wellingtons), targets Dortmund (9) and Amrum 
Island (2). Four of five Stirling sorties attacked the primary and Sgt Runciman abandoned his 
mission near Bonn, on finding his aircraft sluggish in evasive action, and jettisoned his bombs in the 
North Sea. P/O Winch's aircraft was attacked by a Ju 88 and he claims to have destroyed it. l—> 
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Appendix IV (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1942 

14 Apr 

contd 

Four aircraft of 101 Squadron dropped their flares across the target area. A total of 208 aircraft took 
part. The two Freshmen Stirlings ordered to lay mines off Amrum Island - only one was successful, 
the other failed to locate the target area 

15 Apr 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron: (4 Wellingtons) and (2 Wellingtons), targets Dortmund 
(10) and St Nazaire (2). One aircraft jettisoned his load. The Stirlings and our aircraft of 101 

Squadron carried flares and the other two carried incendiaries. One aircraft cancelled. Nothing more 
was heard of Sgt Nesbitt after take-off. 

Two aircraft of 101 Squadron returned with their flares as visual identification of the target was not 
possible. A total of 152 aircraft took part. One of the gardening Stirlings managed to plant his 
vegetables accurately but the other was 4.5 miles south-east of the point. 

16 Apr 

Both units stood down. 

17 Apr 

7 Squadron (7 + 1 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (9 Wellingtons), targets Hamburg (16) and Le Havre 
(1). Five Stirlings carried incendiaries and two carried HE. With the exception of two aircraft 
returning early owing to engine trouble and failure to identify, all other aircraft reached the target 
area where HE and incendiaries were dropped. Six Wellingtons carried incendiaries and three 
carried HE. Engine trouble caused one aircraft to return early and another jettisoned its bombs 
owing to inability to gain height. Apart from two aircraft that failed to return, the others reached the 
target area. A total of 173 aircraft took part. 

The Freshman was unable to identify the target and returned to base (five 500-lb GP bombs were 
jettisoned and eleven 500-lb GP bombs were brought back). 

18 Apr 

Two aircraft of 7 Squadron took part in a search operation over the North Sea for a missing aircraft, 
(not found). 

19 Apr 

Operations cancelled. 

20 Apr 

Information received from International Red Cross of the death of P/O Hart and Sgt Ellis, 7 Sqn 
missing on 28 March 1942 during an attack on LGbeck. 

HRH The Duke of Gloucester accompanied by AVM JEA Baldwin visited RAF Oakington. 

21 Apr 

Both units stood down. 

22 Apr 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings), target Kiel Bay, Seven aircraft successful. W/O Nicholls spent 75 minutes 
trying to locate but failed and brought all vegetables back. F/O Tayler returned early with defective 

W/T and compass. 

101 Squadron (9 Wellingtons), target Cologne. This was an experimental raid with all aircraft fitted 
with the 'Gee' navigational aid. Five aircraft successful but visibility over the target was very poor. 

One aircraft cancelled, two returned early with engine trouble, and the other abandoned his mission 
after being shot at over Ostend. A total of 64 Wellingtons took part, to which 101 Squadron supplied 
nine aircraft. 

23 Apr 

7 Squadron (10 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons), target Rostock. Nine Stirlings identified 
and bombed the target. Two crews confirmed that the Heinkel works was ablaze. The abortive sortie 
was the result of an interception by a Ju 88 after crossing the coast of Denmark. Severe damage 
was sustained to the Stirling but Sgt Runciman skilfully nursed his machine back to base. He 
ordered four members of the crew to bail out who landed safely near Oakington. Sgt Runciman then 
made a force landing at Newmarket. 

One Wellington was lost from this operation but the remaining six sorties were successful. A total of 
161 aircraft took part including 31 Stirlings and 93 Wellingtons. 

Information received of the death of P/O Myring, Sgts Cooper and Voider. These were members of 

Sgt Weaver's crew (101 Squadron), missing from the unit’s first gardening operation. 

24 Apr 

Both units stood down. 

25 Apr 

7 Squadron (2 + 2 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), targets aircraft works at Rostock (8) 
and Dunkirk (2). Fires seen in the target area were less scattered than the previous attack, and 
observation was difficult owing to the smoke. The Heinkel works was seen to be hit by bombs 
dropped by Sgt Tomkins of 7 Squadron. F/O Tayler jettisoned his bombs in the North Sea and 
returned early with compass trouble. This was 7 Squadron's only unsuccessful sortie, but fighter 
interception near the Danish coast compelled two Wellingtons to return early. Sgt Llewellyn’s 
machine sustained heavy damage from two Ju 88s but he still managed to get his aircraft back to 
base. Sgt Early jettisoned his bomb load and evaded enemy aircraft after being hit. A total of 128 
aircraft took part. The two Freshmen identified and bombed the target at Dunkirk. 

26 Apr 

No operations. 
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27 Apr 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (5 + 1) Wellingtons, target Cologne (14), plus a 

Freshman. Seven aircraft of 7 Squadron were successful. F/O Winch jettisoned his bombs in the 

Wash and returned to base with his port inner engine damaged by fire. Sgt Davis jettisoned his load 
in open country near Le Cateau as his aircraft refused to gain height. One Wellington cancelled and 
one aborted with defective engine - three aircraft were successful. A total of 97 aircraft took part 
including 19 Stirlings and 76 Wellingtons. The Freshman of 101 Squadron failed to return. 

28 Apr 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (4 Wellingtons), target Kiel. Three Stirlings attacked the 
target, two sorties cancelled at take-off and three were aborted. S/Ldr Leigh-Smith successfully 
evaded an enemy fighter but had to jettison his bombs on Fohr Island. Sgt Flague was caught in 
searchlights and had to jettison his bombs as his aircraft refused to gain height after he had taken 
evasive action. F/Lt Pilling abandoned his mission owing to engine failure and dropped his bombs in 
the sea of Sylt. Three Wellingtons attacked the target at Kiel and S/Ldr Watts abandoned his 
mission as his engines were overheating and returned to base with full bomb load. 

A total of 88 aircraft took part including 15 Stirlings and 62 Wellingtons. 

29 Apr 

7 Squadron stood down. 101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target aluminium foundry at Gennevilliers. 

All attempted to bomb but two crews discovered on their return that their bombs had 'hung-up'. 

30 Apr 

Operations cancelled. 

April 

1942 

Both squadrons put up a very fine performance during the month. 7 Squadron have completed more 
than 100 sorties, this probably constituting a record for a Stirling unit. 101 Squadron detailed 122 
sorties, more than double the figure for March. It is very gratifying also to note the very few Stirlings 
that were cancelled owing to unserviceability. 

7 Squadron carried out 109 sorties during the month, 4 cancelled, 32 aborted, 3 partially successful 
and 70 were successful. 475,360 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

101 Squadron carried out 122 sorties, 10 cancelled, 31 aborted, 1 was partially successful and 

80 were successful. 203,460 lbs of bombs plus 652 flares were dropped. 

01 May 

No operations due to bad weather. 

02 May 

No operations due to bad weather. Information received from International Red Cross, of the death 
of F/O Heard and all members of his crew (7 Squadron), missing from an operation against Essen 
on 25 March 1942. Wing Commander Chapman, OC 7 Squadron was a member of this crew. 

03 May 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (2 Wellingtons), target Hamburg. This raid took place on 
the 100th Anniversary of the Great Fire of Hamburg. The target was obscured by cloud but the glow 
of many fires could be seen when the Stirlings were over the target. Three Stirlings aborted owing to 
engine trouble and one aircraft of 101 Squadron returned early with W/T receiver u/s. 

A total of 81 aircraft took part including 13 Stirlings and 43 Wellingtons. 

04 May 

Both units stood down. 

05 May 

7 Squadron (11 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (5 + 3) Wellingtons, targets Stuttgart (16) and shipping 
at Nantes (3). Eight Stirlings attacked the target area which was obscured by haze and no sortie 
was able to observe results. Sgt Lewis and crew failed to return. Two Stirlings aborted - P/O Hart 
after his escape hatch blew out and F/O Butterworth because he failed to locate the primary. Four 
Wellingtons attacked the target and F/Sgt Machin abandoned his mission owing to a defective 
engine. A total of 121 aircraft took part. Of the three Freshmen, F/Sgt Williams jettisoned his bombs 
in the sea off Littlehampton after failing to identify the target. F/Lt Edwards reported a large tanker 
ablaze in the docks after his bombs had fallen close to it. The remaining sortie estimated that his 
bombs had fallen over the river, one mile east of target. 

06 May 

Both units stood down. 

07 May 

7 Squadron (8 + 1 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (7 + 4 Wellingtons), mission mining operations in the 
Baltic (15) and St Nazaire docks (5). Mining operation in the Baltic successful. In addition, one 
Freshman of 7 Squadron and four of 101 were detailed to attack the docks at St Nazaire. Only two 
aircraft (both 101 Squadron) identified and bombed the objective - all other aircraft returned to base 
with full bomb racks. 

08 May 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target train ferry and landing area of 
Warnemunde. 

The eight sorties of 7 Squadron reached and identified the target but as Sgt Tomkin arrived late he 
bombed the aerodrome near Graal ( Graal-Muritz?). Five Wellingtons attacked the target. F/Sgt 

Machin returned early with sickness after jettisoning his bombs over Sylt. His rear gunner, Sgt Wade 
assisted him in flying the aircraft safely to base. A total of 193 aircraft took part. 
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09 May 

Both units stood down. 

10 May 

Operations against Bremen cancelled. 

11 May 

Information received from a German source of the death of Sgt Fulbeck (7 Squadron) missing from 
a raid on Stettin on 7 September 1941. 

12 May 

Operations cancelled during the period 12-14 May, owing to adverse weather conditions. 

15 May 

101 Squadron (4 Wellingtons), mission mining operations in Kiel Bay. Operations for 7 Squadron 
cancelled. Four aircraft of 101 successful in carrying out their mining operation. 

16 May 

Operations cancelled due to poor weather. 

17 May 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (4 Wellingtons), target Boulogne docks. All aircraft 
except F/Sgt Templeman (7 Squadron) returned either with their bombs or jettisoned in the sea. 

18 May 

Operations cancelled owing to poor weather. Camp inspection by AVM Baldwin, AOC, 3 Group. 

19 May 

7 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target Mannheim. Five Stirlings identified and bombed the target. Engine 
trouble caused many of the aborted sorties. Nothing was heard from three aircraft which failed to 
return. P/O Butterworth sustained extensive damage from a Ju 88 which he claims to have 
destroyed. One Wellington (Sgt Beecroft) is missing. A further two sorties failed to reach the target. 
P/O Callender with intercom failure and P/O Gardner by flak near Dunkirk - but bombed a built-up 
area between Trier and Saarbrucken and returned to base. The other two sorties attacked the 
primary. A total of 197 aircraft took part. 

20 May 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (3 Wellingtons), target St Nazaire. A successful raid. 

21 May 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), mission sea mining. Of the five Stirlings 
three were successful in finding the gardening area. All six Wellingtons brought their mines back to 
base. 

22 May 

Freshmen operations cancelled. W/Cdr BD Sellick awarded Bar to DFC. 

23 May 

Both units stood down 23-29 May. Information received that Sgt House, F/Sgt Mason, F/Sgt Willigar 
and Sgt Davis are all dead and that Sgts Simpson and Sykes are PoWs. This crew went missing on 
operations against Hamburg on 17 April 1942. 

23-29 

May 

Information also received that Sgt Hunt and crew (101 Squadron) are all dead. This crew was 
missing from operations on Dortmund on 15 April 1942. 

The International Red Cross also reported that Sgt Channdy, missing from operations on Rostock 
on 23 April 1942 is a PoW. Sgts Nesbett, Goulden and F/Sgt Dennis were killed - no mention was 
made of the other two members of the crew. 

30 May 

7 Squadron (19 Stirlings), 101 Squadron (12 Wellingtons) and 23 OTU (10 Wellingtons), target 
Cologne (the Thousand Bomber Raid). A memorable conclusion to a month of many cancellations 
took place today. More than a thousand aircraft of Bomber Command were detailed to attack 

Cologne. Oakington and its satellite contributed 41 aircraft, 33 of which were successful. Although 
most of the station's aircraft were in the first wave, fires were already burning as they turned away. 
Three Stirlings returned early with defective engines. F/Sgt Templeman was intercepted over 

Holland by an enemy fighter and jettisoned his bombs. The remaining 15 aircraft identified and 
bombed the target. Out of the twelve Wellington Ills operating out of Bourn, two returned early 
(engine and rear turret u/s) and two sorties failed to return to base. In addition ten Wellingtons ICs 
drawn from 23 OTU were operated out of Oakington and Bourn (five at each station). All were 
successful - S/Ldr Morton was intercepted by a Ju 88 near Haamstede and was shot down. 

A total of 1,047 aircraft took part, with 3 Group providing 88 Stirlings and 134 Wellingtons. 

31 May 

Large scale operations cancelled owing to bad weather. 

May 

1942 

7 Squadron took part in 78 sorties for the month of which 2 cancelled, 19 aborted, 1 was partially 
successful and 56 were successful. A total of 421,060 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

101 Squadron carried out 67 sorties, of which 5 cancelled, 25 were aborted, 1 was partially 
successful and 38 were successful. A total of 127,830 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

01 Jun 

7 Squadron (18 Stirlings), 101 Squadron (10 Wellingtons) and 23 OTU (9 Wellingtons), target Essen 
The month opened with another devastating attack on Ruhr, and Essen being the particular target 
chosen for the attention of 1,012 aircraft of Bomber Command. Out of the 18 Stirlings that took-off, 
two returned with turret failure and defective engines. P/O Runciman's aircraft was hit by flak near 
Wesel and with the rear gunner and observer being wounded. Nothing was heard from F/Lt Winch 
who was flying with G/Cpt Massey as second pilot. 14 aircraft found and attacked the target. /-* 
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01 Jun 

contd 

Four aircraft of 101 Squadron were part of the flare force and six had incendiary bombs - all 
attacked the target. An Me 109 tried to prevent Sgt Early from returning to base but was shot down. 

All nine 23 OTU aircraft attacked the target. (This was to be the second ‘Thousand Bomber Raid’. 

A total of 956 aircraft were despatched including 77 Stirlings and 545 Wellingtons.) 

02 Jun 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Essen. Seven Stirlings took-off. P/O Sanderson failed to return to 
base. A total of 195 aircraft took part. 

03 Jun 

101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons), target Bremen. Aircraft carried flares and successfully lit up the 
target. F/Lt Edwards was reported as missing. A total of 170 aircraft took part. 

04 Jun 

Both units stood down. 

05 Jun 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Essen. Only three Stirlings 
actually reached the target. P/O Matkin recognised Duisburg docks after his bombs had burst 
having originally thought that he was over Essen. P/O Hart, unable to gain height attacked an 
'aerodrome' at Alkmaar but this was probably a dummy. The other two sorties were abandoned 
owing to engine trouble. 101 Squadron's aircraft were successful with two carrying flares and the 
other four with incendiaries. A total of 180 aircraft took part. 

06 Jun 

Sgt Ferguson awarded the DFM. 

06 Jun 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Emden. A most successful attack 
on Emden. Six Stirlings bombed the target but one aircraft (F/O Tayler) failed to return. Five 
Wellingtons attacked the target and found it well illuminated. P/O Tregea abandoned the mission 
owing to defective aileron control. A total of 233 aircraft took part. 

07 Jun 

Both units stood down. 

08 Jun 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (5 + 1 Wellingtons), targets Essen (10) and Dieppe (1). 
The elusive Essen again - obscured on this occasion by cloud as well as the usual cover of 
industrial haze. Three Stirlings aborted. P/O Hart became ill and had to be assisted by his observer 
to fly the aircraft back to base. P/O Colwell returned early with intercom failure. Unable to penetrate 
searchlight defences and attacks by fighters, P/O Matkin returned to Zuiderzee before jettisoning his 
bombs so that his flares would not mislead subsequent sorties. The two remaining sorties attacked 
the target. The five Wellingtons were all successful. A total of 170 aircraft took part. The Freshman 
of 101 Squadron failed to locate Dieppe and returned to base after jettisoning half his bomb load. 

09 Jun 

Both units stood down 09/10 June. 

11 Jun 

Freshmen operations planned for 101 Squadron cancelled, owing to bad weather. 

12 Jun 

The station was honoured by a short visit by their Majesties the King and Queen. Arriving by train 
their Majesties were accompanied by AVM Baldwin, AOC 3 Group and were driven around the 
aerodrome and inspected aircraft and crew. 

No operations were possible owing to unfavourable Met. 

13 Jun 

No operations planned between 13 and 15 June. 

16 Jun 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Essen. No aircraft were successful. One sortie (Captain W/Cdr 

Black) was withdrawn before take-off with a burst tail wheel, two returned early with severe icing. 

P/O Colwell attacked the town of Bonn and nothing was heard of F/Sgt Templeman after take-off 
and he failed to return. 106 aircraft took part. 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), mission nickel dropping in north-west France. P/O Calvert dropped his in 
the Rennes area but F/Sgt Bailey, having reached Bridport, thought it urgent to return to base due 
to a Very cartridge exploding in his cockpit, causing two parachutes to be burnt. 

101 Squadron: 7 Wellingtons, mission Bulls eye Exercise. Successful. 

17 Jun 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (4 + 3 Wellingtons), targets St Nazaire docks (3+4) and 
Friesian lslands(3). Freshmen operations ordered for both units. Bad visibility caused most failures. 
Two Stirlings were successful, one returned fully loaded. Three Wellingtons aborted, the other was 
successful. Two gardening sorties were successful, the other returned with vegetables. 

18 Jun 

Information received that the body of Sgt Bracken has been recovered. Fie was a member of F/Lt 
Pilling's crew missing while on a raid to Manheim on 19/20 May 1942. 

19 Jun 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), target Emden (primary), Osnabruck was 
the alternative. Osnabruck was attacked by one sortie of each squadron, the rest attacked the 
primary except for Sgt Roberts (101 Squadron) who landed at Horsham St Faith with engine trouble. 
Sgt Keen and crew (101 Squadron) were reported as missing. 
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20 Jun 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (9 Wellingtons), target Emden. In view of the 
comparative failure of the previous night raid on Emden, this port was again the target. Nine aircraft 
claimed to have attacked the target (three of 7 and six of 101 Squadrons) but thick cloud prevented 
observation of results. Engine trouble and armament failure caused three abortive sorties and one 
failed to take-off. P/O Calvert failed to return and is thought to have been shot down over the Dutch 
coast. 

Information received of the death of Sgt Tomkins of 7 Squadron. The remaining crew members, 
missing from an attack on Mannheim on 19/20 May 1942 are reported as PoWs. 

21 Jun 

Both units stood down. 

22 Jun 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (9 Wellingtons), target Emden. This time the conditions 
were excellent. Two Stirlings were cancelled and two returned early with mechanical failure and 
sickness. The other two bombed the target. Eight Wellingtons identified and bombed the target, with 
many fires being started. In view of the perfect conditions over the target area, the failure of four 
Stirlings is very disappointing. 

23 Jun 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target St Nazaire docks. Two aircraft aborted, one with engine trouble and 
the other with defective rear turret. S/Ldr Cook reached the target only to find it completely obscured 
by cloud and returned with full bomb load. 101 Squadron stood down. 

24 Jun 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target St Nazaire. Of three Freshmen sorties detailed from 7 Squadron, 
two successfully located and attacked the docks at St Nazaire. S/ldr Cook was compelled to 
abandon his mission owing to defective compass. 

Information received of the deaths of P/O Green, Sgts Dunn, Tapner and Lt Wayne Griffiths, all 
missing from the raid on Lubeck on 28 March 1942. 

25 Jun 

7 Squadron (16 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (16 Wellingtons), target Bremen. This was another 
Thousand Bomber raid but no concentrated attack was possible owing to dense cloud which 
obscured the target. None of 7 Squadron's aircraft positively identified the target but 11 of these 
bombed using fixes, ETA, flak concentrations as well as glow from fires below the cloud. Four 
sorties failed, two returned early with engine trouble, one bombed Vegesack after failing to locate 
primary, and one jettisoned near Emden to escape accurate fire from a box barrage. Sgt Green and 
crew are missing. Ten Wellingtons bombed the target and two attacked Emden. There were four 
sorties that aborted because of engine defects or failure to locate the target. 

A total of 960 aircraft took part of which 69 were Stirlings and 472 were Wellingtons. 

26 Jun 

101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons), target Quiberon Bay, mine laying. All seven were successful. 

No operations for 7 Squadron. 

News received that G/Cpt Massey is a PoW. He was missing with F/Lt Winch from a raid on Essen 
at the beginning of the month. 

27 Jun 

Both units stood down. 

28 Jun 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target St Nazaire docks. Four Freshmen of 7 Squadron were ordered - two 
aircraft failed to take-off (fuel pump and rear turret u/s). Nothing was heard of Sgt Richards after 
take-off. No operations for 101 Squadron. 

A battle-damaged Wellington from Feltwell landed at Oakington. 

29 Jun 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (15 Wellingtons), target Bremen. The attack on Bremen 
continued but the cloud over the target was still persisting. Observations of results were still 
hampered by cloud. R/T trouble caused the early return of S/Ldr Cook and F/Sgt Bailey failed to 
return to base, presumed ditched in the sea off Cromer - a search failed to locate his aircraft. 

Two Wellingtons failed to take-off and two returned early with engine trouble. The remaining eleven 
sorties attacked the target. A total of 253 aircraft took part of which 47 were Stirlings and 108 were 
Wellingtons. 

Information received that Sgt Hague's crew, with the exception of Sgt Sellars, were PoWs, missing 
from the raid on Mannheim which took place on 19 May. 

30 Jun 

Both units stood down. 

Aircraft from both units were again detailed to search for F/Sgt Bailey but no success. 

June 

1942 

7 Squadron carried out 109 sorties during the month, of which 6 cancelled, 34 were aborted, 3 were 
partially successful and 66 were successful. A total of 539,312 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

101 Squadron carried out 106 sorties, 3 cancelled, 18 were aborted and 85 were successful. A total 
of 249,100 lbs of bombs and 540 flares were dropped. 
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01 Jul 

Both units stood down. 

02 Jul 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (12 Wellingtons), target Bremen. Bremen again - on this 
occasion in conditions of excellent visibility. Unfortunately 7 Squadron’s bad luck still continued and 
of six sorties detailed only three Stirlings attacked the target. One aircraft crashed on take-off - crew 
safe, one abandoned mission with technical faults and the other arrived back with rear gunner ill. 

Nine Wellingtons attacked the target with engine or armament failures being the reasons for the 
aborted sorties. A total of 325 aircraft took part. 

02-06 

Jul 

Operations cancelled or stand down, 03-06 July. Sgt Sellars the only outstanding member of Sgt 
Hague's crew reported PoW and information was received of the deaths of F/Lt Pilling and Sgt 

Lewis. Information also received that P/O Read of 101 Squadron and all members of his crew, 
missing from operations against Cologne on 30 May 1942 are PoWs. 

07 Jul 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (10 Wellingtons), mission gardening off Friesian Islands. 
Four Stirlings were successful, the other failed to take-off owing top defective rear turret. 

All ten Wellingtons successful. 

08 Jul 

7 Squadron (10 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (8 Wellingtons), target Wilhelmshaven. A very 
successful attack, all sorties identifying the target. One sortie cancelled owing to a locked rudder 
and nine Stirlings attacked the target. Five Wellingtons were successful. One aborted owing to 
engine trouble, one attacked Emden instead, and one (P/O Tregea) failed to return to base. 

A total of 285 aircraft took part. 

09 Jul 

Information received that Sgt Booth, F/Sgt Hankin of 7 Squadron and F/O Osbon of 101 Squadron 
are PoWs. No operations were carried out by either squadron 09 to 10 July. 

11 Jul 

101 Squadron (8 Wellingtons), targets Kiel Bay and Heligoland. Operations ordered for 7 Squadron 
were cancelled. Four 101 Squadron aircraft took off for gardening operations in each area, two 
failed to return and of the remaining six only two successfully accomplished the mission. 

Target areas were obscured by cloud. 

12 Jul 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target mining off Terschelling. 101 Squadron stood down. Four Freshmen 
of 7 Squadron, ordered to lay mines. One aircraft failed to take-off and the three remaining sorties 
completed their mission. 

13 Jul 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (4 Wellingtons), target Duisburg. The scale of the attack 
on Duisburg was reduced and four aircraft of 101 and two of 7 Squadron took off to attack this 
target. All aircraft located and bombed the target. 

Two Wellingtons from Marham landed here after bombing the same target. 

14 Jul 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (1 Wellington), target mining off Terschelling. 

Successful. 

15 Jul 

Operations cancelled, owing to bad weather. 

16 Jul 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target submarine building yards at Herrenwyk. Three aircraft of 7 Squadron 
were detailed to make a dusk attack on the submarine building yards at Herrenwyk. One aircraft 
attacked the primary and another, an alternative target at Flensburg owing to lack of cloud cover 
over the primary. The remaining sortie jettisoned his bombs in Neustart Bay ( Neustadt?) having 
failed to identify the target and being threatened by enemy fighters. 

17 Jul 

Information received from International Red Cross that Sgt Lewis, missing from operations on 
Stuttgart, 5 May 1942 was killed and that F/O Osbon of 101 Squadron, missing from operations on 
Bremen, 4 June 1942 is a PoW. Both units stood down 17/18 July. 

19 Jul 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Vegesack. Originally the Stirlings were to take part in Operation 
Bedlam but this was cancelled and Vegesack was submitted instead. Four aircraft successfully 
attacked the target. P/O Gwilliam was late in taking-off owing to engines overheating and being 
unable to reach the primary in time, bombed a flak concentration at Norden. Sgt Land was unable to 
gain sufficient height and jettisoned two bombs about 30 miles north-east of Cromer but then further 
engine trouble and the loss of the starboard outer propeller compelled him to return to Oakington 
after jettisoning his remaining bombs. 

A total of 99 four-engined aircraft took part including 31 Stirlings. 

20 Jul 

Operations cancelled. 

21 Jul 

7 Squadron (10 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (14 Wellingtons), target Duisburg. One Stirling 
cancelled, the other nine located and bombed the target. Sgt Land, an early arrival over the target, 
reported that he saw dummy fires starting up and these proved good guides to the real aiming point. 
Several good fires were reported which was later confirmed by photographs. /—» 
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21 Jul 101 Squadron provided three aircraft for the flare force and six to the incendiary party, plus five to 

contd the Main Force . Sgt Mahoney's machine was hit by flak over the target and sustained heavy 

damage, but he nursed his aircraft back to base and made an excellent belly landing. W/O Ollier's 
machine developed engine trouble over the target area but on return he landed safely at 
Martlesham Heath. Defective instruments caused cancellation of one sortie and Sgt Follett returned 
early with engine trouble. A total of 291 aircraft took part including 36 Stirlings. 

Information received: F/Lt Haszard of 7 Sqn is interned at Fort De La Revere in Nice (PoWcamp). 

22 Jul Two mining sorties of 101 Squadron cancelled. 

23 Jul 7 Squadron (9 + 1 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (9 Wellingtons), targets Duisburg (18) and Dutch 

coast mine laying (1). All attacked the target within a space of 25 minutes. F/Lt Harris's machine 
was hit by flak after bombing and he landed at Honington short of petrol. All aircraft of 101 Squadron 
located and bombed the target. A total of 215 aircraft took part including 39 Stirlings and 93 
Wellingtons. The lone 7 Squadron Freshman was successful. 

24 Jul No operations. 

25 Jul 7 Squadron (11 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (10 Wellingtons), target Duisburg. Eight Stirlings 

located and attacked the target. Three returned early after having severe icing and bombs were 
jettisoned on flak concentrations instead. 101 Squadron's aircraft were over the target much later. 
Two sorties carried 4,000-lb bombs. Two aircraft aborted, one jettisoned his bombs over Berner’s 
Heath when a tear developed in the fabric of his fuselage and the other returned early with oxygen 
failure. A total of 313 aircraft took part including 48 Stirlings and 177 Wellingtons. 

All members of F/O Tayler's crew, 7 Squadron are confirmed as PoWs. Sgt Morris 2nd pilot to Sgt 
Green (7 Squadron) is also a PoW and Sgt Payne of 101 Squadron is a PoW but wounded. 

26 Jul 7 Squadron (11 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (14 Wellingtons), target Hamburg. Two Stirlings 

aborted, one through the close attention by enemy fighters and the other owing to engine failure. 
Eight sorties located and bombed the target. F/Lt Harris failed to return. 13 Wellingtons located and 
bombed the target which was by now covered in dense smoke from the fires raging below. 

W/O Vautour had an engagement with an Me 110 in which his machine sustained heavy damage 
and his rear gunner was wounded in the arm. Despite this injury the gunner returned fire registering 
hits on the enemy aircraft which was last seen diving towards the sea. Sgt Raymond is missing. 

A total of 403 aircraft took part including 39 Stirlings and 181 Wellingtons. 

27 Jul No operations. 

28 Jul 7 Squadron (14 Stirlings), 7 Conversion Flight (2 Stirlings?) and 101 Squadron (14 Wellingtons), 

target Hamburg. Two sorties cancelled due to armament failures. Shortly after take-off a Stirling of 7 
Conversion Flight captained by F/O Butterfield, collided in mid-air with a 101 Squadron Wellington. 
The tailplane of the Stirling was ripped off but the skill of the captain combined with the exemplary 
discipline of the crew, enabled all members to bale out successfully. Sadly there were no survivors 
from the Wellington which spiralled out of control. Two sorties returned early owing to severe icing 
and four more abandoned the task with defective engines. P/O Runciman attacked a searchlight 
belt near Hamburg after being caught in the beams and shadowed by three enemy fighters. Three 
sorties located and bombed the target. Two aircraft (W/O Black and F/Lt Whitman) are missing. 

One Wellington cancelled owing to engine trouble and Sgt Teale and all members of his crew lost 
their lives through the collision with the Stirling over the parent station. Five sorties returned early 
after experiencing severe icing conditions over the North Sea and one with engine trouble. Four 
sorties located and bombed the target. Sgt Foxcroft bombed Emden instead, and on his return was 
attacked by an enemy fighter, seriously wounding his wireless operator. Despite his wounds he 
stayed at his W/T set and the aircraft made a successful landing at Coltishall. 

256 aircraft took part including 71 Stirlings and 161 Wellingtons. 

29 Jul 7 Squadron (6 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (7 Wellingtons), target Saarbrucken. One aircraft from 

each squadron returned early and one crew of 101 Squadron failed to locate the target. Five 
Stirlings and five Wellingtons located and bombed the target - a large fire was reported at the 
marshalling yards. A total of 291 aircraft took part. 

30 Jul Information received that of two members of a Stirling crew missing on 28 June - the captain, Sgt 

Richards and wireless operator Sgt Collins are PoWs at Dulag Luft. Another member of Sgt Green's 
crew (Sgt Mason) is also now known to have been captured. 

His Royal Highness, The Duke of Kent accompanied by Air Vice Marshall JEA Baldwin, 

AOC 3 Group paid a visit to this station. 
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31 Jul 

7 Squadron (13 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (11 Wellingtons), target Dusseldorf. Three Stirlings 
returned early. F/Sgt Bishop was attacked by an FW 190 which he claims to have destroyed. 

Ten Wellingtons located and attacked the target. W/O Vautour failed to return. 

A total of 630 aircraft took part including 61 Stirlings and 308 Wellingtons. 

A number of aircraft were diverted and landed at Oakington and Bourn. These included three 
Wellingtons from Mildenhall, a Whitley and a Halifax. 

A Ju 88 flying low over the aerodrome in the early hours of this morning, was shot at by the station 
ground defences. The aircraft was destroyed and the crew of four were killed. 

July 

1942 

7 Squadron carried out 116 sorties during the month, of these 7 cancelled, 22 were aborted, 

4 were partially successful and 83 successful. A total of 732,480 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

01 Squadron carried out 124 sorties, 3 cancelled, 25 aborted, 3 were partially successful and 

93 were successful. A total of 304,340 lbs of bombs and 216 flares were dropped. 

01 Aug 

Operations were cancelled during the period of 01-04 August, owing to unfavourable Met forecasts. 

05 Aug 

Both units stood down. 

06 Aug 

7 Squadron (10 + 4 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (8 Wellingtons), targets Duisburg (18) and Le 

Flavre (4). Conditions were not good over the target with thick cloud, despite this six Stirlings and all 
eight Wellingtons located and bombed the target. F/Sgt Bishop was forced to return early with 
undercarriage trouble, one wheel collapsed on landing with the result that his aircraft obstructed the 
runway. 218 aircraft took part. Of the four 7 Squadron Freshmen, one could not take-off because of 
the blocked runway while the others had taken-off earlier. Sgt Pullen failed to return and P/O 

Gwilliam and F/Sgt Taylor returned early and jettisoned their bombs. 

07 Aug 

Information received that Sgts Boag, Williams and Collins are PoWs. Operations cancelled 07/08 
August. 

09 Aug 

7 Squadron (6 + 1 Stirlings) and 101 Squadron (8 Wellingtons), targets Osnabruck (14) and Le 

Flavre. 

The target was located and bombed by all sorties - much of the attack was directed at the old town. 
One Freshman jettisoned his bombs in mouth of river Seine, after starboard outer engine developed 
trouble which then led to the loss of its propeller. 

10 Aug 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Kattegat area, mine laying. Only two Stirlings were able to pinpoint 
the area and the remainder jettisoned or brought their mines back. 

Information received that that P/O Maggleton was a PoW and wounded in a field hospital. Three 
members of the crew F/Lt Edwards, Sgt rthan (Arthan possibly?) and Sgt Cormack were dead. 

11 Aug 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Mainz. Four aircraft located and bombed the target. Sgt Calrk 
returned early with engine and W/T trouble. 

12 Aug 

Announced in The Times newspaper were the following awards: S/Ldr Watts (101 Squadron) 
awarded the DSO. The DFC was awarded to P/O Green (7 Squadron), W/O Nichols (7 Squadron). 
The following won the DFM: Sgts Early (101 Squadron), Llewelyn (101 Squadron) and F/Sgt Button 
(7 Squadron). 

13 Aug 

The movement of 101 Squadron to Stradishall is now complete -15 Squadron moving in at Bourn. 

101 Squadron had completed 60 operations from Bourn amounting to 461 sorties. 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings), targets Baltic Sound (3) and Kiel Bay (2) mine laying. Only one sortie was 
successful in the Baltic Sound. F/O Malcolm abandoned the mission with engine trouble; F/Sgt 
Shumsky was caught in intense flak off Svensborg and jettisoned his load, and Sgt Land's aircraft 
developed turret and compass trouble near Wattisham and returned to base. Sgt Clark and crew are 
missing. 

14 Aug 

Operations cancelled. 

15 Aug 

7 Squadron (8 + ? Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (7 Stirlings), targets Dusseldorf (15) and Heligoland 
mine laying (?) Six sorties of 7 Squadron found the target obscured by cloud but bombed through 
gaps. Two sorties were aborted due to mechanical failure. This was 15 Squadron's first operations 
from Bourn. Only three aircraft located and bombed the target. Two sorties failed to locate and 
jettisoned, one reached the target but his bombs hung-up and the other abandoned the mission with 
a defective engine. 

A total of 131 aircraft took part. One Freshman failed to return. 

16 Aug 

Both units stood down. 
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17 Aug 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Osnabruck. The target was found to 
be obscured by haze and low cloud. One sortie of 15 Squadron identified the target. One sortie 
cancelled of 7 Squadron, one aborted, one attacked Emden after failing to locate primary. Six 
attacked although none could accurately identify the target. One sortie of fifteen cancelled and six 
attacked - one was successful. F/Sgt Eby's machine sustained severe damage from flak while over 
the target and crash landed at Docking. 

18 Aug 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Flensburg. Both squadrons attacked 
Flensburg using the new Pathfinder technique. 7 Squadron was one of five squadrons selected to 
form the Pathfinder Force. Two sorties of 7 Squadron aborted and five located and attacked the 
target. All six sorties of 15 Squadron located and attacked the target. 

19-23 

Aug 

Stand down for both units. Information received that the following members of F/Sgt Bailey's crew 
missing on 29 June - Sgts Keatley and Peachey are now PoWs. The death of F/Sgt Kearns of F/Lt 
Pilling's crew has been confirmed. Information also received of the deaths of Sgts Archer and 
Armstrong of P/O Sanderson's crew, 7 Squadron who went missing on 2/3 June 1942. Both bodies 
were recovered from the sea. 

24 Aug 

7 Squadron (14 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (9 Stirlings), target Frankfurt. Three of 7 Squadron and 
one of 15 Squadron withdrew owing to the possibility of poor visibility. 11 Stirlings of 7 Squadron 
took-off, six attacked the target and two returned early with engine trouble. 

Sgt Land was intercepted by two enemy aircraft and damage was sustained to his aircraft but the 
captain, ably assisted by the commentary by his rear gunner, successfully managed to evade his 
attackers. After jettisoning his bomb load, he crash landed at Abingdon, crew uninjured. 

W/Cdr Sherwell and F/Sgt Shumsky failed to return from this operation. Nine sorties of 15 Squadron 
attacked the target area. S/Ldr Gilmour was intercepted by a fighter near Koblenz, the captain 
jettisoned his bombs and managed to shake off his attacker after which he made a successful 
landing at Oakington. P/O Baigent returned early with engine trouble. 

25 Aug 

Operations for both squadrons cancelled 25/26 August. 

The deaths of P/O White, Sgt Fenton and F/Sgt Rayment of 7 Squadron. Information also received 
that the body of Sgt Williams has been washed ashore on the Dutch Coast. He was a member of 

P/O Calvert's crew of 7 Squadron, missing 20/21 June 1942 during an attack on Emden. 

27 Aug 

7 Squadron (9 + 3 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (12 Stirlings), target Kassel (21) and Roubaix and 

Lille Areas - nickel dropping. One 7 Squadron Stirling cancelled and three returned early with 
engine trouble. One was intercepted by a Ju 88 close to the target, and sustained some damage. 

He jettisoned his bomb load and returned to base. On arrival a successful landing was made 
despite one tyre being burst by the enemy aircraft. The four sorties that got to the target found it 
already well alight. Seven aircraft of 15 Squadron attacked the target. Three sorties returned early 
with engine trouble and two crews - P/O Thornton and Sgt Smith failed to return from this raid. 

The two of the three Freshmen were successful but Sgt Hopkinson abandoned his mission due to 
intercom failure. 

28 Aug 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Nuremberg. Four 7 Squadron sorties 
aborted and one was cancelled before take-off. Three sorties located and bombed the town. The 
remaining sorties bombed Munich. P/O Boylson and Sgt Middleton's aircraft ran out of petrol; the 
former crashed near Boscombe Down, his aircraft burnt out, the latter overshot at Manston, collided 
with a hut and a hangar and his machine was a compete write-off. Engine trouble caused 
cancellation and the early return of another 15 Squadron aircraft. 

Five sorties located and bombed the target. P/O Patterson failed to return from this operation. 

29 Aug 

Both units stood down 29/30 August. 

31 Aug 

Operations planned but cancelled. 

Aug 

1942 

7 Squadron carried out 93 sorties of which 7 cancelled, 27 aborted (with 5 missing), 1 was partially 
successful and 52 successful. A total of 370,880 lbs of bombs dropped. 

101 Squadron carried out 16 sorties of which 8 were successful. 

A total of 44,760 lbs of bombs and 252 flares were dropped. 

15 Squadron carried out 52 sorties of which 3 cancelled, 12 aborted (plus 3 missing) and 46 were 
successful. 235,700 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

01 Sep 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Saarbrucken. One 7 Squadron aircraft 
was cancelled while two others returned early with engine trouble. The remaining five plus seven 
aircraft of 15 Squadron located and bombed the target. 
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02 Sep 7 Squadron (6 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Karlsruhe. Two of 7 Squadron aircraft 
cancelled, one with engine trouble and another with a petrol tank burst. One aircraft of 15 Squadron 
failed to take-off owing to engine trouble. F/Sgt Bebbington of 15 Squadron failed to return but the 
other aircraft of both units reached and bombed the target. 

03 Sep Group Captain EG Olsen, RNZAF assumed command of this station, (should read Olson) 

04 Sep 7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Bremen. One aircraft of 7 Squadron 
was withdrawn with an oil leak from the starboard inner, and one of 15 Squadron with a burst tyre. 
All other aircraft located and bombed the target which was identified by well-placed flares. 

Six Flalifaxes of 4 Group landed at Oakington after bombing the same target. 

05 Sep Both units stood down. 

06 Sep A Mosquito aircraft of Florsham St Faith crash landed here after successfully bombing a built-up 
area near Karlsruhe - the crew were OK. 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Duisburg. Four 7 Squadron aircraft 
were cancelled shortly before take-off, two with engine trouble and two with brakes u/s. Of the 
remaining five, four reached and bombed the target but F/Lt Bennet and crew failed to return. 

A 15 Squadron aircraft was withdrawn with engine trouble and the remaining seven located and 
bombed the target. 

07 Sep 7 Squadron and 15 Squadron: 8 Stirlings and 8 Stirlings, target Warnemunde. After nine aircraft had 
taken-off the operation was cancelled, owing to unfavourable weather over the target and all aircraft 
were recalled. 

08 Sep 7 Squadron (8 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target Frankfurt. Seven of 7 Squadron and 
nine of 15 Squadron located and bombed the target. 7 Squadron’s S/Ldr Mahaddie (later G/Cpt TG 
‘Hamish’ Mahaddie DSO DFC, AFC , who became technical advisor for several films including Battle 
of Britain, 633 Squadron) who had bombed Wiesbaden landed at Manston on return owing to fuel 
shortage and having returned from the target on three engines. F/Sgt Eby (15 Squadron) returned 
with bombs owing to intercom failure and landed at Graveley because of enemy activity over Bourn. 
249 aircraft took part. 

At 23.30 hours an enemy aircraft dropped five bombs and some incendiaries between the runway 
and perimeter track at Bourn. 

09 Sep 15 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target gardening in Terschelling Area. One aircraft cancelled, four were 

successful; P/O O'Hara returned with his mines after failing to locate the area and Sgt Collins crash- 
landed at Waterbeach with engine trouble shortly after take-off. 

10 Sep 7 Squadron (11 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Dusseldorf. Visibility was good 

enough for the early arrival of 7 Squadron PFF to identify the target and to start fires that increased 
so rapidly that later arrivals found the town obscured by smoke. One aircraft cancelled and one 
returned early but all other aircraft located and bombed the target. P/O Watts's aircraft was hit by 
heavy flak over Krefeld. The navigator (P/O King) was hit by shell fragments in the stomach, hand 
and knee. Bombs were then jettisoned and although P/O King was in intense pain and faint from 
loss of blood, he successfully navigated the aircraft back to base. F/O Trench's aircraft after 
bombing across the aiming point, was hit by heavy flak. Course was set for home but by the time 
they had reached Maastricht, his aircraft was flying on two starboard engines only. The WOp helped 
the captain to keep the aircraft on an even keel and the engineer helped to keep the two remaining 
engines running smoothly but height was being rapidly lost. The North Sea was crossed at under 
200 feet after guns, ammunition and parachutes had been jettisoned. Eventually the aircraft crashed 
in a field near Clacton. In a heroic effort to extricate the rear gunner, trapped in his turret, Sgts 
Thorpe and Mellot re-entered the aircraft. They were killed when the aircraft exploded and the rear 
gunner P/O Glendenning was severely burned although he extracted the mid-upper gunner through 
a hole in the fuselage and rescued him. F/Lt Barr and crew are missing, nothing being heard from 
him after take-off. Six aircraft of 15 Squadron located and bombed the target, one aircraft had 
cancelled with engine trouble. Smoke over the target area prevented observation of results. F/Sgt 
Bannister after requesting a priority landing at West Mailing was making a good approach to land 
but his machine crashed - there were no survivors. 

A total of 479 aircraft took part including 47 Stirlings. 

11 Sep Information received that there was only one survivor of W/O Black's crew missing from an attack 

on Hamburg on the night of 28 July 1942. This is WOp Sgt Thomas. 

12 Sep Operations cancelled. 
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13 Sep 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target Bremen. Seven Stirlings of 7 

Squadron took part, four were early arrivals who located the target and started fires and by this time 
the last three attacking aircraft had also arrived. The aborted sortie was caused by oxygen failure. 

Of the ten 15 Squadron sorties, seven were successful, one had cancelled and one returned early 
with engine trouble. A further sortie failed to find the target. P/O Baigent's aircraft was hit by flak 
over the target and crash-landed at Wattisham. 446 aircraft took part. 

14 Sep 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Wilhelmshaven. All aircraft of both 
squadrons located and bombed the target, some crews complained of flares exploding above them! 

15 Sep 

Information received regarding the following 7 Squadron personnel. PoWs: Sgt Williams (F/Lt 

Winch's crew), Sgts Orrell, Holman, Bond, Bowers, Thompson, Gough and Buckley. Sgts Harfoot, 
Caldwell, P/O Leigo and Sgt Hore were dead. 

16 Sep 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target Essen. Seven Stirlings of 7 Squadron 
were detailed to illuminate the target with flares but engine trouble caused the early return of three 
sorties. S/Ldr Crompton, after spending 20 minutes in a vain endeavour to locate the target, 
returned with all his flares after his machine developed an engine defect. Two sorties claimed to 
have identified the town and dropped flares across it. One sortie (P/O Dallenger) is missing. 15 
Squadron's aircraft were part of the incendiary force, one cancelled and four returned early. Three 
sorties were successful although P/O Tilsoft’s machine was hit by flak and had to fly home on three 
engines. P/Os O'Hara and Brown failed to return. 

Information received that P/O Sidwell, Sgts Carter and Crockford of 7 Squadron are PoWs and the 
remaining members of this crew F/Lt Whitman, Sgts Boyle, Bates and F/Lt McIntyre were killed in 
action. They were missing on 28 / 29 July, from an attack on Hamburg. 

17 Sep 

Both units stood down. 

18 Sep 

Notification of immediate award of DFC to P/O King and P/O Watt of 7 Squadron and of DFM to 

Sgts Meade and Diggins of 15 Squadron. 

15 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Kattegat Area mining. F/Sgt Land and P/O Steel failed to return 
from this mission, another returned with mines owing to failure to find the garden and two sorties 
were successful. 

19 Sep 

7 Squadron (1+3 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (5 Stirlings), targets Saarbrucken (1) and Munich (8). 
Sgt Wilson of 7 Squadron successfully attacked Saarbrucken. Two sorties of 7 Squadron and three 
of 15 Squadron reached Munich - visibility was excellent and bomb bursts were seen over the 
target area. Sgt Collins of 15 Squadron failed to return from this operation. 

20 Sep 

Both units stood down. 

21 Sep 

15 Squadron (1 Stirling), target Langland area. Successful mining operation. 

Information received of the fate of another 7 Squadron crew. F/Sgts Shumsky and Graham, Sgts 
Spark, Dearlove and P/O Antoine were all dead and F/Sgt Walker and Sgt Kinsella are PoWs. 

22 Sep 

Both units stood down. 

23 Sep 

15 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Vegesack. This was a low-level attack by 25 aircraft, 6 of which 
was provided by 15 Squadron. Cloud prevented accurate location of target and all sorties returned, 
although one bombed flak positions on Neuverk Island and another attacked a ship at Baltrum. 

24 Sep 

Operations planned for 15 Squadron cancelled. 7 Squadron not required 24/25 September 1942. 

26 Sep 

15 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Kattegat Area, mining. Due to fog approaching Bourn a recall 
signal was sent out and this was received by four of the aircraft and mines were jettisoned as 
ordered. The remaining aircraft found the target area and laid mines then returned to base. 

27 Sep 

Both units stood down. 

28 Sep 

Weather not fit for operations. 

29 Sep 

The DSO was awarded to F/O Trench, DFC to P/O Selman and DFM to Sgt Edwards - all of 7 
Squadron. 

30 Sep 

7 Squadron stood down. Operations planned for 15 Squadron cancelled owing to bad weather. 

Sep 

1942 

7 Squadron detailed 72 sorties for the month, of which 10 cancelled, 12 aborted, 1 was partially 
successful and 49 were successful. A total of 266,100 lbs of bombs and 1,104 flares were dropped. 
101 Squadron detailed 103 sorties of which 9 cancelled, 25 aborted, 3 were partially successful and 

66 were successful. A total of 447,620 lbs of bombs were dropped. 
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01 Oct 

15 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target submarine shipyards at Lubeck. Target obscured by cloud and only 
three sorties bombed the primary. Two aircraft returned early and one brought bombs back having 
failed to locate target. 

02 Oct 

7 Squadron (11 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Krefeld. This raid was deemed a 
failure due to thick haze over the target area, the clever use of searchlights and the scattering of 
flares. One 7 Squadron aircraft cancelled and one aborted owing to failure to identify. Nine sorties 
dropped flares and bombs. Six aircraft of 15 Squadron were ordered for the incendiary force, three 
bombed the target, one cancelled, one aborted due to engine failure and one returned early with 
sickness of pilot. 

An USAAF Fortress landed here with two members of the crew injured after a hot engagement with 
enemy fighters over France. This crew claims to have destroyed six enemy aircraft and four 
probably destroyed. 

03 Oct 

7 Squadron stood down and mining operation for three aircraft of 15 Squadron cancelled owing to 
the possibility of fog at base on the return. 

04 Oct 

Both units stood down. 

05 Oct 

15 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target Aachen. Five aircraft were withdrawn, the remainder attacked the 
target. 

06 Oct 

7 Squadron (12 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target Osnabruck. The employment of a 
new technique of dropping flares on the turning point seems to have been successful. But haze and 
cloud again spoiled the efforts of PFF to illuminate the target. Nine Stirlings were detailed for the 
flare force and three with FIE. Five PFF completed their mission and all of the HE party was 
successful. Engine and armament failures accounted for the aborted aircraft. One returned early 
with flares after failing to identify the target. F/Lt Christie jettisoned all his flares as one exploded 
shortly after take-off. A speedy landing was made and the fire in the bomb doors was extinguished. 

Of the ten 15 Squadron aircraft detailed for the incendiary force, one failed to takeoff due to a 
change in wind direction across the flare path and one returned early with engine failure. The 
remaining eight aircraft were successful. A total of 237 aircraft took part including 38 Stirlings. 

07 Oct 

Both units stood down. 

08 Oct 

15 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Terschelling area, mining. Two aircraft aborted, only one 
successful. 

09 Oct 

7 Squadron not required and mining operations for three sorties of 15 Squadron cancelled owing to 
inclement weather. 

Informal visit to Oakington of C-in-C Bomber Command, Air Marshal Sir AT Harris. 

10 Oct 

Both squadrons stood down. 

11 Oct 

15 Squadron (9 Stirlings), target Baltic Area mining. Six sorties were successful and three aircraft 
brought mines back. 

12 Oct 

15 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Bayonne river mining. Two sorties were successful. 

13 Oct 

15 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Kiel. Although 7 Squadron was not called upon for this raid, the 
other PFF squadrons had placed very accurate flares, so 15 Squadron had no difficulty in locating 
the target. Engine trouble caused the cancellation of one sortie and the early return off another. 

A total of 288 aircraft took part including 28 Stirlings. 

14 Oct 

15 Squadron stood down and two mining sorties of 7 Squadron cancelled owing to unfavourable 

Met. Forecast. 

A party of nine Brazilian journalists, guests of the British Council visited the station and a general 
outline of organisation was explained to them. 

15 Oct 

7 Squadron (13 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (9 Stirlings), target Cologne. Eight PFF and five HE 
aircraft was the 7 Squadron contribution to this raid. One PFF sortie cancelled the remaining aircraft 
reached the target area and successfully carried out their missions except for F/O Brady who 
although reaching the target area was forced to return with bombs owing to a mistake by his bomb- 
aimer. Sgt Rumball jettisoned his bombs near the target area after being hit by flak. The port inner 
engine was damaged and the aircraft flew home on three engines, landing at Wattisham due to lack 
of fuel and the need for his observer to receive urgent medical treatment. All 15 Squadron aircraft 
reached and bombed the target. A total of 269 aircraft took part including 44 Stirlings. 

16 Oct 

15 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Bayonne area. One sortie was successful. Sgt Tanner failed to 
return. 
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17 Oct 

Seven Lancasters of 5 Group landed here after a dusk attack on the Schneider works at Le 

Creusot. They were part of a formation of 94 Lancasters detailed to attack this target 

18 Oct 

Both units stood down. 

19 Oct 

Operations planned for 7 and 15 Squadrons were yet again cancelled owing to unfavourable 
weather 19/20 October 1942. 

21 Oct 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Friesian Islands, area mining. Four sorties successful. F/O Brady, 
after crossing the English coast on return, was plotted flying east again and was shot down by a 

British naval convoy off Great Yarmouth - there were no survivors. 

22 Oct 

15 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Bayonne area mining. All aircraft successfully completed the 
operation. 

22 Oct 

14 of 5 Group's aircraft landed at Bourn and Oakington after being diverted following a very 
successful attack on Genoa. 

23 Oct 

7 Squadron (13 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Genoa. Nine PFF and four incendiary 
force aircraft of 7 Squadron were detailed of which two returned early and the rest reached the 
primary only to find the town obscured by cloud. Six crews however, bombed the dock area. Three 
sorties bombed Turin and another attacked Savona. F/Lt Heywood reached his objective but his 
bombs hung-up. 15 Squadron's aircraft arrived much later that 7 Squadron and found the cloud 
cover less dense and all aircraft located and bombed the target, (later analysis - most aircraft had 
bombed Savona) F/Lt Baigent was attacked by two Ju 88s on his way home, one of which he shot 
down and he shook off the other by flying in cloud. 

A total of 122 aircraft took part including 51 Stirlings. 

Notification received of the immediate award of DFC to F/Lts Baigent, McCaffery and F/O Milesand 
and the DFM to F/Sgt Halkett - all of 15 Squadron. 

24 Oct 

7 Squadron (10 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (1 Stirling), daylight raid on Milan. At 17.00 hours Milan 
was attacked by a strong force of 88 Lancasters but cloud effectively covered any fires that may 
have been burning by the time the night force arrived. Later that day another 71 aircraft attacked the 
same primary target. Only three Stirlings out of 11 detailed actually attacked the Milan area. 

Alternative targets were: Monza (factory), a warehouse in a town near Milan and Sesto Calende. 

Five sorties aborted. A total of 71 aircraft took part including 23 Stirlings. 

25 Oct 

Both units stood down 25/26 October. 

27 Oct 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Friesian Islands, area mining. Heavy rain meant that two sorties 
turned back and the other two located the target area and laid their mines. 

15 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Bayonne area, mining. Five aircraft were successful. 

28 Oct 

Operations against Stettin, to which both squadrons were to contribute, were cancelled owing to 
impossible weather conditions. 

29 Oct 

S/Ldr Fisher of 15 Squadron with crew and four passengers, crashed near Downham Market whilst 
carrying out training - there were no survivors. 

30 Oct 

Both units stood down. 

31 Oct 

Both squadrons were called upon for an attack on Munich but the weather again intervened and the 
operation was cancelled. 

Visit to this station of the Greek Deputy Prime Minister, Monsieur P Kanellopoulos accompanied by 
the Greek Air Attache W/Cdr Platsis and Mr Meade of the Foreign Office. 

Oct 

1942 

7 Squadron carried out 68 sorties during the month, of these 2 cancelled, 16 were aborted (plus 1 
missing), 7 were partially successful and 43 were successful. 

A total of 215,460 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

15 Squadron carried out 90 sorties, of which 8 cancelled, 20 were aborted (includes 5 withdrawn 
and 2 missing), 2 were unsuccessful and 60 were successful. 

A total of 366,540 lbs of bombs were dropped 

01 Nov 

Operations cancelled 01/02 November. 

03 Nov 

Both units stood down. A Wellington of 115 Squadron landed here after returning early from a 
mining sortie off La Rochelle. 

04 Nov 

Operations against Duisburg, in which both squadrons were to participate, were cancelled owing to 
adverse weather. 

05 Nov 

15 Squadron stood down and mining sorties for 7 Squadron cancelled. 
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06 Nov 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Schiermonnikoog area, mining. Heavy rain spoilt 7 Squadron's 
efforts with three aircraft returning early. The other sortie, F/Sgt Tottman failed to return from 
operations. 

15 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Bayonne Area mining. Two aircraft successful. Sgt Hannah is 
missing, nothing being heard after take-off. 

The following 7 Squadron personnel were awarded: DSO S/Ldr RS Gilmour, and DFC to F/O 
Heywood, F/O Shapiro, P/O JH Stickell, and acting F/Lt VC McCauley. The DFM was awarded to 
F/Sgt AA Bishop. 

07 Nov 

7 Squadron (11 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Genoa. 7 Squadron detailed eight 

PFF and three to the Main Force but one returned early after finding severe icing conditions en- 
route. The remaining sorties got through and most arrived before zero hour. In the interval they 
circled over the town which was easily seen. One minute before zero hour the PFF went in to lay 
flares across the aiming point which was to be illuminated throughout the attack. Of seven sorties 
detailed from 15 Squadron, two returned early with engine trouble, but the others successfully 
bombed the target. A total of 175 aircraft took part including 39 Stirlings. 

08 Nov 

15 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target leaflet dropping over France. Following on from events in French 
North Africa (Operation Torch), seven sorties of 15 Squadron were tasked with leaflet dropping. 
Marseilles was covered by four Stirlings; one went to Nantes, one to Limoges and another visited 
Rheims and Rouen, all were successful. A special mention must be made to F/Sgt Halkett for 
bringing his aircraft safely to base, despite having two defective engines. 

09 Nov 

7 Squadron (10 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Hamburg. Cloud was 10/1 Oths with 
tops to 16,000 feet for most of the trip. One sortie dropped flares and one dropped bombs on what 
was believed to be Hamburg; one returned early owing to icing, and five crews failed to locate the 
target and brought all flares back. Three sorties are missing - F/Lt Nicholls and Haywood and Sgt 
Harris. Both 15 Squadron sorties returned early due to icing. A total of 26 Stirlings took part in this 
operation. 

Three Wellingtons of Waterbeach, operating from Bourn successfully dropped leaflets over Paris 
and a Lancaster of 106 Squadron landed at Oakington after being damaged by flak in the Hamburg 
area. 

10 Nov 

15 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Friesian Islands Area mining. One cancelled but the rest were 
successful. 

11 Nov 

Fog persisting, both squadrons stood down 11/12 November. 

13 Nov 

7 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target Genoa. One sortie cancelled and one returned early with engine 
trouble. Eight attacked, leading a most successful raid as visibility over the target was very good. 

Fires were visible in the harbour, marshalling yards and the Ansaldo works. A total of 67 Lancasters 
and nine Stirlings of the Pathfinder Force, and 5 Group took part. 

14 Nov 

15 Squadron still not ordered for operations. Two mining sorties for 7 Squadron cancelled. 

15 Nov 

7 Squadron (11 Stirlings), target Genoa. Eight aircraft located and bombed the target but three 
returned early with engine trouble. A total of 78 aircraft took part. 

16 Nov 

15 Squadron (9 Stirlings), target Gironde River Area mining. One aircraft cancelled, the remaining 
eight sorties accomplished their mission. 

17 Nov 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Terschelling Area mining. All sorties successful. 

18 Nov 

15 Squadron (11 Stirlings), target Fiat works at Turin. Five aircraft withdrawn due to bad weather 
conditions at Bourn. Four more failed to take-off after an aircraft swung heavily on take-off and 
blocked the runway. Two sorties did get through to the target but no results are known. 

19 Nov 

15 Squadron not called upon and twelve sorties of 7 squadron, detailed for an attack on Turin, were 
cancelled, owing to poor weather forecast. 

20 Nov 

7 Squadron (12 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (11 Stirlings), target Turin. This was Bomber 

Command's largest effort so far against Italy, the city being chosen for the attention of 232 aircraft. 

The raid proved to be a success and despite some haze over the town it was well illuminated by 
flares and a concentration of fire in the centre of the town. 7 Squadron contributed nine PFF and 
three HE - flares were accurately placed and all sorties attacked the target. A line of HE and 
incendiary fires blazed across the centre of the town and at least one 4,000-lb bomb was seen to 
explode in this area. The Fiat works was ablaze too and one factory south of the Dora Riparia river 
was shattered by a direct hit by bombs from a Stirling piloted by F/Lt Trench. l—> 
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20 Nov Two sorties returned early with engine failures. Of 11 sorties detailed by 15 Squadron, two were 

contd cancelled and one (S/Ldr Wyatt) failed to return. Two Wellingtons, one each from 156 and 115 

Squadrons respectively, landed at Oakington after bombing Turin. 

A total 232 aircraft took part including 45 Stirlings. 

Notification received of award of the DFM to F/Sgt Templman of 7 Squadron. 

21 Nov 7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Gironde River Area mining. Successful. 

22 Nov 15 Squadron (10 Stirlings), 150 Squadron (11 Wellingtons) and 142 Squadron (6 Wellingtons), 

target Stuttgart. 

Stuttgart was the target for night operations and although 7 Squadron was stood down, Oakington 
was used as an advanced base for Wellingtons of 1 Group, while 15 Squadron contributed ten 
sorties to the incendiary force. The Wellingtons arrived for fuelling then took part in the operation 
and afterwards returned to Oakington for crew interrogation. One Wellington from each squadron 
failed to arrive and one of each cancelled. Sgt Carson (142 Squadron) swung heavily on landing 
and W/O Watkins (150 Squadron), was unable to take-off after an accident in which LAC Howlett (7 
Squadron ground crew) lost his life. Most of the successful sorties reached their own bases on 
return but three crews of 150 Squadron and two of 142 Squadron were interrogated at Oakington, 
together with a crew from 425 Squadron. Three sorties of 15 Squadron cancelled with engine 
failures and the remaining seven reached and bombed the target. An examination of 15 Squadron 
and the visiting units indicates that this has been a very successful raid. Visibility was good and the 
flares of the PFF were well placed, assisting the crews to make good bombing runs. 

Fine airmanship by F/Sgt McMonagle of 15 Squadron enabled him to bring his machine back to 
Manston. As he approached the target, he was held in searchlights and attacked by two Ju 88s. 
Bombs were jettisoned and evasive action taken, although in the course of the engagement the 
Stirling sustained damage to port and starboard engines and one tyre was punctured. 

A total of 222 aircraft took part including 27 Stirlings and 59 Wellingtons. 

The DSO was awarded to W/Cdr Lay, CO of 15 Squadron 

23 Nov Sea mining operation for 15 Squadron cancelled. 

Bad weather 23-26 November, meant both units stood down 

27 Nov 7 Squadron (3 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Stettin. All eight aircraft took-off but 

were later recalled and the operation was cancelled due to the weather. 

28 Nov 7 Squadron (13 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (? Stirlings). Target Turin. Although Turin was 

extensively damaged by Bomber Command, the new Fiat works in the south-west had so far 
escaped with very little damage. This factory was therefore the main focus of attention for this raid. 
One 7 Squadron aircraft returned early with engine trouble. The 12 crews that attacked were 
hampered by haze over the town but two captains (F/Lt Watt and S/Ldr Barrell) claimed direct hits 
on the Fiat works. Enormous fires raging in the town was a nuisance to the crew bombing the 
factory which was obscured by dense smoke. 15 Squadron's effort was reduced by engine failures, 
to sorties being cancelled and two returned early. A redeeming feature was a fine attack on the Fiat 
works by P/O Flopson. He claims a direct hit and an excellent photograph taken during the bombing 
confirmed his report. 228 aircraft including 47 Stirlings took part in the raid. 

Two Halifaxes of 78 Squadron landed at Oakington after successfully attacking Turin 
A Stirling of 75 Conversion Flight, while on circuits and landings crashed near Waterbeach whilst 
avoiding an aircraft which was also engaged in night flying practice. There was only one survivor 
who is critically injured - the remaining five members of the crew are all dead (this was the mid¬ 
upper gunner who was extracted with severe burns to his legs - he later died in RAF Hospital, Ely. 

29 Nov 7 Squadron (10 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Turin. One aircraft of 7 Squadron 

cancelled owing to engine trouble and one returned early unable to climb to sufficient height. Seven 
crews attacked, guided by the fires which were still burning from the previous attack. F/Lt Smith and 
crew failed to return from this operation. 

One of the two 15 Squadron aircraft attacked the target, the other returned early (engine failure). 

30 Nov Both units stood down. 

A Whitley of 395 Squadron landed here after successfully dropping nickels over Paris. 

7 Squadron carried out 89 sorties for the month, of these 1 cancelled, 23 aborted, 2 were partially 
Nov successful and 61 were successful. A total of 218,020 lbs of bombs and 2,538 flares were dropped. 

1942 ioi Squadron carried out 77 sorties of which 18 cancelled, 9 aborted and 50 were successful. 

A total of 237,800 lbs of bombs and 366 pots of nickels were dropped. 
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Appendix IV (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1942 

01 Dec 

The DFM was awarded to F/Sgts Flamilton and Soderquist of 15 Squadron 

02 Dec 

7 Squadron (11 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Frankfurt, details unknown. 

A Lancaster of 103 Squadron (S/Ldr Powdell) landed here after returning from the same trip. 

03 Dec 

Operations cancelled. 

04 Dec 

Four sorties of 15 Squadron were detailed to plant mines off the Frisian Islands - details unknown. 

05 Dec 

Notification received of the death of F/Sgt Mitchell or F/Lt Heywood's crew, 7 Squadron missing on 
9/10 November 1942. 

06 Dec 

7 Squadron (11 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (? Stirlings), target Mannheim. F/Lt Arnott failed to 
return. Eight sorties of 15 Squadron located and bombed the target. 

A Wellington from Blyton and a 9 Squadron Lancaster landed at Oakington after bombing 

Mannheim. 

07 Dec 

15 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Friesian Islands Area mining. Two sorties successful. 

A Lancaster of 57 Squadron landed at Oakington after mining Gironde river area. 

08 Dec 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Turin. One sortie of 7 Squadron returned early, the rest located and 
bombed or put flares over the target. 

15 Squadron (6 Stirlings), target Baltic Area mining. Five sorties successful. Sgt Blignault is missing. 

09 Dec 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (4 Stirlings), target Turin. Details unknown. 

10 Dec 

15 Squadron stood down, 7 Squadron operation cancelled. 

11 Dec 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings), target Turin. Nine PFF aircraft allocated, F/Lt Christie failed to return, other 
details unknown. 

12 Dec 

15 Squadron stood down, 7 Squadron operation cancelled. 

13 Dec 

Both units stood down 13/14 December. 

15 Dec 

Notification of award of DFC to P/O Tilson of 15 Squadron. 

16 Dec 

15 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Diepholz Aerodrome. One sortie (Sgt Millen) is missing - other 
details unknown. 

17 Dec 

15 Squadron (7 Stirlings). Friesian Islands Area (2) and Gironde River. Successful. 

18 Dec 

Both units stood down. 

The New Zealand High Commissioner, Mr WJ Jordan, accompanied by AC Neville, visited the 
station for lunch and spent some time chatting with New Zealand personnel. 

19 Dec 

Neither squadron required. 

20 Dec 

15 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Duisburg. Details unknown. 

A Halifax of 102 Squadron landed at Oakington after bombing Duisburg. 

21 Dec 

7 Squadron (? Stirlings), target Munich. Three sorties failed to return (F/O Duro, P/O Davies and 

F/Sgt Rumboll) - other details unknown. 

22 Dec 

Both units stood down. 

23 Dec 

The DFC was awarded to F/O Fryberg of 7 Squadron who returned to his unit after escaping from 
Germany. 

24 Dec 

Information received of the death of all members of F/Lt Smith's crew except for the bomb-aimer. 

25 Dec 

No operations. Xmas festivities of paramount importance and a very good time was had by all. 

26 Dec 

No operations 26 to 31 December. 

29-31 

Dec 

The DFM was awarded to F/Sgt MacMonagle and Sgt Warren, both of 15 Squadron. Information 
received of the forced landing in Spain and subsequent internment of S/Ldr Wyatt and his crew 
(15 Squadron), missing from the attack on Turin on 20/21 November 1942. 

F/Lt Ordish of 15 Squadron, crashed while flying locally near Bassingbourn. All crew were killed. 

The DFC was awarded to P/O McAlpine, F/Sgt Crankshaw and Sgt Wright. 

AOC congratulated P/O McAlpine re the above. 

Dec 

1942 

7 Squadron carried out 52 sorties for the month, of which 3 cancelled, 15 aborted, 3 were partially 
successful and 31 were successful. A total of 140,440 lbs of bombs and 1,042 flares were dropped. 
101 Squadron supplied 46 sorties of which 2 cancelled, 6 aborted (2 missing), 1 was partially 
successful and 37 were successful. A total of 239,360 lbs of bombs were dropped. 
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Appendix 5 - Summary of Operations 1943 


Both squadrons stood down 01-07 January. 

7 Squadron stood down.15 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Friesian Islands, area mining. One aircraft 
withdrew with engine failure and four successfully laid mines and two returned early due to icing and 
technical problems. Thick fog at Bourn necessitated diversion of all aircraft to Downham Market. 

7 Squadron not required. Mining sorties for 15 Squadron cancelled. 

Both units stood down 10-13 January. 

7 Squadron (7 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (6 + 2 Stirlings), targets Lorient (13) and Bayonne, area 
mining. Five 7 Squadron aircraft were withdrawn and one cancelled due to engine trouble. The 
remaining crew bombed the target, which was well illuminated by accurately placed flares. 

Five 15 Squadron aircraft located and bombed the target. W/Cdr Menaul jettisoned his bomb load 
and returned to base due to severe icing. A total of 122 aircraft including 20 Stirlings took part. One 
aircraft was successful of the mining operation but the other planted off the Gironde river. 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Lorient. HE and incendiaries were 
dropped over the aiming point which was well illuminated. 

7 Squadron stood down and ten sorties for 15 Squadron ordered for an attack on Turin was 
cancelled. A Halifax of 102 Squadron landed at Oakington after a rough trip to Berlin. 

Operations against Stettin, to which both squadrons were to contribute, were cancelled. Five, 5 
Group Lancasters landed at Oakington after a raid on Berlin. 

15 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Friesian Islands Area mining. Two were successful and one 
returned with mines hung-up. 

Visit to this station by Sir Archibald Clark Kerr, HM Ambassador in Moscow and Mr Christopher 
Warner, Head of Northern Department, Foreign Office, escorted by AC Frank Beaumont, DAFL 
(Director of Allied Air Co-operation and Foreign Liaison). After dinner with the AOC 3 Group, they 
visited Bourn. 

7 Squadron and sea mining operation for 15 Squadron was cancelled. Yesterday’s visitors left by 
road for London. 

15 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target unknown area mining. Details unknown. 

Both units stood down for a period of intensive training, 21/22 January. 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (11 Stirlings), target Lorient. All sorties of 7 Squadron 
located and bombed the target and reports indicate that this was a very successful raid. 

A 15 Squadron Stirling got bogged down and blocked the runway so only one aircraft was able to 
take-off on an alternative runway before the light failed. A total of 121 aircraft including 33 Stirlings 
took part. 

Operations for both squadrons against Lorient cancelled owing to the possibility of fog at base. 

Both units stood down. 7 Squadron was transferred from 3 Group to 8 (PFF) Group (HQ Wyton) and 
will remain at Oakington as a lodger unit. 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Lorient. Only one aircraft identified the target, the other two returned 
with all bombs and incendiaries. 

No operations planned 27 to 29 January. 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Hamburg. Aircraft were detailed to illuminate the city. One was 
cancelled with rear turret failure and three abandoned the mission. The target was partially 
obscured by cloud but the remaining four sorties dropped their flares accurately and the general 
opinion was that this was a successful raid. 15 Squadron stood down. 

No operations planned. 

At the end of January 1943, the Pathfinder Force received the first H 2 S sets to be issued to Bomber 
Command. Thirteen Stirlings of 7 Squadron had by now received this equipment. H 2 S enabled the 
leading Pathfinder crews to find the target more quickly and drop illuminating flares and markers 
more accurately. 

7 Squadron had completed 21 sorties of which 2 cancelled, 9 aborted and 14 were successful. 

A total of 61,560 lbs of bombs and 84 flares were dropped. 

15 squadron completed 37 sorties - 11 cancelled, 4 aborted and 23 were successful. 

A total of 146,360 lbs of bombs were dropped. 
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Appendix V (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1943 

01 Feb 

Both units stood down. 

02 Feb 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Cologne. Failure of FH 2 S equipment caused the early return of two 
aircraft; five located and dropped flares over the target. W/Cdr Mahaddie's plane sustained severe 
damage from flak and fighters over the target but still managed to land safely at Oakington. 

S/Ldr WA Smith and crew failed to return from this operation. (It Is likely that this aircraft was R9264 
which crashed near Rotterdam and revealed the secret H 2 S set to the Germans, regrettably on only 
the second night of its use. Within a short period a receiver had been designed - Naxos - which 
would enable night fighters to home in on the bomber stream.) 

A total of 161 aircraft took part. 15 Squadron stood down. 

03 Feb 

7 Squadron (10 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target Flamburg. One 7 Squadron sortie 
cancelled and four returned early with engine trouble and another due to severe icing. Four claimed 
to have attacked. Ten 15 Squadron aircraft carrying incendiaries were detailed, but five returned 
early with engine defects and five bombed with PFF flares. Sgt Forbes and crew are missing from 
this raid. A total of 263 aircraft took part including 66 Stirlings. 

04 Feb 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Turin. Visibility over the target was 
excellent and the markers were placed very accurately. Four 7 Squadron aircraft deposited ground 
markers and 500-lb GP bombs and three bombed with HE. F/Lt CW Parish returned early with 
engine trouble and F/Sgt WJ Senger returned with his bombs hung-up. 15 Squadron aircraft all 
reached the target with a mixture of incendiaries and HE. 

A total of 188 aircraft including 59 Stirlings took part. 

05 Feb 

No operations planned. 

Improvised cooking facilities used for 1,000 corporals’ and airmen’s dinners near 25-yard range. 

06 Feb 

No operations planned. 

07 Feb 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (15 Stirlings), target Lorient U-boat pens. No failures were 
reported and all 21 sorties were successful. 7 Squadron's sorties going in to bomb at the beginning 
of the raid, easily found the target assisted by good visibility and accurately placed flares. 

Most of 15 Squadron's aircraft were in the second raid. 323 aircraft took part including 62 Stirlings. 

08 Feb 

15 Squadron stood down and seven of 7 Squadron, detailed for an attack on Wilhelmshaven were 
cancelled owing to unfavourable weather. 

Group Staff Officers’ Inspection. 

09 Feb 

Operations against Wilhelmshaven still frustrated by the weather 09/10 February. 

11 Feb 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Wilhelmshaven. Seven sorties successful. Target was completely 
covered by cloud but markers were concentrated and the glow of many fires were seen reflected by 
the cloud. A total of 177 aircraft took part including the eight Stirlings from 7 Squadron. 

12 Feb 

Both units stood down. 

13 Feb 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (13 Stirlings), target Lorient U-boat pens. Both 7 

Squadron aircraft were successful. 11 Stirlings of 15 Squadron took-off and bombed. Flares were 
accurately placed although visibility was not good. 

14 Feb 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (11 Stirlings), target Cologne. One sortie of 7 Squadron 
returned early with defective H 2 S equipment. F/Lt OC Chave of 15 Squadron failed to return. 

15 Feb 

Both units stood down. 

16 Feb 

7 Squadron (1 Stirling) and 15 Squadron (11+3 Stirlings), targets Lorient U-boat pens (12) and 
Bayonne, area mining. All aircraft detailed, attacked the target which was obscured by dense 
smoke. Two aircraft successful on the mining operation, defective intercom caused the early return 
of the other sortie. 

17 Feb 

Both units stood down. 

18 Feb 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings), target Wilhelmshaven. Six sorties reached the target and attacked, visibility 
and flares were excellent. The three sorties that returned early were the result of faulty navigation 
aids. A total of 195 aircraft took part (9 Stirlings). 

Nine Lancasters of 50 Squadron and one of 9 Squadron landed at Oakington owing to poor weather 
conditions at their stations - they had been on the same mission. 

19 Feb 

A disastrous night for 15 Squadron. 15 Squadron (13 Stirlings), target Wilhelmshaven. One sortie 
was withdrawn, three returned early and three are missing (P/O Crawford, P/O Monteith, P/O 

Hopson and all crews). Six sorties attacked the target. 

G/Capt WV McCarthy, RCAF, HQ London, visiting Chief Chaplain RC visited the station. 
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Appendix V (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1943 

20 Feb 

Both units stood down. 

21 Feb 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Bremen. One sortie cancelled and three returned early owing to 
faulty navigation aids. Four crews bombed the target although 10/1 Oths cloud rendered visibility 
impossible. Fit Lt WW Boylson's aircraft was hit by flak as he came away from the target, injuring 
the navigator with splinters. A total of 143 aircraft took part (7 Stirlings). 

22 Feb 

Operations for 7 Squadron cancelled and 15 Squadron still not required. 

23 Feb 

No operations. 

Lt Col CW Getchell (Eng) and Major Youngs (Admin) of 8 th USAAFHQ visited the station. 

24 Feb 

Both units were originally detailed for an attack on Hamburg, but the target was changed at the last 
minute and 15 Squadron was cancelled. 7 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target Wilhelmshaven. Nine 
sorties located and bombed the target. Visual identification was impossible owing to 10/1 Oths cloud 
and the flares were scattered. One aircraft cancelled. 

25 Feb 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (11 Stirlings), target Nuremberg. Five sorties of 7 

Squadron aborted, the remaining PFF aircraft located and lit up the target. Icing caused the early 
return of two 15 Squadron sorties, the remainder all attacked the target. 

A total of 337 aircraft took part (64 Stirlings). 

26 Feb 

15 Squadron (11+3 Stirlings), targets Cologne (11) and Friesian Islands, mining (3). Two bombing 
sorties returned early and nine reached and bombed Cologne - visual was not possible due to 
haze. F/Lt Harris and crew failed to return from this operation. A total of 427 aircraft took part 
including 46 Stirlings. 

Two of the three mining sorties were successful and one jettisoned mines safe in a field near Bourn 
after the aircraft developed problems soon after take-off. 

Lt Col CS Vanderblue and Lt Col CE Landquist USAAC visited the station to study signals 
equipment and methods of communication. 

27 Feb 

Both squadrons stood down. Information received that Sgt AS Forbes and crew (15 Squadron), 
missing from a raid on Hamburg on 3/4 February 1943 are all PoWs except Sgt FT Lax who is 
reported killed. 

28 Feb 

The Battle of the Atlantic again. 7 Squadron (2 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (13 Stirlings), target St 
Nazaire. All aircraft took-off and only two of 15 Squadron returned early - both due to engine 
failures. Visibility was good apart from slight haze and PFF was accurate. A total of 437 aircraft took 
part including 62 Stirlings. 

The 3 Group Station Defence Shooting Competition was held at this station. Oakington gained first 
place with a wide margin of points. 

Feb 

1943 

7 Squadron carried out 92 sorties, of which 3 cancelled, 23 aborted and 66 were successful. 

A total of 145,120 lbs of bombs and 553 flares were dropped. 

15 Squadron carried out 114 sorties, of which 3 cancelled, 23 aborted and 88 were successful. 

A total of 514,380 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

01 Mar 

7 Squadron (10 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (12 Stirlings), target Berlin. The month was opened by a 
particularly successful attack on Berlin. The Pathfinder Force was accurate and punctual and the 
defence less intense than was expected for this important target. Three sorties of 7 Squadron 
returned early (two with engine failures and the other with a defective turret). Seven aircraft found 
the city clear of cloud and were able to make visual identification before laying flares. 

One aircraft of 15 Squadron returned early with engine trouble, but eight found the target. F/Lt RM 
Irwin was caught in heavy barrage over Hamburg and jettisoned his bombs there. Two sorties failed 
to return - F/Sgts HS Howland and AFE Tilley. A total of 302 aircraft took part including 60 Stirlings. 
(The Telefunken factory was hit and seriously damaged. Uncannily It contained the captured H 2 S 
set which had been retrieved from the 7 Sqn Stirling which crashed on 02 Feb at Rotterdam. That 
item, which was being appraised by the technicians, was apparently destroyed in the bombing. 
Unfortunately a 35 Sqn Halifax was shot down this night which provided the Germans with a 
replacement.) 

02 Mar 

Both units stood down. 

03 Mar 

7 Squadron (13 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Hamburg. Three 7 Squadron sorties 
returned early owing to failure of special equipment. Ten claimed to have attacked the primary. 

Three sorties of 15 Squadron returned early. P/O Moffat and crew are missing. 417 aircraft took part 
including 62 Stirlings. 
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Appendix V (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1943 

04 Mar 

Both units stood down. 

05 Mar 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (8 Stirlings), target Essen. This was perhaps the most 
successful raid carried out so far against Essen. The visibility was excellent and the PFF extremely 
accurate. A total of 452 aircraft took part including 52 Stirlings. 

06 Mar 

Operations cancelled 06/07 March, due to the possibility of poor weather. 

08 Mar 

7 Squadron (12 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (11 Stirlings), target Nuremberg. This was another 
scattered raid owing to poor visibility and ground haze. Seven of 7 Squadron's sorties reached the 
target. Three were aborted and two are missing - F/Lt JP Trench, DSO who has carried out many 
fine missions and Sgt L Toupin whose aircraft crashed in the sea off Dungeness. One of the crew 
bailed out over land (Sgt DR Spanton), but there were no other survivors. Ten Stirlings of 15 

Squadron claim to have reached the target and one (P/O JG Ripley) failed to return from this 
operation. 335 aircraft took part including 62 Stirlings. 

09 Mar 

7 Squadron (? Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (7 Stirlings), target Munich. Four aircraft of 7 Squadron 
returned early with engine defects and failure of special equipment. P/O FM Tomlinson and crew 
are missing from this operation. All 15 Squadron sorties claimed to have reached the target. 

A total of 264 aircraft took part including 41 Stirlings. 

10 Mar 

Both units stood down. 

11 Mar 

7 Squadron (11 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (10 + 7 Stirlings), target Stuttgart (21), target Friesian 
Islands Area mining. One 7 Squadron sortie cancelled and another returned early. S/Ldr Hughes 
and crew are missing. The remaining crews were able to visual identification of the target and lay 
their flares accurately. 

Nine sorties of 15 Squadron found the target, one returned early with a defective turret. The seven 
sorties planted their mines successfully. A total of 314 aircraft took part including 53 Stirlings. 

12 Mar 

15 Squadron (7 + 7 Stirlings), targets Essen (7) and Friesian Islands mining (7). Visibility over the 
target was excellent and flares were well placed. Six sorties bombed the target. F/Lt Haycock was 
attacked by two enemy aircraft near Emmerick - one fighter was definitely destroyed but the other 
escaped. The Stirling was severely damaged and the captain returned to base early having dropped 
his bombs near Weser. A total of 457 aircraft took part including 42 Stirlings. 

The seven sorties detailed for mining operations were successful. 

13 Mar 

G/Cpt NH Fresson arrived pending a posting to command this station. 

Persistent fog at base meant cancellations of raids on Berlin, Augsburg and St Nazaire, 13-21 

March. 

16 Mar 

Group Captain Noel Holroyde Fresson assumed command of RAF Oakington, vice G/Cpt EG 

Olson, RNZAF returned to New Zealand, he departed this station on 17 March 1943. 

22 Mar 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (17 Stirlings), target St Nazaire. Four, 7 Squadron sorties 
attacked the target and engine trouble caused the early return of one sortie. 

The effort for 15 Squadron was reduced to nine due to bad weather and then during the flight out a 
recall signal was sent out. One aircraft (F/Sgt EG Shiels) crash-landed near Lyneham after four of 
the crew had bailed out. A total of 357 aircraft took part including 63 Stirlings. 

23 Mar 

15 Squadron (5 Stirlings), target Friesian Islands Area mining - successful. 7 Squadron stood down. 

24 Mar 

A large-scale raid on Kiel - this station and satellite offered 33 Stirlings but the operation was 
cancelled. 

25 Mar 

Operations cancelled owing to poor weather. 

26 Mar 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings), target Duisburg. Planned as a large-scale attack on the city but the 
weather led to some reduction in the effort. Three sorties of 7 Squadron were offered for the Main 
Force, but one cancelled owing to defective rear turret, the others bombed the target. 

A total of 455 aircraft took part including the two 7 Squadron Stirlings. 

27 Mar 

As usual after a long period of inactivity, mechanical defects caused the early return of six 7 

Squadron aircraft. 7 Squadron (15 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (9 + 8 Stirlings), targets Berlin (24) 
and Friesian Islands (8). Six 7 Squadron Stirlings returned early but eight attacked the target in 
conditions of perfect visibility and well placed ground markers. P/O M Lord and crew failed to return. 
Two sorties of 15 Squadron returned early with engine trouble. 

28 Mar 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target St Nazaire. The aiming point was 
well illuminated by concentrated fires. A total of 323 aircraft took part including 35 Stirlings. 

The advance party of 3 Group Defence School arrive at Conington Hall. 
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Appendix V (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1943 

29 Mar 

7 Squadron (12 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (11 Stirlings), target Berlin. After a delayed take-off 
owing to the weather, 12 PFF Stirlings of 7 Squadron and 11 of 15 Squadron left for an attack on 
Berlin. Seven of 7 Squadron and five of 15 Squadron found the target. Abortive sorties were as 
follows: 7 Squadron - one cancelled, one with engine problems, and the other with navigation aid 
defective. 15 Squadron - one cancelled, one with compass u/s and four with icing problems. 

A total of 329 aircraft took part including 64 Stirlings. 

30 Mar 

Both units stood down. 

Advance party of 1409 (Met) Flight arrived with Mosquito aircraft from Bircham Newton. 

31 Mar 

Both units stood down. Remainder of 1409 (Met) Flight with Mosquito aircraft arrived. 

Improved cooking arrangements used for dinners for airmen of SFIQ. 

March 

1943 

7 Squadron carried out 100 sorties during the month, 4 cancelled, 25 aborted (6 missing), 1 was 
partially successful and 64 were successful. 

208 TIs, 550 flares and 151,580 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

15 Squadron carried out 130 sorties, of which 11 cancelled, 11 aborted (4 missing), 2 were partially 
successful and 102 were successful. A total of 562,140lbs of bombs were dropped. 

01 Apr 

7 and 15 Squadrons stood down. 1409 (Met) Flight formed at Oakington with seven Mosquitoes. 

02 Apr 

7 Squadron (3 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (5 + 3 Stirlings), targets St Nazaire (8) and Gironde River 
mining (3). In perfect visibility the docks were identified and bombed in spite of the usual smoke 
screen. Four out of five 15 Squadron Stirlings reached and bombed the target. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Plymouth and Lorient. This is the first such flight from 
Oakington. 

03 Apr 

Both Squadrons stood down. 1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Dutch Coast - successful. 

04 Apr 

7 Squadron (14 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (18 Stirlings), target Kiel. This was a large successful 
raid as ground markers were concentrated in spite of the cloud which obscured the target. 12 of 7 
Squadron and 15 of 15 Squadron attacked the target and the remaining sorties returned early with 
various defects. A total of 577 aircraft took part including 90 Stirlings. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area North Sea successful. 

05 Apr 

A small sea mining effort from both units was cancelled owing to poor weather. 

06 Apr 

7 Squadron (2 Stirlings), target Gironde area mining successful. 15 Squadron not required. 

Six Flalifaxes of 405 Squadron landed at Oakington after a successful mission to mine the waters off 
La Rochelle. 

07 Apr 

No operations planned. 

08 Apr 

7 Squadron (4 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (15 Stirlings), target Duisburg. Primary was covered by 
cloud. 

Of the four sorties detailed by 7 Squadron, three attacked the target but F/O Stewart and crew failed 
to return from this operation. Seven 15 Squadron sorties bombed the target - icing caused the early 
return of the other sorties. Sgt Gunn and crew failed to return. A total of 392 aircraft took part 
including 56 Stirlings. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area east coast of Scotland - long-range reconnaissance - 
successful. 

09 Apr 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational area east coast of Scotland (2). Long-range reconnaissance 
- successful. The third Mosquito checked the position of cloud between base and Squires Gate. 7 
and 15 Squadrons stood down. 

10 Apr 

Frankfurt again, a costly effort for a poor return. 7 Squadron (16 Stirlings) and 15 Squadron (18 + 1 
Stirlings), targets Frankfurt (34) and Friesian Islands Area mining (1). Cloud over the target area 
made visual location of the primary impossible. Ten of 7 Squadron claimed to have attacked the 
target. Three returned early, two with engine failure and one with a defective rear turret. One sortie 
(F/Lt Parish) returned with full bomb load. Two crews failed to return - P/O Terry and S/Ldr 
Chesterman. 16 sorties of 15 Squadron bombed the target and one abandoned the mission owing 
to engine trouble. One sortie is missing (Sgt Trezise). 502 aircraft took part including 98 Stirlings. 

The gardening sortie was successful. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Ruhr, Holland and Scotland - successful. 

11 Apr 

Pathfinder Force Navigational Training Unit formed at Gransden Lodge. Information received from 
Bomber Command that no separate establishment is to be allowed for 1409 Met Flight but that it is 
to be added to the establishment of RAF Oakington. 
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12 Apr 

Neither 7 or 15 Squadron required. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area Genoa and Irish Sea - successful. 

13 Apr 

A 101 Squadron Lancaster landed at Bourn after a successful trip to Spezia. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Genoa - successful. 

14 Apr 

7 Squadron (16 Stirlings), target Stuttgart. Two of 7 Squadron's sorties returned early - failure of 
special equipment and engine trouble. Eleven crews attacked in conditions of very good visibility 
and ground markers were accurately placed. Three sorties failed to return (S/Ldr McCarthy, P/O 

Mank and P/O Taylor). 462 aircraft took part including 83 Stirlings. Three Halifaxes from 4 Group 
that had participated in the same raid landed at Oakington. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area North Sea - a reconnaissance flight for USAAF. 

15 Squadron (Stirlings) moved from Bourn to Mildenhall by road and glider transport. 

15 Apr 

No operations planned. Gransden Lodge airfield becomes Oakington's second satellite. 

Oakington, Bourn and Gransden Lodge transfer to 8 (Pathfinder) Group. 

16 Apr 

7 Squadron (10 Stirlings), target Mannheim. Eight 7 Squadron sorties located and marked the target 
and four secured photographs of the aiming point. Visibility was excellent and the Main Force 
commented the timing and accuracy of the PFF. Four trains, two factories, aerodromes, barracks, a 
gun position and a warehouse received the attention of the bombers. One sortie was well south of 
his course and bombed a built-up area believed to be Karlsruhe and yet another returned early with 
engine trouble. A total of 271 aircraft took part including 95 Stirlings. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas North Sea and Stuttgart. The sortie (P/O Griffiths and 
Navigator Sgt Brown) assigned to Stuttgart is missing. 

17 Apr 

No operations planned. 97 Squadron (Stirlings) moved from Woodhall Spa to Bourn. 

18 Apr 

No operations planned for 7 Squadron. Two aircraft of 50 Squadron landed at Oakington one after 
laying mines in Spezia harbour, the other after an incendiary attack on dock installations of that port. 
1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area North Sea, long-range reconnaissance - successful. 

19 Apr 

Operations against Turin and Mannheim cancelled. 

405 (RCAF) Squadron moved from Leeming to Gransden Lodge. 

20 Apr 

7 Squadron (13 Stirlings), targets Stettin and Rostock. Eleven PFF sorties and two Main Force 
sorties on Rostock were required. Both Main Force sorties attacked in spite of a smoke screen in 
operation over the town. Nine of the Stettin aircraft reached the target, visibility over the target was 
excellent. Ground markers were concentrated on the aiming point. F/O Baker claimed to have 
destroyed an Me 109. F/Lt Parish and crew are missing. 

339 aircraft including 11 Stirlings took part in the raid on Stettin and 86 Stirlings took part in the all- 
Stirling raid on the Heinkel factory at Rostock. 

21 Apr 

No operations planned except for 1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Channel Islands - 
successful. 

Oakington won the RAF (Cambridge) Football Cup. 

22 Apr 

No operations planned 22 to 23 April. 

24 Apr 

Operations against Dusseldorf were cancelled owing to poor weather. Nos.7, 405 and 97 

Squadrons would have contributed. 

25 Apr 

Both units not required. 

26 Apr 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings), 97 Squadron (8 Lancasters) and 405 Squadron (11 Flalifaxes), target 
Duisburg. In spite of difficult weather conditions at base throughout the day, visibility over the target 
was excellent and the PFF laid the foundations of a very successful raid. Five 7 Squadron sorties 
attacked and one returned early. 

This was the first operation of 97 and 405 Squadrons since their incorporation into the group. All 
crews of 97 were successful and ten of 405 Squadron bombed the target. Sgt Crockett failed to 
return. 561 aircraft took part including 78 Stirlings, 215 Lancasters and 10 Flalifaxes. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Ruhr - successful. 

27 Apr 

Small scale effort for 7 and 97 Squadrons cancelled. 1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Irish 
Sea - successful. 

28 Apr 

No operations planned, 28 to 29 April, except for 1409 Flight (1 Mosquito) which carried out a long 
range reconnaissance flight to Fleligoland. 

29 Apr 

No operations planned. 
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30 Apr 

7 Squadron was not required as markers, but nine sorties were contributed to a small scale attack. 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings), target Bocholt. One sortie cancelled and four returned early, two with 
engine failures and the others with H 2 S u/s. Three crews claimed to have bombed the target 
although no visual identification was possible owing to cloud cover. Sgt Hallding and crew failed to 
return. This was an H 2 S training attack by eight Stirlings and four Halifaxes. 

97 Squadron (8 Lancasters), target Essen. One sortie cancelled and one returned early with engine 
trouble. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Wales and Aachen - successful. 

April 

1943 

7 Squadron carried out 93 sorties during the month of these 1 cancelled, 15 aborted (8 missing) and 
69 were successful. A total of 205,930 lbs of bombs, 489 flares and 252 Tl were dropped. 

97 Squadron carried out 16 sorties, of which 1 cancelled, 11 aborted (8 missing) and 14 were 
successful. A total of 143,000 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

15 Squadron carried out 59 sorties, 2 are missing and 46 were successful (actually 60 sorties, 
including 12 aborted). A total of 284,640 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

1409 Flight carried out 28 sorties, 

01 May 

No operations planned for 7 and 97 Squadrons. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Ushant / Scillies, Holland and Belgium - successful. 

02 May 

No operations planed for 7 or 97 Squadrons. The BBC broadcast hymn singing from the YMCA Hut. 
1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational area Karlsruhe, Koblenz and Lubeck - successful. 

03 May 

No operations planned for 7 or 97 Squadrons. 1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas 

Stuttgart and Scotland - successful. 

04 May 

7 Squadron (12 Stirlings) and 97 Squadron (10 Lancasters), targets Rheine (6) and Dortmund. Four 

7 Squadron training sorties claimed to have bombed Rheine, two returned early. The marking for 
the PFF for the attack on Dortmund was accurate and five sorties of the six detailed from 

7 Squadron (Main Force) bombed the target which was already well alight when they arrived. 

Three reported an enormous explosion in the target area. P/O Holden and crew failed to return. 

Nine 97 Squadron sorties also attacked Dortmund but visibility at Bourn was very poor on their 
return and aircraft were diverted. Sgt Reilly swung off the runway at Waterbeach and crashed into a 
Stirling on dispersal, killing him and injuring several members of his crew. One landed at Oakington 
and six were diverted to High Ercall. A total of 596 aircraft including 80 Stirlings and 255 Lancasters 
took part on the raid on Dortmund. The Rheine raid was an H 2 S training raid. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Siegen and the Belgian coast - successful. 

05 May 

7 and 97 Squadrons stood down. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area Boulogne - successful. 

06 May 

7 and 97 Squadrons stood down. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas UK and Aachen - successful. 

Visit of Marshall of the RAF, the Viscount Trenchard, who talked informally to air crew. 

07 May 

7 Squadron not detailed and 97 Squadron cancelled 

08 May 

Both squadrons stood down. 

09 May 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas England / Scotland and Belgium. F/O Hall (pilot) and 
P/O Woodruff (navigator) failed to return from the flight over Belgium. It was later reported that he is 
a PoW. The UK flight was successful. 

10 May 

Stand down for Bomber Command. 

11 May 

Operations for 7 and 97 Squadrons cancelled owing to poor weather. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas England and Chalon-sur-Marne - successful. 

12 May 

20 sorties of 7 Squadron cancelled. 97 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Duisburg. Eleven sorties 
claimed to have attacked the target, assisted by excellent marking. Observation of results was 
hampered by smoke, but S/Ldr Burns obtained a photograph showing detail near the centre of the 
target. The usual flak defences appear to have been overwhelmed. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas England and Paris - successful. 

13 May 

7 Squadron (19 Stirlings), target Bochum. Two 7 Squadron sorties cancelled and one returned early 
owing to engine trouble. 16 aircraft attacked the target (Main Force and reserve) and dropped a 
heavy load of bombs. Ground markers were concentrated and severe damage must have been 
inflicted on the target. A total of 442 aircraft took part including 95 Stirlings. /—> 
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13 May 

contd 

97 Squadron (9 Lancasters), target Skoda works at Pilzen. Two aircraft failed to take-off but 
remaining sorties claimed to have located and bombed their objective. A total of 156 Lancasters and 
12 Halifaxes took part. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Calais - successful. 

14 May 

Both squadrons stood down 14-23 March. They carried out training instead. 

15 May 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Heligoland - successful. 

16 May 

No entry. 

17 May 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area Bay of Biscay and Sylt - successful. 

18 May 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Denmark - successful. 

19 May 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Denmark - successful. 

Demonstration of target marking carried out at the Rushford bombing range. 

21 May 

1409 Flight (1 ? Mosquito), long range flight to Heligoland - successful. 

22 May 

No entry. 

23 May 

7 Squadron (20 Stirlings) and 97 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Dortmund. Two 7 Squadron 
sorties returned early with mechanical failures after jettisoning their bomb loads. 17 crews attacked 
the primary target, Dortmund was clear of cloud, the marking was satisfactory and a fair 
concentration of bombing was achieved. An enemy fighter intercepted the remaining sortie (Sgt 

Willis) and his aircraft was damaged by cannon fire. Sgt Willis landed at Middleton St George - the 
fighter is believed to have been shot down. 14 sorties of 97 Squadron attacked the target - one 
sortie cancelled and another returned early with defective intercom. 

120 Stirlings, 199 Flalifaxes, 151 Wellingtons, 343 Lancasters and 13 Mosquitoes took part. 

24 May 

Stand down for all units. Fire precautions exercise in conjunction with National Fire Service. 

25 May 

7 Squadron (19 Stirlings) and 97 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Dusseldorf. Three 7 Squadron 
aircraft failed to take-off and two returned early, but 13 crews claimed to have attacked the target 
which was obscured by cloud. One attacked Flaamstede airfield as excessive petrol consumption 
would not allow him to reach and return from the primary. One sortie (P/O Berthiaume) failed to 
return. 

15 sorties of 97 Squadron reached the target, who found it poorly marked and the raid very 
scattered. One sortie returned early with engine trouble. 

A total of 759 aircraft took part including 113 Stirlings and 323 Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Holland/ Belgium/ north-east France - successful. 

26 May 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area England - successful. 

27 May 

97 Squadron (8 Lancasters), target Essen. One aircraft failed to take-off with rear turret u/s but the 
remaining sorties attacked the target. Marking was excellent and fires well concentrated. A total of 

518 aircraft took part including 274 Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas England, North Sea and Holland - successful. 

28 May 

No operations. 

29 May 

7 Squadron (19 Stirlings) and 97 Squadron (19 Lancasters), target Wuppertal. Only one (7 

Squadron) out of 38 sorties, failed to bomb the target (engine u/s). Target was clear of cloud, the 
marking and backing-up accurate. Sgt Routen was intercepted by an Me 110, on the second attack 
the rear gunner of the Stirling (Sgt Woodcock) got in a burst from 350 yards. The fighter fell away 
with its port engine on fire and is claimed as destroyed. A total of 719 aircraft took part including 118 
Stirlings and 289 Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Bay of Biscay, west Jutland coast and northern 

Belgium - successful. 

30 May 

Full scale station gas exercise 

May 

1943 

7 Squadron carried out 90 sorties during the month, of which 5 cancelled, 11 were aborted, 1 was 
partially successful and 73 were successful. 

A total of 606,270 lbs of bombs and 115 TIs were dropped. 

97 Squadron provided 90 sorties of which 4 cancelled, 5 were aborted and 81 were successful. 

A total of 834,600 lbs of bombs and 24 TIs were dropped. 

1409 Met Flight carried out 34 sorties, all were successful. /—> 
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May 

1943 

Contd 

Accidents: 24-05-43, A 7 Squadron Stirling crash-landed at Middleton St George on return from 
operations, having been attacked by enemy fighters. Four crew members were taken to RAF 

Hospital Northallerton with gunshot wounds. The remaining three members were uninjured. 

01 Jun 

No operations between 01 and 04 June. 

03 Jun 

Bahabraham? ( Babraham ) Bombing Range taken over by Oakington. 

05 Jun 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area west coast of England - successful. 

06 Jun 

Operations for 7 Squadron cancelled. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Dunkirk /Sedan/ Le Havre - successful. 

07 Jun 

7 Squadron again cancelled. 

08 Jun 

Munster was again the target for 7 Squadron but the operation was cancelled. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area unknown - successful. 

09 Jun 

Operations for 7 Squadron cancelled. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area unknown - successful. 

10 Jun 

No operations planned. 

11 Jun 

After an exasperating period of cancellations 7 Squadron (21 Stirlings). The target was Munster, 
which was clear of cloud and most sorties were able to make visual identification. Marking was 
accurate and bombing concentrated. F/O DeVille and crew failed to return. His last message 
indicated that he was being forced down in the sea off the English coast. A search by Coastal 
Command, naval vessels, and later by two Stirlings failed to locate any survivors. One sortie 
returned early with engine trouble. A total of 72 aircraft took part. Eight sorties of 97 Squadron 
bombed the target. 

97 Squadron (9 Lancasters), target Dusseldorf. All sorties attacked the target but observations of 
the results were not possible due to smoke from fires burning below. 

(11-06-43 was the last entry for a squadron stationed at Bourn probably because this satellite had 
by now become a station in its own right). 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Emden/ Munster/Texel - successful. 

12 Jun 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area east coast of England -successful. 

13 Jun 

No operations planned for 7 Squadron. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Dutch coast - successful. 

14 Jun 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area (?) and Mayenne/ St Quentin. The crew covering St 
Quentin failed to return (pilot F/Sgt Durrant and navigator P/O Taylor). 

15 Jun 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Cherbourg - successful. Another sortie to Liverpool was 
aborted due to engine trouble. 

16 Jun 

7 Squadron detailed to attack Krefeld but the persistence of poor weather resulted in the operation 
being cancelled. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area North Sea . 

17 Jun 

7 Squadron stood down - demonstration of ground marking at the Rushford bombing range. 

18 Jun 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area west coast of England - successful. 

19 Jun 

7 Squadron (20 Stirlings and 2 Lancasters), target Le Creusot and Montchanin electrical transformer 
station. Bomber Command's attack switched from the Ruhr as prospects of excellent visibility 
offered an opportunity for precision bombing in France, 22 aircraft being detailed. The aim was to 
indicate Le Creusot with four white flares markers only, and then proceed to Montchanin which they 
were to mark and bomb. Ten illuminators were to mark and bomb Le Creusot, and then to prolong 
the illumination of Montchanin with the remainder of their flares. Eight Main Force aircraft were then 
to bomb Le Creusot. Visibility over the two targets was excellent. F/O Baker seems to have opened 
the attack on Le Creusot and Sgt Routen followed him in and obtained an excellent photo of the 
target. Smoke from flares and a smoke screen prevented observation of results of later bombing. 

The four sorties detailed to attack the transformer station at Montchanin claim to have bombed the 
target. P/O Zee's aircraft was hit by flak near Caen and again over Le Creusot but he completed his 
mission and landed his damaged plane at Ford. It is interesting to note that of the 22 aircraft 
detailed, two were Lancasters Ills - this being the first time 7 Squadron has operated this type. 
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20 Jun 

Operations for 7 Squadron cancelled. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area northern France / west coast of England - successful. 

21 Jun 

7 Squadron (22 Stirlings / Lancasters), target Krefeld - two sorties cancelled. The target was clear 
of cloud and initial ground marking by Mosquitoes was very accurate. The subsequent backing-up 
and bombing appears to be well concentrated. Sixteen crews attacked the target but four crews 
failed to return (S/Ldr Hughes, F/Lts Watt and Ince and F/O Meiklejohn). A total of 705 aircraft took 
part including 117 Stirlings and 262 Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area North Sea - successful. 

22 Jun 

7 Squadron (5 Stirlings / Lancasters), target Mulheim. One sortie returned early, owing to defective 
compass, the rest bombed the target with the Main Force. A dense pall of smoke covered the town 
and one enormous explosion north of the aiming point was reported by all sorties. The glow of fires 
in Mulheim was visible from the Dutch coast on the return journey. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area west coast of England - successful. 

23 Jun 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area unknown. Aircraft crashed near Chivers factory at Histon 
- crew uninjured. 

24 Jun 

The Battle of the Ruhr continued: 7 Squadron (? Stirlings / Lancasters), target Elberfeld. Good 
visibility, marking, backing up and a concentration of fires are all features of this raid. 7 Squadron 
lost three crews (W/Cdr Barrell, S/Ldr Savage and F/O Davis). For W/Cdr Barrell this operation 
would have constituted the last of his second tour. 

25 Jun 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area west coast of England - successful. 

26 Jun 

No operations planned 26/27 June. 

28 Jun 

7 Squadron (8 Stirlings / Lancasters), target Cologne. Seven sorties reached and bombed the 
target. One sortie returned early after sustaining damage from an enemy fighter just after crossing 
the Dutch coast. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Scilly Isles - successful. 

29 Jun 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area North Sea - successful. 

30 Jun 

7 Squadron stood down. 

June 

1943 

7 Squadron carried out 91 sorties during the month, of which 3 cancelled, 4 aborted, 1 was partially 
successful and 75 were successful. 

A total of 410,800 lbs of bombs, 77 TIs and 322 flares were dropped. 

1409 Flight carried out 23 sorties, 1 was aborted and 22 were successful. 

01 Jul 

Group Captain Alfred Henry Willetts assumed command of this station, vice Group Captain NH 
Fresson left to take command of Bourn and 97 Squadron. 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area North Sea - successful 

02 Jul 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area North Sea - successful. 

03 Jul 

7 Squadron not required. 

04 Jul 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area west coast - successful. 

No.2708 RAF Regiment Squadron arrived from Greencastle for defence duties at Oakington, Bourn 
and Gransden Lodge. 

05 Jul 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area south coast of England and Amsterdam - successful. 

06 Jul 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Beachy Head/ Chepstow/ Sealand - successful. 

07 Jul 

Bomber Command stood down. 

08 Jul 

7 Squadron originally stood down, but later two aircraft were called for to act as markers for the 
turning point on the return journey for another large-scale attack on Cologne. 7 Squadron (2 
Lancasters), target turning point over Germany. 

09 Jul 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area The Lizard/ Isle of Man / Sealand - successful. 

10 Jul 

No operations required except for 1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Paris and Beachy 
Head/ Ailly/ Rouen - successful flights at the request of USAAF. 
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11 Jul 

Four Lancasters of 7 Squadron detailed for an attack on Turin but the persistence of poor weather 
caused the cancellation of the operation. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area west coast of England - successful. 

12 Jul 

Four Lancasters were again detailed for Turin, and this time the operation was completely 
successful. 7 Squadron (4 Lancasters), target Turin. Visibility over the target was excellent and all 
sorties were able to identify Turin visually. Marking was good and bombing accurate. An uneventful 
and successful trip for three of the Lancasters, while the fourth (P/O Senger), surprised the Brest 
defences in daylight from 2,000 feet when he should have been over the English coast. He finally 
landed at Thruxton after being airborne for 11 hours. A total of 295 Lancasters took part. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Portland/ Bristol and base - successful. 

13 Jul 

7 Squadron (6 Stirlings and 1 Lancaster), target Aachen. Target was obscured by cloud cover and 
bombing had to be carried out using special navigation aids and markers. A damaged Stirling of 75 
Squadron from Mepal crashed at Oakington; there were seven survivors but the mid-upper gunner 
died despite valiant attempts by F/Lt Winter, the Medical Officer and Corporal Maynard, fire section 
at trying to save him. A total of 374 aircraft took part including 55 Stirlings and 18 Lancasters. 

14 Jul 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Paris, Fecamp/ Mantes/ Gassicourt/ Dieppe, Portland/ 
Torquay/ St Anne's Head. The first two sorties were at the request of USAAF. All sorties successful. 

15 Jul 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area west coast of England - successful. 

16 Jul 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area English Channel - successful. P/O Taylor of 1409 Flight, 
missing on the 14-06-43, walked into the mess to everyone's surprise after his escape from enemy- 
occupied territory. 

17 Jul 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Hannover/ Bremen and English Channel. Sortie over 
Germany flew at the request of USAAF - both were successful. 

18 Jul 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Osnabruck. The loss of S/Ldrthe Hon Philip Ingram 
Cunliffe-Lister, CO 1409 Met Flight was a great loss to the unit. He had taken-off on a pre-dawn 
flight to Osnabruck with his navigator P/O AP Kiernon. 

19 Jul 

An operation against Emden was cancelled. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Norwegian/ Danish coast - successful. 

20 Jul 

Emden again cancelled. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Ameland/ Assen/ Oldenburg - successful. 

21 Jul 

7 Squadron stood down. 

22 Jul 

7 Squadron detailed for Hamburg but base weather conditions were not promising and the 

Lancasters were withdrawn. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Hamburg and North Sea - successful. 

23 Jul 

7 Squadron again cancelled. 1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area North Sea - successful. 

24 Jul 

The success of the night’s attack on Hamburg more than compensated for the recent cancellations. 

7 Squadron (1 1 Stirlings and 8 Lancasters), target Hamburg. One Lancaster and a Stirling returned 
early and another Stirling failed to take-off. The remaining 16 sorties successfully located and 
attacked the target. Hamburg was clear of cloud and the early marking was of a high standard. A 
total of 791 aircraft took part including 125 Stirlings and 347 Lancasters. ( Window was used for the 
first time on this raid , resulting in an aircraft loss of only 1.5%). 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Hamburg. This was a preliminary weather 
reconnaissance for the above raid. 

25 Jul 

A bad night for the Axis - Mussolini resigned, miserably. 7 Squadron (9 Stirlings / Lancasters), 
target Essen. As Hamburg was still covered by smoke from the previous attack and a day light raid 
by USAAF, 7 Squadron's effort was reduced and Essen was the target selected. All aircraft claimed 
to have reached and attacked the target which was clear of cloud. A total of 705 aircraft took part 
including 104 Stirlings and 294 Lancasters. l—> 
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25 Jul 

contd 

Heligoland Bight and Hamburg - Kiel were at the request of USAAF. On crossing the German coast 
on the return journey, the starboard engine had to be feathered on account of heavy coolant 
leakage and the remainder of the journey was carried out on one engine. The pilot F/Sgt Clayton 
made a fine landing at Oakington. 

26 Jul 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area Heligoland Bight - successful. 

27 Jul 

7 Squadron (9 Stirlings and 11 Lancasters), target Hamburg. This raid was assisted by fires still 
burning from a previous raid and by excellent visibility, the leading 7 Squadron aircraft easily 
pinpointed the A/P - all sorties attacked the target. A Stirling crash-landed on the aerodrome due to 
two engines cutting out while the aircraft was in the circuit after flying back from operations - crew 
only slightly hurt. A total of 787 aircraft took part including 116 Stirlings and 353 Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Texel/ Osnabruck/ Hamburg/ Cuxhaven. This was mainly 
to report on the smoke conditions over Hamburg. 

28 Jul 

7 Squadron stood down. 

29 Jul 

7 Squadron (20 Stirlings / Lancasters), target Hamburg. Another heavy raid characterised by 
excellent marking and concentrated bombing. This time searchlight activity was more intense and 
an increase of enemy fighters. One sortie was withdrawn and another returned early with engine 
trouble. 18 crews attacked the target but P/O Forbes and crew failed to return. 

A total of 777 aircraft took part including 119 Stirlings and 340 Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area North Sea. Sortie undertaken at the request of USAAF - 
successful. 

30 Jul 

Operations for 7 Squadron cancelled. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area North Sea. Sortie undertaken to establish the amount of 
haze and sea fog over the area. 

31 Jul 

Another large-scale attack on Hamburg was planned and 7 Squadron had detailed 21 sorties but 
the unexpectedly rapid deterioration of base weather conditions again resulted in the cancellation of 
the effort. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Scillies. Sortie flown to establish the amount of cloud 
formation over the island. 


7 Squadron carried out 82 sorties for the month, of these 2 cancelled, 4 aborted and 76 were 
successful. A total of 58 flares, 384,840 lbs of bombs and 215 TIs were dropped. 

July 

1943 

Accidents: 14-07-43 - A Stirling returning from operations and belonging to RAF Mepal crash- 
landed at Oakington and burst into flames. The crew, with one exception, suffered from moderate 
degree injuries (burns and lacerations). The mid-upper gunner, who was trapped in the aircraft, was 
found dead and transferred to the mortuary. F/Lt Winter went into the burning aircraft to aid in the 
rescue and suffered from 2 nd degree burns on his face and neck, necessitating him being 
transferred to RAF Hospital Ely the next day. He is still in hospital. 

28-07-43 - A Stirling crash-landed on the aerodrome, due to two engines cutting out on the circuit, 
whilst returning from an operational trip. The crew suffered minor cuts and abrasions and were 
treated in the SSQ. 

01 Aug 

7 Squadron stood down. 

02 Aug 

7 Squadron (20 Stirlings / Lancasters), target Hamburg. One sortie failed to take-off due to engine 
trouble and another three returned early, two with defective engines and the other with intercom u/s. 
Very poor weather was encountered on the route to the target and a further six sorties abandoned 
owing to icing and electrical storms. Ten aircraft located and attacked the primary. One sortie (F/Lt 
Baker) was intercepted by an Me 210 near Wesermunde. The enemy aircraft was shot down and 
bombs were jettisoned over Wesermunde. A total of 740 aircraft took part including 105 Stirlings 
and 329 Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Beachy Head/ Holyhead and Texel - successful. 

03 Aug 

7 Squadron stood down. 

04 Aug 

Operations against Milan, to which 7 Squadron would have had seven sorties detailed were 
cancelled owing to poor weather reports. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Cabourg/ Mont Blanc/ Moulins - successful. 

Information received of the death in action of W/Cdr Barrell and W/O Pointer, missing on 25 June 
1943. Another member of this crew, W/O Pearson was officially notified as a POW. 
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05 Aug 

Operations against Milan cancelled. 

06 Aug 

Operations again cancelled. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Le Havre/ Lyons/ Fecamp. Information required on the 
weather conditions over the Alps. 

Information received of the death in action of Sgt Cox, 7 Squadron, missing on 22 June 1943. 

07 Aug 

Milan finally attacked: 7 Squadron (8 Lancasters), target Milan. All sorties claimed to have located 
and hit the target. After taking-off in poor conditions at base, 7 Squadron's aircraft ran out of cloud 
after crossing the French coast and found the target clear of cloud. Defences were weak - marking 
accurate and bombing was concentrated. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Munster/ Osnabruck/ Emden. Sortie flown at the request 
of USAAF. 

08 Aug 

7 Squadron stood down. 1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Irish Sea - successful. 

09 Aug 

7 Squadron (2 Lancasters), target Mannheim. Only two aircraft were required to act as backers-up 
for an attack on Mannheim. Both attacked and the operation was a success as marking was 
concentrated with many fires started. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Irish Sea - successful. 

10 Aug 

7 Squadron (18 Lancasters), target Nuremberg. All sorties located and attacked the target, although 
the operation does not appear to be as concentrated as most of the more recent raids. The target 
was obscured by cloud and marking rather scattered. The sudden switching of our effort from 
Mannheim, combined with the mock marking of that city by a few Mosquitoes completely foxed the 
German defences. F/O Belsey's aircraft developed a serious petrol leak on the return trip and the 
crew bailed out over Manston. All members landed safely and the aircraft crashed in open country 
ten miles north of Canterbury. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Hoorn/ Hamm/ Wuestensachsen/Witzenhausen / 
Osnabruck and Pembroke - successful 

11 Aug 

7 Squadron stood down. 

12 Aug 

7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), targets Turin (6) and Milan (13). Six aircraft were required to act as 
bakers-up in a small-scale attack on Turin and a further 13 aircraft for a much larger attack on Milan. 
Visibility over both targets was good; a very good concentration of marking and bombing was 
achieved. Searchlights in both areas were few and the flak ineffective. S/Ldr Butterfield and crew 
failed to return from the attack on Milan and F/O Pearson returned early with engine trouble. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Texel/ Essen/ Westkapelle and Chartres/ Lyons/ 

Exeter. The first Pampa was at the request of USAAF - both were successful. 

13 Aug 

7 Squadron stood down. 

14 Aug 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Milan. There was considerable cloud cover over the first part of 
the route but this cleared as the sorties approached the Alps and the target was identified visually. 
Early arrivals reported a few fires still burning from the previous raid. There had been an ineffective 
attempt to obscure ground detail by a smoke screen. A total of 140 Lancasters took part. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Lizard Point - successful. 

15 Aug 

7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), target Milan. All sorties located and attacked the target. Marking was 
accurate and many fires were burning as the aircraft turned away. Flak was weak and searchlights 
futile and this trip was uneventful for all crews except that of 'X' (P/O Wells) who was intercepted 
near Lyons by a Ju 88. The enemy made six attacks and all were ineffective and no damage was 
sustained by the Lancaster but the Ju 88 is claimed as damaged. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area north-west France - successful. 

16 Aug 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Cherbourg / Fecamp. Sortie flown at the request of 

USAAF. 

17 Aug 

7 Squadron (17 Lancasters), target Peenemunde. Bomber Command's attack switched from Italy to 
Germany and a strong force bombed the experimental station at Peenemunde. All 7 Squadron 
sorties located and attacked the target. Markers were dropped accurately and visibility over the 
target was good, enabling most crews to get visual pinpoints. A smoke screen was in action but was 
too late to be effective. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Frankfurt/ Mannheim. Sortie flown at the request of 

USAAF. 
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18 Aug 

7 Squadron not required, or operations cancelled 18-21 August. 

19 Aug 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Dieppe/ Dijon/ Lyons and The Hague - successful. 

20 Aug 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area west coast of England - successful. 

21 Aug 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Squires Gate/ Exeter - successful. 

22 Aug 

7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), target Leverkusen. The route was clear of cloud but the target was 
obscured and the marking and bombing scattered, although several large fires were reported in a 
built-up area. Three sorties returned early. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas south coast of England and Le Touquet/ Charleroi/ 
Ostend - successful. 

23 Aug 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters), target Berlin. Four sorties returned early with various defects and 16 
reached and bombed the target. Berlin was clear of cloud and the marking was of a good standard. 
Flak opposition was fierce in the opening stages of the attack and search light activity intense. 

Decoy markers outside the city failed to attract any serious attention and bombing was well 
concentrated. One crew S/Ldr Lofthouse with the Station Commander, Group Captain AH Willetts 
as passenger, failed to return from this mission. A total of 727 aircraft took part including 335 
Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area north of Kassel - successful. 

24 Aug 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Paris and Le Treport. Mission flown for the USAAF. 

Two members of W/Cdr Barren's crew (7 Squadron) F/Lt Emery and P/O Keatley are PoWs. 

25 Aug 

7 Squadron stood down. 

26 Aug 

No operations planned. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area English Channel - successful. 

27 Aug 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters), target Nuremberg. Previously attacked this month, it was again the 
target for the attention of a large force of Bomber Command. Nineteen 7 Squadron sorties located 
and attacked the target. Reports indicate that this raid was far more successful than the previous 
one. Visibility was good, the marking and bombing excellent. Night fighters were active but there 
was very little in the way of interception. Two sorties returned early. Seven aircraft dropped a bomb 
each on Heilbronn on the way to Nuremberg to test their H 2 S equipment. A total of 674 aircraft took 
part. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Welsh coast and Calais/ Boulogne. The second sortie 
(France) was at the request of USAAF. 

28 Aug 

7 Squadron not required. Official confirmation that Sqd Ldrthe Hon P.l Cunliffe-Lister and his 
navigator P/O AP Kernon are PoWs. This is good news of the former CO of 1409 Met Flight. 

29 Aug 

No operations planned. 

30 Aug 

The Battle of the Ruhr resumed. 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters) and 97 Squadron (6 Lancasters), 
target Monchengladbach (Munchen Gladbach until 1950). Thirteen 7 Squadron sorties located and 
attacked the target. The initial marking of the target lacked continuity but as the raid developed and 
the cloud that covered it drifted away a good bombing concentration was achieved. Marking of the 
second aiming point was punctual and accurate and many fires were seen to be burning. Three 
aircraft failed to return (S/Ldr Anekstein, F/O Wells and F/Sgt Sutherst). 

Owing to urgent runway repairs at Bourn 'C' Flight of 97 Squadron operated from Oakington and all 
claimed to have bombed the target. A total of 660 aircraft took part including 297 Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas English Channel and North Sea - successful. 

31 Aug 

7 Squadron (18 Lancasters) and 97 Squadron (9 Lancasters), target Berlin. Both squadrons 
operated out of Oakington. The target was covered by low cloud at the beginning of the attack 
causing initial marking and bombing to be scattered. As the raid developed the concentration 
improved and a few gaps in the clouds enabled some photos to be taken. 14 sorties of 7 Squadron 
claimed to have located and attacked the target, two crews bombed alternatives - one on a built-up 
area south of Berlin after being hit by flak and the other on a small town in the Magdeburg- 
Halberstadt area. Two sorties returned early with engine trouble. A total of 622 aircraft took part 
including 331 Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Paris and Vordingborg/ Arnborg - successful 
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Aug 

1943 

7 Squadron carried out 203 sorties, of which 2 cancelled, 21 aborted (6 missing), 3 partially 
successful and 172 were successful. 

A total of 1,177,980 lbs of bombs, 348 flares and 372 TIs were dropped. 

Accidents: 03-08-43 - Stirling aircraft (7 Sqd) made a sudden swing on landing after an operational 
sortie, the pilot received a slight head injury and was treated at RAF Hospital, Littleport. 

08-08-43 - A Lancaster (7 Sqd) while over the target, had to take evasive action to avoid collision 
with another aircraft and the WOp/AG who was standing by the flare shoot, was thrown into the air, 
receiving a severe sprain to an ankle. He was treated at RAF Hospital, Ely. 

11 -08-43 - A Lancaster (7 Sqd) returning from operations was short of petrol over Kent, and the 
seven crew members bailed out successfully over Cheswick. Slight injuries were received by three 
of the crew and were treated in Margate General Hospital, and the bomb aimer in RAF Ely Hospital. 

01 Sep 

7 Squadron stood down 01-02 September. 

02 Sep 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Brittany, Brest and Paris. Sorties to examine cloud 
formations over the three areas. 

03 Sep 

7 Squadron (20 Lancasters), target Berlin. 15 crews attacked the primary. The raid started late but 
the marking was good, the bombing concentrated and many fires were raging. As the raid 
developed searchlights became confused and flak decreased. P/O Routen, coned by numerous 
searchlights over target, dived to 2,000 feet and was attacked by an Me 210 as he climbed away. 

The enemy aircraft was hit by good bursts from mid-upper and rear gunners as he passed astern 
and fell away in flames. He was seen to hit the ground and explode. Three crews failed to return 
(W/O Hatchard, F/O Crockford and F/Lt French). One sortie returned early. A total of 316 

Lancasters and just 4 Mosquitoes took part. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Cayeux/ St Valery. Sortie flown at the request of USAAF. 

04 Sep 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Sens/ Evreux. Sortie flown at the request of USAAF. 

05 Sep 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Mannheim. All sorties claimed to have located and attacked the 
target which was clear of cloud and visibility was excellent. PFF was accurate. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Birmingham/ Isle of Wight - successful. 

06 Sep 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Munich. One crew returned early and the remaining sorties 
claimed to have located and attacked the target which was covered by cloud. Bombing was 
therefore scattered. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area Mannheim. Pampas flown at the request of USAAF. 

07 Sep 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Eindhoven and Scilly Isles/ Chicken Rock. The 
Eindhoven sortie was flown at the request of USAAF. Both were successful. 

08 Sep 

Operations for 7 Squadron to Berlin cancelled. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Frankfurt, Sylt and Cap d'Antifer - successful. 

09 Sep 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Cap d'Antifer/ Gournay/ Senlis/ Gravelines, Paris, 
Alengon/Chartres/ Rouen/ Paris . Pampas flown at the request of USAAF. Three enemy fighters 
were shaken off over France and a further two fighters by seeking cloud cover. 

10 Sep 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Bergen. Sortie diverted to Kinloss owing to bad weather 
over Oakington. 

11 Sep 

Total stand down 11/12 September. 

13 Sep 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational Chelmsford/ Beachy Head - successful. 

14 Sep 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational area Paris/ Amiens. Sorties flown at the request of USAAF. 
(Second/ third sorties possibly the same). 

15 Sep 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target was the rubber tyre factory north of Montlugon. Visibility en- 
route was excellent, but the target was obscured by cloud, causing some bombing to be scattered. 
However a sufficient concentration of bombing was achieved to cause severe damage to the 
factory. Thirteen sorties claim to have attacked the target and one crew returned early owing to 
sickness of the pilot. A total of 369 aircraft took part including 40 Lancasters. /—> 
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15 Sep 
contd 

1409 Flight (4 Mosquitoes), operational areas north/ central France (3), 

Meppel/ Rheine/ Groningen (1). Three of these sorties were at the request of USAAF. 

Information received of the death of F/O Duro - missing 22-12-42 while on a raid to Munich, and of 

Sgt Hunt of F/O Davis's crew who failed to return from a raid on Elberfeld on 25-06-1943. 

16 Sep 

7 Squadron (5 Lancasters), target Marshalling yards at Modane. The five aircraft were to be part of 
the Main Force. There was no cloud over the target and no opposition from the ground. The four 
sorties that attacked the target were able to get good visual pinpoints of the target. Marking was 
accurate and bombing accurate. The abortive sortie was caused by intercom failure. 

A total of 340 aircraft took part of which 43 were Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas La Rochelle and Irish Sea. The first Pampa was flown 
at the request of USAAF. 

17 Sep 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Mannheim. Sortie flown at the request of USAAF. 

Three members of S/Ldr Butterfield’s crew S/Ldr CJ Myers, F/Lt Baker and W/O Croney, missing 

12/13 August 1943 are reported as PoWs. 

18 Sep 

No operations planned except 1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area St Nazaire/ Lorient. Sortie 
flown at the request of USAAF. 

19 Sep 

Total stand down 19/20 September. 

20 Sep 

Sgt J Kilfoyle of F/O Meiklejohn's crew missing 22 June 1943 is reported as PoW. 

21 Sep 

No operations planned except 1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Paris (2) and 
Berck-sur-Mer/Epernay/ Mons/ Ghent. The Paris sorties flown at the request of USAAF. 

22 Sep 

7 Squadron (19 Lancasters), targets Hannover (14) and Oldenburg (5). Hannover was clear of cloud 
and this enabled the squadron's sorties to get good pinpoints. Reports indicate that this was a well 
timed and accurate attack. 12 crews of 7 Squadron bombed in a space of less than eight minutes. 

Many fires and explosions were seen around the aiming point. One sortie returned early owing to 
defective rear turret. P/O Stenhouse and crew are missing. The small-scale diversionary attack on 
Oldenburg was also successful and all sorties claim to have bombed the primary. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Bruges/ Meppel and La Rochelle/ St Nazaire - 
successful. 

One member of S/Ldr Savage's crew (F/Sgt Barnes), missing 25 June 1943 is reported as killed in 
action, the body of Sgt HR Glover (another member of F/O Davis' crew) was washed ashore. 

23 Sep 

7 Squadron (17 Lancasters), targets Mannheim (12) and Darmstadt (5). Weather conditions in both 
areas were excellent and the PFF was accurate and well timed. Eleven Lancasters bombed the 
primary - many fires and several explosions were reported in the target area. The remaining sortie 
abandoned his mission owing to sickness of the navigator but bombed airfields in northern France. 

One aircraft detailed to Darmstadt abandoned the mission owing to W/T failure. The other four 
attacked the target. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area St Nazaire. Pampas flown at the request of USAAF. 

24 Sep 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Stuttgart. Sortie flown at the request of USAAF. 

25 Sep 

Operations against Kiel cancelled. 

25 Sep 

Operations against Hannover and Brunswick cancelled. 1409 Flight (4 Mosquitoes), operational 
areas Rennes/ Beauvais, St Nazaire/ Rennes, Oldenburg and Heligoland. Three of these sorties 
were at the request of USAAF (Pampas sorties). All four were successful. 

Three more of F/O Meiklejohn's crew, Sgts LE Ellingham, F Hugo and W.E Cole are now reported 
as PoWs. Sgt WL Hansen and P/O CFP Brown both of S/Ldr Hughes's crew are now reported as 
PoWs. Sgt PGE Ross of F/O Duro's crew has been captured. F/Lt Hilton (navigator) of W/Cdr 

Barren's crew, missing 24 / 25 June 1943 is now known to have been killed in action. 

27 Sep 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters), targets Hannover (14) and Brunswick (7). Hannover was the primary 
and Brunswick as a diversionary objective. Twelve of the sorties detailed to attack Hannover claim 
to have bombed. Visibility in target area was excellent. Searchlights were numerous and flak 
moderate. F/O Wilson the captain of 'Q' was coned by a large number of searchlights and a shell 
burst close to the starboard wing. The rear gunner and navigator were seriously injured and the 2nd 
pilot and engineer slightly injured. The starboard guns were put out of action and then an FW 190 
attacked the aircraft! Both the mid-upper and rear gunners claimed hits on the fighter, which went 
into a dive and was not seen again. 'Q' made a crash landing at Oakington without any further 
injuries to the crew. 
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27 Sep 
contd 

Brunswick was also free of cloud and the marking was free of searchlights and flak. All 7 Squadron 
sorties located and attacked the target. A total of 678 aircraft took part on the Hannover raid of 
which 312 were Lancasters and 21 Lancasters plus six Mosquitoes took part in the Brunswick raid. 
1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Heligoland. Sortie flown at the request of USAAF. 

28 Sep 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Welsh coast - successful. 

29 Sep 

The Battle of the Ruhr continues: 7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), target Bochum. One sortie returned 
early, crashed landed at Swanton Morley after being diverted owing to poor visibility at base - crew 
uninjured. 

The remaining nine crews attacked Bochum which was free of cloud and defences not too strong. 
Searchlights were ineffective and fighters less effective than previous Ruhr raids. 

A total of 352 aircraft took part of which 213 were Lancasters. 

29 Sep 

Group Captain AH Willetts (former Station CO) and all other members of the crew of S/Ldr 

Lofthouse, except for the bomb aimer (Sgt Caton) are officially reported as PoWs. This crew failed 
to return from the Berlin raid on 24 August 1943. 7 Squadron's former Gunnery Leader S/Ldr CO 
Bastian is also reported as a PoW - he was missing with S/Ldr Hughes on 22 June 1943. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Prestwick. Sortie flown by Air Commodore DCT Bennett. 

(A VM 'Don' Bennett CB CBE DSO RAF was an Australian aviation pioneer and bomber pilot who 
rose to be the youngest Air Vice-Marshal in the Royal Air Force. He was a founder of the Pathfinder 
Force and AOC of 8 Group , from 13 January 1943 to the end of the WWII. He has been described 
as "one of the most brilliant technical airmen of his generation: an outstanding pilot, a superb 
navigator who was also capable of stripping a wireless set or overhauling an engine".) 

30 Sep 

Operations cancelled for 7 Squadron. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Eckernforde/ Amrum. Whilst taking photos the Mosquito 
was intercepted by an FW 190 but by a steep and rapid dive to the nearest cloud cover, the fighter 
was shaken off. This dive cost the observer his composure and the aircraft returned without a top 
hatch and minus a considerable amount of fabric. 

Sept 

1943 

7 Squadron carried out 136 sorties for the month, of which 1 cancelled, 12 aborted, 2 were partially 
successful and 121 were successful. 

A total of 1,028,560 lbs of bombs, 446 flares and 183 TIs were dropped. 

Accidents: 04-09-43 - The rear gunner of a Lancaster was killed by cannon fire from enemy aircraft 
whilst on a sortie over enemy territory. The remainder of the crew were uninjured and the aircraft 
landed at base. 

01 Oct 

7 Squadron (20 Lancasters), target Stuttgart. Although 20 aircraft were originally detailed for this 
attack only four sorties actually took-off as the weather situation was uncertain. Well concentrated 
markers were seen but these soon disappeared under cloud. Three sorties bombed on the markers 
arrived too late owing to taking violent evasive action to avoid enemy fighters and bombed in the 
Koblenz area instead. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Norderney and Lands End. The first sortie flown at 
the request of USAAF. Both were successful. 

P/O Watts of F/O Well's crew, missing on 30 / 31 August is now a PoW. 

02 Oct 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters), target Munich. F/O Beaumont's aircraft was attacked by a fighter south 
of Strasbourg. The rear gunner was slightly wounded and a fire started on the tailplane spar. The 
mid-upper gunner (F/Sgt Barton) managed to pull out ammunition which had begun to explode and 
he extinguished the fire. All bombs were then jettisoned and a safe landing made at base. 

The crew of 'A' (F/O Payne) claimed an enemy aircraft. This Lancaster was attacked south of 

Munich on the way home - the mid-upper gunner fired a long burst and the fighter burst into flames 
and dived into cloud. 

20 sorties bombed the primary, which was clear of cloud, and markers were also well placed. An 
enemy intruder, who dropped a small bomb outside the aerodrome, interrupted the landing of the 
returning bombers at Oakington. A total of 294 Lancasters and two B-17s took part. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas North Sea, Friesian Islands and Gravelines/ Le 

Havre. Two of these sorties were flown at the request of USAAF. All three were satisfactory. 
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03 Oct 

7 Squadron (17 + ? Lancasters), targets Kassel (17) and Hannover (?). Sixteen sorties located and 
attacked the primary target which was free of cloud, but haze made positive identification 
impossible. Marking was concentrated and many fires were burning as a result of the bombing. 

The choice of a larger diversionary target (Hannover) appears to have been extremely effective in 
drawing off enemy fighters. Defences at Kassel were only moderate. The abortive sortie was due to 
a defective oxygen supply to rear and mid-upper turrets. A total of 547 aircraft took part in the 

Kassel raid. Ten aircraft took part in the diversionary raid. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Amsterdam/ Koblenz, North Sea and northern 

England. The first sortie was recalled shortly before reaching the Dutch coast. The other two were 
successful, one of which was at the request of USAAF. 

04 Oct 

7 Squadron (7 Lancasters), targets Frankfurt (6) and Ludwigshafen (1). This was a small follow-up 
raid after a daylight attack by USAAF and one sortie to Ludwigshafen which was the diversionary 
target. Frankfurt was bombed by four 7 Squadron sorties - visibility was good in the target area 
except for a slight haze and marking was accurate. Complete electrical failure and sickness of 
navigator respectively caused the early return of the two other sorties. A total of 406 aircraft took 
part of which 162 were Lancasters. Ludwigshafen was successfully bombed by the other aircraft. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Frankfurt, Mainz and northern England. The first two 
sorties were carried out for USAAF; the third was described as a ‘stooge’. All three were successful. 

05 Oct 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Portland/ Holyhead - successful. 

Two members of S/Ldr Anekstein's crew, missing on 30/31 August 1943 (MonchengladbachJ - 
F/O Atkinson and Sgt Genny are reported as PoWs. 

06 Oct 

Operations for 18 sorties for 7 Squadron cancelled owing to unfavourable weather. 1409 Flight (2 
Mosquitoes), operational areas west coast of England - successful. 

07 Oct 

7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), targets Stuttgart (12) and Friedrichshafen (3). Ten sorties claimed to 
have attacked the primary although no assessment was possible owing to the target being obscured 
by cloud. Two sorties aborted because of engine trouble and turret failure. Friedrichshafen was 
attacked by all three sorties. A smoke screen was in action but bomb bursts were seen. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Oldenburg/ Emden and Portland/ Bay of Biscay. 

The first sortie was at the request of USAAF. Both were successful. 

08 Oct 

7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), target Hannover. This time reports from our crews were most 
encouraging. Bremen was the diversionary target and achieved its objective by drawing enemy 
fighters from Hannover. The primary had excellent visibility and the marking accurate. Thirteen 
aircraft from 7 Squadron bombed the target and many fires were started. Two crews failed to return 
(W/O Hartstein and P/O MacPherson). 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Dutch coast - successful 

09 Oct 

Sgt Ogilvy of F/O Well's crew is now known to be a PoW. 

7 Squadron stood down. 1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Heligoland/ Cape Arcona and 
beyond - a long and successful Pampa. 

10 Oct 

Complete stand down 10-12 October. 

F/Sgt Thighe of F/Lt French’s crew, now known to be a PoW. 

13 Oct 

7 Squadron still not required. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area unknown plus the west coast of England - successful. 

14-16 

Oct 

Information from Red Cross that Sgts Balster, Barton and Stevenson of F/O Well's crew, missing on 
30/31 August from a raid on Monchengladbach are now PoWs. Sgt Hayward of F/Sgt Sutherat's 
crew are PoWs. 

15 Oct 

Total stand down 15/16 October. 

17 Oct 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area Munster and Aachen. Sorties flown at the request of 
USAAF - both satisfactory. 

18 Oct 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Hannover. In a space of six minutes, 14 Lancasters of 7 

Squadron dropped their full load of bombs on the target area which was covered by cloud. Two 
crews failed to return (W/O Marshall and Sgt Noness). 360 Lancasters took part. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area Munster and Aachen. Sorties carried out at the request 
of USAAF. 
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19 Oct 

Operations against Munich and Augsburg cancelled, owing to unfavourable weather. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Luneburg/ Hannover/ Bremen/ Aurich and Mannheim 
- both successful. 

20 Oct 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Leipzig. Very unfavourable weather conditions were 
encountered and one sortie abandoned the mission after flying into severe electrical storms. F/Lt 
Harding returned early owing to a defective turret after dropping his 4,000-lb bomb on Texel and 

F/O Croxford's machine was thrown onto its back by heavy flak burst near Leipzig and went into a 
spin. He regained control at 4,000 feet after bombs had been jettisoned. 11 sorties bombed the 
target and two crews failed to return, ’U’ (F/O Leitch) and 'A' (Sgt Watson). A total of 358 Lancasters 
took part. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Cap D' Erquy/ Blain/ile d’Yeu/ Guehenno/ Pleujean 
and Ruhr. Sorties flown at the request of USAAF - both satisfactory. 

21 Oct 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Bourges/ Le Bourget and Danish coast. Pampas 
flown at the request of USAAF - both satisfactory. 

22 Oct 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters), targets Kassel (14) and Frankfurt (7). Two targets again - Kassel and 
a diversionary raid on Frankfurt. Both areas were free of cloud band, many of the crews were able 
to identify salient features of the towns. Kassel was one of Germany's important locomotive 
manufacturing works and 12 crews claimed to have successfully attacked it. Icing and oxygen 
failures caused the return of two sorties. 

A smaller force, to which 7 Squadron provided seven aircraft, again attacked Frankfurt which had 
been recently bombed by both USAAF and Bomber Command. The primary purpose of this mission 
was to draw off enemy fighters covering our main target. F/O Payne and crew failed to return from 
this mission. A total of 569 aircraft took part of which 322 were Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational area France (2) and Pembroke - successful. 

23 Oct 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Le Touquet and Aalborg - successful. 

24 Oct 

No operations for 7 Squadron and a demonstration at Odstone bombing range cancelled. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Dunkirk/ Lille/ Rheims/ Epinal/ Freiburg and 

Osnabruck/ Cuxhaven - successful. 

25 Oct 

Total stand down 25 to 26 October. 

27 Oct 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Haarlem/ Tilbury /Stavelot/ Bruges - successful. 

28 Oct 

No operations planned 28 to 29 October. 

30 Oct 

Operations for 7 Squadron cancelled. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas northern Holland (2), Boulogne/Paris - successful. 

31 Oct 

No operations planned for 7 Squadron. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Ostend/ SaarbrOcken/ Le Touquet and The Hague/ 
Munster/ Hannover/ Bremen - successful. 

Oct 

1943 

7 Squadron carried out 131 sorties for the month, of which 9 were aborted, 7 are missing, 

2 were partially successful and 113 were successful. 

A total of 872,860 lbs of bombs, 479 flares and 210 TIs were dropped. 

Accidents: 02-10-43 - Two crew members were slightly injured when their aircraft was attacked by a 
fighter over enemy territory. 

03-10-43 - The flight engineer of a Lancaster returning from a sortie was injured when the pilot 
made a heavy landing on returning to base after a sortie. 

08-10-43 - Two Lancasters, both manned by new crews failed to return from enemy territory. 

01 Nov 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Bayeux/ Nantes/ Guingamp - successful. 

02 Nov 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Arras/ Beauvais/ Abbeville - successful. 

03 Nov 

7 Squadron (13 Lancasters), targets Dusseldorf (4) and Cologne (9). The four aircraft detailed for 
Dusseldorf claim to have located and bombed the target. Haze prevented pinpoint bombing of 
Cologne. All sorties attacked the target. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Dutch coast, near the Sylt coast, and one to Le 
Touquet/ Stuttgart/ Dunkirk -successful. 
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04 Nov 

7 Squadron not required 04-09 November. 

05 Nov 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Brussels/ Marburg/ Munster/ Rotterdam and northern 
France. Sorties flown at the request of USAAF - both Pampas successful. 

06 Nov 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Lille/ Metz/ Lake Constance/ Freiburg and Munster. 
During the second sortie three FW 190s were encountered and the Mosquito suffered some 
damage before cloud cover could be reached. 

07 Nov 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas North Sea, Frisian Islands and Utrecht/ Koblenz/ 
Aachen/ Rotterdam. Two enemy fighters made an abortive attempt to intercept the Mosquito over 
Koblenz. 

08 Nov 

1409 Flight (5 Mosquitoes), operational areas North Wales (2), Lorient, Koblenz and Cambrai/ 
Schweinfurt/ Liege - all Pampas successful. 

09 Nov 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Egmond/ Hannover/ Leeuwarden and Abbeville/ 
Mulhouse/ Troyes/ Dieppe - successful. 

10 Nov 

7 Squadron (7 Lancasters), target Modane marshalling yards. Modane was a vital link in the chain 
of supply for Hitler's army, now trying to establish a 'winter line' south of Rome, and was attacked by 
a medium force of bombers. All seven sorties attacked the target. 

A total of 313 Lancasters took part. 

1409 Flight (4 Mosquitoes), operational areas Dutch and Danish coasts, Southern France and 
Aldergrove - successful. 

11 Nov 

Operations again cancelled for 7 Squadron. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Romo/ Aero?/ Flensburg/ Nordstrand and Munster. 
Sorties flown at the request of USAAF - both successful. 

Information received of the safe return to the UK of P/O Hudson of W/Cdr Barren's crew, missing 25 
June 1943. 

12 Nov 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Dijon/Lake Geneva/ Chalon and Blaavands Huk - 
successful 

13 Nov 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas Wilhelmshaven/ Ulzen/ Osnabruck/ Utrecht, Esbjerg/ 
Sylt and Cayeux/ Dijon/ Saint-Valery - successful 

14 Nov 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), Blaavands Huk and Stuttgart. The Mosquito sent to Stuttgart is missing 
(P/O Clayton DFM and F/O John). A report of a Mosquito being shot down in the Lille area, ties up 
with the routing of this machine. 

15 Nov 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Heligoland - successful. 

16 Nov 

Operations cancelled except for 1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Stavanger. Sortie flown 
at the request of USAAF - successful. 

17 Nov 

7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), target Mannheim. This was a small-scale attack on Mannheim. 15 
sorties attacked the target which was covered by cloud so pinpointing was impossible although 
several large fires were seen. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area North Sea - successful. 

18 Nov 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters), targets Berlin (3) and Mannheim (18). 14 sorties attacked the target at 
Mannheim which was free of cloud although pinpointing was rendered impossible by haze and a 
very good smoke screen. Three aircraft dropped their HE on the Mainz area, two jettisoning their 
bombs in order to elude searchlights after being coned. 

F/Lt Harding flying ’N’ failed to return from this mission. This raid would have been the 45 th and last 
of a very fine tour. Three sorties took-off for the attack on Berlin but two returned early with defective 
oxygen supply and dropped their bombs on Texel instead. The remaining sortie attacked the 
primary but no results were observed. A total of 440 Lancasters and four Mosquitoes took part in the 
raid on Berlin, while 395 aircraft attacked Mannheim. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), both Pampas over North Sea - successful. 

19 Nov 

7 Squadron stood down. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational area Dutch coast - successful. 
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20 Nov 

7 Squadron stood down - no flying due to fog 20/21 November. 

22 Nov 

7 Squadron (20 Lancasters), target Berlin. This was the largest raid so far on the German capital. 
Sixteen 7 Squadron sorties attacked the primary. No ground detail was seen in the target area 
owing to cloud. PFF marking was concentrated and the attack was carried out in the face of intense 
and accurate barrage. Two sorties returned early, one owing to sickness of flight engineer and the 
other with technical problems. Two crews (S/Ldr Nesbitt and W/O Dorrell) are missing. 

A total of 764 aircraft took part of which 469 were Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Flannover/ Gardelegen/ Flamburg - successful 

23 Nov 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters), target Berlin. The fires from the previous attack were still raging and 
bombing took place on the glow of fires reflected on the cloud cover -17 sorties attacked the target. 
Immediately after releasing his bombs, F/O Williams flying 'J2' was hit by a heavy burst of flak and 
an elevator control was severed. By careful handling sufficient control of the aircraft was regained to 
justify and attempt to reach the UK, although the crew knew that no evasive action could be taken if 
attacked by fighters. Oakington was reached and as no landing could be made the crew except for 
pilot and navigator bailed out. The intention was to take the aircraft to the coast and bail out there, 
allowing the aircraft to crash in the sea. The pilot and navigator bailed out safely but on leaving the 
aircraft it went into a stall and crashed near Downham Market. 

Two sorties returned early with technical problems and two are missing (F/Sgts Page and Tindle). 

A total of 383 aircraft took part of which 365 were Lancasters. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Denmark - successful. 

24 Nov 

627 Squadron: ‘C’ Flight, 627 Squadron from Wyton moved to Oakington with Mosquito IVs. 

627 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Nuisance attack by three sorties but two returned early 
(cabin heater u/s and Gee equipment failure) and one attacked the primary - no results observed. 

7 Squadron not required. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas North Sea ‘stooge’ and Blankenberge/ Mons/ 

Koblenz/ Mundo? - successful. 

25-Nov 

Operations for 7 Squadron, (21 sorties against Berlin), cancelled. 627 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), 
target Berlin. Nuisance attack by four sorties but one cancelled with engine failure and the others 
attacked although results not known. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Texel/ Flannover/ Cuxhaven and Emden/ Flannover - 
successful. 

26 Nov 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters), target Berlin. This was the third attack this week and this time the 
target was clear of cloud - 17 sorties bombed the primary. 

F/O Field, piloting 'A,' had an alarming experience over Berlin when he collided with another 
Lancaster! He completed his trip minus the starboard elevator and with a damaged tailplane and fin. 

’H’ returned early with technical trouble and 'B' landed at Tangmere on return. Two crews failed to 
return ’G’ (W/Cdr Hilton) and 'F' (F/O Beaumont). A total of 443 Lancasters and seven Mosquitoes 
took part. 

1409 Flight (4 Mosquitoes), Two were for Pinetrees, operational areas Ijmuiden/ Nienburg/ 

Wittenberg/ Neumunster/ Meldorf and Cayeux/ Clermont/ Dreux/ Le Treport. The third was Liege/ 
Saarbrucken/ Paris, and a later Pampa went to Liibeck and Kiel from where it witnessed a 
grandstand view of battle between American bombers and enemy fighters. 

27 Nov 

7 Squadron not required and five sorties of 627 Squadron cancelled. No flying for 1409 Flight. 

28 Nov 

7 and 627 Squadrons stood down. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Dutch/ Danish coasts and Cayeux/ Noyon/ Bad 
Kreuznach/ Westhoof? - successful. 

29 Nov 

7 Squadron stood down. 627 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. Anti-morale attack on 
Cologne. Four bombed successfully and the other returned early with technical trouble. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Osnabruck/ Wismar. Pampa flown at the request of 

USAAF - successful. 

30 Nov 

Operations for 7 and 627 Squadron cancelled. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes). Operational areas northern France, Texel/ Osnabruck/ Hamburg and 

Lille/ Strasbourg/ Nancy/ Epernay/ Amiens. The first sortie of the day took-off with F/Lt Moore DSO 
DFM as pilot, who is the new CO of 1409 Met Flight. 
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Appendix V (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1943 

7 Squadron carried out 119 sorties for the month, of which 1 cancelled, 4 aborted, 7 are missing and 
101 were successful. A total of 859,500 lbs of bombs, 132 flares and 262 TIs were dropped. 

1409 Flight performed 57 Pampas - a record month, notable for the number of interceptions 
avoided ‘on the other side’. 

Accident: 24-11 -43 - A Lancaster having been hit by shell fire over the target and the elevator 
controls shot away, the pilot managed to bring the aircraft back to base. The crew then abandoned 
the aircraft. All landed safely by parachute though two of the crew sustained minor injuries. 

Operations for 7 Squadron (Leipzig) cancelled. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Cologne (for USAAF) and Dutch/ Danish coasts - 
successful. 

7 Squadron (20 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. 19 Lancaster sorties 
located and bombed the target. Flaze and patchy cloud hindered pinpoint bombing but huge fires 
estimated to cover an area of ten miles were seen. P/O Mee did not bomb the primary, as he was 
approaching the target his aircraft was riddled by cannon fire from an Me 110. The mid-upper 
gunner was wounded and the electrical system and hydraulics were rendered u/s. In spite of this the 
pilot proceeded to Berlin, only to find that his bomb doors would not open. After a long and difficult 
flight, he landed safely at Oakington. 

Nearly an hour later the Mosquitoes arrived over the target area, which prolonged the attack and 
retarded the work of Berlin's fire parties. Two sorties returned early with technical problems. One 
Mosquito (F/Sgt Simpson) failed to return. A total of 458 aircraft took part of which 425 were 
Lancasters and 18 were Mosquitoes. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas southern England and Westerhoven/ Neumunster/ 
Hamburg/ Salzwedel/ Solingen/ Emden - successful. 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), targets Leipzig and Berlin. Leipzig 
was the principle target and a diversionary attack on Berlin seems to have achieved some measure 
of success in drawing away enemy fighters. 

17 sorties bombed Leipzig. Flares were well concentrated and in spite of 10/1 Oths cloud, reports 
received after daylight reconnaissance of the town showed that it had been a success. 

Two sorties cancelled, one was bogged-in and another had engine failure. Sgt Phillips and crew are 
missing. The remaining crew (P/O Williams) abandoned the mission after being attacked by a 
fighter. In the course of this combat, the mid-upper gunner W/O Noakes was wounded and the 
aircraft extensively damaged. 

The four Mosquitoes detailed for the diversionary attack on Berlin were successful. A total of 527 
aircraft attacked Leipzig and nine Mosquitoes were sent to Berlin. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Berlin and Nuremberg. The first sortie was successful 
in spite of some engine trouble during the trip. The loss however, of F/Sgt Addis and his observer 
Sgt Sharpe will be greatly felt by the Flight. On return from Nuremberg, they crashed near RAF 
Exeter - their machine burst into flames and both men died later in hospital. 

No operations planned except for 1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area northern France - 
successful 

7 and 627 Squadrons stood down. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Paris and an unknown target. The first sortie of the 
day, for USAAF, was successfully flown to the Paris area. The second crashed at Marham shortly 
after take-off (having been diverted there), the pilot had radioed that his machine had been 
damaged during the take-off. The pilot F/O Taylor and navigator P/O Burgess were both killed. 

Both squadrons stood down 06-09 December. 

7 Squadron stood down. 

627 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Leverkusen. Three aircraft attacked the primary although 
10/1 Oths cloud prevented any observation of the results. The other two aircraft returned early with 
technical trouble. 

7 Squadron not required. 

627 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. This was another nuisance attack on Berlin but was 
then cancelled soon after take-off. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areaTexel/ Hannover/ Uelzen/ Emden and Magdeburg - 
Hannover. Sorties carried out at the request of USAAF. 
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12 Dec 7 Squadron not required. 627 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), operational area Dusseldorf. Anti-morale 

attack - all aircraft reached and bombed the target but results are unknown owing to 10/1 Oths 
cloud. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Wittenberge/ Brandenburg. Pampa carried out at the 
request of USAAF. 

13 Dec 7 Squadron not required. 627 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Dusseldorf. Still no results observed 

owing to 10/1 Oths cloud. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Cuxhaven/ Flamburg/ Ludwigslust/ Minden/ Egmond - 
successful. 

14 Dec No operations planned for 7 and 627 Squadrons. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Egmond/ Btendhal?/ Heligoland and Frankfurt/ 
Canabruck? Both for USAAF - successful. 

15 Dec Both squadrons stood down. 

16 Dec 7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Both 7 and 627 

Squadrons participated in the night's attack on Berlin. Whilst the Mosquitoes were dropping flares 
away from the city to distract enemy fighters from the actual target, the heavies went in to deliver 
their attack. As our aircraft turned away after bombing, thick cloud had covered the city and 
prevented detailed observation of bombing results. 

16 Lancasters out of 21 detailed from 7 Squadron attacked the target and four out of five 
Mosquitoes from 627 Squadron successfully dropped flares. One aircraft from each squadron 
returned early with technical trouble. Opposition over Berlin was intense and several combats were 
seen. 'A' of 7 Squadron was attacked by an FW 190 on approaching Berlin. The rear-gunner F/O 
Bedwell and the mid-upper gunner Sgt Parr replied accurately to this attack and succeeded in 
shooting the fighter down in flames. 

Five aircraft were diverted on return to Marham, 'B' crash landed at Waterbeach, 'M' landed at 
Downham Market and 'V' succeeded in making the English coast in spite of damage by flak which 
diminished his petrol supply, then made a successful landing at Little Snoring. Four aircraft of 7 
Squadron failed to return ’K’ (F/Lt Petrie), ’J’ (P/O Tyler), 'B 1 (W/O Watson) and 'D' (F/O Rush). A 
total of 483 Lancasters and 10 Mosquitoes were detailed on the main raid followed by another five 
Mosquitoes dropping decoy flares south of the capital. 

1409 Flight (3 Mosquitoes), operational areas North Sea (2) and Zeebrugge/ Tournai/ Verdun/ St 
Valery - successful. 

17 Dec Both squadrons stood down 17-19 December. 

18 Dec 1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Blankenberge/ Mons/ Avalion (Avallon?)/ St Valery - 

successful. 

19 Dec 1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Sealand/ Scilly Isles - successful. 

20 Dec 7 Squadron (14 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), targets Frankfurt and Mannheim. 

Frankfurt was the main target for a very strong force of heavies. This town is a vital link in the 
transportation system of south-west Germany and is an important centre for the manufacture of 
explosives. 

Fourteen sorties of 7 Squadron took-off and all attacked, although there was some cloud over the 
target area, reports indicate that the main weight of bombs dropped found the target. The crew of 'A' 
(F/O Field) abandoned their mission near Southwold and all crew bailed out successfully except 
W/O Smith (rear-gunner) who lost his life while bailing out - he hit the tail plane. To a small-scale 
diversionary attack on Mannheim, 7 Squadron contributed three sorties all of which were successful. 
About an hour after the main attack, three Mosquitoes of 627 Squadron contributed their quota of 
bombs on Frankfurt. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Bremen/ Hannover and North Sea - the first was a 
Pampa for the USAAF, both were successful. 

21 Dec Both squadrons stood down. 

22 Dec 7 Squadron (unknown), target Frankfurt. Results unknown. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Nienburg - successful. 
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23 Dec 

7 Squadron (17 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. 'L' (P/O Williams) 
crashed on take-off and was burnt out although all crew members escaped. The remaining 16 
attacked the target. 

Of the three Mosquitoes, two returned early with technical problems while one successfully bombed 
the target. 

1409 Flight (2 Mosquitoes), operational areas Cherbourg/ Dieppe and another target over the North 
Sea towards Hamburg - successful. 

Bourn and Gransden Lodge become officially self-accounting but still make use of the Station Sick 
Quarters at Oakington. 

24 Dec 

7 Squadron not required. 627 Squadron’s target cancelled. 

1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area Bruges/ Amiens/ St Valery - successful. 

25 Dec 

After a preliminary scare, both squadrons stood down 25-27 December. 

28 Dec 

7 Squadron not required. 

627 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Duisburg. All sorties bombed the target despite the target 
being obscured by cloud. 

29 Dec 

7 Squadron (19 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin and Leipzig. A heavy 
attack on Berlin, 19 aircraft of 7 Squadron took-off and of these 15 found and bombed the target 
which was mainly covered by cloud. Three aircraft returned early on account of various technical 
problems. One aircraft ’Z’ (F/Lt Dunlop) dropped his bombs over Germany after having been in 
collision with another aircraft. In spite of damage to this machine which made it difficult to control, 
the pilot succeeded in bring it safely to Oakington. 

Five aircraft of 627 Squadron took part in the diversionary raid on Leipzig and all bombed the 
objective. 

30 Dec 

7 Squadron stood down. 

627 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. One sortie returned early owing to technical trouble. 
1409 Flight (1 Mosquito), operational area northern France. Sortie carried out for USAAF - 
successful. 

31 Dec 

Both squadrons stood down. 

Dec 

1943 

7 Squadron carried out 115 sorties for the month, of which 2 cancelled, 8 aborted, 5 are missing, 

1 was partially successful and 99 were successful. 

A total of 839,500 lbs of bombs, 96 flares and 156 TIs were dropped. 

627 Squadron carried out 50 sorties, 1 cancelled, 1 is missing and 40 were successful. 

A total of 72,600 lbs of bombs, 48 flares and 19 TIs were dropped. 
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01 Jan 

7 Squadron (20 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin and Hamburg. The 
devastation of Berlin continues. Bomber Command opened the New Year offensive with a heavy 
attack by 421 Lancasters on the German capital. 

Out of 20 sorties that took-off, 13 located and attacked the target. The markers were concentrated 
but the target was obscured by cloud which has been the usual feature of our recent raids on Berlin. 
Of the remaining seven sorties, one returned early with technical problems after bombing an enemy 
airfield. Technical defects also caused the early return of another three aircraft, one of which, 'R' 
landed at Wittering. Another 'H', (W/O Macauley), jettisoned his bombs following an attack by an 
enemy fighter over the target area. Two sorties 'V' (F/Lt Kingsbury) and 'A' (S/Ldr Jaggard) failed to 
return. One aircraft W suffered an accident just before take-off in which P/O Maxwell (front gunner) 
was seriously injured. 

Shortly before the Lancasters arrived over Berlin, five Mosquitoes carried out a diversionary raid on 
Hamburg. Technical problems caused the early return of one aircraft detailed from this squadron 

02 Jan 

7 Squadron (19 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Both squadrons 
participated in another attack on the German capital which was again covered by 10/1 Oths cloud but 
concentrated marking and, as the raid developed, the glow of fires reflected in the clouds enabled 
accurate bombing. Icing and technical problems prevented four sorties of 7 Squadron and one from 
627 Squadron from reaching the target. Another Lancaster cancelled just before take-off. 

14 Lancasters and five Mosquitoes bombed the target. F/Lt Pearson and crew (7 Squadron) on his 
49th operation failed to return. 

(Both the above raids later described as ineffective, resulting in minimal damage to the city). 

03 Jan 

Both squadrons stood down 

04 Jan 

627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Three sorties located and attacked the target and three 
returned early with technical problems. 

Visit by Inspector-General of the RAF and ACM Sir E Ludlow-Hewitt and Sir Edward Appleton, 
concerning Meteorological establishment. 

05 Jan 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), targets Stettin and Berlin. Stettin 
was the target for the main effort of Bomber Command and after a sequence of attacks through 
cloud, it became possible to pinpoint the target. Some very good photos of Stettin were secured, 
streets and salient features being clearly defined owing to the presence of snow on the ground. 

Of 21 sorties detailed from 7 Squadron, 18 Lancasters located and bombed the target but two crews 
'R' and 'J' returned early. W/O McGinley, a new pilot with 7 Squadron failed to return home after this 
operation. 

While the main target was being attacked, five Mosquitoes of 627 Squadron were carrying out a 
diversionary raid on Berlin which was still covered by 10/1 Oths cloud. The remaining sortie crashed 
shortly after take-off and the captain, F/O Fahey and his navigator F/O Hicks were killed. A total of 

348 Lancasters and 10 Halifaxes attacked Stettin and 13 Mosquitoes were sent on the diversionary 
raid to Berlin. 

06 Jan 

7 Squadron stood down. 

627 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Duisburg. Three sorties reached the target and bombed 
successfully but the other aircraft landed safely at base with all bombs owing to failure of the release 
gear. 

07 Jan 

Both units stood down. One Mosquito of 109 Squadron landed here after being diverted from 

Marham on returning from an attack on Hamborn. 

08 Jan 

627 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. Operations for 7 Squadron cancelled. Out of a 
combined total of ten Mosquitoes, four were despatched from Oakington. One sortie bombed the 
primary, one bombed Karlsruhe and another is missing (S/Ldr Bell). The remaining sortie force- 
landed in the sea, after attempting to land at Bradwell Bay. The navigator was killed. 

1409 (Met) Flight moved to Wyton. 

Visit by the Secretary of State for Air, Sir Archibald Sinclair Bt, accompanied by G/Cpt Sir Louis 

Greig KBE to talk to aircrew. 

09 Jan 

Both squadrons stood down. 

10 Jan 

627 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. A combined total of 20 Mosquitoes took part of which 
two flew from Oakington. Both sorties located and bombed the target, which was covered in snow. 

11 Jan 

Both squadrons stood down 11-13 January. 
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14 Jan 7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), targets Brunswick and Magdeburg. 

Bomber Command's main effort was directed against Brunswick, one of the targets for the recent 
heavy daylight raid by USAAF. Two sorties returned early and fifteen, 7 Squadron Lancasters 
attacked the target, which was largely cloud covered. Fighter opposition was strong and several 
combats took place. S/Ldr Campling flying 'D' landed at Coltishall as his aircraft was damaged by 
flak. Three sorties failed to return - 'O' (F/Lt Thomas) 'C' (F/O Croxford) and 'V' (F/Lt Newton). 

Three 627 Squadron Mosquitoes successfully bombed Magdeburg - the remaining aircraft returned 
early with engine trouble. This trip constituted the last of W/Cdr Flarcourt's second tour of 
operations. 

15 Jan Both squadrons stood down due to fog 15-19 January. 

20 Jan 7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin and Kiel. The 

improvement in weather conditions in the UK was the signal for the resumption of the Battle of 
Berlin by the greatest number of heavies yet detailed or this target. It was anticipated that Berlin 
would be cloud covered and therefore, no cameras were carried by the 21 aircraft of 7 Squadron. 
For most of the sorties it was a quite trip, but W/O Aslett flying 'J' was attacked by an Me 110 over 
Berlin. The enemy fighter flew too close and was shot down by the mid-upper gunner (W/O 
Whitehouse). 

S/Ldr Baird-Smith flying 'U' failed to return - his 56th mission. About an hour before the attack 
opened, three Mosquitoes of 627 Squadron staged a diversionary attack on Kiel, whilst a further two 
sorties participated in the main effort against Berlin. One sortie from each unit returned early. 

A total of 769 aircraft took part of which 495 were Lancasters. 

21 Jan 7 Squadron (19 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), targets Magdeburg and Berlin. 

All six located and bombed the target which was a diversion for the main one on Magdeburg (an 
important industrial centre about 90 miles south-west of Berlin). This was the first major raid to the 
town and consisted of 648 aircraft of which 421 were Lancasters. 

7 Squadron contributed 19 sorties, one Lancaster returned early, but the others located and most of 
these bombed the primary. Drifting patchy cloud was present over the target area. Some of our 
crews however, were able to catch glimpses of built-up areas. Although most of the bombing was 
done on well concentrated markers, several terrific explosions were observed and the general 
impression gained from interrogation of our crews was that the operation was successful. Enemy 
fighters were active and 'G' (S/Ldr Patrick) managed to shoot one of them down. Two Lancasters 
were damaged in combat, 'D' (S/Ldr Campling) and 'C' (S/Ldr Flegman). 'C' was intercepted on the 
way to the target and jettisoned most of his load in the course of the combat, but still managed to 
reach the primary and drop the remainder on the town. Sortie 'A' (F/Lt Robertson) failed to return. 

22 Jan Both squadrons stood down. 

23 Jan 627 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Dusseldorf. All sorties were successful. 

24 Jan Both squadrons either stood down or operations were cancelled 24-26 January. 

27 Jan 7 Squadron (15 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Both squadrons 

shared yet another attack on the German capital which was covered by cloud but marking was 
excellent allowing 15 Lancasters to bomb the target. Two aircraft returned early and 'Z unable to 
join the main attack, bombed Heligoland instead. ‘L’ (F/Lt Williams) landed at Middle Wallop on 
return. 

Eight of nine Mosquitoes successfully bombed the target although one returned early. 

‘B’ (F/Lt Steere) landed at Coltishall owing to shortage of petrol; his fuel consumption had been 
greatly increased due to evading a persistent enemy fighter. 

A total of 515 Lancasters and 15 Mosquitoes took part. 

28 Jan 7 Squadron (15 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Berlin has recently 

experienced several extremely heavy raids of short duration. As the heavies of 7 Squadron were 
taking-off for the main attack, four Mosquitoes of 627 Squadron were on their return after sounding 
the first alert in Berlin. 15 Lancasters bombed successfully and two Mosquitoes were over the target 
at the same time to distract fighter defences away from the main bomber stream. The attack was 
pressed home despite severe icing en-route and only one, 'D' returned early. Two sorties 'V' (W/Cdr 
Young) and T (F/Sgt Clifford) failed to return. 

Of the six aircraft of 627 Squadron detailed on the attack on the primary, one returned early. Three 
Mosquitoes were in the second wave - two were successful and one returned early. 

A total of 677 aircraft took part in this raid of which 432 were Lancasters. 
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29 Jan 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Duisburg - successful. 

30 Jan 7 Squadron (? Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. The Battle of Berlin 

continues - both 627 and 7 Squadrons again participated in the attack carried out by 534 aircraft. 
Target was again covered by cloud but marking was punctual and accurate. Fighter activity was 
particularly intense and both 'G' (S/Ldr Patrick) and 'F' (F/Sgt Carter) were attacked, the former on 
three occasions. S/Ldr Davis flying 'U' put up an excellent show in getting his aircraft back to base 
when it was severely damaged by flak. Seven sorties of 627 Squadron took-off to assist in confusing 
the enemy fighter defences. 

31 Jan Both squadrons stood down. 

7 Squadron carried out 179 sorties during the month, of which 4 cancelled, 32 aborted, 2 were 
partially successful and 141 were successful. 11 are missing. 

A total of 233 TIs, 368 flares, and 1,111,000 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

627 Squadron carried out 90 sorties, of which 3 cancelled, 14 were aborted, and 73 were 
successful. Two are missing. 

A total of 47 TIs, 72 flares and 90,000 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

Accidents: 01 -01 - F/O Maxwell sustained an injury with his guns in a Lancaster prior to flight. He 
was treated in the SSQ and transferred to EMS Hospital, Cambridge. 

06-01 -44 - A Mosquito crashed about 7 miles from the aerodrome after take-off - both occupants 
were killed. 

Jan 09-01 -44 - A Mosquito came down in the sea, returning from operational flight. The pilot was saved 
1944 and admitted to Colchester Hospital but the navigator drowned. 

22-01 -44 - A Lancaster in bad visibility landed downwind and overshot the runway crashing into the 
railway, occupants were uninjured. 

15-01 -44 - The bomb aimer of a Lancaster on a sortie had to release his bombs manually without 
gloves. He sustained frostbite and was admitted to RAF Hospital Ely. 

21 -01 -44 - The rear gunner of a Lancaster on sortie sustained slight frostbite of the right cheek and 
was transferred to RAF Hospital Ely. 

28-01 -44 - The mid upper gunner of a Lancaster on sortie became unconscious due to his oxygen 
tubing separating from the economizer, The defect was remedied by the W/Op and he recovered. 
28-01 -44 - The navigator of a Mosquito suffered a lack of oxygen after being at 25,000 feet for 
about ten minutes due to a kink in the tubing. 

01 Feb 627 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. This was another anti-morale attack on the capital, 
although it was again covered with cloud and no results could be seen. 

Eight aircraft attacked successfully while 'L' returned early and ’E’ (P/O Willmott) failed to return - he 
has had 29 operational flights to his credit, and his navigator F/O Hughes who has made 45 
operational flights. 'D' (F/O Goodman) landed at Coltishall after crossing the North Sea with one 
engine damaged by flak. 

02 Feb Both squadrons stood down. 

03 Feb Both units stood down. 

7 Squadron - Tl demonstrations. Five Lancasters successfully completed this task. 

04 Feb 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. Navigation was difficult owing to very strong winds 
but three sorties claimed to have bombed the target. The remaining sorties abandoned their mission 
owing to technical failures but one of these managed to bomb a flak position north-west of Koblenz 
before setting course for Oakington. 

05 Feb Navigation exercise for 7 Squadron cancelled. 

627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Another anti-morale attack on the German capital. 

Five sorties attacked - no results observed. ’G’ landed at Hardwick on return. F/O Gribbin flying ’N’ 
bombed Emden. 

06 Feb 627 Squadron stood down and navigation exercise for 7 Squadron was cancelled. 

07 Feb 627 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. No results of bombing was observed owing to cloud. 

08 Feb 7 Squadron carried out a navigation exercise (14 Lancasters). 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target 
Brunswick - successful. 

09 Feb Both units stood down. 
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10 Feb 

627 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Out of a combined total of 21 Mosquitoes, 7 were 
despatched from Oakington. Due to strong winds only two aircraft bombed the primary, four bombed 
Kiel and another attacked Sylt airfield. 

11 Feb 

627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Brunswick - successful. 

12 Feb 

7 Squadron navigation exercise cancelled. 627 Squadron stood down. 

13 Feb 

Both squadrons either stood down or operations cancelled 13/14 February. 

15 Feb 

7 Squadron (23 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin (18), Frankfurt (5) and 
Berlin (6). A very strong force of heavies resumed the offensive against Berlin. Fourteen out of 
eighteen, 7 Squadron Lancasters attacked the target. The German capital was still covered in cloud 
but marking appeared concentrated and the glow of fires was seen reflected on clouds. 

The remaining four sorties failed to return 'Y' (S/Ldr Flegman), ’D' (S/Ldr Campling), 'L' (F/Lt 

Williams) and W (F/Lt Barnes). 

Two smaller diversionary efforts were staged - one over Frankfurt which was successfully bombed 
by five Lancasters, and the other over Berlin where six Mosquitoes completed their mission. 

A total of 891 aircraft (561 Lancasters) took part in the raid on Berlin - this was the largest force 
sent to the city and the largest non thousand-bomber force. It was also the first time that over 500 
Lancasters and more than 300 Halifaxes had been sent to a single target. 

16 Feb 

Operations for 7 and 627 Squadrons cancelled 16-18 February. 

19 Feb 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Leipzig. Both units took part 
in a heavy attack on Leipzig. Seven Mosquitoes of 627 Squadron opened up the attack just before 
the heavies went in to bomb on markers. No results observed. 

13 Lancasters attacked the target. 'V' (F/O Weir) was attacked by a Ju 88 and had to jettison his 
bomb load while taking evasive action. 'Y' (F/O Williams), while on his way to the target, had a 
combat with an Me 110, which came within range of both the rear-gunner and mid-upper gunner. 

Both got in good bursts that caused an explosion in the cockpit of the fighter which then exploded in 
mid-air and is claimed as destroyed. 

'L' (W/O Speirs) bombed Jena when it became apparent that would arrive too late over the target. 
Three aircraft returned early with technical defects. Two sorties failed to return 'U' (S/Ldr Davis) and 
'S' (S/Ldr Curtis). A total of 823 aircraft took part (of which 561 were Lancasters). 

20 Feb 

7 Squadron (20 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Stuttgart. For the second 
successive night a strong force was detailed but the attack was switched southwards and Stuttgart 
became the target. Both units again shared in the operation which was successful. 

627 Squadron's effort was split, four sorties opened the attack and the other two bombed the target 
after the heavies. A total of 17 Lancasters of 7 Squadron bombed the target. 

21 Feb 

627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Stuttgart. One sortie was withdrawn, one aborted and four 
attacked the primary which was covered by 10/1 Oths cloud. 

22 Feb 

7 and 627 Squadron operations to Frankfurt cancelled. 

23 Feb 

627 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Dusseldorf. Attack thought to be successful - results not 
observed. 

24 Feb 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Schweinfurt - an important 
ball-bearing factory. This raid followed on from a USAAF effort on the previous day (266 B-17s). 

The RAF raid was split into two waves and a total of 21 sorties were detailed by 7 Squadron and 6 
Mosquitoes provided by 627 Squadron. There was no cloud over the target area and in spite of 
some ground haze, it was possible to identify some target detail. Fires created by the first wave of 
bombing acted as a beacon for the second wave which arrived two hours later. 

D' returned early and 'P' (F/O Williams) was hit by flak, but made a successful return, landing at 
Woodbridge. 

A total of 734 aircraft took part of which 554 were Lancasters. 

25 Feb 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Augsburg. The attack on this 
important target was a heavy one which followed a USAAF offensive effort earlier in the day. 

The attack of the heavies was planned in two waves - of the 13 Lancasters detailed by 7 Squadron 
for the first wave, one sortie 'G' returned early owing to damage sustained by an attacking fighter. 

This attack caused a major fire in the fuselage which the crew was unable to extinguish, and the 
order to bail out was given. Some of the crew initially bailed out but other members were delayed, 
and as the fire abated they remained in their aircraft and succeeded in bringing it home safely. /—> 
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25 Feb 

contd 

The weather over the target was clear, with snow on the ground and in consequence our bomb 
aimers were able to obtain a good view of the target and several large fires were reported. This was 
the first major raid on the town with 594 aircraft taking part. 

26 Feb 

7 Squadron stood down. Operations for 627 Squadron cancelled 26-28 February. 

29 Feb 

627 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Dusseldorf. Out of a combined total of fifteen Mosquitoes, five 
took part from Oakington. No results observed 

Feb 

1944 

7 Squadron carried out 107 sorties for the month, of which 1 cancelled, 10 aborted, 6 are missing, 

1 was partially successful and 89 were successful. 

A total of 734,500 lb of bombs, 136 flares and 201 TIs were dropped. 

627 Squadron carried out 98 sorties, 2 cancelled, 8 aborted, 7 were partially successful and 81 were 
successful. 

A total of 155,000 lbs of bombs and 52 flares were dropped. 

Accidents: 15-02-44 - A Mosquito swung on take-off, the pilot and navigator sustained slight shock, 
both were detained in the SSQ for 24 hours. 

16-02-44 - An air-gunner of a Lancaster sustained positional palsy during a sortie due to his arm 
being held above his head for six hours. On landing he was kept in the SSQ for 24 hours. 

16-02-44 - A W/Op of a Lancaster suffered from anoxia and lost consciousness for five minutes at 
26,000 ft. 

20-02-44 - A Flying Fortress landed here on return from a sortie. The pilot was dead due to enemy 
action and the co-pilot was injured, sustaining a cannon shell wound to his abdomen. Fie was 
immediately transferred to USAAF FHospital at Diddington. 

01 Mar 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), targets Stuttgart and Munich. 

Stuttgart was the primary target for a large force of heavies. All twenty-one 7 Squadron sorties 
bombed the target. The target was covered in cloud but the attack opened with well positioned 
marking. 

All seven Mosquitoes staged a diversionary attack on Munich although results are unknown. 

02 Mar 

Both units stood down. 

03 Mar 

7 Squadron not required. 627 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All five aircraft attacked the 
target although 10/1 Oths cloud made pinpointing difficult and results could not be observed. 

04 Mar 

627 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Four aircraft attacked the primary but haze prevented 
accurate pinpointing and results were not observed. The remaining sorties abandoned their mission, 
but one of these bombed the aerodrome at Texel. 

05 Mar 

Operations for 7 and 627 Squadron cancelled. 

06 Mar 

627 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Kiel. Four aircraft attacked the target through 10/1 Oths cloud, 
the other sortie abandoned the mission. 

07 Mar 

Both units stood down, 06-09 March. 

10 Mar 

627 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Duisburg. Out of a combined total of 29 Mosquitoes, 7 aircraft 
were despatched from Oakington. All attacked the target although results were not seen owing to 
cloud over the target area. 

11 Mar 

627 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Flamburg. A small force of twenty Mosquitoes to which 627 
Squadron contributed seven sorties bombed Flamburg. All were successful. Visibility was excellent 
and the Blohm & Voss shipyards were visually identified and attacked. 

7 Squadron (?), Navigation flight - successful 

12 Mar 

Operations for seven Mosquitoes cancelled. 

13 Mar 

627 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. All aircraft bombed the concentrated cluster of 
markers, although no results were observed owing to cloud and haze. 

14 Mar 

627 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Dusseldorf. All eight aircraft attacked the target, cloud 
obscured ground detail but markers were well concentrated. One Mosquito carried a 4,000-lb bomb 
('cookie') for the first time and dropped it on Dusseldorf. Thirty Mosquitoes took part in this raid. 

15 Mar 

7 Squadron (24 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Stuttgart - an important 
engineering centre, previously attacked at the beginning of this month. The town was again the 
target for a large force of heavies to which Oakington contributed 32 sorties. 

A total of 863 aircraft took part of which 617 were Lancasters. /—> 
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15 Mar 
contd 

Seven Mosquitoes participated in the opening phase of the raid, then the remaining Mosquito went 
in after the heavies and dropped its single 4,000-lb cookie. 

Fighter opposition was slight although 'L' (W/O Spiers) was attacked as he approached the target 
and his Lancaster sustained some damage. 'F' (P/O Carter) failed to return to base. 

863 aircraft took part of which 617 were Lancasters and 16 Mosquitoes. 

16 Mar 

Operations for 7 and 627 Squadron cancelled. 

17 Mar 

627 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. A small force of 28 Mosquitoes to which 627 

Squadron contributed 8 sorties revisited Cologne. Two of these carried 4,000-lb bombs and 
although the target was obscured by cloud, bombing appeared to be concentrated. All sorties 
located and bombed the target. 

18 Mar 

7 Squadron (23 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. 32 aircraft took-off 
from Oakington - this being the station's quota for a large force numbering 846 aircraft in total (620 
Lancasters). This was another raid on Frankfurt, concentrating on the German explosives industry. 
There was no cloud in the target area but heavy haze prevented definite observations of results. 

'Q' (F/Lt Evans) had an encounter with an enemy fighter near the target area at which both the rear 
and mid-upper gunners got in good bursts. Flits on the fighter were observed and it is claimed as 
probably destroyed. 

846 aircraft took part of which 620 were Lancasters. 

19 Mar 

Operations cancelled 19/20 March. 

21 Mar 

7 Squadron cancelled. 627 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. Intense searchlight activity 
over the target area prevented any observation of ground details but bomb bursts from cookies were 
observed. 

22 Mar 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. Frankfurt was 
again the target - this time of 816 aircraft, of which 31 came from Oakington. The marking and 
bombing was very accurate, making this a more successful raid than the previous one. It should 
considerably reduce the output of explosives, precision engineering and aircraft propellers, as well 
as creating havoc in the distribution centres for which the city was important 

One Lancaster returned early but 18 bombed the target. Two sorties of 7 Squadron failed to return - 
'X' (G/Cpt Rampling, the squadron CO) and ’P' (F/O Hinde). 

627 Squadron accomplished double figures with 10 aircraft reaching the target (there were only 12 
Mosquitoes in total on this raid). 

23 Mar 

7 Squadron stood down. 627 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Dortmund - successful. 

24 Mar 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin and Kiel. Flak 
covering the approaches to Berlin and over the target itself was particularly intense, although 17 out 
of 21 sorties got through to bomb Berlin. Three aircraft were damaged by gun fire: T (P/O Kidd) 
jettisoned his bombs; 'Y' (F/Sgt Wallis) crash-landed at Tuddenham, crew safe, and 'S' (F/Lt 

Edwards) who made an excellent landing at base despite having a burst tyre. Two crews failed to 
return - 'M' (F/O Mee) and 'O' (P/O Kyle). 

Two sorties of 627 Squadron each successfully dropped a cookie on Kiel while another six aircraft 
bombed the primary. 

25 Mar 

Both units stood down. 

26 Mar 

7 Squadron (15 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Ruhr, Essen, Flannover 

While the attention of the heavies had been directed at Berlin and more recently Augsburg, Stuttgart 
and Frankfurt, the Battle of the Ruhr was about to be resumed. Essen was the home of the massive 
Krupps works and became the primary target once again, this time for a force of 705 aircraft. 

Seven Mosquitoes of 627 Squadron went in first and these were followed by the Main Force, to 
which 7 Squadron contributed 15 sorties and all were successful. 705 aircraft took part including 

476 Lancasters and 22 Mosquitoes. 

Three Mosquitoes each dropped a cookie on Flannover, where a small diversionary attack was 
staged. 

27 Mar 

7 Squadron stood down. 

627 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Duisburg - successful 

28 Mar 

7 Squadron stood down, 627 Squadron cancelled. 

29 Mar 

7 Squadron cancelled. 

627 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Kiel. Seven sorties successful and one returned early. 
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30 Mar 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters) and 627 Squadron (11 Mosquitoes), target Nuremberg. Aircraft from 
this station were despatched to three targets with Nuremberg as the primary. Of the 7 Squadron 
Lancasters, two - 'C' and 'X' returned early. Sixteen sorties attacked the primary but two crews 'L' 
(S/Ldr Wilson) and 'Q' (F/Lt Evans) failed to return. 

One sortie of 627 Squadron cancelled but the remaining ten aircraft were successful. Four bombed 
Nuremberg and the others bombed secondary targets. 

The raid was considered to be a failure due to cloud over the target and inaccurate marking. (It was 
also the biggest Bomber Command loss of the war with 11.9% (95 aircraft) missing. The German 
controllers had ignored all the diversions and assembled his forces on the route to the target.) 

March 

1944 

7 Squadron detailed 146 sorties during the month, of which 1 cancelled, 7 are missing, 4 aborted, 

3 were partially successful and 131 were successful. 

A total of 1,229,420 lbs of bombs, 145 flares and 115 TIs were dropped. 

627 Squadron detailed 140 sorties, of which 3 cancelled, 3 aborted, 1 was partially successful and 

133 were successful. 

A total of 307,500 lbs of bombs, 24 flares and 5 TIs were dropped. 

Accidents: 30-03-44 - An operational sortie was abandoned due to oxygen failure of the rear- 
gunner who was admitted to the SSQ for 24 hours. 

01 Apr 

627 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. 12 sorties from Oakington out of a total of 35 
Mosquitoes attacked Hannover. Cloud was present over the target but marking was accurate and 
well timed. 

02 Apr 

627 Squadron cancelled and 7 Squadron stood down 02-03 April. 

04 Apr 

7 Squadron not required. 

627 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. 12 sorties from Oakington out of a total of 41 
Mosquitoes attacked Cologne. The area of the main railway station was bombed successfully. 

05 Apr 

627 Squadron cancelled and 7 Squadron stood down. 

06 Apr 

7 Squadron stood down. 

627 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hamburg. 12 sorties from Oakington out of a total of 35 
Mosquitoes attacked Hamburg which was clear of cloud, and visual pinpointing was possible. 
Opposition was intense and F/Lt Steere's aircraft was hit though he managed to land at base safely. 

07 Apr 

7 Squadron navigation exercise cancelled. 627 Squadron cancelled. 

08 Apr 

7 Squadron (13 Lancasters), Navigation flight - successful. 

627 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Essen. 12 sorties from Oakington out of a total of 40 
Mosquitoes attacked the Krupps works. 

09 Apr 

7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target marshalling yards at Delivrance/ Lille. Thin cloud prevented 
pinpointing but marking and bombing were well concentrated and two particularly violent explosions 
were observed. The glow of fires was visible for over 50 miles on the return trip. 

627 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Mannheim - successful, details unknown. 

10 Apr 

7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target Laon. Six sorties from Oakington out of a total of 148 Lancasters 
and 15 Mosquitoes, bombed the marshalling yards. This raid was not a great success as only a 
corner of the yards was hit. 

627 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. This was a successful operation - details 
unknown. 

11 Apr 

7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), target Aachen. Ten sorties from Oakington out of a total of 341 
Lancasters and 11 Mosquitoes bombed Aachen. The raid was accurate and caused wide spread 
damage. 

627 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. This was a diversionary raid for the main one on 
Aachen and was carried out by a combined total of 36 Mosquitoes, 12 of which were despatched 
from Oakington. 

12 Apr 

7 Squadron not required. 

627 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Osnabruck. This was a harassing raid carried out by 39 
Mosquitoes of which 12 were despatched from Oakington. 

13 Apr 

7 Squadron not required. 

627 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. A combined total of 29 Mosquitoes took part in this raid, 
of which 8 were detailed from Oakington. Six 627 Squadron sorties were successful while another 
bombed Osnabruck instead and one aborted. 29 Mosquitoes took part in this operation. 
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14 Apr 

Both squadrons cancelled. 

15 Apr 

Move of 627 Squadron to Woodhall Spa complete. (It would join 617 Dambuster Squadron). 

16 Apr 

7 Squadron cancelled 16/17 April. 

18 Apr 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Tergnier marshalling yards. A total of 171 aircraft took part in 
this raid. Sixteen 7 Squadron aircraft attacked the target, many obtained visual pinpoints and 
bombing was concentrated. 

19 Apr 

7 Squadron cancelled. 

20 Apr 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Cologne. Cologne was attacked early in the morning by a 
medium force of 357 Lancasters and 22 Mosquitoes. The attack opened a little late owing to an 
unexpected change in wind direction but the markers were well concentrated. 

21 Apr 

7 Squadron stood down. 

22 Apr 

7 Squadron (7 Lancasters), target Laon marshalling yards. The target was attacked by a small force 
of 181 aircraft. Seven sorties of 7 Squadron were detailed. Good visibility over the target area 
allowed the crews to locate the railway works and bombing was well concentrated. 

A twin-engined fighter attacked 'Q' (F/Lt South) but missed. The rear gunner scored hits on the 
fighter and as it turned away with an engine on fire, he gave it another burst. The enemy machine 
dived away and was seen to explode on the ground. Sortie 'J' (P/O Aslett) failed to return from this 
mission. 

7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), target Dusseldorf. Two hours after the Laon raid, a stronger force of 

596 aircraft took part in a raid on Dusseldorf. Ten Lancasters were detailed from Oakington. Enemy 
fighters in co-operation with searchlight batteries, shot down Lancaster ’N’ (F/Lt McGillivray). 

A total of 596 aircraft took part in this raid of which 323 were Lancasters. 

23 Apr 

7 Squadron stood down. 

24 Apr 

7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Karlsruhe, a vitally important centre for the transportation 
system of south-west Germany and was attacked by a strong force of 637 aircraft. 

12 sorties from Oakington attacked the primary. The raid opened on time and several of the crews 
obtained visual pinpoints in the target area. ’G’ (P/O Spiers) landed on the crash strip at Woodbridge 
having been damaged by an enemy fighter. One aircraft is missing - ’B’ (P/O Napier). 

571 Squadron began to move from Graveley to Oakington, and lost no time in ‘getting operational’. 

571 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Dusseldorf. This was a small diversionary attack. One aircraft 
returned early. The other two bombed the target, each dropping a cookie on markers. Both saw 
bomb flashes near these markers. 

Congratulations to the following members of 7 Squadron who have recently completed their tours: 
F/Lts Row and Cutts, W/Os Aldridge and Goodman, and F/Sgt Jones. 

25 Apr 

Operations cancelled. 

26 Apr 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), targets Essen and Hamburg. 

Essen was attacked by a strong force of 493 aircraft to which Oakington contributed 14 Lancasters. 

All were successful, as a result of punctual marking and excellent visibility. 

571 Squadron was also successful in its diversionary attack on Hamburg. 

27 Apr 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), targets Aulnoye railway yards (6), 
Friedrichshafen (8) and Stuttgart. The railway yards were one of the focal points of communications 
and supplies behind the channel ports. This was a small raid by 223 aircraft, to which 7 Squadron 
contributed six Lancasters. The other eight took part in a raid on Friedrichshafen. Both marking and 
bombing was accurate. One sortie (W/Cdr Lockhart) failed to return from this mission. 

Five Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron successfully bombed the diversionary target at Stuttgart and 
assisted in the attack on Friedrichshafen. 

28 Apr 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Hamburg. A total of 26 Mosquitoes took part in a raid on 
Hamburg, to which Oakington contributed 5 sorties. 

29 Apr 

Both units stood down. 

30 Apr 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Saarbrucken. A total of 28 Mosquitoes took part in this raid, to 
which Oakington contributed 5 sorties - successful. 


140 




Appendix VI (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1944 

April 

1944 

7 Squadron carried out 111 sorties for the month, 1 was aborted, 4 are missing and 106 were 
successful. 

A total of 1,049,840 lbs of bombs, 281 flares and 70 TIs were dropped. 

627 Squadron carried out 104 sorties, 1 aborted, 1 was partially successful and 102 were 
successful. 

A total of 265,500 lbs of bombs dropped. 

571 Squadron carried out 22 sorties, 1 aborted and 22 were successful. 

A total of 84,000 lbs of bombs dropped. 

01 May 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Chambly railway depot. During recent weeks Bomber Command 
has been devoting considerable attention and a large weight of bombs to paralysing German rail 
transport in France. 7 Squadron contributed 14 sorties to a raid designed to prevent the speedy 
repair of marshalling yards and railway tracks which had been previously attacked. 

'B' (P/O Speirs) failed to return. A total of 120 aircraft took part including 96 Lancasters. 

571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target chemical works of IG Farben at Ludwigshafen. All five sorties 
located and bombed the target which was clear of cloud. A total of 28 Mosquitoes took part. 

02 May 

7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Leverkusen chemical works. 

Visibility over the target was good and bomb bursts were well positioned. W/Cdr Birkin's aircraft was 
hit by flak over the target but made a safe landing at Oakington. A total of 29 Mosquitoes took part. 

03 May 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Montdidier airfield. Two aircraft were carrying cameras which 
later proved that considerable reconstruction activity had been carried out prior to this raid. 

A total of 84 Lancasters and 8 Mosquitoes took part in this raid. 

571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Ludwigshafen. Patchy cloud was over the target so visual 
bombing was difficult, but bombing was well positioned near the markers. 

A total of 27 Mosquitoes took part. 

04 May 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Ludwigshafen. Cloud covered the target but all five located 
and attacked the target. A total of 28 Mosquitoes took part. 

05 May 

7 Squadron not required and 571 Squadron stood down. 

06 May 

7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), target Mantes-Gassicourt marshalling yards (now Mantes-la-jolie). 

The yards were free of cloud and the first few over the target were able to pinpoint accurately - all 
eleven were successful. A total of 149 aircraft took part including 64 Lancasters. 

571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Ludwigshafen. All sorties attacked the target. 

28 Mosquitoes took part. 

07 May 

7 Squadron (Lancasters), target Nantes/Chateau Bougon airfield. The target was easily identified in 
conditions of excellent visibility. Markers were well positioned, some fell on hangars and a very good 
concentration of bombing was achieved. A total of 93 Lancasters and 6 Mosquitoes took part. 

571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Leverkusen. Target was covered in cloud but all aircraft 
bombed the markers. A total of 28 Mosquitoes took part. 

08 May 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Osnabruck. Industrial haze prevented pinpointing of ground 
detail but the crews bombed as directed by the Master Bomber and a good concentration was 
achieved. A total of 28 Mosquitoes took part. 

09 May 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters) Rushford Bombing Range - successful. 

571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Weather was clear apart from some haze and all 
sorties bombed markers, which were strung in a line running north/south across the city. A total of 

30 Mosquitoes took part. 

10 May 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Courtrai marshalling yards. All crews completed the mission. 

Early arrivals easily identified the target and the first marker was seen to fall on the aiming point. 

Other markers were correctly positioned at each end of the yard which enabled the late arrivals to 
bomb accurately. A total of 506 aircraft (291 Lancasters) took part in a number of railway targets in 
France and Belgium. 

571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Ludwigshafen. Five Mosquitoes were detailed, each carrying a 
4,000-lb cookie. Bomb runs on markers were made but no observation of results was carried out. 
S/Ldr Greenleaf's aircraft was hit by flak in the target area, but he made a successful landing at 
Oakington with his port engine feathered. 29 Mosquitoes took part. 
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11 May 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Louvain marshalling yards. All 14 sorties were successful. 
Bombing was well concentrated around markers. 

A total of 105 Lancasters and five Mosquitoes took part. 

12 May 

571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Brunsbuttel located at the estuary of the Elbe and at the 
southern end of the Kiel canal. The target was clear of cloud but considerable ground haze 
prevented any definite pinpointing of the target but bombing was carried out on well placed markers. 
Twelve Mosquitoes took part in this diversionary raid for the mining of Kiel Canal. 

13 May 

Operations for both squadrons cancelled. 

Visit to this station of ACM Sir Robert Brooke-Popham, President of the NAAFFI. 

14 May 

7 Squadron cancelled. 

571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. One sortie returned early but the remainder attacked 
the target. A total of 29 Mosquitoes took part. 

15 May 

7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Ludwigshafen. Markers were well 
placed although no ground detail could be seen. A total of 30 Mosquitoes in total took part. 

16 May 

7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Five attacked the target but 

E' (F/O Knight), after calling for and being granted a priority landing on return, crashed at Dry 

Drayton and both he and his navigator (F/O Baldwin) were killed. A total of 29 Mosquitoes took part. 

17 May 

Both squadrons stood down 17/18 May. 

19 May 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), targets radar jammer at Mont Couple near Calais (10) and Le Mans 
marshalling yards (6). Ten sorties took-off to attack the radar site and nine of these were successful 
but S/Ldr Oliver failed to return. As the accompanying 8 Group Mosquitoes could not use their Oboe 
equipment, the Lancasters used their H 2 S sets for a timed run from the coast to bomb the 
approximate position of the radar site. Photographs indicate the raid was successful. 

A total of 39 Lancasters and five Mosquitoes took part. 

Le Mans marshalling yards was the target for the remaining six sorties and this operation proved 
very costly for 7 Squadron. Both W/Cdr Barron and S/Ldr Dennis failed to return and the loss of 
these two veteran crews will be greatly missed by the squadron. 

A total of 112 Lancasters and 4 Mosquitoes took part. 

20 May 

7 Squadron cancelled. 571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Dusseldorf. Severe electrical storms 
were encountered after crossing the Dutch coast but all sorties reached and bombed the target 
which was covered by cloud. A total of 30 Mosquitoes took part 

21 May 

7 Squadron (11 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), targets Duisburg (11) and Flannover 
(5). This raid was designed to disrupt the repairs that had been carried out after the previous raid of 
roughly a year ago. The target was cloud covered but markers were accurate. 'Q' (P/O Flookway) 
failed to return. 510 Lancasters and 22 Mosquitoes took part. 

The diversionary attack on Flannover was carried out by all five 571 Squadron sorties. 

A total of 25 Mosquitoes took part. 

22 May 

7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Dortmund. Two Lancaster sorties (T and 'U') abandoned their 
missions owing to severe icing but the remainder attacked. There was no cloud over the target, 
markers were well positioned and the bombing concentrated. 

A total of 361 Lancasters and 14 Mosquitoes took part. 

571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Ludwigshafen (6). While the main attack was in progress on 
Dortmund, six Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron were delivering 4,000-lb cookies to the diversionary 
target at Ludwigshafen. A total of 26 Mosquitoes took part. 

7 Squadron (4 Lancasters), target Le Mans marshalling yards. All sorties successful. 

A total of 112 Lancasters and 4 Mosquitoes took part. 

23 May 

7 Squadron stood down. 

571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All six sorties attacked the primary and dropped their 
cookies within a space of a minute. There was no cloud over the target but intense searchlight 
dazzle prevented identification of ground detail. A total of 16 Mosquitoes took part. 

24 May 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Aachen. Patchy cloud and considerable ground haze prevented 
visual identification, but marking was concentrated. Fighters were active and one sortie 'Ll’ (F/Lt 

Crew) failed to return. A total of 442 aircraft took part including 264 Lancasters. 

571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Berlin satisfactory - bombing runs were made on markers. 

A total of 15 Mosquitoes took part. 
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25 May 

Both squadrons to Manheim cancelled. 

26 May 

7 Squadron stood down. 571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Ludwigshafen. Satisfactory - 
bombing runs were made on markers. A total of 30 Mosquitoes took part. 

27 May 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Rennes airfield. All were successful. A few early arrivals were 
able to see the hangars, but ground detail was soon to be obscured by smoke and dust as the 
attack developed. 78 Lancasters took part. 

571 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All seven sorties were satisfactory - bombing runs 
made on markers. A total of 23 Mosquitoes took part. 

28 May 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Angers marshalling yards. Angers has an important railway 
junction which has been attacked in recent weeks but not destroyed. Early arrivals report that 
markers fell on the railway tracks and as result a certain amount of the bombing was well 
concentrated. 

Shortly after the Mosquitoes had landed, a German intruder paid Oakington an unexpected visit. 
Bombs were dropped but this caused very little damage and there were no casualties. 

A total of 118 Lancasters and 8 Mosquitoes took part in the raid on Angers. 

29 May 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. Seven sorties successful. Haze prevented visual 
identification - bombing was made on markers. A total of 31 Mosquitoes took part. 

30 May 

7 Squadron cancelled. 571 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Leverkusen. Six sorties were 
successful, bombing on well concentrated markers, while the other two attacked Dusseldorf and 
Monchengladbach. A total of 30 Mosquitoes took part. 

31 May 

7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), targets Trappes marshalling yards (4) and Mont Couple (11). 

Four aircraft assisted in an attack on Trappes marshalling yards - 219 aircraft took part. 

Eleven aircraft bombed the radio jamming station (Mont Couple) near Calais which was virtually all 
but destroyed. A total of 115 aircraft took part in this operation. 

May 

1944 

7 Squadron carried out 186 sorties for the month, of these 1 cancelled, 11 aborted and 174 were 
successful. 

A total of 1,641,340 bombs, 904 flares and 86 TIs were dropped. 

571 Squadron carried out 137 sorties, of these 1 cancelled, 3 aborted, 2 were partially successful 
and 131 were successful. 

A total of 528,000 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

Accidents: 13-05-44 - One Mosquito abandoned an operational sortie due to lack of oxygen. 

17-05-44 - Mosquito crashed on approach to land after completing its operational sortie, both crew 
members killed. 

01 Jun 

7 Squadron not required and 12 sorties of 571 Squadron cancelled. 

02 Jun 

7 Squadron stood down. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Leverkusen. The attack opened on time but markers 
disappeared rapidly into cloud and bombing was therefore rather scattered. 

A total of 23 Mosquitoes took part. 

03 Jun 

7 Squadron (9 Lancasters), target Calais - a heavy gun position. The weather was good, marking 
accurate and bombing concentrated. (This was another deception raid in the Calais area to make 
the Germans think that the Invasion would be based on the Pas de Calais.) 

571 Squadron stood down. 

04 Jun 

7 Squadron (3 Lancasters), target Calais - a heavy gun position. (Deception raid)- successful. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. Nine sorties were successful and one returned 
early. The target was clear of cloud but ground haze prevented observation of results. 

A total of 20 Mosquitoes took part. 

05 Jun 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), targets two coastal batteries near Caen - Merville Franceville, (5) and 
Longues (11). Both these targets were light coastal batteries in the Normandy area. The Longues 
attack was actually carried out just two hours before Allied troop landings. Bombing was carried out 
on markers as there was a lot of cloud present. It is interesting to note that about 1,000 aircraft were 
involved against these and other batteries, dropping a combined total of around 5,000 tons of 
bombs. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Osnabruck. One aircraft cancelled, all other sorties attacked 
the target. A total of 31 Mosquitoes took part. 
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06 Jun 

7 Squadron not required and ten sorties of 571 Squadron attacked Ludwigshafen. Bombing runs 
were made on the DR as no markers were seen, but a good concentration of bomb flashes was 
observed beneath the cloud which covered the target. A total of 32 Mosquitoes took part. 

07 Jun 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), targets Massy-Palaiseau railway centre (3) and Foret de Cerisy fuel 
and ammunition store (13). Three sorties (Master Bomber, deputy and backer-up) were supplied for 
the attack on the Massy-Palaiseau railway centre south of Paris. Marking appears to have been 
fairly accurate and several explosions were reported. 

13 Lancasters were detailed to attack the six-way road junction at Foret de Cerisy which was also 
believed to be an important ammunition and fuel dump, hidden in the surrounding woods. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. All ten sorties delivered one cookie each to the city. 

A total of 32 Mosquitoes took part. 

08 Jun 

7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), target Marshalling yards at Fougeres near Rennes. The Squadron 
supplied Master Bomber and deputy plus 13 other sorties. The cloud base was down to 8,000 ft but 
the Master Bomber instructed crews to go below this for bombing and most crews managed visual 
pinpoints of the target. Markers were well placed and an excellent concentration of bombing was 
achieved. (This attack was designed to prevent German reinforcements from reaching the 

Normandy battle area.) 

571 Squadron cancelled. 

09 Jun 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Rennes airfield. As before crews were instructed to go beneath 
the cloud. Markers were placed between the runways and bombing was well concentrated. (This 
raid was part of a larger one aimed at disabling enemy airfields situated south of the Normandy 
battle area.) 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. To prevent the Berliners sitting back, or at least 
sleeping at night, 12 sorties successfully bombed the German capital although results are unknown. 

A total of 30 Mosquitoes took part. 

10 Jun 

7 Squadron (2 Lancasters), target Dreux marshalling yards. While the Hun is struggling to build up 
his land forces by road, rail and air, Bomber Command’s immediate policy is to smash these 
communications. 7 Squadron again contributed Master Bomber and deputy to an attack on the 
yards. The target was clear of cloud and visual identification was possible in the early stages of 
attack. Bombing was well concentrated. Fighter activity was unusually active and one was shot 
down by 'P' (S/Ldr Roberts). 'G' (P/O Bennett) is missing from this operation. 

571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. One Mosquito failed to return from another attack on 
Berlin. The captain F/Lt Downey was on his first op from Oakington. The remaining eight sorties 
were successful. 

11 Jun 

7 Squadron (7 Lancasters), target Tours railway centre. Target covered with cloud although some 
aircraft flew below 3,000 feet in order to obtain visual identification. Results unknown. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All sorties completed the mission. Marking was on 
time and bombing well positioned near markers. 

12 Jun 

7 Squadron (8 Lancasters), target Amiens railway centre. 7 Squadron again provided Master 

Bomber and deputy. The target was clearly identified in the initial stages of the attack, but later it 
was obscured by smoke. Aircraft were instructed to bomb the centre of a huge fire that had 
developed. 

7 Squadron (3 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Gelsenkirchen. This was an 
attack on an aviation-petrol manufacturing plant. A considerable amount of flak was encountered 
but there was no fighter activity. The Mosquitoes attacked Gelsenkirchen soon after the Lancasters 
had finished. A total of 303 aircraft took part of which 286 were Lancasters and 17 were Mosquitoes. 
571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. This was a diversion raid to draw enemy fighters 
away from Gelsenkirchen. Results unknown. 

13 Jun 

Both units stood down. 

14 Jun 

7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), target Le Havre. Daylight raid. German shipping (mainly E-boats) was 
concentrating in the port to attack the Allied Second Front. Visual identification of the dock area was 
possible during the early stages of the attack and marking was accurate. 

All 11 sorties were successful. A total of 221 Lancasters and 13 Mosquitoes took part. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Scholven / Buer. An attack on another synthetic oil fuel plant 
- results unknown. 
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15 Jun 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), targets marshalling yards at Valenciennes (9) and Lens (7). 

Perfect visibility below cloud made accurate bombing possible. Two sorties failed to return, 'N' (P/O 
Thomson) and 'F' (P/O Grant). 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Gelsenkirchen. 10/1 Oths cloud prevented observation of 
results. One sortie returned early, eight attacked the target and the other 'F' (F/O Brandwood and 
his navigator F/O Miller) are missing from this operation. 

16 Jun 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Renescure works. 12 Lancasters found and bombed the target - 
results unknown. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. One sortie cancelled - the remaining aircraft 
completed their mission. Markers disappeared very rapidly into cloud which prevented observation 
of results. A total of 29 Mosquitoes took part. 

17 Jun 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Seven sorties were successful, bombing on markers. 

The remaining sortie bombed Kiel instead and returned home early. 

18 Jun 

7 Squadron not required and eight sorties of 571 Squadron were cancelled owing to deterioration of 
weather 18/19 June. 

20 Jun 

Both units stood down. 

21 Jun 

7 Squadron (2 Lancasters), target Domleger works. 7 Squadron provided Master Bomber and 
deputy to lead a raid on a workshop at Domleger. Dense cloud obscured all ground detail in the 
target area and the raid was called off. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Two inexperienced crews cancelled. Technical 
difficulties led to another two bombing Kiel instead. The remaining eight sorties bombed markers 
over the primary target. 

22 Jun 

7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Flamburg. The target was obscured 
by cloud but all crews saw markers which were well concentrated. One cookie was jettisoned over 
the sea. 

23 Jun 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target flying-bomb launch sites in Pas-de-Calais area thought to be 

L'Hey (16) and Coubronne (14). 16 sorties were detailed for a night attack on two launching sites, a 
Master Bomber and deputy being supplied. A total of 412 aircraft took part including 226 Lancasters 
and 22 Mosquitoes. 'A' had a very eventful trip back and managed to shoot down a Ju88 which was 
attacking another Lancaster, and then damaged an Me 210 as well. The Lancaster sustained 
considerable damage during this combat but made a safe landing at Woodbridge. 14 bombers then 
went on to Coubronne (believed to be at Ecques, due east of Therouanne ) - details unknown. 

571 Squadron (11 Mosquitoes), target Bremen. Clear of cloud and bombing was concentrated. 

24 Jun 

7 Squadron (2 Lancasters), target Noyelle-en-Chaussee. Two sorties lead a raid on another flying- 
bomb launch site. Target accurately bombed. 

7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Middel Straete. Another flying-bomb site destroyed. 

571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target mine laying in the Baltic - successful. 

25 Jun 

7 Squadron (2 Lancasters), target Gorenflos works. Both sorties bombed the target. 

Night operations cancelled. 

571 Squadron (11 Mosquitoes), target Homberg/Meerbeck synthetic-oil plant. Two sorties cancelled 
but the remainder attacked the target successfully. The target was clear of cloud but ground haze 
and searchlight activity was strong making ground identification impossible. 

Markers were however seen and bombing was concentrated. A total of 42 Mosquitoes took part. 

26 Jun 

7 Squadron cancelled. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Gottingen railway workshops. 

Ten sorties were successful although no results were observed due to cloud cover. The other two 
sorties returned early having bombed Dusseldorf and Maastricht instead. 

A total of 35 Mosquitoes took part. 

27 Jun 

7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), targets Mont Candon (2) and Oisemont/ Neuville-au-Bois (13). 

All sorties were successful although both targets were cloud-covered. Bombing was concentrated 
on well-positioned markers. (VI sites) 

571 Squadron stood down. 

28 Jun 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Saarbrucken. Only two sorties attacked the primary as no 
markers were seen. 
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29 Jun 

7 Squadron (2 Lancasters), target Siracourt flying-bomb store, daylight raid. Two sorties were 
detailed to lead an attack on Siracourt flying-bomb store. The Master Bomber (F/Lt Clarke) was shot 
down by flak shortly before reaching the target. The deputy (F/Lt Frow), after identifying the aiming 
point redirected the bombing of the Main Force which was being diverted to an aerodrome near the 
target. His instructions were followed and a good concentration of bombing of the primary was 
achieved. 571 Squadron - 12 sorties cancelled. 

30 Jun 

7 Squadron cancelled. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Homberg/Meerbeck oil plant. 

One crew withdrew and another returned early owing to sickness of the pilot. The remaining ten 
sorties attacked the target and bombing was well concentrated. 

June 

1944 

7 Squadron detailed 192 sorties this month, with 4 missing, 3 aborted and 185 successful. 

A total of 1,779,500 lbs of bombs, 724 flares and 208 TIs were dropped. 

571 Squadron detailed 224 sorties, of these 8 cancelled, 4 aborted (2 missing), 15 were partially 
successful and 195 were successful. 

A total of 883,000 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

01 Jul 

7 Squadron (2 Lancasters), target Biennais (VI construction site), daylight raid. The target was 
covered with cloud. No results observed. 

Operations for 571 Squadron cancelled. 

02 Jul 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Oisemont flying-bomb launching site, daylight raid. All sorties 
attacked but fast moving cloud over target prevented visual identification. No markers were seen but 
bombing was concentrated. 

374 Lancasters and ten Mosquitoes attacked three V-bomb sites on this day. 

03 Jul 

Operations for both units cancelled. 

04 Jul 

7 Squadron (2 Lancasters), target St Martin-L'Hortier flying-bomb launching site. Visibility was 
excellent and a good concentration of bombing was achieved. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Scholven. All sorties attacked but no results were observed. 

05 Jul 

7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), target Wizernes flying-bomb launching site. All bombed on markers. 

'C' (F/Lt Craw's aircraft) was damaged by a Ju 88 but a safe landing was made at Woodbridge. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Scholven. All sorties attacked the target and although there 
was no cloud over the target there was considerable ground haze, which prevented visual 
identification. A good concentration was achieved on the well-placed markers. 

Their Majesties the King and Queen and Her Royal Highness Princess Elizabeth visited the station. 

06 Jul 

7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), targets Foret-du-Croc (2) and Coquereaux (8) flying-bomb sites. 

Master Bomber and deputy were provided for an attack on Foret-du-Croc and eight aircraft for the 
Main Force attacking Coquereaux. Good visual pinpoints were obtained and both targets suffered 
concentrated bombing. 

07 Jul 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Caen. This was a special operation laid on in close support of 
the British and Canadian 2nd Army in Normandy. At dusk all sorties attacked an important 
concentration of enemy troops and armour 1.5 miles from the centre of Caen and lying directly in 
front of the Allied positions. The mission was highly successful. A total of 497 aircraft took part. 

A telegraph received (23.15 hours, 07-07-44), from Army HQ before the aircraft had landed read as 
follows: From the Army to the RAF: - Heavy bomber attack has just taken place - A wonderfully 
Impressive show and was enormously appreciated by the Army. The Army would like their 
appreciation and thanks conveyed to all crews - only one aircraft seen shot down, and crew seen to 
bail out. 

A brilliant operation and proof of the value of aircraft of Bomber Command in close support of our 
ground forces. S/Ldr Lawrence could surely have desired no more fitting conclusion to his second 
operational tour, which was in effect, terminated by the above sortie. 

571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Seven aircraft dropped their cookies on the primary; 
one aircraft returned early, the other landed at Waterbeach (details unknown). 

08 Jul 

All operations cancelled. 

09 Jul 

7 Squadron (9 Lancasters), targets Linzeux (2) and L'Hey (7) flying-bomb launching sites. 

Master Bomber and deputy were provided for an attack on Lineaux but unfortunately they were 
unable to identify the aiming point owing to cloud over the target and both kept their markers. 

The attack on L'Hey was more successful, and was also covered in cloud but some crews 
recognised the aiming point. 

Operations for 571 Squadron cancelled. 
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10 Jul 

7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Nucourt flying-bomb works and stores. No ground detail could 
be identified and the attack was spread out. A total of 213 Lancasters and 10 Mosquitoes took part. 
571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. One aircraft cancelled and 11 reached the target. 

11 Jul 

Both units cancelled. 

12 Jul 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Thiverny storage dump (4). Vaires marshalling yard (12). 

Master Bomber, deputy and two backers-up were provided for an attack on Thiverny. The target 
was completely covered by cloud and blind bombing was carried out. Vaires was also cloud-covered 
so this attack was called off and 11 sorties returned home with bombs. The remaining aircraft 'F' 

(F/Lt Williams) received a direct hit from heavy flak on carrying out his bombing run. Bombs were 
therefore jettisoned, and a crash landing was made at Ftivenhall. The crew sustained no injuries. 

571 Squadron cancelled. 

13 Jul 

Both units cancelled. 

14 Jul 

No operations for 7 Squadron. 

571 Squadron (14 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. All sorties were successful. Target marking was 
accurate and bombing fairly well concentrated. 

15 Jul 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Chalons-sur-Marne marshalling yards. All sorties attacked the 
target which was clear of cloud and good pinpoints were achieved. Marking was accurate but the 
target was soon obscured by smoke. A total of 222 Lancasters and 7 Mosquitoes took part. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Target covered by cloud - results unknown. 

16 Jul 

571 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Homberg (Meerbeck). All crews successfully bombed the 
target through cloud. 

17 Jul 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Cagny. Cagny is a village south-east of Caen where infantry and 
guns were concentrated to resist any Allied attempt to break through into the surrounding area. This 
operation was one of a series of attacks around Caen designed to obliterate enemy strong points 
before a general advance of Allied land forces. W/Cdr Baker led the attack on Cagny and photos 
obtained, confirmed the accuracy of the attack. All sorties were successful. 

571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Eight were successful bombing on markers. ’P’ was 
unable to reach the target owing to defective oxygen supply and dropped his bomb on Cuxhaven 
instead. 

18 Jul 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Aulnoye railway centre. The weather was clear with some 
ground haze but the markers went down in time and were clearly visible to the crews. A very good 
concentration of bombing was achieved. All aircraft returned early. 

571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. Results not known. One aircraft had to jettison his 
cookie on account of his undercarriage u/s. 

571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Bombing was concentrated, target free of cloud but 
there was ground haze. S/Ldr Dodwell and P/O Cash, (navigator), failed to return from this mission 
(this was S/Ldr Dodwell’s 81st operation). 

19 Jul 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Bremen. All sorties successful. No ground detail was visible 
over the target owing to cloud cover but markers both en-route and over target, were seen by all 
crews and bombing appeared to be well positioned. 

20 Jul 

7 Squadron (4 Lancasters), target Meerbeck synthetic-oil plant at Homberg. Thick haze precluded 
any visual identification, but markers were seen by all crews and a good concentration of bombing 
was achieved. Fighters were fairly active and two probable were claimed, one by P/O Kidd and the 
other by S/Ldr Frow. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hamburg. No visual identification was possible but markers 
were punctual and seen by all crews. Some spoof markers were also active. Ten sorties were 
successful, one 'F" returned early with technical trouble and another (F/Lt Thompson), on his first 
trip from this station, failed to return. 

7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target Courtrai marshalling yards. Visibility over the target was perfect 
enabling good visual pinpoints to be secured for bombing runs. In the early stages of the attack the 
markers were seen to be round the aiming point, but the whole area was soon enveloped in smoke 
and dust. As a result the Master Bomber called off the later bombers. All Oakington crews did 
however manage to attack the target. A total of 302 Lancasters and 15 Mosquitoes took part. 
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21 Jul 7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All sorties attacked the target. A very large dummy 
attack ten or so miles north of Berlin was staged by the ground authorities but they started the fires 
too early and only served as a useful indication to our crews of the real position of the city. 

Bombing was well concentrated around the real markers. 

22 Jul 7 Squadron (8 Lancasters), target Noyelles-en-Chaussee. Daylight raid. All sorties successful 

although results are unknown. 

571 Squadron cancelled. 

23 Jul 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Kiel. Whilst the Fatherland 

appear to be in a state of unrest following the ‘unfortunate accident’ to the Fuhrer, Kiel - the first 
town to rise up against the Kaiser's regime in the last war - was the target for Bomber Command's 
first major raid on a German city since the D-Day. Three Mosquitoes from 571 Squadron flew ahead 
of the Main Force stream and opened the proceedings with three cookies. All 7 Squadron sorties 
attacked the target which was covered by cloud and the results were difficult to assess. 

A total of 629 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. One sortie returned early after jettisoning in the sea 
following an electrical failure. The remaining aircraft bombed the target on well concentrated 
markers. 

24 Jul 7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target Prouville flying-bomb launching site. Daylight raid. All sorties 

were successful. 

7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), target Stuttgart. This was the first of three heavy raids on the city. 
Master Bomber and 14 other sorties were detailed. The Master Bomber, S/Ldr Craig, saw a built-up 
area through a momentary break in the clouds but bombing was carried out on well-positioned 
markers. One FW 190 was claimed as destroyed by F/O Brundle, rear gunner of F/Lt William's crew. 
614 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All sorties attacked the target. 

571 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. Three aircraft bombed Frankfurt and then went 
ahead of the Main Force to Stuttgart. 

25 Jul 7 Squadron (14 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), targets Stuttgart (14), Stuttgart and 

Mannheim (6). 13 sorties were successful and the other bombed an unknown target south of the city 
owing to a navigational error. Stuttgart was covered by a thin cloud layer and as no ground detail 
could be seen but streets were outlined by incendiary fires. Six Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron 
assisted in this raid before bombing Mannheim as a diversionary attack. 

A total of 550 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Five sorties were successful, the other bombed 
Bremen instead. 

7 Squadron (2 Lancasters), target Ferfay airfield / flying-bomb site. Two sorties were detailed to lead 
an attack against Ferfay airfield. Bombing was concentrated on markers. 

26 Jul 7 Squadron stood down. 571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Hamburg. Weather conditions were 

very poor and only two aircraft saw the markers. 

27 Jul 7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Stuttgart. Eight sorties were 

successful, one bombed Aachen instead and another returned early. 

28 Jul 7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Stuttgart. Twelve sorties were successful, bombing on markers 

positioned close to the railway station. Fighter opposition was particularly intense and three are 
claimed as destroyed. Both rear and upper gunners of S/Ldr Craig's crew fired at a Ju 88 which 
crashed with engines on fire. P/O McCarthy's crew shot down another Ju 88. 'V' (S/Ldr Todd), 
landed at Bradwell Bay after his aircraft had been severely damaged by two fighters, one of which 
was shot down. 496 aircraft took part. 

7 Squadron (2 Lancasters), target Hamburg. Another two sorties were detailed for an attack on 
Hamburg but one was forced to return with engine trouble. The other (F/O Perry) was severely 
damaged by flak and crash-landed at Bungay. The crew sustained only minor injuries. A total of 307 
aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. One sortie cancelled but nine aircraft bombed the 
target. After bombing the primary, six sorties flew on to Stuttgart to assist in the large attack there 
and dropped 'Window'. 
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29 Jul 

7 Squadron cancelled. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. In spite of extremely poor weather, 11 sorties 
reached and bombed the target which was initially scattered but improved as the attack progressed. 

30 Jul 

7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Villers-Bocage-Caumont area. This was another operation in 
close co-operation with land forces in Normandy. Three aiming points on a concentration of enemy 
troops and armour in the Villers-Bocage-Caumont area. Master Bomber and deputy opened the 
attack on aiming point 'B' and although the cloud base was about 2,000 feet, the leaders flew below 
this height to identify and accurately mark the target. Aiming point 'E' was attacked by five sorties 
(the sixth being called off by the Master Bomber as the markers were obscured by cloud and 
smoke). The attack aiming point ’G' was aborted and the four sorties returned with their bombs. 

A total of 692 aircraft took part. 571 Squadron stood down. 

July 

1944 

7 Squadron carried out 236 sorties during the month, of which 21 aborted, 2 were partially 
successful and 213 were successful. 

A total of 2,005,500 lbs of bombs, 474 flares and 233 TIs were dropped. 

571 Squadron carried out 217 sorties, of which 2 are missing, 3 were partially successful and 204 
were successful. 

A total of 821,500 lbs, 9 flares and 6 TIs were dropped. 

01 Aug 

7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), targets Acquet, Ferme-de-Forestel and Noyelles-en-Chaussee flying- 
bomb launching sites. Daylight raid. In spite of unpromising weather, three Master Bombers and 
three deputies were called from 7 Squadron for attacking three launching sites. In each case cloud 
completely covered the target area and the Master Bombers called off the attacks. All bombs were 
brought back. 

No night operations were laid on for 7 Squadron and 12 sorties of 571 Squadron were cancelled. 

02 Aug 

Operations, day for 7 Squadron, and a night for 571 Squadron cancelled, owing to poor weather. 

03 Aug 

7 Squadron (8 Lancasters), target L' Isle-Adam, north of Paris, flying-bomb supply depot. Daylight 
raid. Visibility was good and all crews secured some excellent pinpoints and bombing appeared to 
be well concentrated. 

7 Squadron (4 Lancasters), target Foret de Nieppe flying-bomb storage depot. A further four sorties 
were required to lead a night attack on another depot. Most of the bombs fell onto the target. 

04 Aug 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), targets L' Isle-Adam (4), Trossy St Maximin (9) and Pauillac oil storage 
depot. Daylight raid. Four sorties from 7 Squadron led the attack on L’ Isle-Adam which was 
identified visually and markers appeared to be well placed. Another supply dump at Trossy St 

Maximin was the target for a further nine sorties and the final one included four 7 Squadron sorties 
to an oil refinery at Pauillac near Bordeaux which was very successful. S/Ldr Craig (Master Bomber) 
saw his markers fall right on the aiming point. Bombing was very accurate with only three sticks 
were seen to fall off target and one of these set fire to tankers close to the jetty. 

05 Aug 

7 Squadron (8 Lancasters), target Blaye oil storage depot. This attack was also very successful - all 
sorties attacked the target. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Wanne-Eickel oil plant. All sorties bombed the target - 
results unknown. A total of 35 Mosquitoes took part. 

06 Aug 

7 Squadron (4 Lancasters), target Normandy Battle Area - details unknown. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Castrop-Rauxel oil plant. All sorties attacked but bombing 
was scattered. A total of 40 Mosquitoes took part. 

07 Aug 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Normandy Battle Area. Sixteen sorties took part in an operation 
directly concerned with Allied ground forces in Normandy. For about two months the enemy has 
strongly resisted our successive efforts to break through from Caen towards the south-east. This 
defensive line is supported by the bulk of the enemy's tanks and self-propelled guns, many of which 
are dug-in. Bomber Command therefore was requested to attack two groups of targets, one on each 
side of the Caen-Falaise Road, to support a break through by British and Canadian troops. 

7 Squadron attacked three separate targets in the battle area and reports indicate that this effort has 
been entirely successful. F/O Kidd and crew are missing. 

A total of 1,019 aircraft took part including 614 Lancasters. 

08 Aug 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. All sorties bombed on markers. 

A total of 34 Mosquitoes took part. 
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09 Aug 7 Squadron (8 Lancasters), target Foret de Mormal. 7 Squadron provided the Master Bomber and 
deputy plus six other sorties, against the fuel dump at Foret de Mormal. The attack opened on time 
and bombing was very accurate. The aiming point which was clearly identified by the early arrivals 
was soon obscured by smoke. A total of 160 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target mining the Dortmund-Ems canal. Ten sorties took off and 
seven were successful, all getting a good run-up and planting mines in the prescribed position. The 
three abortive sorties failed to locate markers and brought mines back. 

A total of 16 Mosquitoes took part. 

10 Aug 7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), target La Pallice oil storage depot. All sorties were successful. 

The weather was clear and the aiming point was quickly identified and markers put down - bombing 
was accurate and concentrated. 

571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. The target was obscured by cloud but the markers 
were clearly visible. 

11 Aug 571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Night attack. Seven sorties attacked the target and in 

spite of dummy markers, a fair concentration of genuine markers was seen. Fighters were also 
active and one sortie (P/O Gent) jettisoned his cookie in order to take evasive action. 

One sortie (F/O Pinkerton and his navigator F/O Campbell) failed to return from this mission. 

A total of 33 Mosquitoes took part. 

12 Aug The dawn of 12 August heralded a day of unprecedented activity on the part of Oakington. In all five 

operations, two by day and three by night were called for, over widely separated areas and within a 
period of eleven hours. 

7 Squadron (21 Lancasters), targets Bordeaux port area (4), Montrichard supply dump (7), 
Russelsheim Opel factory (5), and Normandy Battle Area (Falaise) (5). Within a period of 11 hours, 

7 Squadron took part in five operations which meant that some crews operated twice in a very short 
period. 

Daylight raids were made on the Bordeaux port area and supply dumps at Montrichard, some ten 
miles east of Tours. Both of these raids were very successful. 

During darkness five sorties took part in the raid on the Opel lorry factory which was also engaged 
in the manufacture of wings for flying bombs. This raid was also a success. 

The last raid was in support of Allied ground forces when a moderate force of 144 heavies attacked 
a troop concentration at Falaise. 

571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Kiel. All sorties attacked the target and bombing was well 
concentrated. 

13 Aug 7 Squadron stood down. 571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. Visibility was good and 

although markers were somewhat scattered; the bombing was well concentrated. 

14 Aug 7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target strong points north of Falaise. 805 aircraft were detailed for an 

attack, which lasted two hours. Four minutes after the bombing had ceased (at 16.05 hours), so 
British and Canadian forces moved forward to attack. 

7 Squadron contributed 14 aircraft towards this effort and provided Master and deputy to control two 
of the waves (W/Cdr Baker on one target and S/Ldr Craig on another). Both attacks were well 
controlled and the concentration of bombing around the aiming points was of a high order. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Nine sorties reached the city. F/O McGee's aircraft 
sustained some flak damage and was forced to return. The weather was clear over Berlin and the 
markers were soon identified and bombed. A total of 32 Mosquitoes took part. 

15 Aug 7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), targets Soesterberg (9) and Volkel airfields in Holland. 7 Squadron 

provided masters and deputies to both raids. The raid on Soesterberg was very accurate and 
several direct hits on runways and adjacent buildings were seen. The raid on Volkel was also a 
success due to clear weather and accurate marking. 

571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All sorties bombed the target which was successful, 
despite an attempt to deceive the crews with dummy fires. 

16 Aug 7 Squadron (12 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Kiel. The Master Bomber, 

S/Ldr Craig estimated that 75% of the raid fell on the target. Cloud base was at 15,000 feet and he 
was able to identify salient features of the town, and carefully placed the markers to control the 
bombing efficiency. All sorties were successful. A total of 348 aircraft took part. /—> 
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16 Aug 7 Squadron (4 Lancasters), target Stettin. Three sorties on Stettin were successful, the remaining 
contd aircraft were unable to reach the target on time owing to lighter winds than forecast and jettisoned 

their bombs about 30 miles south-west of the target. 

571 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Berlin - all sorties were successful. 

(The Allied armies finally broke through the German defences in Normandy and quickly made their 
way across France in all directions, making contact with the Allied units in Southern France. Paris 
was liberated on 24 August; Belgium during September but most of Holland remained in enemy 
hands for a few more months.) 

17 Aug 571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Mannheim - all ten sorties attacked the target, each 

releasing a cookie. 

18 Aug 7 Squadron (13 Lancasters), 571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Bremen. Four 571 Squadron 

aircraft initiated the attack by dropping Window and three minutes later 7 Squadron marked the 
target. The weather was clear and the visual marker was able to identify the aiming point. Bombing 
was very well concentrated on markers. 

7 Squadron (3 Lancasters), target Sterkrade synthetic-oil plant. Attack took place about an hour 
after the one on Bremen. Many spoof markers were seen, but the crews were able to identify the 
correct target. A good concentration of bombing was achieved. F/Lt McCarthy and crew failed to 
return from this mission. 

571 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. This was a spoof attack on Berlin. 

19 Aug Both units stood down or had operations cancelled 19-22 August. 

23 Aug 7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. One sortie cancelled but 

all other crews attacked, bombing on well concentrated markers. 

24 Aug Operations for both squadrons cancelled. 

25 Aug 7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Russelsheim. Improved weather enabled a variety of raids to be 

planned. Russelsheim is an important industrial centre, (including Opel Factory), near Mainz and 
was the target for 412 Lancasters. 7 Squadron's contribution was 12 sorties and nine of these 
successfully attacked the target. The target was clear of cloud and was well illuminated by flares. 
Markers were well concentrated. Smoke from the ground rose to 10,000 feet and several large 
explosions were seen. Engine failure and problems with hydraulics caused two sorties to be 
aborted. One aircraft (F/Lt Strong) failed to return from this mission. 

7 Squadron (4 Lancasters), targets two gun emplacements at Brest. This raid was carried out to 
assist an American attack on Brest. Four sorties were detailed to illuminate two gun batteries near 
Brest - Brest / Kerandien (?) and Brest / Foret de Comouailles (Cornouailles ?). Another target 
consisted of two light coastal batteries at Pointe Robert and Ponscorff (?). 

Aircraft was successful in dropping flares in both areas but one sortie is missing, this being S/Ldr 
Chopping and crew. A total of 334 aircraft took part, attacking eight battery positions. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Ten sorties were successful but no results were 
observed. One sortie ’O’ bombed Magdeburg instead and Cuxhaven was attacked by 'K'. 

26 Aug 7 Squadron (11 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Kiel. Three Mosquitoes 

initiated the attack by dropping window, followed shortly afterwards by 11 aircraft of 7 Squadron. 
Flares were laid down and markers plus sky markers were close to the aiming point. The weather 
was clear but owing to a rather heavy ground haze and smoke screen it was not possible to identify 
the built-up area. The bombing was well concentrated. F/Lt Smaill and crew are missing from this 
mission. A total of 382 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Flamburg. This was a diversionary raid in support of the one 
on Kiel. 

571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All sorties reached the target - other details unknown. 

27 Aug 571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Mannheim. Seven sorties were successful, one aircraft 

returned early and another bombed Saarbrucken instead. 

28 Aug 7 Squadron (4 Lancasters), target Pas-de-Calais flying-bomb sites. S/Ldr Foster led one raid to 

Fermes du Grand Bois with F/Lt Wilson as deputy and F/Lt Phillips led the other to Oeuf-en-Ternois 
with S/Ldr Todd as deputy. The weather was clear at both sites and the raids were successful. 

571 Squadron (11 Mosquitoes), target Essen. The weather was clear and all crews were able to 
distinguish the genuine markers in spite of many dummies. 
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29 Aug 

7 Squadron (13 Lancasters), target Stettin. This raid was the main effort of Bomber Command on 
this day, designed to make it difficult for the enemy's evacuation of his troops from encirclement in 
the Baltic States of Latvia and Estonia. The raid successfully targeted the docks and town. A total of 
402 Lancasters took part. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), targets Hamburg (6) and Berlin (6). All sorties accomplished their 
mission successfully except for one that returned early. 

30 Aug 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. Cloud over the target obscured ground detail but 
markers were punctual and accurate enabling a fair concentration of bombing. 

31 Aug 

Operations for 7 Squadron cancelled. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Dusseldorf. 

All sorties except one were successful. Engine failure was the cause of the failed sortie. 

Aug 

1944 

7 Squadron carried out 208 sorties for the month, 1 cancelled, 19 aborted (5 missing), 1 was 
partially successful and 191 were successful. 

A total of 1,473,420 lbs of bombs, 1,020 flares and 554 TIs were dropped. 

571 Squadron carried out 217 sorties, 2 cancelled, 10 aborted, 6, were partially successful and 199 
were successful. 

A total of 779,500 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

01 Sep 

7 Squadron (3 Lancasters), target Lumbress V2 rocket stores. This was the last of a long series of 
raids on the flying-bomb, V2 rocket, launching and storage sites in the Pas-de-Calais area, which 
was captured by Allied troops a few days later. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Bremen, Many dummy markers were present but were easily 
differentiated from our own, but the bombing started several fires. One sortie returned early owing to 
engine trouble. 

02 Sep 

571 Squadron stood down and 7 Squadron cancelled. 

03 Sep 

7 Squadron (9 Lancasters), target Venlo airfield. Venlo was one of six airfields targeted by Bomber 
Command today. The target was easily identified by the Master Bomber (S/Ldr Craig), but had to 
hand over control of the attack to his deputy (F/Lt Wilson), after his own aircraft had been hit by flak. 
Two engines were put out of action but he managed to fly back across the North Sea by jettisoning 
all non-essential equipment and made a safe landing at Woodbridge. 

A total of 675 aircraft took part against the six airfields. 

04 Sep 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Karlsruhe. No exact pinpointing was possible but the river 
could be seen through ground haze. Markers were well concentrated and the bombing accurate. All 

12 sorties attacked the target. 

05 Sep 

7 Squadron (4 Lancasters), target Le Havre. Daylight raid. S/Ldr Craig and three other aircraft led 
an attack on an area of Le Havre, the first of six similar raids designed to bring about an end to the 
siege. Le Havre was still holding out after being by-passed by the Allied advance. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. Eleven sorties were successful but no special 
results were observed owing to cloud over the target area. One sortie returned early owing to 
sickness of the pilot. 

06 Sep 

7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Emden. S/Ldr Craig again acted as Master Bomber. The target 
was clear of cloud and markers were dropped accurately. In the early stages of the raid the bombing 
was well controlled but smoke soon obscured ground detail. One sortie (F/Lt Wilson and crew) failed 
to return from this operation. 181 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hamburg. Eleven sorties were successful, bombing through 
cloud. The other pilot bombed Emden instead. 

07 Sep 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Karlsruhe, Aircraft bombed on markers and a good 
concentration seems to have been achieved. 

08 Sep 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Nuremberg. No ground detail was visible but all crews 
bombed on markers. A total of 45 Mosquitoes took part. 

09 Sep 

7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target Le Havre. Daylight Raid. 7 Squadron had contributed Master 
Bomber, deputy and four other sorties, but was cancelled as S/Ldr Craig found that weather 
conditions over the target area made bombing impossible. All aircraft therefore returned with their 
bomb loads. A total of 272 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Brunswick. The raid opened punctually and all crews 
identified the railway station and considered that the markers had been accurately placed. 
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10 Sep 7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), target Le Havre. 992 aircraft were despatched to attack eight different 

strong points and S/Ldr Craig led two of these attacks and W/Cdr Foster was Master Bomber on a 
third. All 7 Squadron sorties were successful. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Markers were late on target and the bombing was 
therefore scattered. One sortie bombed Cuxhaven instead and another returned early. 

11 Sep 7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), target Kamen synthetic-oil plant. This was an evening attack on a 

synthetic-oil plant near Kamen to which 7 Squadron contributed 11 sorties. The target was located 
visually and all sorties took part in a concentrated attack. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Ten sorties were successful, one bombed Hamburg 
and the remaining aircraft jettisoned his bomb owing to technical trouble. 

12 Sep Round the clock bombing by 7 Squadron (5 Lancasters), target Munster. Daylight raid. Five aircraft 

were detailed for an attack on MOnster and all sorties were successful. W/Cdr Foster was the 
Master Bomber and S/Ldr Todd his deputy. Their markers fell close to the aiming point, enabling a 
concentrated effort to be developed. Three aircraft were damaged by flak. 

A total of 124 aircraft took part (only five Lancasters, the rest were Halifaxes). 

7 Squadron (11 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. A strong force of 
378 Lancasters and 9 Mosquitoes, to which 7 Squadron contributed 11 aircraft, attacked Frankfurt 
and 571 Squadron provided 2 Mosquitoes. Ten, 7 Squadron Lancasters took off and one cancelled 
and another returned early. The weather was clear and bombing was well positioned on markers. 
One sortie (F/Lt Banks) failed to return. 

Two Mosquitoes from 571 Squadron participated in this attack. A total of 387 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All sorties reached and bombed the primary. Two 
aircraft sustained damage, one (W/O Tomlinson) was hit by canon fire from an enemy fighter, had to 
make a belly landing at Woodbridge and the other (F/Lt Griffiths and F/O Ball) was hit by flak over 
Berlin. Both pilot and navigator were forced to bail out but were otherwise OK. A total of 29 
Mosquitoes took part. 

13 Sep 7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), target Nordstern synthetic-oil plant. Ten sorties of 7 Squadron were 

despatched to lead a raid on the synthetic-oil plant at Nordstern. Drifting cloud and considerable 
ground haze made identification difficult until our crews were immediately over the target. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. This attack followed on from the Nordstern one. All 
sorties completed this mission, bombing was well concentrated on markers. 

14 Sep Operations for both squadrons cancelled. 

15 Sep 7 Squadron (15 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (6 + 5 Mosquitoes), targets Kiel and Berlin. Both 

units contributed to a heavy night attack on Kiel. All 15 aircraft of 7 Squadron were successful and 
the raid, which started on time, resulted in many fires being started. Six Mosquitoes of 517 
Squadron opened this raid with their cookies, while a further four sorties bombed Berlin. 

W/O Longworth, also detailed for Berlin, was forced to abandon this mission with a defective fuel 
system and bombed Magdeburg before returning to base. A total of 490 aircraft took part. 

16 Sep 7 Squadron not required and 571 Squadron stood down. 

17 Sep 7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), target Boulogne - enemy-held strong points. Two Masters and two 

deputies were required to lead a force in a daylight attack on enemy-held strong points near 
Boulogne. All ten aircraft were successful. A total of 762 aircraft took part of which 370 were 
Lancasters, 351 Halifaxes and 41 were Mosquitoes. 

18 Sep 7 Squadron (2 Lancasters), target Domburg on Walcheren Island. 7 Squadron supplied the Master 

Bomber and deputy to lead a force in attacking a light coastal battery at Domburg. Thick cloud cover 
prevented any identification of the target and the raid was then called off by the Master Bomber. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Only 6 of the 12 actually reached and bombed the 
primary. All others returned early with technical problems although three aircraft bombed Osnabruck 
while the other two bombed Hannover and Bramerhaven. A total of 33 Mosquitoes took part. 

19 Sep 7 Squadron not required and 571 Squadron cancelled. 

20 Sep Operations for 571 Squadron cancelled. 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target Calais enemy-held strong points. To a series of daylight attacks 
on enemy-held strong points at Calais, 7 Squadron contributed 14 Lancasters, all of which were 
successful. Nine sorties led by S/Ldr Craig as Master Bomber took part in the first attack. As the 
cloud base over the target was 3,500 feet the Master Bomber ordered bombing to be carried out 
500 feet below this. l—> 
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20 Sep From this height all our sorties were able to recognise the aiming point which was accurately 
contd marked. W/Cdr Foster was the Master Bomber for the second attack on another strong point in the 

area and four other sorties of 7 Squadron, a deputy and three backer-up aircraft participated. 

Smoke and dust soon obscured the target but markers remained visible throughout the attack and 
bombing was well concentrated. 

A total of 646 aircraft took part. 

21 Sep A daylight attack on Sterkrade to which 7 Squadron were to contribute five supporters, was 

cancelled owing to the persistence of fog. 

571 Squadron cancelled. 

22 Sep Operation for 7 Squadron postponed and 571 Squadron’s effort cancelled. 

23 Sep 7 Squadron (3 Lancasters), target Neuss. Three sorties participated in a night attack on Neuss. 

Cloud over the target area prevented any observation of results and markers rapidly disappeared. 
571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Bochum. All sorties found and attacked the primary and here 
again the target was hidden by cloud but markers were well-timed and accurate. 

A total of 38 Mosquitoes took part. 

24 Sep 7 Squadron (3 Lancasters), target Calais. Three sorties were detailed, S/Ldr Todd was the Master 

Bomber, but on arriving over the target area he found that cloud conditions there would make a 
successful attack impossible. He retained his markers and bombs and called off the attack. Whilst 
carrying this out, his aircraft was hit by flak and he sustained a serious wound in the leg. In spite of 
this he made a successful landing at Woodbridge. The signal cancelling the raid was received by 'A' 
(F/O Wainwright), who was backer-up on this operation. He returned to Wyton with his bombs. 

The deputy however, failing to make any contact with S/Ldr Todd, assumed his duties of Master 
Bomber and dropped his load near the aiming point. He too landed at Wyton where both aircraft 
were diverted owing to bad weather at Oakington. A total of 188 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Bochum. Operation cancelled 

25 Sep 7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), target Calais. A further series of attacks, designed to liquidate enemy 

strong points in the Calais area was planned for earlier in the day. 7 Squadron supplied a master, 
deputy and three backers-up each for two targets. Both targets were aborted as cloud had 
completely covered them. Aircraft therefore returned with full bomb loads. 

A total of 872 aircraft took part but only 287 were able to bomb. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Mannheim. All sorties attacked the target and most of the 
bombing was done on markers. 

26 Sep 7 Squadron (4 Lancasters), target Calais. The port was finally attacked in near perfect visibility. 

Enemy-held strong points were attacked by the heavies in a series of raids during the morning. 

The efforts on two of three positions were led respectively by a master, deputy and two backers-up. 
Aiming point 10 was successfully marked and bombed by the four sorties detailed. Unfortunately the 
instructions from the Master Bomber (S/Ldr Craig) were not followed by all of the Main Force and as 
a result a percentage of the bombing fell slightly north of the aiming point. 

W/Cdr Cox was the Master Bomber, controlling the attack on A/P 9 but his machine was hit as he 
was making his bombing run and he was forced to hand over to his deputy (F/O Perry) who reported 
that the bombing was well concentrated. W/Cdr Cox made a safe landing at Woodbridge. A total of 
722 aircraft took part against the four targets allocated for this day. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. 11 sorties located and attacked the target, the 
bombing run being carried out on markers. The other sortie returned early. 

A total of 50 Mosquitoes took part. 

27 Sep 7 Squadron (3 Lancasters), target Calais. The port was again visited in an early morning attack to 

which 7 Squadron supplied a master, deputy and one backer-up. All identified the aiming point and 
a very good concentration of bombing was achieved. 

7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target Bottrop. A further six sorties of 7 Squadron took part in a daylight 
attack on the Ruhr Oel AG synthetic-oil plant at Bottrop. All attacked - one sortie (W/O MacRae) 
was able to identify the target visually and saw bomb bursts on the factory area, and witnessed the 
destruction of a large petrol tank by a direct hit. Drifting cloud however, prevented our other sorties 
from seeing their target and all relied on bombing by H 2 S. 175 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Kassel railway centre. 571 Squadron attacked the important 
railway centre at Kassel. Many bomb bursts were seen beneath the cloud cover. 11 sorties were 
successful and one returned early owing to sickness of the pilot. 
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28 Sep 7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target Calais (3) Day and Calais (3) Night. The systematic reduction of 

enemy strongholds in the Calais area continued by a series of attacks under the supervision of 
S/Ldr Craig. His reports of some of these attacks are not very encouraging but it is evident that the 
whole of the target area received the brunt of the bombing. To one of these 7 Squadron provided a 
master, deputy and one backer-up. Their target aiming point 8 , was obscured by cloud when the 
Master Bomber arrived and after circling and catching a glimpse of the target through gaps in the 
cloud, he considered that the weather conditions were too bad and called off the mission. The 
deputy, after circling three times, found an opportunity break in the clouds, saw the aiming point and 
bombed just before the master had called off the raid. 

In the evening, three sorties of 7 Squadron took-off to lead yet another attack on the Calais area. 
The bombing in the initial stages was accurate but deteriorated so rapidly that the Master, (W/Cdr 
Cox) called off the attack. 494 aircraft took part although only 68 actually bombed the target. Calais 
surrendered to the Canadian Army soon after this raid and now all of the French Channel ports were 
in Allied hands. 

571 Squadron (11 Mosquitoes), target Brunswick. Eleven sorties attacked dropping their cookies on 
well positioned markers. One sortie returned early with a fuel leak. 

29 Sep 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Karlsruhe. Visibility was excellent and many crews saw 

ground detail. The bulk of the markers were definitely in built-up areas and the bombing was 
concentrated. One sortie returned early due to problems with fuel supply. 

A total of 40 Mosquitoes took part. 

30 Sep 7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target Bottrop. This was another morning attack on the synthetic-oil 

plant, but was again obscured by cloud so the town was targeted instead. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hamburg. The night attack on this city was more successful. 
All 12 sorties attacked the target. 

7 Squadron contributed 160 sorties for the month, of which 1 cancelled, 15 aborted (2 missing), and 
144 were successful. 

Sept A total of 974,500 lbs of bombs, 4 flares, 60 GP No.3, 24 x 1,000-lb Tl and 603 250-lb Tl. 

1944 571 Squadron contributed 249 sorties, of which 7 were aborted, 10 were partially successful and 

232 were successful. 

A total of 968,000 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

01 Oct 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Brunswick. 11 sorties were successful, bombing on markers. 

The target was cloud covered so no results were seen. One sortie returned early with engine failure. 
02 Oct 7 Squadron cancelled and 571 Squadron stood down. 

03 Oct 7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (13 Mosquitoes), target Kassel. One aircraft went out of 

control whilst taking evasive action from heavy flak at Texel and had to jettison his cookie in order to 
regain control of the aircraft. All other sorties attacked the primary. 

04 Oct 7 Squadron not called upon and 571 Squadron cancelled. 

05 Oct 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Saarbrucken. The city was 

full of supplies and troops moving in to resist the strong American push in this direction. Two attacks 
were made in the course of the evening and both 7 and 571 Squadrons participated in the second 
raid. Three Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron opened the attack by dropping Window and cookies. 

15 Lancasters of 7 Squadron followed the Mosquitoes into the target. The initial marking was a little 
thin but later became more concentrated and bombing was well placed. The abortive sortie was due 
to failure of his H 2 S set. 

571 Squadron (5 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Markers were late and bombing scattered. 

571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), Kiel Canal mine laying. All sorties were successful. S/Ldr Greenleafs 
aircraft was hit by flak, killing the navigator (P/O Rendell). The pilot flew the aircraft to Woodbridge 
and made a safe landing there. 

06 Oct 7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target Hydrierwerke Scholven/Buer. 7 Squadron supplied a master, 

deputy, visual marker, one backer-up and three in support. S/Ldr Craig was the Master Bomber but 
owing to interference on R/T he was unable to contact his deputy (F/O Wainwright), although the 
Main Force acted upon most of his instructions. Visibility in the early stages was good but smoke 
from the attack and a smoke screen tended to obscure ground detail. S/Ldr Craig was able to 
control the bombing by issuing instructions in relation to the markers. 

Two sorties (P/O McRae and F/O Beaune and crews) failed to return. 

320 aircraft took part against two oil plants. /—> 
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06 Oct 

contd 

571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Dortmund. Four sorties were detailed to drop Window and 
bomb the town before the arrival of heavies. Three crews successfully completed this task. One 
sortie returned early. A total of 523 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Six sorties were successful - bombing on markers - 
but reports indicate that bombing was scattered. One machine flown by F/Lt James was hit by flak 
over Flamburg and his bomb was jettisoned in that area. One sortie (F/Lt McCallum) failed to return. 

22 Mosquitoes took part. 

07 Oct 

7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), target Emmerich. Another daylight raid in close support of the army 
now extending the corridor in Holland before the advance eastwards. Emmerich is an inland port on 
the Rhine and is a vital bottleneck through which traffic into Holland is passing. It is full of troops and 
military supplies which are being rushed through to resist any further attempt on the part of the 

Allies to re-establish our positions across the River Lek. Owing to the proximity of our ground forces, 
crews were instructed to bomb with extreme accuracy. Excellent visibility in the target area enabled 
this instruction to be carried out. The Main Force for this attack was provided by 1 Group (250 
aircraft) and 3 Group (80) and 7 Squadron provided Master Bomber, deputy, four backers-up and 
four supporters. All ten sorties reached the target but one had to abort owing to defective 
bombsight. Markers were well placed on the marshalling yards and town, both master and deputy's 
markers being placed within 200 yards of the aiming point. A total of 350 aircraft took part. 

An operation (Brunswick) planned for 571 Squadron was cancelled owing to the threat of fog at 
base on the return. 

08 Oct 

The fog which caused the cancellation of the Mosquito operation last night, lifted temporarily about 
10.00 hours and 7 Squadron was called upon to supply five supporters for an attack on a synthetic 
oil plant at Wanne-Eickel. It was found that cloud conditions in the Ruhr would nullify any precision 
attack, and the operation was postponed. The early morning fog gave way to low cloud and heavy 
rain in the afternoon and the operation for 571 Squadron (Brunswick or Cologne) was cancelled. 
Group Captain R Cox formally CO of 7 Squadron left today to take charge of RAF Downham 

Market. 

The Station Dance Hall opened yesterday. 

09 Oct 

Nothing more was heard of the postponed attack on Wanne-Eickel and after a preliminary warning 
for a night raid on Bochum, 7 Squadron was stood down. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), Wilhelmshaven. Eleven sorties located and bombed the target on 
markers. One sortie (F/O Higgins) returned early, and jettisoned his cookie in the sea. 

10 Oct 

Whilst the German Commander of Aachen was biting his finger nails as he pondered over the 
American ultimatum which expires at 10.50 hours tomorrow, Cologne, 40 miles west of Aachen was 
receiving a small force of Mosquitoes of which 571 Squadron contributed ten. Cloud over the target 
prevented visual identification. Markers were rather wide spread. Two aircraft withdrew and another 
returned early owing to engine failure. 

(Aachen was right in the firing line of the American advance and was slowly being pulverised. Now, 
completely surrounded, it was offered a chance to surrender - leaflets were dropped over the city. 
Hitler’s response was of rejection, and hence the city became the target of massive attacks from the 
8th and 9th USAAF and ground artillery. The city finally surrendered on 21 October 1944. It proved 
very costly to both sides, and the tenacity of the Germans resulted in major rethinking amongst the 
Allies.) 

11 Oct 

7 Squadron was not called upon. 571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Nine sorties took-off 
but only four crews were able to reach the target. Markers were very scattered and no results were 
observed. Two sorties bombed Hannover, one bombed Cologne and another attacked Koblenz 
instead and the remaining aircraft returned early. A total of 46 Mosquitoes took part. 

12 Oct 

7 Squadron (4 Lancasters). Wanne-Eickel synthetic-oil plant (daylight raid). 7 Squadron supplied 
four supporters. The weather was clear in the target area and three of our crews were able to 
secure good visual pinpoints of oil tanks and chimney stacks in the vicinity of the aiming point. 

S/Ldr Bennet and crew failed to return. 137 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), Hamburg. Eleven sorties found and bombed the target on markers 
and through cloud. One sortie returned early (to Woodbridge). A total of 52 Mosquitoes took part. 

13 Oct 

7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. Markers disappeared very 
quickly into cloud and bombing was rather scattered. A total of 57 Mosquitoes took part. 
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14 Oct 7 Squadron (24 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), targets Duisburg (12) day and (15) 

night 

Duisburg received two devastating attacks, each delivered by over 1,000 bombers. The attack was 
called Operation Hurricane and it was designed to demonstrate the superiority of the Allied Air 
Forces to the enemy. This was a show of maximum effort of both RAF Bomber Command and the 
US 8th Air Force. Apart from its steelworks and oil plants, its position on the Rhine/Ruhr and 
Dortmund-Ems Canal makes it a vital nerve centre in the German transportation system. Described 
as the greatest inland port in the world, the aim was to ‘write it off’. 

Three aiming points were given to 7 Squadron's morning attack and four Lancasters were detailed 
for each one. All crews attacked and some were able to get visual pinpoints of their targets. Drifting 
patchy cloud obscuring ground detail occurred from time to time and some scattering of bombing 
developed. A total of 1,013 aircraft (519 Lancasters, 474 Flalifaxes and 20 Mosquitoes with RAF 
fighter aircraft in escort) took part in the morning raid. Fires were still raging in the target area when 
three Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron opened up in the night attack by dropping Window and bombs. 
Twelve Lancasters of 7 Squadron followed then in the heavy stream - several crews on their 
second trip to Duisburg in less than 15 hours. A layer of thin cloud prevented any detailed 
observation of ground detail. Markers were concentrated and fresh fires sprang up as a result of 
accurate bombing. F/O Crawford and crew failed to return from this mission. 

A total of 1,005 aircraft (498 Lancasters, 468 Flalifaxes and 39 Mosquitoes) took part in the night 
raid. (9,000 tons of bombs fell on the city in less than 48 hours.) 

The USAAF also despatched 1,251 heavy bombers escorted by 749 fighters to the Cologne area. 

15 Oct 7 Squadron (14 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Wilhelmshaven. 

This important target had not received a major raid since February 1943. A small number of 
Mosquitoes were sent in to drop Window and 571 Squadron contributed two aircraft both of which 
were successful in this task as well as dropping their bombs. The target was covered in cloud but 
the initial bombing was well placed on markers but soon became scattered. 

A total of 506 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (5 + 5 Mosquitoes), target Flamburg. A Light Night Striking Force took part in two 
separate raids on Flamburg. All sorties attacked their targets 

16 Oct Both squadrons stood down. 

17 Oct 7 Squadron not required and 571 Squadron cancelled. 

18 Oct Still no call for 7 Squadron. 

571 Squadron (5 + 6 Mosquitoes), targets Mannheim (5) and Flannover (6). Cloud over Mannheim 
failed to obscure the markers completely and the glow from these could be seen as the aircraft 
made their bombing runs. At Flannover the bombing was also reported to be well concentrated. 

19 Oct 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), 571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Stuttgart. Two night attacks were 

planned - one at 20.30 hours, and the other at 01.00 hours with 583 aircraft taking part in total. 

7 Squadron contributed 16 aircraft to the second wave. The target was covered by 10/1 Oths cloud, 
although most crews saw a glow on the cloud base from the earlier attack on the second wave. 

All our aircraft bombed but no special results were seen. Two Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron were 
detailed to drop Window in advance of the heavy stream. 

A total of 565 Lancasters and 18 Mosquitoes took part. 

571 Squadron (5 + 5 Mosquitoes), targets Wiesbaden (5) Day and Wiesbaden (5) Night. This was a 
spoof attack timed to coincide with both raids on Stuttgart. All aircraft bombed on markers. 

20 Oct 7 Squadron not required and 571 Squadron cancelled. 

21 Oct 16 Lancasters were originally detailed for the second of two heavy attacks on Flannover. Towards 

the end of the briefing the effort was reduced to four blind markers - on the first attack! 

Five minutes after they had taken off the operation was cancelled and the crews were recalled. 

571 Squadron’s effort was also cancelled. 

22 Oct 571 Squadron (11 Mosquitoes), target Flamburg. Markers were late but fell in good concentration 

but were soon obscured by cloud. Ten sorties were successful. One sortie K’ (F/O Scotland and 
Sgt Soan) was heading for Coltishall on one engine but then nothing was heard until information 
was received that this machine had crashed at Ringway and both members of the crew had been 
killed. A total of 45 Mosquitoes took part. 
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23 Oct 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), 571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Essen. Target was covered by 

10/1 Oths cloud so bombing was carried out on markers. Two Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron opened 
up the effort by dropping Window and cookies. Then followed fourteen 7 Squadron Lancasters. 

A total of 1,055 aircraft took part 

571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Wiesbaden. This was another spoof attack that coincided with 
the main on Essen. A total of 10 Mosquitoes took part. 

571 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Only five crews reached the primary owing to severe 
icing but most crews bombed a secondary target such as Osnabruck, Hamburg and Emden. 

24 Oct 

Operations for 7 Squadron were cancelled. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. 

All sorties attacked but no results were observed due to cloud over the target area. 

25 Oct 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Essen. A three-mile gap in the cloud cover that covered most of 
the Ruhr, was taken advantage of and all 16 aircraft of 7 Squadron bombed the target. 

W/Cdr Foster was MB and his markers were seen to fall 300 yards north of the aiming point. 

26 Oct 

7 Squadron not called upon and 571 Squadron cancelled. 

27 Oct 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Two separate attacks took place on Berlin by 
Mosquitoes. Four aircraft of 571 Squadron flew in the first wave and eight attacked in the second. 

All sorties were successful. 

28 Oct 

7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target Walcheren Island. This location and its coastal gun batteries 
dominated the approaches to the port of Antwerp. 7 Squadron supplied a master, deputy and four 
supporters. Visibility was excellent and the early arrivals were able to locate the aiming point. 

Markers were well positioned and the Master Bomber (S/Ldr Davies) was able to direct the bombing 
easily in spite of smoke and dust. 

7 Squadron (? Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. Target was covered 
by cloud but later on it cleared for a while. Cloud and smoke made pinpointing difficult although 
bombing appeared well concentrated. Eight Lancasters of 7 Squadron were detailed to attack 
aiming point 'G' but one was withdrawn owing to engine trouble. Opposition was intense, particularly 
in the early stages of the attack and five aircraft were damaged. All Mosquitoes bombed the target. 

29 Oct 

7 Squadron (8 Lancasters), Walcheren Island. A morning attack on the gun positions on Walcheren 
Island. 7 Squadron detailed a master, deputy and two supporters each for two gun positions. 

Bombing was accurate and it was believed that both positions were hit. 

A total of 358 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. Excellent visibility over Cologne enabled our 
Mosquitoes to see the many fires, started by yesterday's heavy attack, were still burning. 

All 12 crews successfully bombed the target. 

30 Oct 

7 Squadron (8 Lancasters), target Cologne. This was a night attack by 905 aircraft. 

7 Squadron contributed four markers and four supporters and all completed their missions. 

The target was completely obscured by cloud. Sky marking however, was concentrated. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Two raids were planned and 571 Squadron 
contributed six sorties to both. Four crews of the first one were successful. The target was obscured 
by 10/1 Oths cloud. One sortie was hit by flak and the port engine was put out of action, but the pilot 
made it to Woodbridge. The other sortie aborted and returned early. 

All six sorties of the second raid were successful. 

31 Oct 

7 Squadron (6 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. All sorties completed 
the mission. The target was covered by cloud but skymarking was of a very high order being 
continuous and well grouped. The subsequent bombing was accurate. The two Mosquitoes had 
arrived before the Main Force. 

A total of 493 aircraft took part. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes). Hamburg. One sortie returned early, all others bombed the target 
but no results were seen owing to 10/1 Oths cloud. 

Oct 

1944 

7 Squadron carried out 161 sorties for the month, 2 cancelled, 3 aborted (3 missing) and 153 were 
successful. 

A total of 1,353,500 lbs of bombs, 80 flares, 85 CP No.3 and 342 Tl. 

571 Squadron carried out 238 sorties, 3 cancelled, 7 aborted (2 missing), 5 were partially successful 
and 221 were successful. 

A total of 892,000 lbs of bombs and 4 x 1,500 vegetables were dropped. 
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01 Nov 7 Squadron (10 Lancasters) 571 Squadron (2 + 10 Mosquitoes), targets Oberhausen, Cologne and 
Berlin. Important as a target for its iron and steel works, Oberhausen was the objective for a small 
force of heavies to which 7 Squadron contributed ten crews. As anticipated the target was obscured 
by cloud so bombing runs were made on special equipment or markers, the later being fairly 
concentrated. The bursting of photo flashes indicated that the majority of bombing was in the area 
marked. No detailed immediate assessment of the raid was possible but incendiaries were seen to 
be starting fires. Nine crews were successful in bombing the primary and one ‘D’ (F/O Cawsey), 
overshot the target and decided not to orbit the bomber stream and bombed a built-up area five 
miles north-north-west of the primary. 

To a spoof attack to Cologne, 571 Squadron detailed two Mosquitoes. Visibility was excellent in this 
area and when our crews were some distance from Cologne on the way in, they could still see fires 
raging from the recent heavy raids. Opposition was unusually light and both aircraft dropped their 
cookies into the conflagration. A further ten Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron attacked Berlin, bombing 
the eastern half of the city. Bombers were well positioned but no results were observed. 

02 Nov 571 Squadron stood down night and 7 Squadron, after a standby call for a heavy attack on 
Dusseldorf, were stood down. 

03 Nov 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Eleven sorties were successful, all bombing on 

markers. Cloud obscured all ground detail, but bomb flashes were seen to be concentrated near 
markers. The remaining sortie was unable to gain height above 20,000 feet and bombed 
Brandenburg with unobserved results. 

An operation against Bochum, to which 7 Squadron were to detail 11 crews, was cancelled shortly 
after lunch. 

04 Nov 7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), targets Bochum and Hannover. 

Ten Lancasters took off for a heavy attack on Bochum, one of the chief centres of the coal and iron 
industries in the Ruhr. Although the target produces 30% of the Ruhr coal this attack was designed 
to nullify Bochum as an advanced base for German troops in the area. There was no cloud when 
our sorties arrived and the attack opened on time. Marking was well sustained throughout the raid 
and a large area was well alight when our crews turned away. 

Meanwhile our Mosquitoes were north of Hannover, eleven crews bombing on markers which were 
well grouped. Several fires were seen burning in the target area and a large explosion was noted at 
19.27 hours. Owing to a navigational area the remaining crew bombed Ladbergen which was at the 
time, receiving the attention of a force of heavies. 

05 Nov 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Stuttgart. The twelve crews of 571 Squadron detailed for an 
attack on Stuttgart successfully completed their mission. Reports on weather conditions in the target 
area indicate that much drifting patchy cloud was present, so that while some of our crews bombed 
on fires burning in the area, others made their bombing run on markers. One cookie flash caused an 
explosion emitting blue flashes and several fires were left burning in the target area. 

There was no call for 7 Squadron. 

06 Nov 7 Squadron (3 Lancasters), target Gelsenkirchen. To a daylight attack on Gelsenkirchen, 

7 Squadron detailed three visual backers up and five supporters. Drifting cloud in the target area 
caused some scatter in the bombing but preliminary reports suggest that the main weight of it fell in 
Gelsenkirchen, which up to the present has not received the same devastation as many of the Ruhr 
towns. The early markers were well placed and the first instructions of the Master Bomber were to 
bomb these. Later, as cloud and smoke began to obscure detail of the target area, this order was 
changed and crews were ordered to bomb any built-up area seen. This latter instruction was 
followed by one crew of 7 Squadron which bombed Recklinghausen. The remaining crews, 
however, attacked the primary. 

This daylight attack was followed up by a night raid by Mosquitoes, to which force 571 Squadron 
contributed a dozen successful sorties. They report that the whole area appeared to be still burning 
and that the glow of the fires could be seen from the Dutch coast on the return trip. 

07 Nov Operations for 571 Squadron cancelled and 7 Squadron not called upon. 

08 Nov 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. 7 Squadron not called upon. 

Twelve crews of 571 Squadron took off for an attack on Hannover. F/Lt Griffiths, however, after 
being airborne for seven minutes, landed safety at base with his cookie aboard, to the relief of 
several ground crews watching from any convenient shelter. Defective altimeter and ASI were the 
causes of this abortive sortie. ‘W’, (F/Lt Mitchell), had reached 1,000 feet when a large mauve flame 
was seen issuing from the port engine cowling. /—> 
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08 Nov Thinking the engine was on fire; the pilot attempted to reach the sea in order to jettison his load but 

contd was compelled to get rid of his cookie in open country north-west of Woodbridge. Though it dropped 

safely, it exploded, shattering a few windows. Local reports of the incident describe it as the 
explosion of a 500-lb bomb, to the disgust of the station armoury personnel, who, in spite of the 
adverse criticism, still continue to treat a cookie with the upmost respect. After this auspicious 
beginning, the remaining crews went on to bomb primary. Hannover was obscured by cloud and no 
actual markers were seen. Bombing was rather scattered although one large explosion was 
reported in the target area. 

09 Nov 7 Squadron (9 Lancasters), target Wanne-Eickel. The elusive Wanne-Eickel again - a daylight 
attack by a small force of heavies to which 7 Squadron detailed a master, deputy, one primary 
visual marker and six supporters. The target was obscured by cloud and no precision attack was 
possible. W/Cdr Walbourn, Master Bomber, was in these circumstances compelled to order crews 
to bomb by navigational aids or to bomb any built-up areas that might be seen through gaps in 
cloud. Bombing was widespread. 

An operation for 571 Squadron was cancelled. 

10 Nov 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. Hannover again for 571 Squadron - all twelve 

crews detailed, bombing primary. Marking and bombing were excellent and a very successful attack 
appears to have been achieved, although the results were seen owing to cloud over the target area. 

11 Nov 7 Squadron (10 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), targets Hoesch-Benzin plant and 

Fischer-Tropsch Plant at Kamen. Following heavy daylight attacks by USAAF on oil targets at 
Gelsenkirchen and on similar targets at Castrop-Rauxel by Lancasters, a further two oil targets were 
detailed for precision attacks by forces to which this station contributed both Lancasters and 
Mosquitoes. The Hoesch-Benzin plant, 2.5 miles north-east of Dortmund, with an annual output of 
over 90,000 tons and a storage capacity of 23,000 tons, was the target for ten aircraft of 7 Squadron 
-three visual backers up and seven supporters. 10/1 Oths cloud completely obviated any possibility 
of a precision attack and only five of our crews bombed on markers. The remaining crews saw no 
markers and bombed by navigational aids. It would appear that the effort was widely scattered with 
a greater part of the bombing falling on Dortmund. 

The operation of 571 Squadron, a precision attack on the Fischer-Tropsch Plant, was also nullified 
by adverse weather. Of the 12 crews despatched, only 5 saw and bombed on markers. Fires in the 
Dortmund area were the aiming point for one crew and the remainder attacked on D/R and ETA. 

12 Nov No call for 7 Squadron and an operation for 571 Squadron (Karlsruhe) was cancelled. 

13 Nov A daylight raid by 7 Squadron was cancelled and 571 Squadron stood down for training. 

14 Nov 7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron produced an extra two aircraft, 14 crews were detailed for an attack on either 
Hannover or Berlin, but the operation was finally cancelled. 

15 Nov 571 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target, five crews were successful, all bombing on markers which 

were seen for a very short time as they quickly disappeared into cloud. No detailed observation of 
results was possible, although a few bomb flashes were reported near the markers. Of the two 
remaining sorties, one F/Lt Deas Dawlish bombed Kiel, owing to petrol feed failure. The other was 
compelled to return early after jettisoning his cookie into the sea, as he was unable to retract his 
undercarriage. 

Two blind sky markers of 7 Squadron were detailed to take part in a dawn attack on Gelsenkirchen 
but this operation was cancelled. 

16 Nov 571 Squadron’s official night off. 

7 Squadron contributed twelve crews to an attack on Jiilich. This was part of a series of daylight 
precision attacks by heavies designed to liquidate enemy strong points in the path of the new allied 
offensive. In the case of Julich this purpose seems to have been achieved. 7 Squadron’s effort of a 
longstop, W/Cdr Foster, five visual backers-up and six supporters, plus eleven crews were 
successful. Owing to considerable ground haze the markers were not seen until aircraft were well 
over the target and reception of most instructions was poor owing to interference. However, eight 
crews bombed on markers, three by positive visual identification. Bombing was very concentrated 
and the whole of the target area was soon enveloped by a dense pall of smoke. W/Cdr Foster 
orbited 3 to 8 miles west of Julich and had no cause to ‘wash out’ any loose marking or bombing. 
Duren was attacked by the twelve crew of 7 Squadron. Owing to the inexperience of the navigator 
and bomb aimer in the operation of special navigational aids, their navigation was made on D/R and 
they inadvertently joined the bomber stream heading for DQren - also liquidated with Julich. 


160 




Appendix VI (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1944 

17 Nov 7 Squadron cancelled and an attack on Hamburg by 571 Squadron cancelled. 

18 Nov 7 Squadron (7 + 9 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (2 + 12 Mosquitoes), targets Munster and 

Hannover. 

A busy day for 7 Squadron. Munster, important as a communications centre, particularly for troops 
and supplies for the German forces facing the British Second Army. Seven sorties took off for an 
attack in mid afternoon and all bombed, although cloud in target area seems to have caused a 
considerable scatter of bombing and the raid cannot be described as a success. Shortly before 
these aircraft landed a further nine sorties of 7 Squadron took off for yet another raid on the 
synthetic oil plant at Wanne-Eickel. This vital target has so far escaped heavy damage, mainly 
owing to the unfavourable conditions which have prevailed there on each raid. Cloud again 
obscured all ground detail and bombing runs were made on markers, or by means of special 
equipment. Bombing results were mostly unobserved although cookie flashes were seen in the area 
marked and one particularly violent explosion was seen by four of our crews. 

571 Squadron assisted in the attack by sending two sorties to window and bomb ahead of the heavy 
stream. Both were successful. Hannover was chosen for a spoof attack by Mosquitoes and 571 
Squadron detailed their usual dozen crews. One machine, however, swung on take off and the 
undercarriage collapsed. The cookie responded well to this shock and no one was injured. 

F/Lt. Colby was compelled to abandon this mission after reaching 07.30 E. approximately, owing to 
engine trouble. The cookie was jettisoned and a safe landing was made at Woodbridge. 

Ten crews bombed Hannover, on markers that disappeared very rapidly into cloud. 

19 Nov Operations for both units cancelled. 

20 Nov 7 Squadron (9 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (14 Mosquitoes), target Koblenz. As our armies drive 

towards the Rhine, targets which have hitherto not figured in our long term strategic bombing policy, 
now become priority targets as communications centres. Koblenz, at the confluence of the Rhine 
and Moselle, is such a target and was attacked at night by a small force of heavies to which 
7 Squadron detailed nine blind markers. As was anticipated the target was cloud obscured but 
marking was well concentrated and reports indicate that the attack developed well although no 
immediate assessment was possible. All our crews completed this mission. 

4 Mosquitoes successfully attacked Hannover. Marking, however, was very scattered and 
subsequent bombing was very concentrated. 

21/22 7 Squadron (10 Lancasters) + 571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), targets Sterkrade and Aschaffenburg. 

Nov Oil and communications again - the dominating factors in Bomber Command’s policy. In a series of 

night attacks, aircraft from 7 Squadron attacked the synthetic oil plant at Sterkrade, the marshalling 
yards at Aschaffenburg and the small but important town of Worms. 

Sterkrade - two Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron went in to bomb and window ahead of the heavy 
stream. Both completed their mission and their reports of the raid were confirmed by those of the 
crews of 7 Squadron which attacked. Cloud obscured ground detail but marking was punctual and 
well positioned resulting in accurate bombing. One large explosion, giving off a dense pall of black 
smoke was seen by the Lancaster crews in the target and by the Mosquito crews who were on the 
homeward run. 

Aschaffenburg’s yards, on the main line from Frankfurt to Wurzburg, is important for supplying 
troops and supplies to resist the French breakthrough to the Rhine. Ten Lancasters of 7 Squadron 
took off - seven crews detailed to bomb Aschaffenburg and the other three to support them by 
windowing in that area, and then going on to Worms to deposit their bomb loads. At Aschaffenburg, 
the attack opened early, probably owing to the slacking of the planned winds, but the markers were 
well placed. Bomb flashes were in the area marked, but cloud prevented assessment of the raid. 

All Lancasters of 7 Squadron were successful. 

Two of the three Lancasters detailed, bombed Worms but all three supported at Aschaffenburg as 
ordered. Failure of bomb release gear on ‘F’ compelled the pilot to bring back most of his load. 

Cloud covered this target and our reports indicate that bombing was scattered. A further ten 
Mosquitoes took off to bomb Stuttgart. Nine were successful in bombing on markers but both these 
and the bombing was rather scattered. 

The remaining crew, F/O Campbell and F/Lt. Cleaver had a very eventful return. Failing to release 
his cookie over the target, the captain decided to land in Manston. The landing was made but the 
cookie jolted off and exploded 100 yards astern of the machine. The undercarriage collapsed and 
the machine caught fire but the crew climbed out uninjured apart from shock. 
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21 Nov Group Captain TL Bingham-Hall DSO, DFC became the new Station Commander, as G/Cpt Combe 

has been posted overseas, On leaving, the latter issued a special order of the day: 

‘On relinquishing command of this station, I wish to express my appreciation to all ranks for their 
untiring efforts during the past fourteen months The flying crews who have operated with the 
Squadrons flown from Oakington have a fine record of achievement in hitting the Hun, and they 
have been enthusiastically supported by all those working on the ground. It has been great honour 
to command a Station which has contributed so much towards the downfall of Nazi Germany. Keep 
up the good work and good luck to all of you in the future’. 

G/Cpt AR Combe has always had the welfare of the station personnel at heart, and RAF Oakington 
owes much to his persistent efforts to improve the living conditions, the food, and the entertainment 
facilities at this station. During his tenure of office at Oakington the station camp cinema has been 
built to supersede the prehistoric 'flickers' (seasoned with the smell of fish from the airmen's mess) 
which previously broke down on us. Fie has done much also to encourage a close liaison between 
sections and his weekly administrative conferences are now an established feature of camp routine. 

22 Nov 7 Squadron stood down and an operation for 571 Squadron was cancelled. 

23 Nov 7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Flannover. Flannover was again the objective of crews of 571 
Squadron. All attacked on markers but no results were observed owing to cloud. The general 
impression was that both markers and bombing were concentrated. 

Lord Elton gave a very well attended lecture on ‘Citizenship after the war’. Most people are very 
interested in anything that will happen after the war. 

24 Nov 7 Squadron not called upon. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Cloud permitted only direct downward visibility and 
only three crews saw markers. Bomb flashes were seen in area marked. 

25 Nov 7 Squadron stood down. 

571 Squadron (11 Mosquitoes), target Nuremberg. Several crews saw the river and built-up area 
and all saw the markers, and bombing for the main part of the raid was well concentrated. 

Ten crews completed the mission and one was compelled by engine trouble to jettison in the sea 
and return early to Manston. 

26 Nov Operations for both squadrons cancelled. 

27 Nov 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), targets Freiburg and Berlin. 

Unfortunately for its fine medieval architecture and historical associations, Freiburg is the nearest 
town of any importance to the advancing French Army in the Mulhouse and Colnar sectors. It is full 
of troops and supplies to feed the determined enemy resistance in this region. To smash this vital 
centre in the German position, a force of over 300 heavies was despatched in the early evening. 

7 Squadron’s quota was 16 Lancasters and all attacked the primary. Cloud and smoke obscured the 
north-west of the town but several of our crews saw streets in the southern part. Marking and 
bombing were very well concentrated and fires sprang up which gave off smoke to 5,000 feet. 
Reports indicate a most successful and timely operation. 

The Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron went to Berlin. Twelve crews attacked and although markers were 
somewhat scattered, several crews saw built-up areas and it is probable that several widely 
separated suburbs of Berlin had incidents. 

28 Nov 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Nuremberg. This is the second largest city in Bavaria and the 

centre of the annual Nazi Party rallies and was the night target for the largest force of Mosquitoes 
ever despatched on any single raid. 571 Squadron detailed a dozen successful crews and their 
report of the attack indicate that it was an extremely accurate prang. Markers and bombing were 
concentrated and one enormous explosion lit up the cloud at 28,000 feet. 

29 Nov The station Arts and Crafts Exhibition was held during the afternoon and the standard of entries was 

excellent. Classics were as follows: leather-work, string-work, photography, hairdressing, 
dressmaking, embroidery, drawing and painting, models, rug-making and knitting. The exhibition 
attracted a lot of interest; it was followed by a dance attended by all ranks. 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (8 + 12 Mosquitoes), targets Teerverwertung 
distillation plant, Duisburg, Dortmund and Hannover. A red letter day in the history of 571 Squadron 
- their first daylight operation was flown. The tar distillation plant Gesellschaft fur Teerverwertung 
mbH of near Duisburg was their target and eight Mosquitoes took-off in pairs, formatted and set 
course for the rendezvous to meet the Oboe markers. /—> 
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29 Nov No Oboe aircraft, however were sighted and S/Ldr Mackie assumed leadership of the formation, 
contd Failure of special equipment compelled him to hand over to F/Lt Mackenzie who subsequently 

relinquished leadership to F/Lt Beadman when his own equipment failed. The formation arrived over 
Duisburg where a good visual pin-point was obtained from which a D/R run was made to the target 
- obscured by cloud. The formation was in good order when the cookies were released by the 
leader. A further formation of eight Mosquitoes bombed on the same heading. A safe landing at 
base brought this eventful trip to a close and much valuable experience was gained by our crews 
who now claim a share in 

7 Squadron motto 'Per Diem Per Noctem’ with an additional ‘After you Mac’. ‘No - after you Mac’ 
(with apologies to Tommy Flandley). 

As these Mosquitoes were making their bombing run, 16 Lancasters of 7 Squadron were beginning 
to take-off for an attack on the southern part of Dortmund which so far escaped the devastation 
which has hit the northern suburbs of the city. Unfortunately, the weather again failed to co-operate 
and no visual identification of the aiming point was possible. Sky markers too, were very few and 
scattered and no concentration was possible, and no results were observed. Any bombing in this 
closely built-up industrial area is not wasted, but our crews, all of whom bombed, were disappointed 
that a concentrated raid was not achieved. 

The new daylight commitments did not prevent 571 Squadron sending out their usual 12 night 
sorties. Flannover was their target and all attacked. Although the raid opened up rather tardily, the 
marking and bombing were of a high order. 

30 Nov A daylight raid operation for 7 Squadron was cancelled. 

571 Squadron (8+10 Mosquitoes), targets Teerverwertung distillation plant, Duisburg and 
Flamburg. A repeat performance over the tar distillation plant near Duisburg by a formation of eight 
Mosquitoes. As a consequence of yesterday’s experience, the Oboe marker and his deputy joined 
the formation over base and the trip was made in good order. Once again visual identification was 
possible but a volume of black and grey smoke was seen coming through the cloud layers in the 
target area. 

Flamburg was the last target of the month for ten sorties of 571 Squadron. Markers very quickly 
disappeared into cloud although bombing appeared close. All the aircraft bombed successfully. 

7 Squadron carried out 132 sorties during the month, of which 1 aborted, 8 were partially successful 
and 123 were successful. 

Nov A total of 1,316,880 lbs of bombs, 4 flares, 50 GP flares and 100 TIs were dropped. 

1944 571 Squadron detailed 241 sorties, of which 2 cancelled, 6 aborted, 3 were partially successful and 

230 were successful. 

A total of 932,000 lbs of bombs were dropped. 

01 Dec 7 Squadron stood down. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Karlsruhe. 571 Squadron opened the month by sending a 
dozen sorties to Karlsruhe, a vital transport centre between Germany and Italy. Bombing runs were 
made on markers and no ground detail was visible owing to cloud. These markers however, were 
well positioned and two larger explosions were seen by our crews, all of whom attacked 
successfully. 

02 Dec 571 Squadron’s ‘Bank Holiday’. 

Sixteen crews of 7 Squadron, detailed for an attack on Koblenz, cancelled. 

03 Dec 7 Squadron stood down and 12 Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron cancelled. 

04 Dec 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), targets Karlsruhe and Hagen. The 

former, after a small-scale raid at the beginning of the month, received the attention of a night force 
of heavies with which it was intended to liquidate this target as a supply base for the south-west 
section of the front. To a force of over 500 heavies despatched, 7 Squadron contributed three visual 
centerers, nine supporters and four blind markers - 16 crews in all. As winds proved stronger than 
forecast, the raid opened early with markers disappearing very rapidly into cloud. Some crews 
consider that the bulk of the bombing was in the dock area as they could see the layout of the target 
on their homing track. The glow of the fires could be seen over 70 miles on the return trip. 

Hagen was the target for 571 Squadron. This flourishing commercial and transport centre was 
severely damaged in a raid last year, but much repair work has subsequently been carried out. 
Engine failure caused the early return of one crew after its cookie had been jettisoned in the sea, 
but the remaining crews attacked on markers, A fairly good concentration of bomb bursts was 
noted, but no detailed assessment of the raid was possible. 


163 




Appendix VI (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1944 

05 Dec 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Soest marshalling yards, 
Ludwigshafen. In the consolidation of the German front resisting our penetration into the Ruhr, 

Soest marshalling yards have played a busy part. On the main line to the Ruhr, it is a bottleneck on 
the route from the east to the German front. 490 aircraft were despatched to smash these vital 
yards. 

Squadron’s quota was 16 Lancasters, comprising six blind markers, five visual backers-up and five 
supporters. Reports on conditions to the target area vary considerably, but drifting cloud and 
considerable haze made observation difficult. Some of our crews however, did get a clear view of 
the target and considered that the markers were well placed and that the bombing was 
concentrated. Fires were started and one explosion seen, but no detailed assessment was possible. 
Ludwigshafen was 571 Squadron’s target for the night. The usual twelve aircraft attacked and 
markers and bombing were extremely well concentrated. Nearly all crews report an enormous 
explosion at 22.29 hours, and a large fire was burning in the target area as they left. 

06 Dec 7 Squadron (8 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target 1C Farben synthetic oil plant 
at Leuna 

7 Squadron had two targets for the night’s operations: eight Lancasters went to Osnabruck and 
another eight took-off to attack the synthetic oil plant of 1C Farben at Leuna, Osnabruck, on the main 
railway line from Berlin to Holland. 

Osnabruck has already had one third of its built-up area destroyed. Unfortunately cloud in layers up 
to 20,000 feet made marking very difficult, sky markers disappearing very rapidly and ground 
markers being seen as a glow. Bombing however was good and markers thought to be over the 
town. All crews were successful. 

The synthetic oil plant at Leuna is one of the largest in Germany. Its importance is enhanced by the 
destruction of the Ruhr plants in recent weeks, and a successful raid on Leuna would do much to 
embarrass the German military strength, already seriously impaired by dwindling oil supplies. 
Unfortunately the weather was again on the side of the Germans and markers although well 
concentrated soon disappeared into cloud, which obscured all ground detail. There was some 
scatter of bombing but if the markers were well placed that target should have sustained 
considerable damage. 

571 Squadron assisted in the attack on the oil plant at Leuna by sending two early windowers, both 
being successful. A further ten crews of this unit were detailed to attack Berlin. Nine were 
successful, but both marking and bombing were scattered over a wide area. 571 ‘V’ F/Lt Tattersall, 
arriving late at Berlin, failed to see any markers and joined in the heavy attack on Leuna. 

07 Dec 7 Squadron not called upon. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Cologne. Crews of 571 Squadron went to dispersal to take¬ 
off for an attack on Cologne, but the effort was reduced at the last minute and only four aircraft were 
despatched. Marking was very concentrated and many bomb bursts were seen in the area marked. 
All our aircraft completed the mission. And report a good glow under the clouds as they turned 
away. 

08 Dec 7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Meiderich coking plant. Another daylight operation for 571 
Squadron, eight aircraft took-off for an Oboe led formation attack on the Meiderich coking plant near 
Duisburg. Engine trouble caused one crew to drop out of formation and return early, landing at 
Rackheath, after jettisoning the cookie in the sea. The remaining seven, strung out as they 
approached the target owing to the excessive speed and weaving of the Oboe leader, bombed 
through 10/1 Oths cloud. No results were seen. 

09 Dec 7 Squadron were called upon to supply sixteen sorties for a heavy night attack on the synthetic oil 
plant at Leuna, but the operation was cancelled. 

571 Squadron (11 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. One aircraft was withdrawn owing to technical failure. 
Eleven crews attacked on widely scattered markers, and no particular results were reported. 

10 Dec 7 Squadron cancelled and 571 Squadron stood down. 

11 Dec An early daylight operation and night operation for Lancasters of 7 Squadron were both cancelled. 

571 Squadron (12 + 12 Mosquitoes), targets Duisburg and Flannover. Twelve Mosquitoes of 571 
Squadron took-off, six in each formation for an Oboe led attack on the Gelsenkirchener Bergwerkes 
AG coking plant at Duisburg. Both formations attacked, the first at 11.00 hours and the second 20 
minutes later. No results were observed owing to complete cloud cover in the target area. /—> 
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11 Dec Both formations were rather ragged at the time of bombing as the excessive speed and weaving by 
contd the Oboe leaders eluded both German flak and 571 Squadron Mosquitoes. This full effort by day did 

not reduce the scale of 571 Squadron’s night operations. Twelve crews took off and successfully 
bombed Hannover. No results were observed although the initial marking and bombing were well 
concentrated. 

12 Dec An early morning operation for a master, deputy, and one primary visual marker of 7 Squadron was 

cancelled. 

7 Squadron (13 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Essen by night. The attack 
opened a few minutes late, and most of our crews were too early off the target to assess the results. 
Their reports however indicate that most of the bombing was on well placed markers and if these 
were accurate, Essen will have received still further damage. Two Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron 
assisted in the heavy attack on Essen by windowing ahead of the main stream and opening up the 
party with two cookies. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Osnabruck, a spoof attack which according to the later 
reports was extremely successful and undoubtedly accounted for our few losses over Essen. 

No ground detail was seen in the target area but markers were well concentrated. 

13 Dec 7 Squadron was to participate in a daylight attack on Essen, but the operation was cancelled. 

571 Squadron’s raid was also cancelled. 

14 Dec Raids for both units cancelled. 

15 Dec Another daylight raid by 7 Squadron cancelled. 

571 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes) assisting on an attack against 1C Farben Industrie, an important 
chemical plant at Ludwigshafen. 

571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Hannover - a spoof attack. Three aircraft in the Ludwigshafen 
raid windowed and bombed as ordered and reported a well concentrated opening of the heavy raid. 
At Hannover, although the markers were somewhat scattered, bombing was well concentrated. Two 
crews report a huge white flash in the target area shortly after the opening of the raid. 

16 Dec 571 Squadron’s night off and no operations for 7 Squadron (12 aircraft on Ulm cancelled). 

17 Dec 7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), target Ulm and 7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target Duisburg. Ulm - 

Three blind illuminators, three blind markers, one blind secondary marker, one PVM, and two VCs 
were detailed. The attack opened on time and although most of the crews were off the target too 
early to give an accurate assessment of the bombing, the general impression was that the initial 
bombing and marking was accurate. In the later stages of the raid however, bombing tended to 
draw back to the west of the town. All our crews located and bombed the target except the PVM, 
who withheld his markers as he was unable to identify visually owing to cloud. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hanau, an important transport centre east of Frankfurt, was 
chosen for a spoof target. Eleven Mosquitoes attacked, but markers disappeared into cloud, 
although two fires were seen and one very large explosion reported. 571 / V, P/O Tucker was 
compelled by engine trouble to return early. 

Another spoof attack on Munster by Mosquitoes of other stations was designed to distract enemy 
defences from the heavy attack on Duisburg to which 7 Squadron detailed six Lancasters. This 
target has already sustained very severe damage, but its position in relation to the German troops 
on the Western Front still makes it a vital objective. Two aiming points were selected, with the object 
of completing the destruction of the town. 7 Squadron contributed two VCs and three supporters for 
one area, and one VC for the other aiming point. All attacked but 10/10 th cloud in layers made 
adequate marking extremely difficult and assessment of result impossible. 

18 Dec 571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Nuremberg. An operation for 7 Squadron was cancelled, and 

three early windowers of 7 Squadron who were due to participate in the heavy attack on Cologne 
were withdrawn. Nine Mosquitoes however did take off and bombed Nuremberg. Markers were well 
concentrated and seemed to attract most of the bombing and two fairly large explosions were 
reported. 

19 Dec Both units cancelled 

20 Dec Persistent fog has grounded aircraft. 

21 Dec 7 Squadron (9 Lancasters), target Bonn. 10/1 Oths cloud prevented any visual identification of the 

target area, but marking was concentrated and bombing fell within the area marked. All crews 
attacked and as they turned away the glow of fires could be seen beneath cloud. 
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22 Dec 7 Squadron (5 Lancasters), target marshalling yards at Koblenz. Another full night effort for 7 

Squadron which was originally detailed for an attack on the marshalling yards at Koblenz, now 
handling a vast amount of military traffic to supply the enemy’s drive into Belgium. The call however 
was reduced and only five crews took off. One aircraft ‘G’, F/O Steed, was compelled by engine 
trouble to return early. The remaining crews bombed by means of navigational aids as markers 
were late. Some built-up area was seen and bomb bursts were observed. 

571 Squadron cancelled. 

23 Dec 7 Squadron stood down. 

571 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Siegburg station. Enemy railway centres supplying the 
German counter-offensive were the target for the Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron. Siegburg’s station 
and sidings were the target for an Oboe led formation of eight Mosquitoes, but the effort would 
seem to have been very disappointing. Fog over base made it impossible for a formation, although a 
few aircraft met at the rendezvous only to fail to make contact with the Oboe leader. Three aircraft 
met another Oboe led formation on the way out and joined it. Four failed to catch up with the 
formation on the way out. Another four failed to catch up with any formation and the last machine 
joined in what was believed to be yet a further formation. By the time the target was reached, it was 
too dark to see the leader’s release. Bomb flashes were seen but no detail was observed owing to 
ground haze. 

571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Lumberg railway centre. Following the above chaotic 
operation, which all eight distinguished crews returned safely, a further six Mosquitoes took off on 
an operation that was successful. Bombing was concentrated and fires started. All crews attacked 
successfully. 

24 Dec 7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), target Essen / Mulheim. The appearance of the GAF in active support 

of the German offensive against the American 1 st Army, has once more made German airfields 
targets as a first priority. A series of attacks was today planned against such airfields as are known 
to be operating aircraft to assist Rundstedt’s drive. The important airfield at Essen / Mulheim was 
one such airfield and to this operation, 7 Squadron contributed 11 crews. The Germans were 
obviously expecting such a raid and flak opposition was intense, nine of our Lancasters sustaining 
varying degrees of damage. All attacked however, and in conditions of excellent visibility visual 
identification was possible. Markers were well placed at the intersection of runways, and were used 
by the MB to control the bombing. Reports indicate that the whole of the airfield was well saturated 
with bombs, and smoke covered the airfield towards the end of the raid. Fog had completely 
covered the base on return and they were diverted, first to Little Staughton, where similar conditions 
prevailed and ultimately nine landed at Woodbridge, one at Castle Camps and another at 
Stradishall. 

571 Squadron cancelled. 

25 Dec Festivities without operations. The station concert party ‘Slipstream’ unanimously voted the best yet 

- the chorus, mainly drawn from the signals section, showing knees of high frequency. 

26 Dec 571 Squadron cancelled and 7 Squadron stood down. 

27 Dec 7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), target the railway workshops at Opladen. These workshops were 

known to be full of rolling stock under repair to sustain the German advance into Belgium. In an 
attack timed to commence at 06.30 hours (on the 28 th ), a good weight of bombs was sent down on 
concentrated markers and the general impression gained was that this was a very successful raid. 

71 Squadron again cancelled. 

28 Dec 571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Bonn and (10 Mosquitoes), target Frankfurt. 

A full effort of 571 Squadron was split, with four crews assisting in a heavy attack on Bonn, whilst 
ten Mosquitoes bombed Frankfurt. Cloud prevented observation of results in both areas but markers 
were concentrated with many bomb bursts being observed in the areas marked. All crews 
successfully completed their missions. 

7 Squadron not called upon 

29 Dec 7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Koblenz marshalling yards. This was another attempt at 

smashing the marshalling yards at Koblenz in a daylight attack with 7 Squadron providing a master, 
deputy, six blind sky markers, two VCs and two supporters. Drifting patchy cloud resulted in varying 
reports of the raid from our crews. Some saw the markers and other crews identified the target from 
landmarks. The general census of opinion however, is that although there was some scatter, the 
bulk of the bombing fell on the town. Markers were seen by our crews to be on the eastern end of 
the marshalling yards. /—> 
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Appendix VI (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1944 

The raid was obviously not a complete success but further damage will undoubtedly have been 
caused to this important transport centre at a time when von Rundstedt’s drive seems to have lost 
its original momentum. 

571 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target submarine construction works at Farge, near Bremen. 
Originally twelve aircraft were called for but nine crews were cancelled. Three crews successfully 
windowed and bombed ahead of a heavy stream attacking Troisdorf marshalling yards. Although 
they observed no results of their own bombing, they had the satisfaction of seeing markers cascade 
in excellent concentration as the heavy raid opened. 

7 Squadron (13 Lancasters), target Kalk-Nord marshalling yards, Cologne. Cloud prevented 
satisfactory marking and most bombing was done by navigational aids. The opinion of our most 
experienced crews was that the majority of the bombing fell on the area between the marshalling 
yards and the river. 

571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Duisburg ,and (9 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. The two 
aircraft took part in a spoof attack, both completed this mission although no results were seen. 
Hannover was the target for a further nine crews, marking seems to have been good and bombing 
well placed on markers. Several crews reported a large explosion at 18.29 hours. 

7 Squadron (8 Lancasters), target Osterfeld. To conclude the 1944 Bombing Season, 7 Squadron 
took part in an attack on one of the best equipped marshalling yards in Germany at Osterfeld Sud 
near Oberhausen. A focal point for the transit of war traffic to the west, its destruction would do 
much to impair the enemy’s mobility. Seven crews attacked the primary. Drifting patchy cloud made 
marking difficult although one crew definitely identified the primary, and reported that markers were 
well placed. Bombing was fairly good and several explosions were seen in the target area. The 
remaining crew arriving late owing to failure of special equipment, found no markers in the target 
area and deposited their load over the Solingen area. 

571 Squadron (11 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Originally twelve aircraft detailed but one aircraft could 
not be repaired in time. Yet another Mosquito saw no markers over the target area and bombed and 
started a fire at a lighted airfield near Hannover. Ten crews bombed the primary - arriving late, they 
reported markers rather scattered. Bombing however, was well placed on a large target. 

7 Squadron carried out 138 sorties for the month, of these 1 aborted, and 137 were successful. 

571 Squadron carried out 183 sorties, of these 2 cancelled, 3 aborted, 1 was partially successful 
and 177 were successful. 
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01 Jan 

571 Squadron (5 + 10 Mosquitoes), targets railway tunnels and Hanau. Five Mosquitoes contributed 
to a series of attacks on railway tunnels behind the German army front, planned to take place at first 
light. Low level attacks required the use of cookies with slight delayed actions. P/O Tucker, made 
five runs to identify the target, while the villagers watched him. He bombed and had the satisfaction 
of seeing the hillside over the tunnel collapse on to the line into the path of an approaching train. 
Hanau was the night target for ten Mosquitoes. Here several crews were able to identify the river 

Main and considered that both marking and bombing were all well placed. Nine crews attacked 
successfully. Unfortunately F/O Ross, after identifying on approaching base, crashed near 

Newmarket and both he and his navigator, Sgt Cook were killed. 

7 Squadron not required. Mosquito MM124 returning from operations crash landed at Stetchwort 
near Newmarket. Pilot F/O Ross and navigator Sgt Cook were both killed due to multiple injuries. 

02 Jan 

7 Squadron (9 + 7 Lancasters), targets Nuremberg and IG Farbenindustrie at Ludwigshafen 571 
Squadron stood down but a full effort of 7 Squadron was split between two important targets. 

To the attack on Nuremberg, the former centre of the annual Nazi party rallies, contributed nine 
crews, comprising three blind illuminators, three blind markers, two blind sky markers and one PVM. 

All attacked the primary and reports indicate that this was a most successful raid. The river and built- 
up area were clearly visible by the light of well placed flares. Bombing was well concentrated and a 
large area of the city was burning as our aircraft turned away. Several large explosions were also 
seen over the target area. 

In the other raid, seven crews bombed the chemical works in the northern suburbs of Ludwigshafen. 
Here too, the weather was excellent and ground detail was seen by our crews who were able to 
report well placed bombing and many fires and explosions in the target area. 

03 Jan 

7 Squadron not required and 571 Squadron stood down. 

04 Jan 

571 Squadron (6 + 6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. 7 Squadron stood down for training whilst two 
attacks on Berlin were planned for the aircraft of 571 Squadron. Six aircraft were detailed to each 
raid. F/O Maddocks, 571 /H, was compelled by engine trouble to jettison his cookie on fires burning 
at Osnabruck from a heavy attack and returned early. The remaining crews bombed Berlin through 

10/1 Oths cloud. 

05 Jan 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Hannover and 571 Squadron (3 + 9), targets Hannover and 

Berlin. Hannover was the target for a full effort of 7 Squadron and 16 Lancasters took off to 
participate in the first and heaviest of two attacks planned against this target. As was expected the 
town was covered by 10/1 Oths cloud and the majority of our crews bombed by means of navigational 
aids although some crews saw sky markers before they disappeared into cloud. Any precise 
assessment of results were impossible but a fair concentration of markers seem to have been 
achieved and one large explosion was reported in the target area. Unfortunately 7 Squadron’s of 
good luck was broken by the loss of F/O Freidrich and his crew. 

571 Squadron supplied three early windowers to proceed the first heavy attack on Hannover. All 
completed their missions and saw the heavy attack open with well placed bombing. Meanwhile a 
further nine crews were detailed to assist a spoof attack on Berlin. One machine was withdrawn 
owing to a burst oxygen pipe. Seven crews attacked successfully on markers. No results were 
observed. Unfortunately F/O Henry and his navigator F/Sgt Stinson failed to return, but a signal 
received from TAF indicated that both had bailed out successfully on our side of the line. 

06 Jan 

7 Squadron (13 Lancasters), target Hanau. 571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Kassel. Hanau is 
primarily an important as a railway centre, which was the target for a night attack by over 400 
heavies and 7 Squadron contributed 13 sorties, comprising three blind markers, three blind sky 
markers, six visual centerers and one supporter, 12 of whom attacked the primary. Six bombed on 
markers, the rest by navigational aids. The attack opened early with ground markers disappearing 
rapidly into cloud. Skymarking too, was not continuous and although bombing was concentrated in 
early stages it later became scattered. One large explosion was seen at 1901 hours but no other 
results were observed. The remaining sortie (Captain F/O Thomson) was compelled by engine 
failure to jettison bombs near Giessen. 

571 Squadron were originally detailed to supply six crews to each of two attacks, one on Hannover 
and the other on Kassel. Hannover was cancelled, and the raid on Kassel appears to have been a 
complete failure. No markers were seen and two crews, after orbiting at Kassel in vain to await 
markers, joined in the heavy attack on Hanau. The other four crews bombed the estimated position 
of the target and report a few scattered bursts in the area. 
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07 Jan 7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), target Munich. Munich having the rather dubious honour of being the 
birthplace of the Nazi party, has so far escaped the serious attentions of our heavies. A vital railway 
centre serving all part of Germany it also has many heavy industrial undertakings. 

There were two separate attacks, the unit’s quota to a force of over 400 heavies detailed for the 
second attack was reduced by one due to a defective turret. Twelve crews bombed Munich. The 
flow of fires started by the first attack was visible and our set operators consider that they were in the 
target area. Sky marking was well concentrated in the initial stages but tended to become scattered 
as the raid progressed, but was continuous while our aircraft were in the target area. Cloud 
precluded observation of results. 

Two crews failed to reach the primary. F/Lt Brammar bombed Stuttgart as his starboard outer engine 
caught fire and had to be feathered. The consequent loss of height rendered it impossible for him to 
reach Munich. On approaching Munich, F/Lt Cawsey’s machine was damaged by flak and both 
turrets were put out of action and the oxygen system was damaged. All bombs were jettisoned and a 
safe return to base was made. 

08 Jan 7 Squadron stood down and 571 Squadron’s operation was cancelled. 

09 Jan 7 Squadron and 571 Squadron were cancelled. 

10 Jan 7 Squadron stood down. F/O Henry and his navigator F/S Stimson missing 5/6 January 1945, 

returned today after their lucky escape. They bombed Berlin but as they were making their bombing 
run the starboard engine was put out of action by flak. Course was immediately set for base with an 
engine that failed to feather, the starboard undercarriage dangling and all instruments u/s. 

Eventually the machine which had been gradually losing height became uncontrollable and went into 
a dive. F/O Henry gave the order to bale out which the navigator did at 4,000 ft via the top hatch as 
the escape hatch had jammed. F/O Henry escaped with extreme difficulty and both landed safely 
near Marchienne in Northern France. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hannover, all of whom attacked the primary. The attack 
opened punctually and was characterised by well concentrated marking and bombing. Good fires 
were started and a column of smoke was seen rising from the target area. 

11 Jan Both squadrons stood down. 

12 Jan Both squadrons cancelled. 

13 Jan 7 Squadron (5 Lancasters), target Saarbrucken marshalling yards. Three visual centerers and two 

blind sky markers were detailed, all attacked and their reports are unanimous as to the accuracy of 
the raid. The first markers fell on the northern end of the marshalling yards and later markers spread 
south till the whole of the yards were covered resulting in well positioned bombing. 

Unfortunately base conditions had deteriorated by the time of the return and all our aircraft were 
diverted to Tangmere. 571 Squadron cancelled. 

14 Jan 7 Squadron (11 Lancasters). Target synthetic oil plant at Leuna. The main night effort of Bomber 

Command was devoted once more to German fuel supplies; Leuna, home of the largest synthetic oil 
plant in Germany, being the primary target, while over 100 aircraft attacked the GAF fuel dump at 
Dulmen, near Munster. The plant at Leuna was obscured by cloud, and the probable use of a smoke 
screen. 

The eleven crews of 7 Squadron detailed, all completed this mission but cloud conditions prevented 
any effective marking and the bombing was scattered. Some explosions were seen and a pall of 
smoke was rising as our aircraft left. 

Both Lancasters detailed for a raid on the fuel storage site at Dulmen were successful, although 
bombing seems to have been spread over a wider area than size of the target would require. 

571 Squadron (6 + 6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Two attacks on Berlin were planned and five crews 
successfully bombed on markers for the first attack although two crews clearly identified the river. 
Unfortunately F/O Maddocks crashed near Brussels and both he and his navigator, F/Sgt Phillips 
were killed. 

All six crews were successful in the second attack and one explosion lit up the built-up area. The 
target was clear of cloud for both raids enabling many searchlights to be used effectively and 
although these were believed to be co-operating with fighters, none were seen. 

15 Jan Both squadrons stood down 
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16 Jan 571 Squadron stood down. 

7 Squadron (8 + 8 Lancasters), targets, the synthetic oil plant at Zeitz and the important transport 
and armament centre of Magdeburg. 

Excellent visibility at Zeitz aided F/Lt Phillips who was RPVM (? Probably Primary Visual Marker) on 
this attack to drop his markers on the Aiming Point. Marking throughout was well sustained and 
accurate and the Master Bomber’s orders were clear cut and well followed by the main force. The 
whole of the target area was soon covered with fires as our aircraft turned away and several 
explosions were seen. All crews completed this mission and considered it to be a most successful 
attack. 

Similar weather conditions prevailed at Magdeburg and here again the raid was characterised by 
excellent marking and accurate bombing. The first illuminating flares were well positioned over the 
town and revealed its excellent features for following aircraft. No part of the town seems to have 
been neglected and the glow of fires could be seen for 150 miles on the return trip. 

Eight Lancasters were originally detailed for this mission but one machine was withdrawn owing to 
engine failure. The remaining crews were successful. 

A lecture ‘Everyday Life in the USSR’ was given in the YMCA by Dr W Gottleib. 

17 Jan 7 Squadron stood down. 

571 Squadron (11 Mosquitoes), target Magdeburg. This was a repeat visit, one machine was 
withdrawn with engine trouble and one crew was compelled by a defective generator to jettison and 
return early. Fires from last night’s heavy attack were still burning as the remaining ten crews 
approached and streets were clearly outlined by them. Markers were well sustained and bombing 
was made either on them, or on the fires and a successful raid was achieved. 

18 Jan 7 Squadron stood down. 

571 Squadron (11 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. Hannover was originally the target but the 
synthetic oil plant at Sterkrade Holten was substituted. Out of eleven crews, one machine was 
withdrawn owing to u/s rudder controls. Ten crews attacked the target but thick cloud rendered 
effective marking impossible and most bombing was done on navigational aids. A few scattered 
bomb bursts were seen but the raid appears to have been very unsatisfactory. 

19 Jan Both units cancelled 19/20 Jan 1945 

21 Jan 7 Squadron cancelled. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Kassel. A dozen aircraft were originally detailed but technical 
trouble caused the withdrawal of one machine and the early return of two others. Nine crews 
bombed the primary on markers which were well concentrated. One good explosion was seen in the 
area marked and a pall of smoke was visible by the light of bomb bursts. 

22 Jan 7 Squadron cancelled. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hannover. Ten aircraft bombed on markers or the glow of 
them and the concentration of bursts seemed to be well positioned. One machine was withdrawn 
owing to technical trouble and the other had detailed to Woodbridge owing to bad weather and did 
not return to base until after the force had taken off. 

23 Jan Both units cancelled. 

24 Jan 7 Squadron not required and 571 Squadron cancelled 24-27 Jan 1945 

28 Jan For a long time Germany has been concentrating on the mass production of jet-propelled aircraft in 

an effort to break our air superiority. Our obvious policy is to prevent him building a fleet of such 
aircraft by smashing all factories known to be producing these types, and the night attack by the 
heavies was directed against such a factory in Zuffenhausen, a northern suburb of Stuttgart. 

7 Squadron (12 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target aircraft factory at 
Zuffenhausen (possibly Hirth). All aircraft detailed to take part in this raid were successful. Owing to 
cloud in the target area the visibility was poor and ground marking was not effective. The majority of 
our crews bombed sky markers and no spectacular results are reported. Two Mosquitoes assisted in 
the main attack on Zuffenhausen by windowing and bombing ahead of the main bomber stream. 

Both bombed on sky markers. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Berlin, one machine ‘G’ was compelled to return early with 
technical trouble but bombed Dusseldorf before returning home. The remaining crews bombed 
Berlin on markers which were a little scattered, no results were seen. 

The EVT Officer held a meeting to discuss the commencement of German Classes. 
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7 Squadron cancelled. 

571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Marking was good and bombing well concentrated on 
the area marked. Some decoy markers were reported west of the aiming point but these appeared 
to have attracted no attention from our bombers. Eight crews attacked the primary. S/Ldr D Dawlish 
was compelled by engine trouble to jettison his bomb load in the sea and return early. Adverse 
weather conditions at base caused the diversion of our Mosquitoes to Bradwell Bay. 

Both squadrons stood down. 

Both squadrons cancelled. 

7 Squadron carried out 106 sorties during the month, of which 2 cancelled, 1 aborted, 1 is missing, 2 
were partially successful and 100 were successful. 

TIs 95 x 250-lb, 5 x 1,000-lb, CP 117 and HE 719,500 lbs 

571 Squadron carried out 149 sorties of which 6 cancelled, 4 aborted, 2 are missing, 4 were partially 
successful and 133 were successful. HE 660,000 lbs 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters) and 571 Squadron (2 Mosquitoes), target Ludwigshafen. The rapid 
Russian advance towards Berlin, and the knowledge that General Eisenhower is steadily building up 
his resources for an offensive on the Western Front, has made the question of easy communication 
a vital one for the Germans. It is known that he is withdrawing men and supplies from the southern 
sector of the Western Front, in order to have a reserve which he can switch either to the Rhineland 
or to the east. Three focal points for such a rapid switchover are at Ludwigshafen, Mainz and 
Siegen, and a simultaneous attack was planned against these targets in order to create chaos and 
disrupt that mobility which has so often been the enemy’s saving factor since D-Day. 

To a total of nearly 400 aircraft attacking Ludwigshafen, 7 Squadron detailed 16 crews, all of which 
were successful. The attack opened at 19.09 hours with ground markers which unfortunately soon 
disappeared into cloud. Sky markers however appeared to have been well placed and bombing was 
well concentrated. Fires were going well when our aircraft left the target area. 

571 Squadron assisted in this attack by windowing and bombing ahead of the heavies. Both 
Mosquito crews considered that the bombing by the heavies was well placed on the area marked, 
and one crew thought that the bulk of the early incendiaries covered the southern half of the town. 
571 Squadron (16 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Sixteen aircraft took off, making a record night for the 
Mosquitoes. Berlin was the target and two attacks were planned, one at 20.25 and the other at 04.00 
hours. 

Ten Mosquitoes were detailed for the first attack, and eight were successful. Marking was punctual 
and well sustained, but the TIs quickly disappeared into cloud, and any detailed assessment of the 
raid was not possible. 

Squadron Leader Deas Dawlish, owing to trouble with his navigator’s oxygen supply, bombed 
Leipzig, while the remaining crew, Captain F/Lt Vangergen, was compelled to return early with 
engine trouble and landed at Rackheath, after jettisoning their bomb in the sea. 

The second attack, was also difficult to assess owing to cloud which quickly obscured the markers, 
but all six sorties bombed, either on markers or by navigational aids. 

7 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target synthetic oil plant at Wanne-Eickel. Most of the bombing was 
done by navigational aids as the markers had disappeared into clouds before they could be used for 
bombing runs. A good glow, presumed of fires and markers, was seen beneath the cloud, and this 
corresponded with the target position as arrived at by navigational aids. One large explosion was 
seen at 23.25 hours. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Noisbaden (?) A Mosquito night attack in which all crews are 
unanimous that the marking was some eight miles south-west of the target, and the bombing was 
widely scattered. All of our sorties bombed, but this was not a satisfactory trip. 

A busy night for RAF Oakington. 7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target the coking plant at 
Gelsenkirchen Nordstern. This plant and adjacent colliery supply the synthetic-oil plant which was 
severely damaged in January, and it is hoped that their destruction would discourage the Germans 
from any reconstruction work. All crews bombed the primary but cloud again hampered successful 
marking. Bombing appears to be rather scattered, although fires were started and a few violent 
explosions were observed. 

571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Hannover, aircraft bombed on markers which were rather 
scattered. No results were observed /—> 
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04 Feb 571 Squadron (3 Mosquitoes), target Bonn. These were windowing and bombing ahead of another 
contd attack on Bonn. All completed this mission and reported that the attack by the heavies opening on 
time with well placed marking and bombing. 

05 Feb Operations for both units cancelled. 

06 Feb No call for 7 Squadron and operations for 571 Squadron cancelled. 

07 Feb 7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), target Cleve. At the request of COC-in-Chief, Canadian Army, Bomber 
Command supplied strong forces to assist a breakthrough between the Maas and the Rhine. 

Bomber Command’s role was to wipe out the troops and resources massed at Cleve and Goch, and 
to deny to the enemy easy access to the battle area. 

Seven blind illuminators, one primary visual marker, one long stop, three visual centerers and three 
supporters for the attack on the ruins of Cleve. The operation appears to be partially successful. 

As our crews approached the target area, cloud was obscuring the aiming point, but on the Master 
Bomber’s instruction they came below cloud base at 5,000 feet. At this height the target area was 
clear, and markers were seen to form a good concentration around the aiming point. The Master 
Bomber seems to have controlled the bombing effectively throughout the raid and as little scatter 
developed, our long stop, W/Cdr Roberts was not required and returned with his load. The remaining 
crews bombed successfully. A signal subsequently received confirms the report of our crews. 
Reports indicate that the very powerful support given to the First Canadian Army by Bomber 
Command 7/8 February was of usual super quality. 

571 Squadron’s effort was split (6 + 6 Mosquitoes), targets Magdeburg and Conlenz (? Koblenz). 
Bombing was done by means of navigational aids, and no particular results were observed. 

08 Feb 7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), target the synthetic oil plant at Politz, eight miles north-west of Stettin. 
This is one of the largest in Germany and ranks similar to Leuna in importance. 7 Squadron 
contributed 15 aircraft to a force of over 300 heavies detailed for this attack, and all located the 
target, although one blind marker carrying no FIE found his markers were not required, and brought 
them back to base. 

Illuminating flares opened the attack at 23.08 hours, and subsequent marking was accurate and well 
sustained. 5 Group had already attacked this target some two hours before and fires were burning in 
the plant as our attack opened. One terrific explosion was seen at 23.17 hours and reports indicate 
that the target was well and truly blitzed. All our aircraft returned safely to base. 

571 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. A few minutes before the opening of the Politz attack, 
another raid on Berlin by the LNSF commenced. Six aircraft were successful. Both marking and 
bombing were concentrated and one large explosion was seen. The remaining crew bombed 
Hannover as engine trouble made it impossible for them to reach the primary. 

571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target the synthetic oil plant at Wanne-Eickel. Window and bombs 
were dropped before the commencement of the main attack. All completed this mission. 

09 Feb Operations for both units cancelled. 

10 Feb 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Hannover but one aircraft was withdrawn with instrument 

failure. Eleven crews bombed on markers which were well grouped, and fires were seen to spring up 
in the area marked. Crews considered it a very successful raid. 

11 Feb No call for 7 Squadron and operations for the Mosquitoes cancelled. 

12 Feb 7 Squadron not called upon. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Stuttgart. All bombed on 

markers which were visible through thin cloud. 

13 Feb 7 Squadron (11+4 Lancasters), targets Dresden and Behlan. The spectacular advance of the Red 

Army, enabled Bomber Command to stage a blow to Dresden in immediate tactical support of the 
Russian drive. Two attacks were staged and 7 Squadron contributed twelve crews to the second 
effort. This comprised four blind illuminators, three blind markers, one blind sky marker and four 
visual centerers. As our Lancasters approached the target, fires started by the first attack could be 
seen burning fiercely in the town. The main weight of the first raid appears to have fallen on the 
eastern half of the city, and the Master Bomber controlling our attack directed the bombing so that 
the whole of the target was well covered with fires as our aircraft turned away. There is ample 
evidence to prove that these two devastation raids would do much to embarrass the German troops 
concentrated in Dresden to resist the Russian onslaught. 

Eleven crews of 7 Squadron successfully attacked Dresden, and one machine ‘H’, F/Lt Ellis was 
compelled to return early with engine trouble. /-> 
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13 Feb A further four crews of 7 Squadron took off for an attack on the synthetic oil plant at Behlan. This 

contd raid, however appears to have been very disappointing; cloud prevented adequate marking, and no 

ground detail was seen. No markers were dropped by any of our crews, and only in two cases were 
bombs released. 

Although preliminary reports indicate that the attack was not very successful, the conduct of F/Sgt 
Kelly, bomb aimer of F/Lt Phillip’s crew calls for special mention. Wounded in the left leg by a shell 
splinter over Bohlen, he refused to leave his position, or be given morphine, and his work on the 
return trip, although was in considerable pain, was largely responsible for the safe return of the 
damaged machine. 

571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Magdeburg - the main target and nine crews successfully 
bombed the primary. Winds were stronger than forecast, and probably accounted for the early 
opening of the raid. The town was completely covered with cloud but marking was concentrated and 
well sustained enabling all crews to make their bombing runs either on the TIs themselves or on the 
glow beneath the cloud. Another three Mosquitoes bombed Berlin successfully. 

14 Feb 7 Squadron (6 + 5 Lancasters), target Chemnitz. Last night Dresden received its first experience of 

total war by its initial bombing attack by the RAF. Tonight a double raid was planned on Chemnitz, 
one of the largest towns in Saxony and 7 Squadron contributed aircraft to both attacks. 

7 Squadron successfully bombed Chemnitz on the first raid at 21.00 hours. Cloud prevented both 
accurate marking and any precise assessment of results, although fires were seen after leaving the 
target, and the glow of them was seen by the five crews of 7 Squadron who participated in the 
second attack shortly after midnight. Cloud again tended to cause a scatter of both bombing and 
marking and neither raid is considered as successful as the effort on the previous night. 

Four crews bombed and one was compelled to retain both bombs and markers owing to failure of 
special equipment. 

571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Dessau. All aircraft completed their tasks. Bombing runs were 
made on markers but no results were observed owing to heavy cloud. Berlin was the target for eight 
Mosquitoes. All attacked and markers were well positioned, although they disappeared rapidly in the 
clouds, and cookie bursts were rather scattered. 

15 Feb 7 Squadron not required and operations for 571 were cancelled. 

16 Feb 571 Squadron’s official night off and 7 Squadron stood down. 

17 Feb 7 Squadron stood down and 571 cancelled. 

18 Feb 7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (8 Mosquitoes), target Mannheim. All were successful, 

bombing on sky markers. Cloud made assessment of the results difficult, but cookie flashes were 
well placed on the area marked. 

19 Feb 7 Squadron stood down. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Erfurt. Experienced crews consider 

that the night attack by the LNSF on Erfurt was one of the most successful they had seen. A dozen 
Mosquitoes of this unit reached the target and eleven bombed successfully. Bombing and marking 
were extremely accurate, and built-up areas could be seen by the light of bomb bursts. Several big 
explosions were seen and many fires were started. 

Opposition was negligible and F/Lt Osborne, who came down to 3,500 feet over the target, reported 
that a large building in the east end of the town was burning fiercely. Unfortunately failure of release 
gear made it impossible for W/O Roberts to release his cookie over the target. 

20 Feb 7 Squadron (8 + 2 Lancasters), targets Dortmund and Reisholz. To the heavy attack on Dortmund 

the Germans appear to have re-acted more strongly than usual, and several fighters were seen by 
our crews. The raid appears to have been well pressed home. The attack opened on time, and in 
spite of the clouds, the markers could be seen on the ground in excellent concentration. One aircraft 
was able to identify the marshalling yards to the north of the aiming point. Several good fires were 
started. 

7 Squadron detailed eight Lancasters for this raid and all were successful. Two visual centerers of 7 
Squadron also took part in on the oil refinery at Reisholz. Both bombed, one on markers and the 
other by navigational aids. Cloud covered the target and rapidly absorbed all markers and no results 
were seen. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Eleven crews attacked the primary, and as the cloud 
was thinner than usual, some built-up areas were seen by crews in the light of bomb bursts and 
markers. Failure of siphoning system of jettison tanks on ‘Q’ made it impossible for F/O Higgins to 
reach Berlin but he bombed Hannover before setting course for base. 
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21 Feb 7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Worms. Enemy night fighter reaction to the night attack on 

Worms was again strong, and unfortunately one of 7 Squadron crews, F/Lt Liddell, failed to return 
from this mission. Worms is an important railway centre, and this attack was part of a sustained day 
and night offensive against German communications, which has characterised this week’s bombing 
activity. Eleven crews completed the mission. There was no cloud in the target area, and detail was 
clearly seen. Bombing and marking were accurate and many fires were started. 

571 Squadron (4 + 8 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Two attacks were planned, three, of four aircraft 
detailed for the first attack, bombed the primary whilst failure of the siphoning system on the 
remaining aircraft compelled the pilot to return early after bombing Bremen. 

Of the eight crews detailed for the second attack, seven were successful and again technical trouble 
compelled F/O Henry to bomb Bremen before setting course for base. Gradual loss of height 
however made it evident it would be it would be impossible to make base, and a landing was made 
at Melsbruck near Brussels. Visibility was poor and the aircraft overshot, hitting a haystack beyond 
the runway, both members of the crew were uninjured. 

22 Feb No call for 7 Squadron. For the third night in succession, 571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target 

Berlin. All attacked on well concentrated markers. No results were observed, but crews consider this 
a successful raid. 

23 Feb 7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), target Pforzheim. The Lancasters had a successful night and all eleven 

crews detailed bombed the primary. Marking and bombing was excellent, and the whole of the town 
was visible. Fires were started and a pall of smoke rose to 8,000 feet. Crews consider that this raid, 
the first by Bomber Command on the town, was highly successful. Enemy fighters were again very 
active, and one Ju 88 was destroyed by the crew of T, F/Lt Brammer. Shortly after leaving the target 
the Ju 88 approached from port beam after shooting down a Lancaster in flames. Evasive action 
was taken and the rear gunner F/Sgt Elderkin got in two bursts from 5-600 yards. The enemy 
aircraft caught fire, fell away and hit the ground. Our machine was undamaged. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. The attack opened at 20.15 hours, and most of the 
bombing was done on sky markers. No results were seen, except for a few cookie bursts. All were 
successful. 

24 Feb 7 Squadron (5 Lancasters), target the synthetic oil plant at Kamen. The squadron supplied a master, 

deputy and three visual centerers for a daylight attack on the oil plant which had probably been 
partly repaired after the very successful raid made by 7 Squadron on 11 September 1944. 

The target was completely obscured by cloud, and no markers were seen by our crews, or at any 
time during the attack. All our crews bombed on navigational aids, but no results were observed. 

571 Squadron (10 + 2 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin and Neuss. All aircraft attacking Berlin did so on a 
very good concentration of markers. Four crews saw ground detail and considered markers well 
placed. 

Two further Mosquito crews assisted in the attack on Neuss. No ground details seen, but both 
bombed on markers. 

25 Feb 7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (7 Mosquitoes), target Erfurt. The attack opened late, and 

the first markers were not seen until 20.14 hours. Cloud made adequate marking impossible, and 
bombing seems to have been widely scattered. All crews attacked. Weather conditions too were 
poor over Mainz, where two Mosquitoes assisted in an attack on this vital communication centre, 
both bombed successfully, but no results were seen. 

26 Feb 7 Squadron again stood down. 571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Nuremberg. Nine out of ten 

crews despatched, bombed Nuremberg. Markers disappeared rapidly into cloud. Bombing was well 
placed on the glow of them. F/O Sturgeon jettisoned his cookie at Frankfurt, in order to evade the 
close attention of an enemy fighter. 

27 Feb 7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), target Mainz. The complete destruction of the built-up area and railway 

facilities of Mainz, a force of over 450 heavies was despatched, the zero hour being 16.30 hours. 
Master, deputy and thirteen other crews were supplied by 7 Squadron, and all were successful. 
Cloud conditions necessitated a sky marker attack, and this marking was good throughout the raid. 
The Main Force bombing was well concentrated, and although no detailed assessment of results 
was possible, a huge column of black smoke was rising through cloud as our crews turned away 
from the target. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. This was the first of two night attacks. Cookie flashes 
and several explosions were seen under good concentration of markers. 
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28 Feb 

7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. For the ninth successive 
night Berlin was raided by Mosquitoes, all of which were successful, bombing on markers which 
were rather scattered. The city was covered by cloud and no results were seen but the usual dummy 
markers failed to attract any bombing. 

Feb 

1945 

7 Squadron carried out 152 sorties during the month, of which 6 were aborted, 1 is missing and 145 
were successful. 115 Tl (2501b), 201 flares and 1,092,000 lbs of FIE were dropped. 

571 Squadron carried out 231 sorties of which 2 were aborted, 6 were partially successful and 223 
were successful. 900,000 lbs of FIE dropped. 

01 Mar 

7 Squadron (5 Lancasters), target Manheim. This was a daylight raid designed to complete the 
destruction of this important industrial town and railway centre, 7 Squadron provided five blind sky 
markers. As was anticipated, the target was obscured by cloud, but skymarking was concentrated 
and well sustained. The main force bombing was considered accurately placed on the markers. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Erfurt. This was a night target and all attacked on markers 
which were well grouped. Numerous bomb bursts were seen in the area marked. 

02 Mar 

7 Squadron (6 Lancasters), target Cologne. The advance of the American 9 th Army towards Cologne 
has made the ruins of this city a focal point for German tanks and troops massing to resist the Allied 
push. Accordingly a heavy daylight raid was planned, and in about 20 minutes of bombing by over 

700 heavies, Cologne was reduced to one vast tank trap. Visibility over the target was excellent, and 
photographs secured by 7 Squadron testify to the extreme accuracy of the bombing. 7 Squadron 
provided three blind skymarkers, two visual centerers and one supporter for this attack, which was 
planned for 10.00 hours. At the beginning of the raid all crews had a clear view of the Cathedral, 
marshalling yards and river bridges, but smoke from concentrated bombing soon obscured salient 
features of the town. 571 Squadron stood down. (The Americans captured the city four days later.) 

03 Mar 

7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (8 + 4 Mosquitoes), targets Wurzburg and Berlin. Eight 
crews took-off to bomb Wurzburg, while four others were detailed for the usual night run to Berlin. 
Wurzburg was covered by cloud, but marking was good and on the run-in our crews were able to 
see a built-up area obliquely, although cloud prevented and vertical pinpointing. Many cookie bursts 
were seen in the areas marked. All our crews attacked successfully. Of the four sorties on Berlin, 
one crew was compelled to return early owing to the sickness of the pilot F/O Higgins, but Bremen 
was bombed before he set course for base. The remaining three aircraft bombed the primary, 
although no results were observed. 

04 Mar 

A full effort of 7 Squadron on Chemnitz was cancelled and 571 Squadron crews were again detailed 
for two targets, Berlin and Essen. Late in the evening the nine sorties detailed for Berlin were 
cancelled. Three crews bombed Essen, with unobserved results. 

05 Mar 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Chemnitz. This was a follow on raid after a visit to this crowded 
railway centre by the USAAF in daylight. Cloud obscured all ground detail. As markers were dropped 
rather spasmodically, most of our crews bombed by special navigation aids. All our crews 
successfully completed this task, one or two fighters were seen and a Ju 88 is claimed as destroyed 
by the crew of F/Lt Thomson, after an encounter five miles south of Chemnitz on the homeward 
track. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Eleven crews successfully bombed the primary, but 
both marking and bombing were scattered, whilst spoof markers were particularly numerous. The 
remaining crew bombed Wilhelmshaven as their aircraft failed to climb above 16,000 feet. 

06 Mar 

7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (6 + 6 Mosquitoes), targets Wesel and Berlin. With the 
collapse of German resistance in Cologne, tactical bombing by Bomber Command is now of high 
priority and this afternoon another attempt was made to attack a German target with the Oboe led 
formation of six Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron. The attempt was a complete failure. The excessive 
speed of the Oboe leaders made it impossible for our aircraft to keep up with them. The most of the 
trip to the target our formation failed to make contact with the Oboes. On the last leg into Wesel 
however, the Oboes were met again and led our aircraft in and out of the cloud covered target area, 
without releasing any markers, and five of our crews jettisoned their bombs in the sea. The sixth 
aircraft ‘O’ F/Lt Goddard landed safely at base with his cookie still on board. 

A further six crews were detailed for a night attack on Berlin. Five crews were successful, bombing 
on markers which were spread in a line north-east / south-west. No concentration either of bombing 
or marking was achieved, and only a few bomb bursts were seen through the usual cloud cover over 
the target. Engine trouble compelled the remaining sortie to return early after bombing Osnabruck. 
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07 Mar 7 Squadron (10 + 6 Lancasters), targets Dessau and the oil refinery at Hemmingstedt near Heide. 
Dessau; besides being the home of the Junkers aircraft concern, it is an important centre of 
communications for the assembly and despatch of troops and supplies to the Russian Front. 

To the attack by over 470 heavies, 7 Squadron contributed ten crews comprising two blind 
indicators, two blind markers, two blind secondary markers, three visual centerers and a supporter. 
The attack opened at 21.53 hours and cloud conditions made necessary a skymarker attack. 
Occasional glimpses of ground detail gave our crews the impression that most of the bombing was 
west-north-west of the town. All our crews bombed successfully. There was considerable fighter 
activity. ‘A’, F/Lt McCollah, was damaged by fire from a Ju 88, but made a safe return to base. The 
enemy aircraft although presenting a good target, was unscathed owing to the failure of the rear 
turret. The oil refinery at Flemmingstedt, with a total output of 192,000 tons per year, was the target 
for another force of heavies, to which 7 Squadron detailed six crews. There was no cloud in the 
target area, but haze precluded identification of ground detail, and most of our crews bombed by 
navigational aids. Marking was well sustained and confined to a small area. 

571 Squadron (3 + 9 Mosquitoes), target Dessau. Three crews of 571 Squadron assisted in the 
heavy attack on Dessau, by windowing and bombing ahead of the main stream. A further nine 
Mosquitoes were detailed for the nightly attack on Berlin. T swung twice on take off and was then 
cancelled. The remaining crews attacked successfully, all bombing on markers. 

08 Mar 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Flamburg. As a result of the surge in the U-boat menace, 

particularly in the North Sea, it has become necessary for Bomber Command to switch its attention 
to those dock areas known to be producing submarines. The Blohm & Voss shipyard at Flamburg 
was the target tonight for a force of over 300 heavies, to which 7 Squadron detailed 16 crews, all of 
whom completed their mission. ( The factory produced the new XXXI boat with Schnorkel.) 

In the early stages of the attack, the target was only partially obscured by cloud, and markers were 
seen to be well concentrated near the aiming point and bombing was accurate. Later, cloud 
obscured all ground detail, and bombing became very scattered, although the sky markers were 
fairly well placed. Fires were started but no immediate assessment of the raid was possible. 

571 Squadron (3 + 9 Mosquitoes), targets Flamburg and Flannover. Three crews windowed, orbited 
to await markers, then bombed. They left the target area before the heavy attack. Berlin had its night 
visit from Mosquitoes, but 571’s (nine) were despatched to Flannover. All bombed on well-grouped 
markers and a satisfactory raid seems to have been achieved. 

09 Mar 7 Squadron cancelled. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. This was the eighteenth and 
heaviest of the present series of attacks on this target. Marking was good, bombing well placed and 
a successful raid was achieved. Eleven crews bombed the primary while ‘FT, (W/Cdr Fish) was 
compelled to return early with technical trouble, but bombed Bremen before setting course for home. 

10 Mar 7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (9 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All nine crews detailed 

bombed on markers. Crews consider that the marking was of a high order, although cloud conditions 
made it difficult to assess the bombing. 

11 Mar 7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Essen. Essen received its heaviest raid in daylight by a force of 

over 1,000 aircraft. 7 Squadron supplied the Master Bomber, deputy, seven blind sky markers and 
three supporters for one of the aiming points selected. As it was anticipated, the target was 
obscured by cloud, but the skymarking was continuous and well placed. The raid opened at 14.58 
hours and when the Master Bomber left the target half-an-hour later, brown smoke was rising 
through the cloud in the area marked. All crews bombed and the general impression was that this 
was a very successful skymarking attack. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Sleep is now one of Berlin’s greatest shortages, for 
once again Mosquitoes battered the capital. All aircraft from Oakington were successful. The raid 
opened punctually and markers were well grouped, resulting in concentrated bombing. 

12 Mar 7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), target Dortmund. The weather still favours us, and a systematic policy 

of isolating the Ruhr was continued by a heavy daylight attack on Dortmund, one of the most vital 
railway centres in this area. All 7 Squadron aircraft were successful, bombing on well placed sky 
markers, and the raid seemed to have been particularly well controlled. 

By the end of the attack smoke was rising through the cloud, and covered an area estimated at five 
miles in diameter. Smoke too, was still rising over Essen after yesterday’s raid. 

(1,108 aircraft took part - another record, and only 2 Lancasters were lost.) 
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12 Mar Berlin again for 571 Squadron. Twelve Mosquitoes bombed between 21.08 and 21.15 hours on 

contd markers which fell in fair concentration. Bomb flashes indicated that bombing was well placed on the 

area marked, but no further results were observed. 

13 Mar 7 Squadron (13 Lancasters), target Wuppertal. Another daylight attack to which 7 Squadron 

contributed thirteen Lancasters. The first markers were seen shortly before 16.00 hours. Cloud base 
was about 12,000 feet over the target, and six of our aircraft (visual markers) obeyed the Master 
Bomber’s instructions to go down to this height. These crews were able to identify ground detail, and 
consider that the markers were well placed. Our blind sky markers remained at 18,000 feet and their 
marking was well concentrated. Bombing was good, and a column of brown smoke was seen rising 
to 5,000 feet as the crews left. Twelve crews bombed the primary and C’, (W/Cdr Alexander), a 
primary visual marker, bombed Halver, as bomb-aimers and pilot’s observation panel became iced 
up over Wuppertal, and was not cleared until the main attack was well advanced. 

571 Squadron (6 + 6 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin and Bremen. All crews were successful, but both 
targets were obscured by cloud and bombing runs were made on markers. No results were 
observed, but the attack on Bremen was considered to be very good, and one large explosion was 
seen. 

14 Mar Zweibrucken and Homburg are two strong points dominating the difficult country south of Koblenz, 

which is now presenting a serious obstacle to the advance of General Patch’s Army. A breakthrough 
here would assist the turning of the Germans’ Moselle flank and offer an easier approach to the 
Rhine. The object then of the night’s work was to destroy the armour and stores mustered in these 
two towns. 7 Squadron contributed 11 crews to the raid on Homburg, including the Master Bomber, 
deputy and long stop. As forecast there was no cloud over the target, and the illuminator did a good 
job in revealing the salient landmarks of the town. Bombing was accurate and the area around the 
aiming point was completely saturated. Fires were started and could be seen over 100 miles away 
on the return trip. Eleven of twelve Mosquitoes detailed successfully bombed Berlin. All crews 
consider that both marking and bombing were exceptionally well concentrated. An unusual feature of 
this attack was a broadcast in fairly good English claiming the release of spoof TIs - with 
disappointing results. Engine trouble on R’ compelled the pilot to release his cookie in the 
Magdeburg area. 

15 Mar 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Hagen. The systematic obliteration of every obstacle to the 

Allied military occupation of the Ruhr continued with a devastating attack. There was no cloud over 
the target and the illuminated flares, which began to fall at 20.24 hours, were well placed. The 
ground markers fell around the aiming point within a few minutes of the opening of the attack, these 
were obliterated by incendiaries and HE. A dense pall of smoke drifted up and covered both town 
and markers. Many fires were started. All crews of 7 Squadron completed this operation. 

16 Mar Both units stood down. 

17 Mar 7 Squadron cancelled (8 sorties on Witten) and 571 Squadron (5 + 5 Mosquitoes) targets, 

Nuremberg and Berlin. Berlin had its usual cloud cover which quickly absorbed the markers and 
subsequent bombing was rather scattered. The raid on Nuremberg appears to have been more 
successful, than that on the German capital. Marking was on time and well placed, and fires were 
started by the time our aircraft left the target. {Unfortunately another Nuremberg raid with heavy 
losses - 10% of 1 Group, due to successful night-fighter co-ordination. It was to be the last raid on 
this city.) 

18 Mar 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Hagen. The advances of the armies under Generals Patch and 

Patton have confused the Germans before the Rhine, and it was the intention of a heavy night raid 
on Hagen to confound any plans he may be implementing to resist out push beyond that river. The 
aim of Bomber Command was to completely destroy the town, already severely damaged by the 
attack on 6/7 January last. A total of over 300 heavies on this target, and all 7 Squadron crews were 
successful. 

The raid opened punctually at 04.28 hours with a marker which fell on the aiming point. The high 
standard of marking appears to have been maintained throughout the attack, and bombing was also 
accurate. Fires burning in the target could be seen for over 100 miles on the return trip. 

571 Squadron (6 + 4 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin and Nuremberg. Whilst six sorties of 571 Squadron 
participated in another excellent raid on Berlin, a further four crews bombed Nuremberg. On this 
latter target it was difficult to give an assessment of the bombing, as markers disappeared rapidly 
into cloud. 

19 Mar 7 Squadron not required. 
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20 Mar 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target the marshalling yards at Recklinghausen. The weather still 

favours us, and the offensive against German communications proceeds with increasing tempo. 
Cloud was, and there are varying reports on the bombing, although the general impression was that 
the marking was inadequate. The Main Force was late, probably because the winds were lighter 
than forecast, and this factor contributed to the scattered bombing. 7 Squadron contributed both 
Master Bomber, deputy and fourteen other crews to this day light attack. 

Unfortunately ‘Q’, F/O Bacon failed to return from this mission, and a later report confirmed that this 
machine crashed in Holland on the return trip. There were no survivors. The remaining crews 
attacked successfully. 

571 Squadron (6 + 4 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin and Bremen. The Berlin raid was characterised by 
extremely accurate marking. Several crews saw built-up areas lit by bomb flashes, which were well 
concentrated in the area marked. Three hours after these crews landed, a further four Mosquitoes 
took-off for an attack on Bremen. All completed this mission, and here too the marking and bombing 
were good, although no results were seen. 

21 Mar 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target marshalling yards at Rheine. The unit supplied the Master 

Bomber, deputy and fourteen other crews for this daylight raid. Excellent photos secured by our 
crews indicate that both the accuracy of the initial marking and the good concentration of the 
subsequent bombing. Clear visibility enabled our crews to get good visual pinpoints. The initial 
marking was seen at 17.27 hours, and the aiming point was well marked within the first minute of the 
attack, and although smoke quickly rose from the area bombed, at no time was the attack scattered. 
W/Cdr Cracknell, the squadron CO, was the Master Bomber, and his instruction throughout the raid 
was concise and clearly heard. Fifteen crews completed the operation - one returned early with 
engine trouble. A very good raid and another vital step towards the complete isolation of the German 
forces on the Western Front. 

Berlin was the night target for the Mosquitoes and this was the heaviest attack yet made by the Light 
Night Striking Force. Two attacks were planned, and 571 Squadron detailed fourteen crews to the 
first attack - zero hour 21.20 hours. There was no cloud over the city; markers ,which were 
considered to be between the river and Templehof, were used by all crews for bombing runs. One 
Mosquito returned early with engine trouble after jettisoning the cookie, but the remaining crews 
bombed successfully. To the second attack 571 Squadron detailed six crews, all of whom bombed 
the primary. Marking was very thin and no special results were observed, although one crew 
reported fires burning in the target before opening of the raid. 

22 Mar Another daylight operation for 7 Squadron, twelve crews participating in an attack on the important 

railway centre at Hildesheim, twenty miles south of Hannover. Visibility was excellent in the target 
area and markers were well placed. Bombing too, was extremely concentrated around the A/P, and 
smoke was seen rising to 20,000 feet when our crews were over 100 miles away on the return trip. 
Eight Mosquitoes of 571 Squadron were detailed for the night cookie mail to Berlin. Some ground 
detail was seen, and one crew was able to identify Templehof airfield. All completed but no special 
results were observed. 

23 Mar 7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. There was again cloud in the 

target area, but intense searchlight activity precluded any assessment of the bombing, but markers 
were well sustained. All our aircraft were continually coned, but all contrived to make a successful 
bombing run on markers. 

Two other Mosquitoes bombed Aschaffenburg in a very successful spoof attack. In excellent visibility 
the markers were seen to be in the middle of the built-up area. A column of smoke was seen rising 
from the town as our aircraft left. 

24 Mar 7 Squadron not called upon again. 571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All successfully 

completed this mission. Good visuals of the Spree were obtained and well concentrated bomb 
bursts outlined streets in the built-up area north of the river. 

25 Mar 7 Squadron (12 Lancasters), target Hannover. Twelve were originally detailed for a daylight attack 

(zero hour 09.45) on Hannover, but four blind markers were cancelled shortly before take-off. Low oil 
pressure compelled ‘A’, F/L Evens to return early after jettisoning his HE into the sea. The remaining 
crews, comprising the Master Bomber and deputy, three supporters and two visual centerers, 
completed this operation. Visibility was excellent over the target and W/Cdr Davies was able to 
control the bombing throughout the attack. The first markers were slightly short of the aiming point, 
but bombing was very concentrated and a dense pall of smoke soon began to rise from the target. 
Operations for 571 Squadron cancelled. 
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26 Mar 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Weather conditions were excellent and the built-up 
areas could easily be seen. Marking was continuous and crews are satisfied that they hit the target. 

27 Mar 

7 Squadron again stood down. 

571 Squadron (10 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Nine crews bombed on markers and cookie flashes 
were seen to illuminate built-up areas. Unfortunately one crew F/O Hudson and his navigator F/O 
Gantt failed to return from this trip. 

28 Mar 

Daylight operations for 7 Squadron cancelled and the usual night run for 571 Squadron also 
cancelled. 

29 Mar 

Another cancellation for 7 Squadron and 571 Squadron (6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All completed 
this operation but no assessment of results was possible as cloud obscured the target. Marking was 
good. 

30 Mar 

7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (6 + 6 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin and Erfurt. At Erfurt the 
river to the south-west of the town was identified and markers were considered to be slightly north of 
the aiming point. One large explosion was seen to start a fire and smoke bellowed up to 5,000 feet. 

All crews bombed successfully. At Berlin too, ground detail was seen and the markers were 
considered accurately placed resulting in good bombing. No results seen but all crews completed 
this mission. 

31 Mar 

7 Squadron (13 Lancasters), target Blohm & Voss KG Hamburg, 7 Squadron contributed the Master 
Bomber, deputy, three visual centerers, six blind sky markers and two supporters. As was 
anticipated the target was obscured by 10/1 Oths cloud. The marking was continuous from 08.44 
hours but does not seem to have achieved any concentration. The Main Force appears to have 
come in two waves, one before the marking was good, and the other some minutes after ‘H’ Hour. 
There was considerable activity by enemy fighters, damaged by flak, all bombed successfully and 
returned safely to base. 

March 

1945 

7 Squadron carried out 202 sorties during the month, of which 2 were aborted, 1 is missing, 1 was 
partially successful and 198 were successful. 

214 x 250-lb and 78 x 1000-lb of TIs plus 1,367,000 lbs of HE were dropped. 

571 Squadron carried out 276 sorties, of which 9 were aborted, 1 is missing, 5 were partially 
successful and 261 were successful. 1,064,000 lbs of HE dropped. 

01 Apr 

Operations cancelled for both units. 

02 Apr 

No operations planned. 

03 Apr 

7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), target Nordhausen. This is a small town between Kassel and Leipzig, 
has acquired a tactical importance as it houses many military and Nazi personnel evacuated from 
Berlin, and is not very far ahead of our own spearheads. A daylight attack was planned to wipe out 
these enemy forces in the military barracks on the south-east fringe of the town. 7 Squadron 
contributed the Master Bomber, W/Cdr Davies, his deputy, four blind sky markers and three 
supporters. Unfortunately cloud prevented a visual attack, and although our sky markers dropped 
their loads, these were immediately obscured by cloud and were of little use for bombing runs. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Bombing was on well grouped markers. Some built-up 
areas of Berlin were seen by the light of bomb flashes but no assessment could be made of the 
disposition of the markers in relation to the target. 

04 Apr 

7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Harburg, Rhenania. This is the largest crude-oil refinery in 
Germany and was the target for a night attack by over 300 heavies. The attack opened at 22.25 
hours, and the initial illumination of the target area was good, the ground markers being seen near 
the aiming point. Bombing was very accurate. Many fires started and several explosions, one 
particularly large at 22.34 hours, were seen. Fifteen crews bombed successfully, and returned to 
base, but F/L Wadham and crew are missing from this trip. 

571 Squadron (6 + 6 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin and Magdeburg. Berlin was clear of cloud and up to 
five complete sets of markers were seen in good concentration, forming a rough square with sides 
one to one and half miles long. All six sorties completed this mission. Unfortunately one crew, W/O 
Clarks and his navigator, F/Sgt Beaton, failed to return from the raid on Magdeburg. There the 
marking was fair but bombing appeared somewhat scattered although built-up areas were seen by 
the light of bomb bursts. The remaining five crews bombed successfully. 

05 Apr 

7 Squadron not called for, and 571 Squadron cancelled. 
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06 Apr 7 Squadron not required 

07 Apr Operations for both units cancelled. 

08 Apr 7 Squadron (11 Lancasters), target the Blohm & Voss KG, Hamburg. 7 Squadron provided Master 
Bomber, deputy, two blind illuminators, two visual illuminators, three blind sky markers and two 
visual centerers. The attack opened at 22.25 hours, and through a gap in clouds, the MB, W/Cdr 
Davies, estimated that the initial markers were on the aiming point, and instructed the visual 
centerers to back them up. Six minutes after the beginning of the raid, however the ground markers 
were hardly visible and bombing runs were made on sky markers which were well concentrated. No 
assessment of bombing results was possible but several explosions were seen, and a satisfactory 
raid was achieved. All our crews were successful. 

Ten Mosquito crews bombed Dessau, and although the raid started late owing to unforeseen Met 
conditions, the bombing was accurate and one particularly large explosion at 23.03 hours lit up the 
built-up area of the target. 

571 Squadron (4 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. The usual Berlin run was completed, weather was clear 
over the target and all bombing runs were made on markers. 

09 Apr 7 Squadron (16 Lancasters), target Kiel. Over 600 aircraft were detailed for a night attack on Kiel, 
now the only safe retreat for shipping left in Germany, and a busy centre for the production of 
submarines. Several of the larger units of the German Navy are believed to be docked in Kiel. 
Fourteen Lancasters were given A/P ‘2D’ and two on A/P ‘E’. Visibility in the target area was 
excellent, and markers which fell continuously and in good concentration, were considered to be well 
placed. Many fires were started and explosions were heard. All our crews completed this mission 
successfully and photos obtained testified to the accuracy of this attack. A subsequent report 
revealed that the Admiral Sheer was sunk during this attack. 

571 Squadron (6 + 6 Mosquitoes), targets Berlin and the important communication centre at Plauen. 
All crews completed these missions and markers were well concentrated over each target. 

10 Apr 7 Squadron (5 + 9 Lancasters), targets Leipzig and Plauen. With the collapse of the German line on 

the Rhine, and our amazing rapid sweep across Germany, Leipzig is the key point in our drive to cut 
Germany in two and link up with the Russian forces. The Germans are hard pressed to supply both 
east and west fronts, and two daylight attacks on marshalling yards in Leipzig were planned to 
increase the confusion in German communications. 7 Squadron supplied Master Bomber, deputy 
and two supporters, to lead a force of heavies on an attack on Engelsdorf marshalling yards, north¬ 
west of Leipzig. Visibility was excellent and three of our crews were able to visually identify the 
aiming point. All crews bombed and returned back to base safely. 

The attack opened at 17.56 hours with one marker which fell a little short of the A/P. The MB’s 
indicators fell on to the A/P and several others were dropped - all within a radius of 500 yards of it. 
Bombing was very good and the target was soon obscured by smoke which billowed up to 7,000 
feet. A very successful attack. 

Plauen, another important railway centre just ahead of our eastward drive, was the night target for a 
further nine Lancaster crews. All crews completed this task but although bombing and marking were 
well concentrated, no assessment of the raid could be given owing to the haze and smoke which 
obscured ground detail. 

571 Squadron (6 + 6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Three attacks were planned on Berlin and 
571 Squadron applied six crews for the first raid, and an equal number to the third attack. All six 
crews bombed the primary on the first attack. Markers were well placed and bombing concentrated. 
The built-up areas were lit up by target indicators and bomb flashes. Unfortunately one crew, F/O 
Oliver and his navigator, F/Sgt Young failed to return from the third attack. The remaining five crews 
bombed on markers which were well concentrated. 

11 Apr 7 Squadron (4 Lancasters), target Bayreuth. The town was famous in peace time for its annual 

music festival has no industrial importance, but its position on the railway line from Leipzig, and its 
branch line which is supplying both east and west fronts made it the target for a daylight attack by a 
force of over 100 heavies. 

Although there seemed to have been some scatter in the marking, the bulk of the bombing was 
accurate and the marshalling yards were clearly identified. Smoke clouds to 1,000 feet could be 
seen 90 miles from the target on the return trip. All crews of 7 Squadron bombed successfully. /—» 
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11 Apr 571 Squadron (6 + 6 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Two attacks on Berlin were planned, but the night 

contd work started badly. Two aircraft swaying on take-off, crashed, fortunately without any active 

response from their cookies, or any injury to the crews. The remainder bombed the primary between 
22.38 hours and over 22.43 hours. Bombing runs were made on markers but intense searchlight 
activity prevented any observation of results. 

Markers were used by all six Mosquitoes for bombing runs on the second attack but no results 
observed. 

12 Apr 7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All bombed on markers and reports indicate that the 
bombing as a whole was well concentrated. 

13 Apr 7 Squadron (18 Lancasters), target Kiel. Following the very successful raid on 9/10 April on Kiel, a 

further attack was planned to complete the damage to shipping installations at the naval base. 

The Admiral Hipper and the Emden are known to be present, and it was hoped to repeat our 
success in sinking Admiral Scheer. 

A record number of Lancasters for 7 Squadron (18) were despatched, and all completed this 
mission. The weather did not favour us this time and cloud over the target area prevented any siting 
of ground detail. Marking however, was continuous and was considered accurate. The bombing 
caused fires and some explosions were reported, but no detail assessment was possible. 

571 Squadron’s effort was split. Four crews attacking Tralaund (Stralsund?), while a further eight 
Mosquitoes took part in a raid on Hamburg. In both cases the target was obscured by cloud and 
markers were seen as a glow. 

A low-flying accident resulted in the death of P/O Mirow and F/Lt Cane of 571 Squadron during the 
afternoon. F/L Cane was air-testing - hit a tree behind the sick quarters, crashed and the wreckage 
of his machine was strewn over the sports field. 

14 Apr 7 Squadron (15 Lancasters), target Potsdam. It is singularly appropriate now that the German Army 

is a broken rabble, that Potsdam, long associated with Prussian militarism, should receive its first 
heavy night attack. Fifteen Lancasters were supplied by 7 Squadron and all crews were successful 
in bombing the primary. Visibility was excellent and the marking accurate, resulting in bombing 
which was confined to an area of one mile radius around the A/P. At an early stage, smoke began to 
obscure the A/P and ground markers, but by 23.00 hours - seven minutes after the raid began - the 
while town was ablaze. 

Fifteen minutes later the German capital received was receiving its nightly cookie quota. All twelve 
crews detailed from 571 Squadron bombed Berlin on well grouped markers which were seen to be in 
a built-up area, two miles west of the river. 

15 Apr 7 Squadron stood down. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), Berlin. The squadron completed its usual Berlin trip and although 
initial marking was scant and bombing widespread, the attack improved in the later stages and many 
bomb burst were seen in built-up areas. 

16 Apr 571 Squadron stood down and 7 Squadron not required. 

17 Apr 7 Squadron operations cancelled. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. All bombed on 

markers but cloud conditions prevented aircrew from seeing adequate concentration of markers. 
Bombing however seems to have been good under the circumstances 

18 Apr 7 Squadron (12 Lancasters). Target Heligoland. Yesterday’s operation planned for the heavies was 

today successfully carried out. Over 1,000 aircraft were detailed to destroy military installations on 
the German naval base at Heligoland. Three A/Ps were given and the attack was carried out in 
seven waves. 

7 Squadron’s contribution was Master Bomber, deputy, plus another ten - all attacked. Visibility was 
excellent and bombing was extremely concentrated. As our aircraft turned away the whole island 
was enveloped in smoke. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Berlin. Marking was excellent, bombing concentrated and one 
large explosion seen at 00.03 hours. 

19 Apr 7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Wittstock airfield near Berlin. In conditions of excellent 
visibility the salient ground features of the target were easily recognised, and although our crews 
had to wait for markers, the subsequent bombing was well concentrated. All crews bombed. 


181 




Appendix VII (contd) - SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1945 

20 Apr 

7 Squadron again not called upon. 

571 Squadron (4 + 8 Mosquitoes), targets Schleissheim airfield and Berlin. The four crews bombed 
on markers which were considered to be the A/P, whilst the mission against Berlin will probably the 
last as the Russians are just outside the city. 

21 Apr 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Kiel. The target was attacked in four waves and six aircraft 
bombed in the second and third waves. In both cases bombing runs were made on markers which 
were reasonably well grouped. No results observed. 

22 Apr 

7 Squadron (14 Lancasters), target, Bremen. With Bremen closely threatened by our troops a 
daylight attack was planned to liquidate all strong points in the port and facilitate its occupation. Ten 
crews comprising Master Bomber, deputy, longstop, two visual centerers and five supporters were 
detailed. A ground visual marker and three visual centerers were also despatched to assist in an 
attack on another part of the port. 

Unfortunately this latter part of the raid was rendered abortive by cloud which obscured the aiming 
point, and all four aircraft returned without dropping a bomb! Seven Lancasters of 7 Squadron did 
bomb the aiming point but the attack must be considered a failure. 

23 Apr 

7 Squadron not required. 

571 Squadron (14 Mosquitoes), target marshalling yards at Rendsburg. All crews completed the 
operation, marking was punctual and although cloud prevented any detailed assessment, it was 
considered a satisfactory attack. 

24 Apr 

7 Squadron not called upon. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Schleissheim airfield. 

On approach, all crews were able to identify the salient features of the target. The markers were 
considered to be bang on the aiming point, and one large explosion was seen at 00.29 hours. 

25 Apr 

7 Squadron (10 Lancasters), target Wangerooge, to destroy gun batteries on this most easterly of 
the Frisian Islands, 7 Squadron contributed six blind sky markers and four supporters. In excellent 
visibility all our crews bombed, but dense smoke precluded any detailed assessment of the attack. 

26 Apr 

7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron (12 Mosquitoes), target Grossenbrode airfield. Eleven 
crews attacked successfully on markers, and one block of buildings was seen to be on fire as our 
aircraft turned away. One crew failed to locate the target owing to the failure of special equipment. 

27 Apr 

No operations planned between 27 and 30 April 

April 

1945 

7 Squadron carried out 140 sorties during the month, of these 7 were aborted, 1 missing and 132 
were successful. 

132 x 250-lb TIs, 46 x 1,000-lb TIs, 183 flares and 838,000 lbs of HE were dropped. 

571 Squadron carried out 233 sorties, of which 3 aborted, 2 missing and 227 were successful. 

916,000 lbs of HE were dropped. 

01 May 

7 Squadron (8 Lancasters), target Operation Manna. Aircraft were detailed to mark a dropping area 
at Rotterdam as part of the food supply operation which Bomber Command is now carrying out. Six 
aircraft completed this mission whilst the two abortive crews were unable to identify the correct area. 
The beginning of the month was marked by the complete surrender of German forces in Northern 

Italy. 

02 May 

7 Squadron not required. 571 Squadron stood down. 

03 May 

7 Squadron (7 Lancasters), target Operation Manna , a successful marking of a food dropping zone. 
571 Squadron not required. 

04 May 

7 Squadron (7 Lancasters), target Operation Manna , four identified and marked the site in 

Rotterdam and three returned with markers, 

05 May 

Both units stood down. 

06 May 

Food marking operation cancelled. 

07 May 

7 Squadron (7 Lancasters). Target Operation Manna. 

Three crews for Valkenburg airfield and four on the Hague Racecourse - all were successful. 

08 May 

VE Day with appropriate celebrations. 

240 PoWs evacuated from Brussels Melsbroek by ten 7 Squadron Lancasters. 

09 May 

Celebrations still proceeding into the early hours. 

Nine Lancasters of 7 Squadron evacuated 218 PoWs from Liibeck airfield to Wing. 

10 May 

166 PoWs evacuated from Lubeck to Seighford by eight Lancasters of 7 Squadron. 
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11 May 

Evacuation of PoWs cancelled 11-14 May. 

15 May 

A full effort of 7 Squadron was detailed to evacuate PoWs from Juvincourt to Wing. 

Fifteen aircraft took-off, one returned early with engine trouble and the remainder flew back with a 
total of 396 PoWs. 

16 May 

No missions planned. A Bazaar held on the Communal Site raised £500 for the Red Cross. 

17 May 

No missions planned between 17 and 21 May. 

22 May 

Cook’s tours to visit bomb-wrecked Germany were instituted and two Lancasters were detailed for 
Route ‘A’, three Mosquitoes flew along route ‘B’. 

Six passengers were carried in each Lancaster and one by the Mosquitoes. 

23 May 

Two aircraft of 7 Squadron flew 48 PoWs from Juvincourt to Oakley. 

Three Lancasters and two Mosquitoes flew Cook’s tours. 

24 May 

Fifteen Lancasters evacuated 346 PoWs from Juvincourt to Dunsfold. 

Cook’s tours one Lancaster and two Mosquitoes. 

25 May 

Farewell visit to Air Vice Marshall DC Bennett, AOC, 8 PFF Group. 

Cook’s tour by three Lancasters and two Mosquitoes. 

26 May 

Cook’s tour cancelled. 

27 May 

No missions flown. 

28 May 

From 28 to 31 May, on each of these days, two Lancasters and two Mosquitoes flew Cook’s tours. 


The following statistics of 7 Squadron are of interest: 

• Squadron suffered the third highest percentage losses in Bomber Command. 

• 167 bombing and 11 mine-laying raids were flown with 3 Group while flying Stirlings 

• 82 bombing and 7 mine laying raids were flown under 8 Group while flying Stirlings 

• 279 raids were carried out under 8 Group while flying Lancasters 

• 78 Stirlings were lost out of 1,744 sorties 

• 87 Lancasters were lost out of 3,316 sorties. 


Notes relating to Appendices 

Sources: the bulk of this diary is based on data recorded in the Station ORB (AIR 28/607). 
The entries within this list are written in present tense, taken from the ORB. 

There is also a small amount of additional information in the form of total aircraft numbers 
for a selected number of raids. This originally came from the Bomber Command Night and 
Day Sheets, and Final Raid Reports (AIR14 /2664-2680, AIR 14/3360-3412 and AIR 
14/3408-3412). 

Data has been used from 'The Bomber Command War Diaries' - An operational reference 
book, 1939-1945 by Martin Middlebrook and Chris Everitt, published by Midland Publishing 
ISBN 1 85780 033 8. 

Italicised text in brackets denotes additions (with hindsight) to the original ORB entries. 

Spelling is as original, except where clearly incorrect (principally locations - approx 20% of 
these were incorrect). There are also many inconsistencies, e.g. Flt/Lt NH Messervy 
appears also as ‘Messervey’ in most reports. However, from other sources it seems that 
the former is correct. 


183 




Appendix 8 - Flying Units 


Unit 

From 

Date 

To 

Date 

Types 

218 Squadron 

Mildenhall 

18-07-40 

Marham 

25-11-40 

Blenheim, 

Wellington 1c and la 

7 Squadron 

Leeming 

29-10-40 

Mepal 

24-07-45 

Stirling 1 & III, 

Lancaster Bl, III 

7 Squadron 
Conversion 

Flight 

Formed 

16-01-42 

Disbanded into 
1657 CU, 
Stradishall 

04-10-42 

Stirling 1 

3 PR Unit 

Formed 

16-11-40 

Benson 

21-07-41 

Spitfire 1 (PR), 

Wellington Ic 

101 Squadron 

West Raynham 

01-07-41 

Bourn 

11-02-42 

Wellington Ic & III 

101 Squadron 
Conversion 

Flight 

Formed 

05-05-42 

Disbanded into 
1657 CU, 
Stradishall 

07-10-42 

Stirling 1 

23 OTU 

Detachment 
from Pershore 

27-05-42 

Pershore 

03-06-42 

Wellington & Anson 

1409 (Met) 

Flight 

Formed from 

521 Squadron 

01-04-43 

Wyton 

08-01-44 

Mosquito IV, VI, IX, XV, & XVI 

97 Squadron 
‘C’ Flight 

Detachment 
from Bourne 

00-08-43 

Bourne 

00-09-43 

Lancaster 1 & III 

627 Squadron 

Formed 

12-11-43 

Woodhall Spa 

15-04-44 

Mosquito BIV, BIX, BXX, 

BXXV 

571 Squadron 

Downham 

Market 

22-04-44 

Warboys 

20-07-45 

Mosquito BXVI 

206 Squadron 

Leuchars 

01-08-45 

Disbanded 

25-04-46 

Liberator VI & VIII 

86 Squadron 

Tain 

14-08-45 

Disbanded 

25-04-46 

Liberator VIII, C VI 

242 Squadron 

Merryfield 

02-05-46 

Abingdon 

01-12-47 

York Cl 

1552 (RAT) 

Flight 
(3 Section) 

Merryfield 

13-05-46 

St Mawgan 

05-06-46 

Oxford & Anson 1 

1559 (RAT) 

Flight 

Formed 

00-11-46 

Bircham 

Newton 

09-03-47 

Oxford 

27 Squadron 

Abingdon 

24-11-47 

Wunstorf 

09-07-48 

Dakota C4 

30 Squadron 

Reformed 

24-11-47 

Abingdon 

28-11-50 

Dakota C4 

46 Squadron 

Abingdon 

24-11-47 

Disbanded 

20-02-50 

Dakota C4 

62 Squadron 

Waterbeach 

1948 

Disbanded 

01-06-49 

Dakota C4 

10 Squadron 

Reformed 

05-11-48 

Disbanded 

20-02-50 

Dakota C3 & C4 

18 Squadron 

Lubeck 

00-01-49 

Disbanded 

20-02-50 

Dakota C4 

27 Squadron 

Fassberg 

01-09-49 

Netheravon 

10-06-50 

Dakota C4 

24 Squadron 

Waterbeach 

25-02-50 

Lyneham 

27-11-50 

Harvard 

1 Flying 

Training 

School 

Reformed 

01-12-50 

Moreton-in- 

Marsh 

30-10-51 

Harvard 

206 AFS 

Formed 

29-10-51 

Redesignated 

5 FTS 

01-06-54 

Meteor F.3, F.4 & T.7 & 

Vampire FB.5 

5 Flying 

Training 

School 

Formed from 

206 AFS 

01-06-54 

Disbanded 

31-12-74 

Vampire FB.5, FB.9, &T.11, 
Meteor T.7, 

Varsity T.1, Jetstream T.1 

657 Squadron 
AAC 

Colchester 

00-01-79 

Dishforth 

c.1992 

Scout, Gazelle & Lynx AH.1 
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Appendix 9 - Commanding Officers 


RAF Oakington 

Wg Cdr LB Duggan 

01-07-40 

02-09-40 

Wg Cdr B Bartold 

10-10-51 

07-11-51 

Gp Capt RM Field 

02-09-40 

05-08-41 

Gp Capt RA Ramsey-Rae 

07-11-51 

12-11-53 

Gp Capt CD Adams 

05-08-41 

03-09-42 

Gp Capt CRJ Flawkins 

12-11-53 

26-04-56 

Gp Capt EG Olson RNZAF 

03-09-42 

16-03-43 

Gp Capt Kirk 

26-04-56 

28-07-58 

Gp Capt NH Fresson 

16-03-43 

01-07-43 

Gp Capt LE Giles 

28-07-58 

00-12-60 

Gp Capt AFI Willetts 

01-07-43 

13-09-43 

Gp Capt CLW Stewart 

00-12-60 

31-07-63 

Gp Capt AR Combe 

13-09-43 

21-11-44 

Gp Capt Ambrose 

31-07-63 

18-02-66 

Gp Capt T Bingham-Hall 

21-11-44 

17-07-45 

Gp Capt RS Perry 

18-02-66 

22-08-68 

Gp Capt HJF Le Good 

17-07-45 

28-07-45 

Gp Capt PW Gilpin 

22-08-68 

15-01-71 

Gp Capt EE Vielle 

28-07-45 

07-12-50 

Gp Capt DL Edmonds 

15-01-71 

19-01-73 

Gp Capt KP Lewis 

07-12-50 

10-10-51 

Gp Capt PB MacCorkindale 

19-01-73 

10-03-75 


Oakington Barracks 

Lt Col GL Straw 

1 st Battalion, Royal Regiment Fusiliers 

10-03-75 

05-09-75 

Lt Col DA Betley 

1 st Battalion Royal Regiment of Fusiliers 

05-09-75 

24-02-78 

Lt Col D Houlton 

1 st Battalion Royal Regiment of Fusiliers 

24-02-78 

08-08-79 

Lt Col JT Foley 

3 rd Battalion Royal Green Jackets 

08-08-79 

30-11-80 

Lt Col RH Ker 

3 rd Battalion Royal Green Jackets 

30-11-80 

05-05-82 

Lt Col AJK Calder 

1 st Battalion Royal Anglian 

06-05-82 

04-12-84 

Lt Col MRI Constantine 

2 nd Battalion Queen’s Regiment 

07-12-84 

17-09-85 

Lt Col PC Cook 

2 nd Battalion Queen’s Regiment 

17-09-85 

08-08-86 

Lt Col JRN Townsend 

1 st Battalion Worcester 

08-08-86 

19-12-86 

Lt Col JP Weller 

1 st Battalion Worcester 

19-12-86 

04-02-89 

Lt Col DH Hills 

1 st Battalion Worcester 

06-02-89 

19-10-90 

Lt Col AJ Roberts 

1 st Battalion Royal HF 

19-10-90 

18-05-93 

Lt Col JSM Edwardes 

1 st Battalion Royal HF 

18-05-93 

14-02-94 

Lt Col CT Page 

1 st Battalion Cheshire Regiment 

14-02-94 

31-05-96 

Lt Col BSC Watters 

1 st Battalion Cheshire Regiment 

31-05-96 

22-07-96 

Lt Col RE Harrol 

1 st Battalion Anglian Regiment 

22-07-96 


Lt Col RJ Kemp 

1 st Battalion Anglian Regiment 

1998 
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Appendix 10 - Files at The National Archives 


AIR 2/11749 
AIR 2/16726 
AIR 2/18624 
AIR 14/3347 
AIR 14/3348 
AIR 14/3349 
AIR 14/3350 
AIR 14/3351 
AIR 28/607 
AIR 28/608 
AIR 28/609 
AIR 28/610 
AIR 28/611 
AIR 28/612 
AIR 28/613 
AIR 28/614 
AIR 28/1094 
AIR 29/867 
AIR 29/1810 
AIR 29/2146 
AIR 29/3801 
AIR 29/3802 
AIR 29/3803 
AIR 29/3804 
AIR 29/4201 
AIR 29/4202 
AIR 32/270 
T180/96 


RAF Oakington - Railway Safety - signalling arrangements 1952-1960 

RAF Oakington - organisation 1963-1972 

RAF Oakington - Policy 1972-73 

RAF Oakington - operational effort and state of readiness 1940, July 

RAF Oakington - operational effort and state of readiness: flying policy 1941-45 

RAF Oakington - operational effort and state of readiness: PFF reports 1942-45 

RAF Oakington - operational effort and state of readiness: notes for briefing 1940-42 


RAF Oakington - Log book 
RAF Oakington ORB 
RAF Oakington ORB 
RAF Oakington ORB 
RAF Oakington ORB 
RAF Oakington ORB 
RAF Oakington ORB 
RAF Oakington ORB 
RAF Oakington ORB 
RAF Oakington ORB 
1409 Meteorological Flight 
1 Flying Training School 
206 AFTS Oakington 
Flying Training School, RAF Oakington 
Flying Training School, RAF Oakington 
Flying Training School, RAF Oakington 
Flying Training School, RAF Oakington 
FTS: Oakington 
FTS: Oakington 

Refueller establishments with special reference to 5 FTS, Oakington 
Oakington 


1941-43 
1940-45 

1941 

1942 

1943, Jan-June 
1943, July-1944 Feb 

1944, Mar-May 
1944, June-July 
1944, Aug-Sept 

1946-1950 
1943-46 
1947-50 
1951 Oct-1954 May 
1967 


1968 

1969 

1970 

1970 

1971 
1956 

1957/8 


186 








1 

Appendix 11 - Secondary Sources 

1 

Author 

Title 

Publisher 

Reference 

Joubert, Sir Philip 

The Third Service 

Jarrold and Sons Ltd, 

1955 


Longyard, William H 

Who’s Who in Aviation History 

Airlife Publishing, 

1994 

1-85310 272-5 

Middlebrook, Martin 

The Bomber Command 

Midland Publishing, 

1-85780-033-8 

& Everitt, Chris 

War Diaries 

2000 


Moowat, Lock, 

Britain Between the Wars 

Methuen and Co Ltd, 


Charles 

1918-1940 

1955 


Norris, Geoffrey 

The Short Stirling 

Profile Publications Ltd, 
1967 


Reader, W.J 

Architect of Air Power- The Life 
of the First Viscount Weir 

Collins, 

1968 


Taylor, A.J.P 

English History 1914-1945 

Oxford Paperbacks, 

1992 

0-19-28526-X 

Weir, L MacNeill 

The Tragedy of Ramsey 
MacDonald 

Saecker and Warburg, 
1938 


Wood, Derek & 
Dempster, Derek 

The Narrow Margin 

Arrow Books Limited, 

1970 

09-002160-6 

Musgrave, Gordon 

Pathfinder Force 

A History of 8 Group 

Macdonald and Jane’s, 
1976 

0354 01017 4 

Various 

The Second World War 
1939-1945 

Royal Air Force - Maintenance 

Air Historical Branch, 

1954 

(AP3397) 

Various 

The Second World War 
1939-1945 

Royal Air Force - Works 

Air Historical Branch, 

1956 

(AP3236) 
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